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JOURNALS OF THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS. 


City or Avstinx } 
Monday December 18th, 1847. | 


This being the day prescribed by law for the meeting of 
the Legislature of the State of Texas—The Senate met—The 
President in the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, Mr. N. C. Raymand was appoin- 
ted Secretary pro. tem. The Roll of Districts being called—The 
following Senators presented their credentials, took the oath 
prescribed by the Constitution and their seats— 

From the district of Fannin & Lamar, Mr. Wm. M. Will- 
iams. 

From the district of Red River and Bowie, James B. Woot- 
gon. 

From the district of Fannin, Lamar, Red River & Bowie, 
James Bourland. 

From the district of Harrison, Mr. Edward Clark. 

From the district of Sabine and Jasper, Jno. H. McRae. 

From the district of Montgomery, Jesse Grimes. 

From the district of Brazoria & Matagorda, S. W. Per- 
kins. 

From the district of Austin & Fort Bend, Phil. M. Cuny. 

From the district of Colorado & Fayette, Jon W. Dancy. 

From the district of Bexar, Jose Antonio Navarro. 

The roll of members being then called—the following Sena- 
tors answered to their names. 

Messrs. Bourland, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, McRae, Na- 
varro, Perkins, Parker, Williams and Wootten— 

There being no quorum, the Seriate adjourned until to-mor- 
row mornin&, 10 o'clock. 


’ s = io a N Eug ae 
POR anaE TAP T Paes 
wv è 


3 4 
Turspay 10 O'CLOCK, A. Me 
December 14, 1847. 


ber} oT 


Senate met—roll called—The following Senators answer? 
ed to their names. 

Messrs. Bourland, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, McRae, Na- 
yarro, Perkins, Parker, Williams and Wallace. 

There being no quorum, on motion of Mr. Wallace the Sen- 
ate adjourned until 3 o’ clock, P. M. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. x. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. W. C. Abbott Senator from the district of Liberty and 
Jefferson, presented his credentials, took the oath prescribed by 
the Constitution and his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate proceeded to its organ- 
ization by the election of a Secretary. 

Mr. Williamson moved the Senate stand adjourned until to- 
morrow morning 9 o'clock, upon which motion the yeas and 
nays being called—stood thus— 

Yeas—Mr. Williamson. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Perkins, Parker, Williams 
and Wallace. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Parker’s motion, which 
was carried. 

For Secretary—Mr. WaHace nominated Mr. N. C. Ray- 
mond. 

Mr. Dancy nominated Mr. H. L. Upshur. 

Mr. Williamson nominated Mr. B. E. Tarver- 

Messrs. Bourland, Clark and Wallace were appointed tell- 
ers. 

Upon counting the ballot—Mr. Raymond received 9 votes— 
Mr. Upshur received two votes Mr. Tarver received four votes 
—whereupon, Mr. Raymond, having received a majority of 
all the votes was declared duly and constitutionally elected 
Secretary of the Senate. 

The Senate then proceeded tothe election of assistant Sec- 
retary— = 

Mr. Wallace nominated Mr. James F. Johnson—There be- 
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ing no other nomination, Mr. Johnson was declared duly and 
constitutionally elected assistant Secretary of the Senate. 

TheSenate then proceeded to the election of Engrossing 
Clerk— 

Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. James P. Wallace, there being 
no other nomination, Mr. Wallace was declared duly and con- 
‘stitutionally elected Engrossing Clerk of the Senate— 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of Enrolling 
Vlerk— 

Mr. Clark nominated Mr. Thomas H. Jones. 

Mr. Parker nominated Mr, Gordan. 

Upon counting the ballott Mr. Jones received 14 votes—Mr. 
Gordan received one vote—Mr. Jones having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes, was deelared duly and constitutionally 
elected Enrolling Clerk -of the Senate. 

fhe Senate then proceeded to the election of Seargeant-at- 
Arms— 

Mr. Bourland nominated Mr. Thomas Ward. 

Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. Allen. 

Mr. Perkins nominated Mr. S. W. Pipkin. 

Mr. Williamson nominated Mr. J. M. Alexander, 

Mr. Williamson nominated Mr. T. McKain. 

Upon counting the ballot—Mr. Ward received eight votes; 
Mr. Allen received three votes; Mr. Pipkin received two votes; 
Mr. Alexander received two votes. Mr. Ward having receiv- 
ed a majority ofall the votes, was declared duly and constitu- 
tionally elected Seargeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a Door Keep- 
er— 

Mr. Clark nominated Mr. Pouncy. 

« Bourland nominated Mr. Tong.’ 

« Jewett nominated  “ Morrell. 

“ Parker nominated “ R. D. McAneliy. 
“ ‘Wallace nominated “ Porterfield. 

“ Dancy nominated “ John Conner. 

Upon counting the ballot, Mr. Pouney received one vote, Mr. 
Tong received two votes, Mr. Morrell received two votes, Mr. 
iMcAnelly received five votes, Mr. Connor received five votes. 
No one candidate having received a majority of all the vates— 
the Senate proceeded to the second ballot; when it appeared 
that Mr. Tong received four votes, Mr. MgAnelly received six 
votes; Mr. Conner received four votes. No one candidate 
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having received a majority of eH the votes, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the third ballet, when it appeared that Mr. Tong receiv- 
one vote, Mr. McAnelly received ten votes, Mr. Conner receiv- 
ed four votes; whereupon, Mr. McAnelly having received a 
majority cf all the votes, was declared duly and constitutional- 
ly elected Door Keeper of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace the officers elected came for- 
ward and took the oath of office. 

Mr. Parker offered the following Resolution, 

“Resolved, by the Senate, that the rules of the last Senate 
govern during the present session, and that the Secretary pro- 
a copy foreach Senator.” Which was laid upon the ta- 

le. 2 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a committee was “appointed 
to wait upon the House of Representatives. and informæthat 
body, that the Senate was organized and ready to procé&d to 
business. Messrs. Williamson, Clark and McRae were ap- 
pointed said committee. : 

On motion of Mr. Wallace a committee was appointed to 
act in conjunction with a committee on the part of the House 
of Representatives and inform his Excellency, the Governor, 
that the twoHouses oftheLegislature were organized and ready 
to receive any communication he mayhaveto make. Messrs. 
Wallace, Dancy and Grimes were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 9 o’clock.. 


Wednesday 9 o’clock, A. M. 
December 15th 1847. 


Senate met—roll called—the following Senators answered 
to their names; 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, CJark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarre, Perkins, Parker, Williams, 
Wootten, Wallace and Williamson-—quorum present. 

Mr. Isaac W. Brashear, Senator from tke district of Harris 
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appeared, presented his credentials, took the oath prescribed 
by the constitution and his seat. 

A committee from the House of Representatives announced 
to the Senate, that the House of Representatives was organiz- 
ed and ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of sundry individuals 
praying that Franklin B. Sexton, a citizen of thetown of San 
Augustine, under the age of twenty-one years, be permitted to 
practice law, which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. Cuny introduced a Joint Resolution for the relief of the 
citizens of Texas, who had their property destroyed and taken 
off by the Mexican government during the revolution; read Ist 
time. 

A committee from the House of Representatives requested 
the Senate to meet the House,in the Representative Hall at 
3 o’clock to-day, for the purpose of electing a Senator to rep- 
resent the State of Texas, in the Congress of the United States; - 

Messrs. Parker, Perkins and Williams were appointed a 
. committee to informthe House of Representatives, that the 
Senate accept the invitation of the House of Representatives 
to go into the election of a Senator to the United States Con- 
gress, at 3 o’clock to-day. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
through its Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Senate 
that a committee consisting of Messrs. Willie, Webb and Tay- 
lor had been appointed on thepart of the House to actin con- 
junction with a like committee on the part of the Senate, to 
wait on His Excellency, the Governor, and inform him that the 
two Houses were organized and ready to receive any commu- 
nication he might have to make. 

The committee appointed to act in conjunction with a like 
committee on the part of the House to inform his Excellency 
the Governor, of the organization of both Houses of the Leg- 
islature, asked leave of absence to perform that duty, which 
was granted. 

The committee returned and reported duty performed, and 
that His Excellency the Governor informed them, that he would 
make a communication to both Heuses ofthe Legislature at 
half past 2 o’clock to-day. 2 

A message was received from the House through its Chief 
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Clerk. Mr. Ben. F. Hill, furnishing the Senate with the follow- 
ing list of oflicers elect, of the House of Representatives. 


Hon. James W. Henderson, Speaker. 
Mr. Ben. F. Hill, Chief Clerk. 
~“ ELS. C. Robertson, assistant Clerk. 
« John D. Pitts, Engrossing Clerk. 
“ A. G. Kimbell, Enrolling Clerk. 
William Hardeman, Sergeant-at-arms. 
“ William Cockburn, Door Keeper. 
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The Secretary was directed to furnish His Excellency the 
Governor and the House of Representatives with a list of the 
oificers elect of the Senate, 

Mr. Dancy moved that the Senate now proceed to the elec- 
tion of a Chaplain; which was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate adjourned until half 
past 2 o'clock, p. m. 


. 


Half past 2 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met; roll called; quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Parker the Senate repaired to the House 
of Representatives. 


The message of His Excellency the Governor was received 
and read, andis as follows: 


Execctivse Orrics, Austin, Texas. } 
Wednesday, December, 15, 1847. | 


Gentlemen of the Senate and 
House of Representatives. 


« 


In again greeting the Representatives of the people of Tex- 
as, I congratulate you upon the prosperous and happy condi- 
tion of our country. 

At no period since the people of Texas declared their Inde- 
pendence and established a government of their own choice, 
has their Legislature met under circumstances better calcula- 
ted to call forth their unbounded gratitude and praise to the 
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great Creator and Ruler ofthe Universe. Let us invoke a con- 
tinuance of the favors of Heaven, and so conduct ourselves as 
a people that we may deserve its bounties. 

As my official connection with youis about to terminate, in 
making this communication, imposed upon me by the Consti- 
tution, I will confine it chiefly to such measures as have been 
acted upon since the adjournment of our last Legislature; lea- 
ving it with my successor to direct your attention to such other 
subjects for your consideration as he may think requires legis- 
tive action. ; 

About the close ofthe last session of our Legislature, it was 
announced that the Mexican army had commenced hostilities 
against the United States by attacking her troops on the 
Rio Grande within the limitsofthe State of Texas. At the 
same time a requisition was made upon the Executive of Tex- 
as for two thousand men to aid in the defence of cur country. 
That call upon the chivalry and patriotism of our citizens was 
nobly responded to by them. The termination of the campaign 
against Monterey which redounded so much to the glory of 
this nation, and the part taken init by our citizen soldiers is 
well known to you all. Universal and almost unparalleled suc- 
cess has crowned the American arms, since the commence- 
ment of the Mexican war, and proclaims the justness ofour cause. 

The battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey, 
Buena Vista, Vera Cruz, Cerro Gorda and the city of Mexico, 
have entwined new laurels around the American name, and 
confirms the well placed confidence of our government and 
people in the bravery and patriotism of our regular and 
citizen soldiers. It is interesting to theChristian and the benevo- 
lent to see the humanity with which this war has been con- 
ducted onthe part of ihe American Government; a war, too, 
which has been forced upon us by that vain-glorious nation, by 
the many injuries whichshe has heaped upon citizens ofthe Uni- 
ted States, and theinsults which she has so repeatedly offered to 
our officers and Government, and finally by attacking and ma- 
king war upon our army within our own territory. But why 
should I recur to facts which are so familiar to you all! It is 
not necessary to make an argument to justify this war before 
the people of Texas. We have all seen and felt the injustice 
of Mexico, and fully justify every act of our Government to- 
wards that people. If we could consent to take any exception 
tothe course pursued, it would be against the forbearance 
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~ shewn by our Government, and its long submission to the re- 
peated insults offered our ministers sent to treat with Mexico 
for an amicable adjustment ofall disputes between the two na- 
tions, a course which was dictated doubtless by a feeling of 
humanity towards a vain and weak people. It is the 
privilege and it is the duty of every citizen to oppose the 
commencement or declaration of a war which he believes to 
be unjust or unnecessary, for war is at all times an evil which 
should be avoided so long as forbearance is not the greater 
evil, but it is the duty of every citizen, whatever may be his 
opinion in regard to the necessity or justness of the war, to give 
to his Government his support, whenever she voluntarily or 
by compulsion engages in such a contest; and I sincerely hope 
and believe that there is no citizen of Texas so lostto his own 
interest and duty, or whose mind is so deeply imbued with trea- 
son as to be opposed to the vigorous prosecution of this war, or to 
refuse to aid in the prosecution of any other, which his Govern- 
ment may think proper to enter into, whether it was waged in 
defence of his own individual rights, or in the protection of the 
spinning Jennies of abolitionists. It sufficient for us now to 
know that our Government is engaged in war with Mexi- 
co. In the result of this war, the people of Texas have and 
feel a deep interest, and it our duty to give to our Government 
in this contest our utmost energies. 

In complying with the various requisitions made upon the 
Executive of the State for troops, since the commencement of 
the war‘, much inconvenience has been experienced in provi- 
ding for the men, and forwarding them to the place of rendez- 
vous, no means having been placed at the command of the Ex- 
ecutive by the Legislature, to defray such expenses. Conse- 
quently, the whole of that burthen has fallen on a few individ- 
uals, who have generously parted with their property for that 
purpose, but few of whom have been paid for the same.— 
Such expenses should be shared equally by all. The General 
Government is liable to, and will pay thosecharges, but it is 
impossible for her to pay them in the first instance. And asit is 
believed that the condition of our State Treasury is now such, 
as to enable usto pay the expenses which have been thus in- 
curred, I would respectfully suggest, that an appropriation be 
made for that purpose, and holdthesame asa claim against 
the General Government. 

The Mexican nation being vain of its own strength and 
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greatness, and ignorant of the capacity of the United States, 
will doubtless be disposed to continue the war for some time 
to come, and as other callsmay be made upon our State for 
troops, I most earnestly urge upon you the necessity of placing 
ample means at the command of my successor, to enable him 
to forward to the place of rendezvous with promptness, such 
forces as may hereafter be called for from Texas, to participate 
in the war, or to guard our frontier. Any advances made by 
the State for these purposes, will be refunded by the the Gener- 
al Government. 

About the close of the last or the beginning of the present 
year, I learned through the newspapers, that General Kear- 
ney, who was in chief command of the United States forces in 
Santa Fe had there established a Territorial Government, 
within the limits of the State of Texas, and having learned 
through the same source, that some alarming demonstra- 
tions had been made inthe Congress of theUnited States, soon af-* 
ter the commencement of the last session, whick seemed to 
question the right of Texas tothat Territory, and claim it as 
territory which was conquered by, and belonged to the 
United States, exclusive of the rights and jurisdiction of Texas 
over the same, and having had no explanation of that 
act om the part of the General Government, nor any as- 
suranee of its ultimate design, [regarded itas the duty of the 
Executive of the State, to assert in due time, our unquestiona- 
ble right to the soil and jurisdiction over that country. I ac- 
cordingly addressed a communication upon the subject, to the 
President, through the Secretary of State of the United States, 
a copy of which, together with the answer thereto, is 
herewith laid before you for your information, by which it 
will be seen, that the President fully recognizes the claim of 
Texas to the Rio Grande, according to her limits, as declared 
by the Act ofthe Congress- of the Republic of Texas, passed in 
December, 1836. When Texas consented to enter the Union, 
it was fully understood by both centracting parties, that the 
Rio Grande, from its mouthte its source, formed the rightful 
boundary between Texasand Mexico, and Texas confidently 
expected, that no other boundary would be consented to in 
any treaty between the United States and Mexico. We have 
every reason still to be satisfied, that we have confided those 
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rights in part to the keeping and management of the President 
and his constitutional advisers. 

Since the organization of our State Government, our frontier 
settlements have greatly advanced, and are still rapidly ad- 
vancing under the liberal and efficient protection given to them 
by the orders of the President. Companies are now stationed 
at all points where they are called forto project our people 
against the thefts and hostilities of the various Indian Tribes. 
TheGeneralGovernment has found some inconvenience and em- 


barrassment in the management of their Indian affairs in Texas __ 


in consequence of not owning or having full control ever our 
public and unappropriated land upon which the Indians roam. 
This inconvenience and embarrassment must daily increase 
until the obstacles are removed. This consideration, together 
with the various other reasons urged in my Message to the 
Legislature at the beginning of its last Session, makes it my du- 
ty to call your attention again to the subject of the sale of our 
public lands. The sale of our unappropriated domain to the 
General Government will enable the State to pay her debt, and 
and place it in the power ofthat Government to give to the 
irontier of our State the most complete protection. 

During the last year a number of Indian Tribes, chiefly of 
the Lipan Nation, came from Mexico and located themselves 
on the Rio Grande and on the head waters of the Colorado 
river, within the limits of the State of Texas,and seem to be 
disposed to remain in that region. 

Several of the chiefs of those tribes visited Executive of 
the the State, at Austin, in January last, when they were in- 
formed that the lands they occupied belonged to the State of 
Texas, and that they could not be permitted to remain perma- 
nently within the limits ofthe State. Leave was however giv- 
en them to remain, provided they would conduct themselves 
properly, and make a crop of corn, during which time it was 
hoped that the General Government could dispose of them by 
removing them beyond the limits of theState. Soon after that 
interview was had with those Indians, I addressed to the See- 
retary of War of the United States a communication upon the 
subject of their removal acopy of which, together with 
the reply thereto is herewith laid before you. 

Near the close of the last session, the Legislature passed an 
act authorizing and requiring the Governor of the State to ap- 
point by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, one or 
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more not exceeding three persons commissioners to select « 
proper place on which to erect a State Penitentiary, and making 
provisions for commencing the proper buildings, &c. That act 
having passed so short a time before the adjournmertt of the 
Legislature, and at a time when the Executive was much oc- 
cupied with other public business, the provisions of the act re- 
quiring the Executive to nominate those commissioners to the 
Senate was overlooked, consequently no steps could be taken 
during the recess of the Senate, towards carrying out the pro- 
visions of that law: indeed it is questionable whether sufficient 
time intervened between the passage of the law and the ad- 
journment of the Legislature, to have enabled the Executive to 
make a judicious selection of commissioners under the law, if 
his attention had been especially directed to the subject. The 
delay thus caused is to be regretted, as such a prison is much 
needed in this State. : 

The Legislature having neglected at its last session to carry 
out the provisions of a law passed by that body, requiring the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to be elected by joint 
` ballot of the Legislature, that office became vacant on the 22d 
day of December last. It is by no means clear, that the power 
to fill that vacancy is vested in the Executive of the State. As 
the Executive of the State, I would never exercise a doubtful 
power, except in a case of great necessity, and would not even 
in such cases, could its exercise prejudice the rights of individ- 
uals. Inthe instance now considered, the whole business of 
every department of the Land Office was about to be suspended; 
hundreds and perhaps thousands of our citizens were anxiously 
wishing to obtain patents for their lands; the whole records and 
papers of that office, which contain se many proofs of the valu- 
able rights of the people, were about to be left withonta keeper. 
Moved by these considerations, I determined to exercise a 
doubtful power, and appoint a Commissioner until an election 
could be had by the Legislature to fill the place. I appointed 
Col. Thos. Wm. Ward, a gentleman who has for several years 
filled that office with great ability and fidelity. The rights of no 
individual can be prejudiced by having the business of that 
office regularly transacted, whilst the State and thousands of 
our citizens have been accommodated. Several thousand pa- 
tents have been issued by the Commissioner since his last ap- 
pointment, and inasmuch as his right to act under that appoint- 
ment may be questioned, I respecitully suggest to the Legisla- 
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tare the propriety of passing a law legalizing all of his acts 
done under said appointment. 

The records and papers of the General Land Office are now 
in most admirable order; but they are unsafe in the wooden 
building in which they are now deposited. Records and pa- 
pers, so very valuable to our citizens, should be kept in the 
most secure manner, The building now occupied is uncom- 
fortable, and ill constructed for transacting the business of the 
office. I therefore recommend that provision be made for 
erecting a house more secure and convenient for that depart- 
ment of the Government. - ` 

Several suits have been cémmenced by individuals in the 
courts, the object of which, it is understood, is to procure a de- 
cision by the Supreme Court of the United States, establishing 
as legal and valid a large number of headright claims to land 
against the State of Texas, usually termed “fraudulent claims.” 
It is probable that some ef these suits will be taken to the Su- 
preme Courtof the United States before the next meeting of the 
Legislature of Texas; and in that event the State will have no 
counsel to represent her interest in that court. Our State has 
vast interests involved in this question, and it is the duty of the 
agents of the people to protect them. 

In order to discharge that duty it will be necessary to make 
suitable provision by law to employ sable counsel. It is well 
known that thousands of these claims are in existence, and 
should they be established as binding upon the State, our most 
valuable public domain will be swept away by these frauds. If 
they can be legally defeated, it is the duty of the representatives 
of the peopleto see that itis done. Suits have been commenced 
in our State Courts, in various parts of the State to establish 
some of those claims, and it being all important to the State to 
have the proper issues fully and fairly made in the records, and 
it neither being the duty nor convenient in all cases for the At- 
torney General of the State to attend to them, the Executive 
regarded it as his duty to employ able counsel to assist the Dis- 
trict Attornies in these cases. He therefore retained Volney E. 
Howard Esq, a gentleman well qualified for the task. And I 
now recommend that a suitable appropriation be made to ena- 
ble the Executive of the State to have its interests ably defend- 
ed in all such suits. 

As the law stands at present, the election for Governor, Lieut. 
Governor, and members of the Legislature, takes place biennial- 
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iy on the first Monday in November,—the Legislature convenes 
on the second Monday of December next thereafter, and the 
votes for Governor and Lieut. Governor must be counted, and 
the names of the persons elected declared by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, during the first week of the session. 
I think it will be found from experience, that the time allowed 
for making the returns of the electoral votes in such cases, is 
too short. It would, therefore, be well to change the time of 
holding these elections, or change the time of convening the 
Legislature. 

he eleventh section of the fifth article of the Constitution 
of the State provides that in all cases, exeept in those of treason 
and impeachment, the Executive shall have power after convic- 
tion, to grantreprieves and pardons; and under such rules as 
the Legislature may prescribe, he shall have power to remit 
fines and forfeitures. The Legislature failed at its last session 
to prescribe the rules whichare to govern the Executive in re- 
mitting fines and forfeitures. And as some cases have hereto- 
fore, and others may hereafter be presented which require the 
exercise of the power intended to be given to the Executive by 
the latter part of said section, this subject requires legislative 
action. 

I herewith lay before you the reports of the Secretary of State, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the Adjutant 
General, each of which contains suggestions of alterations in 
the laws which have relation to the different departments from 
which-they emanate. To each of these reports I call your at- 
tention. 

I also transmit, with this communication, the annual reports 
of the Comptroller and Treasurer of the State, made to the Exe- 
cutive according to the requisitions of the law, which show the 
financial condition of the State. Each of these reports contain 
important suggestions. It is especially important to noticethe . 
suggestions contained at length in the report of the Comptroller, 
to which I call the earnest attention of the Legislature. 

A practice of interchanging laws, decisions of the supreme 
courts, and other public documents, has grown up amongst the 
States of the Union which is mutually beneficial: Under it an 
easy and cheap means of obtaining the laws and decisions of 
the courts of the sister States is established, which will enable 
our judges and other public officers to acquaint themselves 
with the laws and decisions of the courts of the other States. 
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Most of the States have regularly under this custom transmitted 
to the Executive of Texas for the use of the State, since its or- 
ganization, their laws, the reports of their courts, and other 
valuable publicdocuments. The Executive has, in return, only 
been able to furnish to each of the States a copy of the acts of our 
our last Legislature, no provision having heretofore been made 
by law for the purpose. I therefore solicit the attention of the 
Legislature to this subject. ‘ 

Courtesy towards a sister State requires that I should lay 
before you for your consideration the accompanying Joint 
Resolution passed by the General Assembly of the State of 
Missouri upon the subject of the regular army of the United 
States. 

Before closing this communication, I must call the attention 
of the Legislature to a subject which is deeply interesting to 
the people of Texas, and to all of the slave-holding States of the 
Union. Is it not a little strange that whilst some communities 
in the northern parts of the Union are constantly and violently 
denouncing the war with Mexico as unnecessary, unjust, un- 
holy and immoral—assailing and denouncing the Executive of 
the Union for prosecuting the war, arid invoking the bitterest 
misfortunes upon all who favor or engage in it; they are the 
first who have raised a dispute in regard to the disposition 
which shall be made of the Territory which they anticipate 
will be conquered and retained by our Government, and that 
they should claim the right of appropriating such territory to 
their own exclusive use? It would seem to be more consist- 
ent with their expressed feeling of holy horror at this war, if 
they should declare that they will nevər polute themselves by 
placing their feet upon soil thus acquired, nor pocket one dollar 
of its proceeds. Yet those people are making every effort to 
deny to the citizens of the South any share in the benefits and 
privileges which may result from the acquisition of territory by 
the war with Mexico. They do not say in so many words that 
we shall be excluded from sharing in the benefits resulting from 
such conquest, yet such would be the consequence which would 
result from their doctrines. Adopt their views, and no citizen 
of the South, who is a slave-holder, would be permitted to emi- 
grate to any part of such acquired territory, without parting 
with that portion of his property which we generally regard as 
most valuable. 

As an evidence (comparatively slight) of what is being done 
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and said in portions of the North upon this subject, I now lay 
before you copies of resolutions passed by the Legislature of 
the States of Rhode Island and Vermont and recently forward- 
ed to the Executive of Texas. lt is proper too that they should 
be accompanied by a copy of resolutions passed in March last 
by the Legislature of the State of Virginia which I likewise 
lay before you, and to which I ask your most favorable consid- 
eration. What right has Congress to pass a law which is to 
be unchangeable, and perpetually to govern and control the 
domestic rights and regulate the internal policy of any State? 
What right has the people of one pertion of the States to pass 
laws regulating and controlling the rights of the citizens of an- 
other State, where those who make such laws have no rights 
as citizens? The South does not ask the Congress of the U. 
States to interfere directly or indirectly, through legislation or 
otherwise, either to establish or abolish slavery in any territo- 
ry. All that we ask is thatthe Republican principle of self- 
government shall not be abridged or trampled upon, that the: 
people of each territory and State shall be left to pass laws 
suitable to their own taste and happiness, restrained so far as 
only they have expressly parted with their political powers by 
the Constitution of the United States. According to that Con- 


` stitution the people of every territory belonging to the United 


States have aright to be admitted into the Union as a State, 
whenever they have a sufficient population, and present to 
Congress a republican form of State government. No other 
question can be legitimately made when the people of any ter- 
ritory claim admission inte the Union asa State. I presume 
that the people of Texas are satisfied tosubmit the question 
of the acquisition of Territdry to the decision of the President 
and his constitutional advisers, but when it is acquired, they 
claim to be joint_owners with the other States, they claim no 
exclusive privilege in such territory and should submit to no 
such claim. ° 

The people of Texas cannot be justly accused of being wan- 
ting inattachment tothe Union. They have shown their at- 
tachment and devotion to it by voluntarily entering it. 

The South has not sought nor did they-wish this dispute.— 
It is the result of an unjust disposition on the part of some of 
the Northern States, to intermeddle with the rights and insti- 
tutions of the South. Those Northern people are the aggres- 
sors, and it is our duty to join with the other States ofthe South, 

DY 
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in resisting their efforts with manly firmness. When has any 
portion oi the South presumed to dictate a change in any poli- 
cy of any Northern State, or meddle with their laws and insti- 
tutions! If our Legislators commit political errors, they are 
only responsible to their constituents—if we sin by adopting 
any policy or law, we are responsible for the sin to God alone- 
The people of the North are neither our guardians, confes- 
sors, or our conscience keepers. 

.. In concluding upon this subject, I will repeat that the South 
has not sought or commenced this contest; but if the North 
wil force it upon us, we will meet it with hearts prepared for 
its very worst dangers, confiding inthe justness of our cause, 
and our ability to maintain our rights. 


J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the two Houses then proceed- 
ed to the election of a Senator to represent the State of Tex- 
as in the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. Williamson, on the part of the Senate nominated Sam 
Houston—no other nomination being made; on calling the roll 
of the Senate, the following Senators voted for Sam Houston. 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Grimes, 
Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Parker, Willimas, Wotten, 
Wallace and Williamson. ` 

Mr. Burleson voted for Antonio Navarro. 

Mr. Dancy voted for James Webb. 

Upon casting up the votes of both Houses, the Speaker an- 
nounced that Sam Houston had received a majority of all the 
votes, and declared him duly and constitutionally elected Sen- 
ator to represent the-State of Texas in the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States for the next ensuing six years. 

Cn motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate returned to their Cham- 
ber. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the resolution offered by him on 
yesterday, in relation to the rules ofthe Senate, was taken up, 
and by leave he withdrew the same. 

On metion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 
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Thursday, 10 o’clock, a. m. 
December 16th, 1847. 


Senate met; roll called; the following Senators answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cu- 
ny, Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Parker. 
Williams, Wotten, Wallace and Williamson—quorum pres- 
ent. 

The Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

The President of the Senate announced the following as 
. standing committees of the Senate. 


Committee on the Judiciary——Messrs. Clark, Philips, Navar- 
ro, Williamson and Abbott. 

Committee on Finance—Messrs. Grimes, Perkins, Wootten, 
McRae and Dancy. 

Committee on the Militia—Messrs. Burleson, Bourland, 
Wallace, Gage and Kinney. 

Committee on Public Lands—Messrs. Bourland, Phillips, 
Jewett, Grimes and Cuny. . 

Committee on Private Land Claims—Messrs. Perkins, Bra- 
shear, Dancy Williams and McRae. 

Committee on Indian Affairs—Messrs. Jewett, Burleson, 
Kinney, Wootten and Gage. 

Committee on Ednucation—Messrs. Phillps, Clark, Cuny, - 
Navarro and Williamson. 

Committee on Internal Improvements—Messrs. Williams, 
Cuny, Parker, Brashear and Burleson. 

Committee on Engrossed and Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Wal- 
lace, Abbott, Parker and Clark. 

Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries—Messrs. Woot- 
ten. Brashear, Gage and Kinney. 

Committee on Claims and Accounts—Messrs. Parker, Dan- 
cy, Grimes and McRae. 

Committee on Contingent Expenses—Messrs. Cuny, Abbott, 
Bourland and Wallace. z 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of sundry individuals, 
praying that Morgan Wilson may be allowed to peddle witk- 
out license, which was read; 
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And, on motion of Mr. Wallace was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. - 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution; 

“Resolved, That the President of the Senate appoint a stan- 
ding Committee of the Senate upon Counties and Sony boun- 
daries”— 

Adopted. l 

Mr. Jewett introduced a Joint Resolution instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives in Congress rel- 
ative to suitable places for holding the sessions of the United 
States District Courts—read first time. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following resolution; 

‘Resolved, That the President of the Senate appoint a stan- 
ding Committee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections:” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the petition praying that Frank- 
lin B. Sexton be permitted to practice law, was taken up, and 
referred tothe Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
throngh their Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the 
Senate, that the House had passed a Joint Resolution to em- 
ploy an express to inform the Hon. Mr. Houston of his election 
to the Senate of the United States Congress, in which they 
had suspended all rules, and respectfully request a like suspen- 
sion on the part of the Senate; which was read first time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule requiring Bills 
and Joint Resolutions to be read on three several days, was 
suspended, read second time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspen- 
ded; read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Committee on Contingent 
Expenses were instructed to contract for the printing of five 
hundred copies of the Governor’s message. 

Mr. Wiliams offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Committee on Contingent Expenses be 
instructed to contraet for one hundred and ten copies of each 
publication of the Texas Democrat, a newspaper published at 
the city of Austin, for the use of the Senate during the ses- 
sion: i 

. Adopted, 
The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the day. 
Joint Resolution for the relief of the citizens of Texas, who 
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had their property destroyed and taken off by the Mexican 
government during the revolution. Read second time and on 
motion of Mr, Cuny, was referred to the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned antil 3 
o'clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 


* 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
‘On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. , 


Friday, 10 o'clock, a. m. 
December 17th, 1847. 


Senate met—roll called —The following Senators answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
‘Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, 
Parker, Williams, Wotten and Wallace—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The President announced the following additional Standing 
Committees: 

Committee on Counties and County boundaries—Messrs. 
Gage, Bourland, Navarro, Dancy and Kinney. j 

Committee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections— 
Messrs. Williams, Phillips, Williamson, Jewett and Burleson. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, Mr. Cuny was added to the Com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Sen- 
ate, that the House had appointed one member from each Ju- 
dicial district, for the purpose of drawing up suitable insiruc- 
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tions to our members in the United States Congress relative to 
Post Routes in this State, and request the appointment of a 
like committee on the part of the Senate, and report the result 
of their deliberations as early as practicable. They have also 
appointed Messrs. Pease, McNeil and Bogart a committee to 
ascertain and report a mode of examining the votes and de- 
claring the persons elected Governor and Lieutenant Govern- 
or, and request a like appointment on the part of the Senate. 

Messrs. Abbott, Phillips, Wallace, Bourland and Parker 
were appointed a committee to act in conjunction with a like 
committee on the part of the House, for the purpose of draw- 
ing up suitable instructions to our membersin the United 
States Congress relative to Post Routes in this State. 

Mr. Perkins offered the following resolution; 

“Resolved, Thata committee of three on the part of the 
Senate be appointed to act in conjunction with a like commit- | 
mittee on the part of the House of Representatives, to collect 
returns for the election of Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
which may have arrived in Austin, and are not now in the 
hands ofthe Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to 
prepare for counting the same and declaring the result there- 
of, when the Legislature shall meet for that purpose.” 

Adopted. ; 

Messrs. Perkins, Clark and Brashear were appointed said 
committee. , 

Mr. Perkins, by leave, introduced a “Bill to be entitled an act 
to amend the third section of an act entitled an act, providing 
for the transfer of Records of Administrators to new counties,” 
accompanied by a petition. Read first time. ’ 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to.be entitled an 
act to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gnneral 
Land Office to issue a patent for one league and one labor of 
land, to the legal heirs of Henry Roberts, deceased, assignee of ` 
A. O. Williams. Read first time. 

Mr. Grimes, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to repeal an act to directthe mode of voting in all popular 
elections. Read first time. 

Mr. Jewett introduced a Joint Resolution, granting further 
time for the payment ofgovernment dues and the return of 
field notes. Read first time. 

Mr. Clark introduced Joint Resolution for the benefit of the 
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Texas volunteers, called into the service of the country in the 
year 1846. Read first time. l 

Mr. Dancy offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the President of the Senate appoint a stan- 
ding committee on Affairs of State.” 

Adopted. 

Messrs. Dancy, Jewett, Williamson, Clark and Williams 
were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Gage, Senator from the district of Nacogdoches, Rusk 
and Houston, appeared, presented his credentials, took the 
oath prescribed by the Constitution and his seat. 

The committee appointed to act in conjunction with a like 
committee on the part of the House, to collect returns for the 
election of Governor and Lieutenant Governor, &c., asked 
leave of absence to perform that duty. Granted. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

Joint Resolution instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives in Congress, relative to suitable places for hold- 
ing the sessions of the United States District Court—réad sec- 
ond time, and, on motion of Mr. Jewett, laid on the table. 

Mr. Abbott offered the following resolution. 

“Resolved, by the Senate, that his Excellency the Governor 
be requested to furnish the Senate such information as he may 
be in possession of respecting suits, either in the State or Uni- 
ted States courts, involving the validity of fraudulent land cer- 
tificates.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Jewett moved that so much ofthe message of the Gor- 
ernor, as relatesto the occupation of Santa Fe by Gen. Kear- 
ney and the establishment ofa territorial government there, 
be referred to the Committee on affairs of State: and that the 
portion of the message relative to the condition of the frontier 
settlements and the Indian tribes be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. Carried. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolucion: 

“Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s message as re- 
lates to the Finances of the State, together with the reports of 
the Comptroller and Treasurer, be referred the committee on 
Finance.” < 

Adopted. 

Mr, Williamson moved that so much of the message of the 
Governor, as relates to the efforts of certain States of the North 
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to abolish slavery and to interfere with the domestic institu- 
tions of the country which may be acquired by conquest be 
referred to the Committee on State Affairs. Carried. 

Mr. Jewett, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an-act 
fo prohibit the recovery of money, property or any article of 
value, lost or won on bets or wagers. Read first time. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
presenting three several communications ‘in «writing, which 
were read and laid onthe table. 

Mr. Abbott moved that the communications‘from his Excel- 
lency be made the special order of the-day for Monday next. 
Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned antil 3 
o'clock, p. m. 


3 oclock, p. m. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. = 

The committee appointed to act in conjunction with a like 
committee on the part ofthe House-of Representatives, to col- 
lect the returns of the election of Governor and Lieutenant Go- 
vernor, &c., through their chairman, Mr. Perkins, made the 
following réport: 


Hon. A. C. Horton, President of the Senate, 


The committee appointed on the part of the Senate to act 
jointly with a like committee of the House of Representatives, 
to collect returns for the election of Governor and Lieutenant. 
Governor, which may have arrived in Austin, and are not now 
in the hands of the Speaker of the House of Représentaives, 
and to prepare for counting the same, and declaring the result 
thereof, when the Legislature shall meet for that purpose, beg 
leave to report that they have met the committee on the part 
ofthe House of Representatives, after conferring together and 
finding no additional returns, the Joint committee have agreed 
to report the accompanying resolution to their respective 
Houses, and recommend its adoption. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 

Dec. 17, 1847, i 


» 
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“Resolved, That the two Houses shall assemble in the Hal 
ofthe House of Representatives, on Saturday, the 18th instant, 
at 10 o'clock, A. M, and the Speaker ofthe House of Represen- 
tatives shall be the presiding officer. That one person be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate, and two on the part of the 
House of Representatives, to make a list of the votes as they 
shall be published and declared. That the Speaker shall open 
and publish all the returns of votes for Governor and Lieuten- 
ant Governor that may bein his possession, That the result 


_shall be delivered by the tellers to the speaker of the House of 


Representatives, who shall announce the state of the vote, and 
the persons elected, to the two Houses assembled as aforesaid, 
which shall-be deemed a declaration by the Speaker, under the 
direction of the Legislature, of the persons elected Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor of the’State of Texas, and together 
with a list of the votes, shalt be entered on the journals of the 
two Houses’—which report and resolution were adopted. 

Mr. Clark, by leave, introdyced a bill to’ be entitled an act to 
admit Asa H. Willie and Josiah F. Crosby to practice law in 
the various courts of this State. Read first time. 

On motion-of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 9 o’clock. 


Saturday, 9 o’clock, a. m. 
December 18th, 1847. 


Senate met—roll called—The following Senators answered ` 


‘to their names: s 


Messrs. Abbott, Boutland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten— 
quorum present, 


The Journal of the preceding -day was read and adopted. 
message was received from the House, through its chief 
clerk, Mr. Benj. E. Hill, informing the Senate that the House 
had adopted a resolution for both Houses to meet in the Repre- 
sentative Hall at 10 o’clock this day, for the purpose of count- 
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ing the votes for Governor and Lieutenant Governor of the 
State of Texas. , 

The President of the Senate appointed Mr. Williamson teller 
on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate took a recess for 
ten minutes. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Senate repaired to the House of Representatives, whereupon 
the votes being counted, tle Speaker of the House declared 
George T. Wood legally and constitutionally elected to the of- 
fice of Governor of the State of Texas for two years, from the 
date ofhis installatioa, and John A Greer, legally and constitu- 
tionally elected to the-office of Lieutenant Governor of the State 

_ of Texas for two years from the date of his installation. 

The Senate returned to their chamber. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, a committee of three were ap- 
pointed to act in conjunction with a like committee on the part 
ofthe House of Representatives, to wait upon the Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor elect, and inform them of their elec- 
tion, and to know at what time it may suit their convenience to 
be installed into office, and make the suitable preparations 
therefor. Messrs. Jewett, Grimes and Bourland were appoint- 
ed said committee. i 

A. message from His Excellency, the Governor, was receiv- 
ed, presenting three several communications in writing. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the Senate adjourned until 3 
o’clock, p. m. 


, 3 o'clock, p. m. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the communications from His Ex- 
cellency, the Governor, were read: one was laid on the table, 
one was made the special order of the day for Monday next, 
and the following referred to the committee on the Judiciary: 


te 


Executive Office, 
Austin, Dec. 18th, 1847. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 


Having been informed by the accompanying communication 
from the Hon. John Hemphill, Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the State, that in the several cases therein named and 
now pending in said court, a majority of the regular members 
of said court are disqualified to hear and determine said cases, 
by reason of their having been counsel in the same. . I appoint- 
ed Thomas J. Jenning, Esq, of Nacogdoches, a Special Asso- 
ciate Judge of said Court according to law, to sit and aid in 
the trial of said cases. 

There being no authority or provision for the payment of 
said Special Judge, I respectfully suggest the propriety of pro- 
viding by law for a just compensation to be paid to him for his . 
services in said cases out of the Treasury of the State. 

J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


Supreme Court, 
February 12th, 1847. 


Sir—I have the honor to inform your Excellency that the 
Honorable Abner S. Lipscomb and the Honorable Royal T. 
Wheeler, Associate Justices of the Supreme Court, having been 
of counsel in the following causes now pending in the said 
Court, are disqualified to hear and determine the same, viz.: 


No. on Docket. 
Ann Dailey 
Vs. 39. 
Nancy Bodine. 
Nancy Bodine 


VS. 40. 
-Ann Dailey. 
William Cowings 
VS. 138. 
Elijah A. Loyd, Adm’r. 


William C. Duffield, l 
Vs. 153. 
Sam. Houston. \ 
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Wyatt Hanks 
vs. 193. 
Napoleon B. Thompson, 
William C. Duffield, ) 
VS. 248. 
Nancy Bodine. j 


Burwell J. Thompson: 
vs. 263. 
Lambeth & Thompson. 


And that the Hon. Abner S. Lipscomb and the undersigned 
are disqualified to hear and determine the following cauges, 
having been of counsel inthe same, viz. 


x 
Nos. 


‘Albert C. Horton, 
vs. 50. 
Henry Brown. 
Sarah A. Wharton, Ex’trix, 
i Vs. 184, 


Joel Leed. 
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All of which I certify, in conformity with law. 
(Signed) JOHN -HEMPHILL, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 
To His Excellency, James Pinckney Henderson, : 
Governor of the State-of Texas, 


The committee appointed on the part of the Senate to act in 
conjunction with a like committee on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to inform the Governor and Lieutenant Gov- 

: ernor of their election, &c., reported duty performed, and that 
the-Governor and Lieutenant Governor elect, would meet the 
Honorable Senate and House of-Representatives on Tuesday 
next, at 20’clock, p. m., for the purpose of being installed. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the Senate adjourned until Monday 
-‘morning, at 10.o’clock. 
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Monday, 10 o’clock, a. m. 
December 20th, 1847. 


Senate met—roll called—The following Senators answerd 
to their names. 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage. Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten— 
quorum present; the Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of sundry citizens of Dallas 
county, praying the passage ofa law, authorizing them to Io- 
cate the Seat of Justice of said county by vote—referred to the 
committee on counties and county boundaries. 

Mr. Perkins presented the petition of Elijah D. Holland, 
praying for relief, which was referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of R. F. Miller, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following resolution. 

“Resolved, That the committee on arrangements for.the in- 
auguration of Governor and Lieut. Governor elect, be reques- 
ted to invite the Rev. Mr. Thrall to officiate as Chaplain for 
the occasion.” Adopted. 

Mr. Williams by leave, introduced a billto be entitled an 
act better to define the boundary lines of Grayson county— 
read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to admit Asa H. Willie and Josi- ` 
ah F. Crosby to practicelaw in the various counties of this 
State—read second time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to amend the third section of an act entitled an act 
providing for the transfer of the records of adminstrators to 
new counties—read second time. 
~ And, on motion of Mr, Williamson, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill te authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent for one league and labor 
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of land to the heirs of Henry O. Roberts, dec’d., assignee of A. 
O. Williamson—read second time, and 

. On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on 

the Judiciary. 

A bill to répeal an act to direct the mode of voting in all 
popular elections—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson referred to the committee on 
privileges and elections. ¢ 

Joint Resolution for the benefit of the Texas volunteers, 
called into the service of the country in the year 1846—read 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on the 
Militia. 

-Abil to be entitled an act to prohibit the recovery of mon- 
ey, property or any article of value lost or won on bets or wa- 
gers; read second time. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A Joint Resolution instructing the Senators and requesting 
the Representatives in Congress relative to suitable places for, 
holding the sessions of the United States District Court—read_ 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A message was received:from the House of Representatives 
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the 
Senate that the House had appointed & committee consisting 
of Messrs. Robertson, Dooley and Davis of Liberty, to act in 
conjunction with a like committee on the part of the Senate to 
make arrangements for the inauguration ofthe Governor and 
Lieut. Governor elect. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate went into Executive 
session. The business before the Senate in its executive ca- 
pacity having been disposed of. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 3- 
o'clock, p. m. 
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3 o'clock, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
presenting three several communications in writing, which 
were read—one of which being the report ofthe AttorneyGen- 
eral, was referred to the committee on the Judiciary, which re- 
port was as follows: ` 

Office of the Attorney General, 
Dec. 20th, 1847. ? 


To His Excellency, J. Pincknéy Henderson, 


Srr,—In compliance with usage and the law,F have the hon- 
or to submit to you the following report of the transactions of 
this office. 

I herewith transmit a copy of the report of Thomas Johnson, 
Esq., District Attorney of the third Judicial district, being the 
only report of the kind thathas been received: and asit con- 
tains many important suggestions in relation to the criminal 
laws of the-State, I would most respectfully recommend that it 
be submitted to the consideration ofthe Legislature. 

One of the first ofmy official acts, was tocomply with the 
Ordinance of the Convention, requiring me to institute pro- 
ceedings against those Colony Contractors, who had entered 
into contracts with the President ofthe late Republic; and be- 
fore the first term of the District Courts was held under the 
State Government, I prepared petitions to try the validity of 
each of those contracts. and transmitted them to the appro- 
priate District Attorneys. So far as I have been advised, these 
causes are still pending in the District Courts for the respec- 
tive counties in which they were instituted. These petitions 
were, in the first instance, in the name of the Governor; buta 
doubt having subsequently arisen as to whether the suits 
should not have been brought in the name of the State, I have 
instructed the District Attorneys to file other petitions, which 
has doubtless been accordingly done. And in order to render 
the law certain on the subject, it would probably advance the 
public interest, to advise the Legislature to pass an act requir- 
ing suits, in which the State may have an interest, to be in- 
stituted in the name of the State. 

Of the Empresario cases, which were pending in the Dis- 
trict Court of Travis county, two were dismissed by the court 
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atts last Spring Term. The cause of Sterling C. Robertson 
was argued and submitted tothe Supreme Conrt at its last 
term, but no decision of the case has yet been announced. 

Before the conanencement of the fall term, 1846, of the Dis- 
trict Court of Travis county, I notified His Excellency, A. C, 
Horton, then the acting Governor of the State, that my previ- 
ous engagements were such as to render it impracticable for 
me to be in attendance at thatterm ofthe court, and that my 
former connection with some of the Empresario cases, would 
make it improper for me, at any time, to attend to them onthe 
part of the Government. Upon the receipt of this informa- 
tion, Governor Horton, acting under the provisions of the law, 
which permitted the Executive of the Republic to employ as- 
tant counsel in these cases, employed James Webb,Esq., to at- 
tend to them on the part of the State. assuring him, at the 
same time, thatthe Legislature would make an adequate ap- 
prepriation to pay him for whatever services he might render. 
‘Tnder this agreement he has attended to the two cases in the 
District Court, in which I could not appear for the State. One 
of them, in that court, resulted unfavorably to the State, but an 
appeal was taken from this decision, and the case is now pen- 
ding in the Supreme Court. In the other, a verdict of a jury 
was rendered in favor of the State, which, however, was set 
aside by the court, and a new trial awarded to the plaintiffi— 
At a subsequent term of the court a mis-trial was had in this 
cause: and the object of this portion of my communication is, 
to ask that the Legislature be advised to make an apprepria- 
tion sufficient to pay for the services which have already been 
rendered in these causes. and to provide that in future they 
shail, on the part of the State, receive that attention which 
their importance requires. 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, various suits 
have been instituted in the District Courts of the State, having 
for their object the establishment of certificates, which were 
issued by Boards of Land Commissioners prior to the year 
1840, without the necessity of complying with the provisions 
of the “actto-detect fraudulent land certificates.” and “to pro- 
vide for issuing patents to legal claimants.” The further ob- 
ject of these suits was, to obtain a decision of the court; de- 
elaring this act to be unconstitutional. The immediate effect 
of such a decision would be, to establish, as valid, against the 
government all those fraudulent claims, which have hith- 
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erto been objects of so much solicitude to the Legislature, to 
the Convention, and to the people of Texas. And at the soli- 
citation of the District Attorney, I contributed my aid in the 
defence of one of those cases, which, about twelve months 
since, was instituted in the District Court for the county of 
Galveston. This cause there resulted favorably to the de- 
fendant, but the plaintiff appealed from that decision, and it is 
now pending in the Supreme Court of the State. And itis by 
no means, improbable, that before the meeting of the next 
Legislature. some causes for the establishment of these claims, 
will be taken to the Supreme Court of the United States where 
unless some adequate provisions be previously made, the in- 
terest of the State will be entirely undefended. To this sub- 
ject the attention of the Legislature should, I think, be imme- 
diately directed. For, if these claims be established against 
the State, they will be amply sufficient to exhaust the most 
valuable portion of her public domain, which is the only avail- 
able resource to which she can resort for the payment of her 
pecuniary’ liabilities. 

At the last term of the Supreme Court, several causes were 
determined, in which the respective parties claimed of the 
government, the quantity of land allowed by law to colonists 
and settlers. A portion of these resulted favorably to the 
claimants, and a portion resulted favorably to the Government. 
But no case involving a large interest has, as yet, been deci- 
ded by that court against the State, though there still exists 
upon its docket a number of causes involving a vast amount of 
property. These have claimed, and must continue to claim & 
large share of time and attention, to the exclusion of other 
duties of my office, which become of minor importance when 
compared to them. 

The attention to these numerous duties, which were of over- 
whelming importance to the State, will, I trust, furnish a suf- 
ficient excuse for my not having complied with the requisitions 
of the act to provide for revising, digesting and arranging the 
laws, both civil and criminal, and to report the same to you, to 
be laid before the Legislature at its present session. To attend 
to the other, which [deemed the more important duties of my 
office, and to attend to this also, would have been utterly im- 
practicable. Fora very slight reflection upon the subject, 
will be sufficient to convince any reasqnable mind, that to dis- 
charge the duties prescribed by this act with either credit to 
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myself, or advantage to the State, wouid have required my ex- 
clusive attention for nearly the whole period of my term 
of office. J, therefore, solicit you to ask the Legislature to 
excuse me from making such areport, upon the ground that it 
was impossible to discharge the whole of my official duties 
which the law had prescribed, and ‘that of these, I discharged 
those which were the most urgent and the most important. I 
would further suggest that you recommend to the Legislature, 
the passage of a resolution appointing some competent gentle- 
man, to digest the actsof a general nature new in force, and 
that they make a suitable appropriation to remunerate him for 
the discharge cf this laborious and important duty. For with- 
out this, the duties of the office of Attorney General are surely 
sufficiently burthensome. And I would, with greatrespect,sug- 
gest that the policy would be amost mistaken one which would 
throw this arduous task upon that officer, whose duty it is to at- 
tend to every criminal cause in the Supreme Court, and to every 
civil cause in that court, in which the State may have an interest; 
and upon whose professional services the State also relies to 
defeat claims for probably more than thirty millions of acres of 
the pablic domain. This view of the subject becomes still | 
more- imposing when it is remembered that the different-tribu-— 
nals to which some of a large class of these claims, were re- 
cently submitted, gave diametrically opposite decisions in re- 
gard to their validity. And though many of them have, in ef- 
fect, been denounced as fraudnlent and void by the taws and 
the constitution of our State, yet the claims themselves have 
been sustained as valid by the decision of a court of the United 
States, which could have resultedalone from the fact that the 
court considered that portion of our laws and our coustitution, 
as being in opposition to the constitution of the late Republic 
and that of the United States. 

In compliance with that portion of the statute which requires 
me to suggest such amendments to the laws, as I may deem ad- 
visable. I will direct attention te “the act to organize Probate 

Courts,” and will advise its repeal, and that another be en- 
acted in its stead. I would also advise that a more summary 
remedy be-given for the collection of the license tax. It has 
repeatedly happened that transient persons have refused to 
comply with that portion of the law, which requires the pay- 
ment of such a tax, and would exercise their calling, trade or 
profession, while a suit was pending to enforce its provisions, 
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and before its termination they would either sell their property 
or remove with it beyond the limits of the State. 

The Legislature should, I think, be strongly advised to pass 
an act to carry into effect the “act to establish a State Peni- 
tentiary” and to modify the criminal laws of the State accord- 
ingly. For the spirit of the age, and of the State in which we 
live, seems to be entirely averse to the enforcement of sanguin- 
ary laws. And daily experience proves that a punishment 
which is mild is more apt to be inflicted than one which is se= 
vere, and that the certainty, far more than the severity of the 
punishment prevents the perpetration of crimes. But. I would 
not be understood as desiring the entire abolition of capital 
punishment. There are some crimes of an enormous charae- 
ter, such for example, as malicious murder, rape or arson, 
which ought in my judgment, to receive apunishment not less 
severe than death. 

In order to guard the interest, and enferce the rights of the 
State, in those important civil causes which have already 
arisen, and must continue to arise in the District Courts; and 
in order to give full effect to these laws which were enacted 
fer the prevention and punishment of crimes. I would mest 
respecttuily recommend an increase of the compensation of 
District Attorneys. Such inducements should, I think. be held 
out by the Legislature, as would secure for these offices the 
ablest attorneys within the respective districts. For it is an 
alarming fact that the solvency or insolvency of the State de- 
pends upon the ultimate decision of the questions involved in 
causes now pending in the District Courts. And, independent- 
ly of all this, surely the State could make no better appropri- 
ation „than one which would infuse strength into the arm of 
the law; which would tend directly to secure the peace 
and order of the whole community, and would at the same 
time, throw, as it were, a shield of protection around the prop- 
erty and the lives of its citizens. 

I have the honor to be your ob’dt. serv’t. 
JOHN W. HARRIS. 


One a communication in reply to a resolution of the Senate 
ealling upon him for information respecting suits involving 
the validity of fraudulent land certificates which was referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary, and is as follows: 
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Exscyrrve Orrics, }' 
Austin, Dec. 20th 1847. 


To the Hossrable tle Sencte z f 
» 

In compliance with 2 reselutior passed by your honorable 
kody, en the Lith instant. I now have the honor to lay before. 
you suck information, as the Executive is in possession ef yes- 
pecting sults now pending in our State and the United States 
Courts, invelving the valklity of frandulent land certificates. 

È refer vou tothe report of the Atterney General ef the State, 
whick I this day laid Before you, for all of the facts which E 
arin possession ef, conneeted with a suit brought in the District 
Court at Galveston, (and which is now in the Supreme Court 
of the State) the abjeet of which, it is understood, is to settle a 
prineipie im our courts, which will establish against the State 
a large portion of the claims usually denominated fraudutent. 
7 have also heen informed by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, that a suit is sove pending against kim in the Dis- 
trict Court cf Fravis county, te compel him, as Commissioner, 
teisse @ patent upon a certificate for a leagne and labor of 
tang whick isssed im Jasper county, andiwas not recommended: 
by the Commissioners appointed under the law te-detect fraud- 
ulert land claims, but which was embraced with many others, 
in a fraudvlent and ferged retarn, purporting to: be the return: 
of the Land Beard from: Jasper eomnty. 

The only case which hes. been commenced, as far as I am 
advised, in the United States District court, for the purpose of 
establishing any of these claims, is one which was cemmenced: 
at Galveston, and reraoved to New Orleans for trial, where it 
was erguec last Spring by V. E Howard Esg, whe repaesent-- 
ed tke interest ef Texas. The Judge; before whomit was tried, 
did not determine the case, at the time it was argued, but it is- 
understoed that ke lately gave an opinion in the case: in favor 
of the claimant, and against the-interest of the State. ‘rhis case 
will probably be taken by appea? tothe Supreme Court of 
the United Stutes, as it is understood both:the plaintiffand de- 
fendant are interested‘in having the judgment of the District 
Court confirmed by the highest tribunal, as a precedent to 
guide in all such eases in future. 

Upon inquiry, I learn from the County Surveyor ef Bexar 
aounty, and V. E. Howand Esq., who appeared: in:the eases-on: 
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behalfof the State, that three suits kave recently been conr 
menced in the county of Bexar against said Ceunty Surveyer, 
for the purpose of compelling him te survey between _fourtece 
and fyteen hundred leaguesand labersef these spurieus claims. 
The answers in these cases have been prepared by Mr. How- 
ard and filed, and the cases centinued antil the next sprieg 
term ef the court. 

I am, also, informed by the said Surveyor, that he has been 
notified by the claimants, that about three hundred similar 
claims will be presented te him soer for lecation and survey, 
upon which, it is presumed, suits will likewise be commenced. 

Í regret thatthe limited time allowed me, has prevented me 
from returning a more satisfactory respense te the enquiry of 
your khonerable bedy. 

` The above facts will, however, be safficient te skow to you 
that the interest which the State has invelved in these cases, 


is of great magnitude. 
3. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


And the other was acted upon in Executive session. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Benjamin Bryant, 
praying that certain children therein named may be legitima- 
ted—referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolation : 

«Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land OF 
fice be requested te communicate to this Neuse, whether or 
not, any archives from the criginai Department of Bexar are 
now in his office, and if so, whether or net any of such archives 
velate to the land titles of the State.” Adopted. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary o1 State be requested te com- 
municate to this House, whether or not any archives from the 
original Department of Bexar, are now in his office, and if so, 
whether or not any such archives relate te the land titles of 
the State.” Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved, that the committee on Haroiled and 
Engrossed Bills be separated, and a separate committee be ap- 
pointed on cach—carried. 

On motien of Mr. Wallace, the 55th section of the rules of 
the Senate was so amended as to read—“it shall be in onder 
for the committees on Engressed and Enrolied bills te report at 
any time.” 
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Mr. Dancy moved to strike out the words “ayes and noes” 
wherever they occur in the rules of the Senate, and insert the 
words “yeas and nays.” Lost. 

The committee on Contingent expenses made the following 
report: 


Hon. å. C. Horton, President of the Senate: 


The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution of the Senate instructing said committee 
to contract for 110 copies of each publication of the “Texas 
Democrat,” and also the printing of 500 copies of the Govern- 
or’s message; beg leave to report, that they have contracted for 
the number of copies of each, called for by the resolution, at the 
following rates—five cents a piece for each number of the 
Democrat, and fifteen dollars for 500 copies of the Governor’s 
message to be furnished in pamphlet form. 


PHIL M. CUNY, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 

Mr. Perkins offered the following Resolution : 

“Resoivcd, That the Committee on Contingent Expenses be 
instructed to contract for 110 copies of the Texas Democrat, 
in additicr to the number already contracted for, for the use 
of the Senate—upon which the yeas and nays being called, 
siecd thus: 

Yeas.— Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Dancy, Gage, Perkins 
and Willianis—6 yeas. 
© Navs.—Messrs. Abbott, Burleson, Clark, Cony, Grimes, 
Jewett, Merea, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace and Wil- 
iiamson—li. Lost. ‘ a 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow, half past 1 o'clock, P. M. 


mara 


‘Trespay, 1-2 past 1 o'clock, P. ae 
December 21st, 1847. 


Senate met—roll called--the following Senators answered 
to their names: 
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Messrs. Abbot, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Dancy, Grimes, 
Gage, Jewett, McRea, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace and 
Williams—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
-- transmitting the following communication. 


Execurcve OFFICE, 
_ Austin, Dee. 20th, 1847. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I have the honor to inform you that I have received from 
the Hon. A. Hutchinson, a manuscript copy of a Digest of the 
laws of Texas, prepared by that gentleman, which he informs 
me includes all of the Legislation of the Republic of Texas, 
down to the 27th February, 1845, and which he proposes to sell 
to the State for the sum of one thousand dollars. Such a work 
is much needed, and would becheap.at the price for which it 
is offered, if it should prove to be as perfect as it is believed 
Mr. Hutchinson is capable of making. It is too voluminous 
to be transmitted with this communication, but it is now in the 
Executive Department, subject to your inspection. I would 
respectfully suggest to your honorable body the propriety of 
having the same examined by a proper committee, that the 
Legislature may dispose of Mr. Hutchinson’s proposition ac- 
cordingly, 

J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


Which communication, on motion of Mr. Parker was referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The President of the Senate retired to be present at the in- 
auguration of the Governor and Lieut. Governor elect. 

Qn motion of Mr. Phillips, Mr. Burleson took the chair as 
President, pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate took recess for 
five minutes. 

Senate met—quorum present. 

A message was received from His: Excellency the Governor, 
presenting two communications in writing—one in relation to 
a treaty entered into by the United States Government with 
the various tribes of Indians in Texas—which, on motion of 
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Mr. Bourland was referred to the committee on Indian Affairs. 

One in relation to tho appointment of District Attornies in 
the 5th and 6th Judicial Districts, which was on motion of Mr. 
Williamson, laid on the table. 

The President pro tem., announced that the time had arrived 
when the Senate should meet the House of Representatives to ° 
be present at the inauguration of the Governor and Lieuten- 
ant Governor elect. Whereupon the Senate repaired ‘to the 
place prepared for that purpose. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Thrall. 

His Excellency, J. Pinckney Henderson arose and delivered 
his valedictory address—after which, His Excellency A. C. 


Horton, President ofthe Senate, addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: ’ ` 


Gentlemen of the Senate: . 


My official connection with your body being about to termi- 
nate, I embrace the present moment to tender to you the 
assurance of my high and grateful appreciation of the honor 
which im this relation I have enjoyed. A relation which apart 
from the gratifying considerations of public confidence implied 
by its bestowal, has been rendered still more pleasing by un- 
interrupted courtesy in our intercourse, and the conviction on 
my part, that whenever I have erred, I have been judged by 
you in a spirit of charity and forbearance. I congratulate 
you upon the general prosperity and happiness of our State 
` and nation, forcing upon the mind so vivid'a contrast with the 
distracted condition and gloomy prospects of other lands. And 
I confide in the efficiency of your labors—the patriotism of 
your counsels, and a proper sense of gratefulness to him in 
whose hands are the destinies of nations, to ensure and per- 
petuate this happy condition, 

Į leave with you, gentlemen, my warmest wishes for your 
individual happiness—your legislative usefulness and honor, 


and in taking leave, bid you all individually and collectively 
an affectionate farewell. 


The oath of office was then administered by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives to the Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor elect. The Governor then delivered his inaugural 
address, as follows: 


41 
Gentlemen of the Legislature, and Fellow- Citizens : 


The present occasion inspires me with pleasing and grate- 
ful emotions, Iam deeply affected by the recent manifestation 
of the partiality of the people of Texas, in conferring upon me 
the distinguished office of Governor of the State, and I avail 
myself of this opportunity to return to them, through their ho- 
norable representatives, my most sincere and hearty thanks, 
with the solemn assurance, that in the discharge of the high 
trusts, so generously confided to me, my highest aim shall be, 
to merit their continued and abiding esteem. 

I will regard the solemn injunctions of the oath which the 
constitution requires me to take, but not more sacredly than I 
will the moral obligations imposed upon me by a brave and 
generous people. 

Upon this occasion a full exposition of my views of state 
policy cannot be expected. At an early day, I will recommend 
to the consideration of the Legislature, as the constitution re- 
` quires me to do, such measures as the public interests may 
seem to require. 

.To such measures as the Legislature in its wisdom may 
adopt, to promote the public welfare, I can promise an honest 
and cordial co-operation. 

Gentlemen, I am apprised of the arduousness and responsibi- 
lity of the duties which will soon devolve upon me, nor am I 
insensible of my own inexperience and inability. I therefore 
feel less hesitancy in requesting of you, in the outset, your aid 
and reciprocal co-operation. Your patriotism and intelligence, 
together with your uniform courtesy and kindness, is a suffi- 
cient gnaranty to me, that, in the constitutional discharge of my 
duties, your valuable assistance will be accorded, readily and 
cordially. l 

Senators and Representatives! You are already actively en- 
gaged in the discharge of your important duties. Your con- 
stituents, while they have honored you with their preference, 
have entrusted to you their most sacred interests. I will not 
reflect upon your integrity by urging upon you the importance 
of a zealous advocacy of, and adherence to such measures and 
principles as will promote their present and future prosperity. 

I will only indulge the hope that the present session, com- 
menced under such auspicious circumstances, “may result in 
abundant good to our common constituents. , 
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During the administration of my pedea the rights of 
Texas to her territorial limits, as uniformly asserted, have been 
recognised by the Executive of the United States. The inva- 
sion of onr soil has been repelled and hurled back upon our 
vain-glorious foe, and the sword, that alternative long delayed, 
until forced upon us by Mexico, has successfully done its work 
of retributive justice upon our obstinate, but now defeated ene- 
my. During the progress of the war, in which the patriotism 
and valor of the nation have been most signally displayed, the 
conduct of Texians have sustained their high reputation for 
chivalry, already won on many a hard-fought field. They have 
proved themselves among the foremost to march at their coun- 
try’s call. They have fought in the front ranks of battle, and 
by their valor and numbers, have added strength to the armies 
= the Union, and fresh laurels to the martial character of their 
tate, 

As the Executive officer of “the State, it will be my effort to 
aid and assist the present administration of the national Go- 
vernment, in its general policy, and especially in a continued 
vigorous prosecution of the war, against our common enemy, 
as the only proper means of securing a lasting and honorable 

eace, and relying upon the support of your honorable bodies, 
E shall endeavor to sustain to the utmost our territorial limits, 
and guard with vigilance the rights of our State, guarantied by 
the compact of annexation, and the original compromises of 
the federal constitution. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I would recommend to you har- 
mony of action. Itisan essential element in legislation. Guard ` 
against localand sectional prejudices. Let us cultivate friend- 
ly and social intercourse with each other, and may one soul and 
one spirit animate us—a disinterested desire to prove ourselves 
worthy servants ofadeserving people. So that when our labors 
are ended, and weretire to the peaceful quietude of our homes, 
we will bear with us the grateful consciousness of having acted 
well our parts, and the welcome thanks of a generous consti- - 
tuency will attend us. i 

But, gentlemen, as it is human nature to err, we should not 
omit, in our councils, to invoke the aid of the Supreme Being, 
who, while he is the fountain of all wisdom, is the gracious dis- 
penser of national, as well as individual blessings. 

The Senate returned to their chamber, whereupon the Hon. 
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John A. Greer, President of the Senate, addressed the Senate 
as follows: i 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


'It affords me pleasure to greet you as the Representatives of 
the people of Texas, by whom I have been so recently elevated 
to the station I now occupy, as presiding officer of this body— 
the duties of which though arduous, and at times extremely 
ead por riag, I shall endeavor to discharge with fidelity and im- 

artiality. 

: My oi connection with Texas dates back to the year 
1838, and I now with pleasure behold before me those with 
whom I have acted in days that are past and gone, and which 
bring vividly to my mind the troubles and difficulties that 
Texas has undergone; but still survives to add another evi- 
dence of man’s capacity of self-government, and to afford an 
asylum for millions yet unborn. 

The present period of her existence is perhaps the most cri- 
~ tical—her destinies for the time being have been committed to 
your hands. Much will depend upon you, whether she shall 
be prosperous and happy, that you may be able soto guide and 
direct her, is my fervent prayer. 

Gentlemen, permit me to tender to the people of Texas 
through you, my sincere thanks for the honor they have thought 
proper to confer upon me, and I will indulge the hope that my 
connection with the Senate will be of an agreeable character— 
to make it so will be my highest ambition. 

I can only refer you to my past services as an earnest of what 
my future will be. . 

Mr. Grimes moved the Senate adjourn until to-morrow, 10 
o'clock. Mr. Wallace moved 11 o'clock—lost. The question 
then récurred on’ Mr. Grimes’ motion—carried. 
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Wednesday, 10 o'clock. a. i. 
December 22, 1847. 


Senate met—rell called. The following Senators answered 
to their names: i 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, KcRae, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wooton—quorum pres- 
ent. The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of sundry citizens of Chero- 
kee and a portion of Nacogdoches and Houston counties, pray- 
ing for a new county, which, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, was referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Clark offered the following Resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and he is hereby 
requested io furnish the Senate with a statement of the enume- 
ration of the inhabitants of the State, as made to him by the 
Assessors and Collectors of Taxes, of the several counties of the 
State, in view of the arrangement by the present Legislature of 
representation as required by the 29th section of the 3d Article 
of the Constitution:” adopted. ` 

Mr. Burleson offered the following Resolution: 

“Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to act in conjunction with a committee of 
the House, to make suitable arrangements for the reception of 
the remains of the late gallant Capt. Samuel H. Walker :” 
adopted. r 

Messie. Burleson, Dancy ard Phillips were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Jewett, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled an act, 
to provide for vesting in the State escheated property; read 
ist time. ; 

Mr. Phillips, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
for the punishment of crimes and misdémeanors, which was 
read ist time. 

A message was-received from the House, through its chief 
clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Senate that the House 
had unanimously adopted a Resolution, appointing a joint com- 
mittee of the Legistature, to make suitable arrangements for 
the reception of the remains ofthe late Capt. S. H. Walker, and 
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had appointed Messrs. Robertson, Railey, Irion, Allen, Lewis 
and McCown, said committee on the part of the House- 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill to be entitled an. act, toamend 
the Eleventh Section of an act, entitled“An Act defining the 
office and duties of coroners,” approved May 13th, 1846: read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the following communications 
from the Secretary of State, and the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, were read : 


SECRETARY oF Srare’s Orren, } 
Austin, Dec, 21, 1847. 


To the Honorable the President of the Senate: 


Sir—TI had the honor this morning to receive the resciution 
of the Senate, in relation to the “ Arghives fromthe original de- 
partment of Bexar,’ and in reply I have to state that on yester- 
day afternoon, George Van Ness, clerk of the county court of 
Bexar, accompanied by V. BE. Howard, Esq, called at the State 

- Office, and inquired if there were not some boxes of papers left 
here belonging to Bexar? I replied that there were three boxes 
in the passage, which had been sent here from the General Land 
Office, where they had been examined, and the papers relating” 
to the General. Land Office taken out, and I understood. that the 
documents remaining belonged to the eounty of of Bexar, 
Early this morning, before breakfast, Mr. Van Ness came with 
a wagon and took the three boxes, saying that if there were any 
papers in them not belonging to Bexar, they should be return- 
ed. I have known nothing of these boxes, except the general 
understanding that they contained the archives of the old. muni- 
cipality of Bexar. 

Air. Van Ness assures me that the boxes are still In iow} 
and will be detained and held subject to the order of the Senate. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID G. BURNET. 
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GENERAL Lanp OFFICE, 
December 21, 1847. 


To the Honorable ihe President of the Senate: 


Sir—In reply to the resolution of the Honorable Senate, of 
the 20th instant, requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to communicate to that body, “whether or not any 
Archives from the original department of Bexar are now in his 
office; and, if so, whether or not, any of such Archives relate 
to the land titles of this State.” I herewith enclose a statement 
from the Spanish clerk of this office, who examined the Archives 
alluded to, and which I trust will be satisfatory. 

Some of the Archives referred to have laid in this office until 
this morning, from whence they were removed by the Authori- 
ties of Bexar county,'previous fo the receipt of the resolution 
of the Senate. d 

i have the honor to be, with great respect, 
your very obedient servant, 
THOS. WM. WARD. 


a 


GENERAL Lann OFFICE, } 
Austin, 2ist December, 1847. 


To the Honorable Thos. Wm. Ward, ' 
Commissioner of the General Land Qffce,: 


Sir—In obedience to the resolution of the Hon. the Senate of 
the State of Texas, directed to you under date 20th instant, re- 
questing you to communicate, whether or not any Archives 
from the original department of Bexar are now in this office, 
and if so, whether or not any of such Archives telate to the land 
titles of this State, I have the honor to report, that, on the 13th 
October, 1846, five large and two small boxes, containing Span- 
ish documents were received in this office, from the office of the 
Secretary of State,for examination; that, according to your in- 
structions, I have.examined the contents of those boxes, and 
have' compiled all the land titles and papers having reference to 
Lands, Colonization, Missions, Empresario Contracis, Orders, 
Decrees, and laws of Spain, Mexico, and Coahuila and Texas 
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within the limits of Texas proper, and some of Coahuila, which 
were found in the said boxes. That the remaining part of the 
papers relate to matters belonging to the Probate Courts and 
other departamental, and city matters of Bexar, Goliad, and 
Nacogdoches, and the military and revenue service, the adminis- 
tration of justice, political matters, revolutionary movements, 

roclamations, é&c., of the country, from its settlement to the 
end of 1835. l 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, 
: your obedient servant, 
GEO. FISHER, 
Spanish Clerk General Land Office. 


Mr. Williamson offered the following Resolution: 

“Resolved, That permission be given to George Van Ness, 
county clerk of Bexar county, to transmit to said county the 
papers now in his possession, recefved from the State Depart- 
ment under the assurance of his returning to the General Land 
Office papers relating to land titles of generalinterest: adopted: 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the nomination of the Hon. Amos 
Clark, as Judge of the Sixth Judicial District, was taken up and 
referred toa-select committee, with power to send for persons 
and papers. - 

Messrs. Parker, Gage, Jewett, Williamson and Williams 
were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Wallace presented sundry documents in relation to said 
nomination, which were read and referred to said select com- 
mitiee. 

Mr. Gage presented sundry resolutions adopted ata meeting 
of the members of the Bar, in attendance upon the District 
Court of Henderson county; which were read and referred to 
the same committee. 4 

Mr. Wallace offered the following Resolution : ë 

“ Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
Senate, to wait upon tħe Hon. House of Representatives ofthe 
State of Texas, and through the Hon. Speaker thereof, to request 
that they will, at their earliest convenience, transmit to the Sen- 
ateall such bills and resolutions on the file of unfinished busi- 
ness of the House of Representatives, as originated in the Sen- 
ate, during the last session of the Legislature :” adopted. 

Messrs. Wallace, Cuny and McRae were appointed said 
committee. ` 


48 


Mr. Abbott introduced joint resolution authorizing and re- 
quiring the Gevernor to propose a sale of the public lands to 
the United States: read Ist time. 

Senate then proceeded to the orders of the day: 

e A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for the location of the 
county site of Grayson county: read 2d time, and referred to — 
the commitiee on counties and County Boundaries; 

A bill to be entitled ari act, better to define the boundary of 
Grayson county: read 2d time, and referred to the committee 
on counties and county boundaries. =: 

Mr. Perkins offered the following Resolution: 

Resolved, 'Fhat the committee on contingent expenses be in- 
structed to make arrangements to pay the postmaster, out of 
the contingent fand for the use of the Senate, the postage on 
any and all newspapers and public documents, on which post- 
age is required by law to be paid, which may be sent through 
the postotfice by the members of the Senate during the present 
session: adopted. f 

The President of the Senate appointed the following standing 
committees : 

Coramittee on Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Perkins, Jewett, 
McRae and Grimes. i. 

On Enroiled Bilis—Messrs. Abbott, Wootten, Gage and Bur- 
leson. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following Re- 
port: 


SENATE CHAMBER, : 


December 22d, 1847. 


Hon. John A. Greer, President of the Senate: 


The committee on Engrosred Bills have examined a joint 
resolution “to repeal the jointresolution granting farther -time 
for the payment of government dues and the return of field 
notes,” and finding the same correctly engrossed, have directed 


me to report accordingly. S. W, PERKINS, Chairman 
3 Re : za H Md ; 


On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until 3 
o'clock, p. m. i 


: ; 
3 o’clock, p. m 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present, 

Mr, Perkins ofiered the following Resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Hon. Antonio Navarro,Senator from 
Bexar county, be allowed an interpreter for the. present session, 
and that such interpreter be allowed, out of the contingent fund 
for the use of the Senate, three dollars per day while employed 
as such:” adopted, + f 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o'clock, 

‘ 


i 
\ 


‘Thursday, 10 o'clock, a. m, 
$ December 33d, 18547. 


Senate met—roll called—The following Senators answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phil- 
lips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten+-quornm present—The 
Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Jewett introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to prohibit 
the sale or disposal of powder, lead, or spirituous liquors to 
Indians: read Sst time, 

Mr. Wallace offered the following Resolution: 

« Resolved, That the Lieutenant Governor of the State,now pre- 
siding, ex oficio,as President of the Senate thereof, appoint all 
the standing commitiees of the Senate, in his discretion, for and 
during the present sessin of the * Legislature of said State; it 
being one of his prerogatives to do se, and it devolving upon 
him otherwise according to Parliamentary usage, as under- 
stood by the Senate? adopted.’ 

Mr. Gage offered the following Resolution: 

“Resolved, That a special committee of five be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to take into consideration, and report to 
the pues by bill or otherwise, as to the best probable made of 
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ascertaining,the amount and character of the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas :” adepted. 

Messrs. Gage, Dancy, Brashear, Wallace and Cuny were 
appointed said committee. ; 

The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the day: 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor to 
propose a sale ofthe public lands to the Government of the 
United States:.read 2d time; and, i 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on Stat 
Affairs; i 

A bill to be entitled an Act, defining the office and duties of 
coroners, approved May 18th, 1846: read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary ; N z 

A bill to be entitled an Act, to provide for vesting in the 
State, escheated property: read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, teferred to the committee on the 
Judiciary ; : 

A bill to be entitled an Act, for the punishment of crimes and 
misdemeanors: read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, Ben. F. Hill, transmitting the unfin- 
ished business ofthe first Legislature of the State of Texas, 
which originated in the Senate: also informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a billto be entitled an Act, to pro- 
vide for locating the seat of justice of the county of Austin. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to be en-titled an act, 
to amend an act, entitled an act, to prescribe the time for the 
biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas; 
read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, 
p m. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


- Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat 
of justice ef the county of Austin, read 1st time. 
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A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
pee a communication in writing, which, on motion of 
Mr. Parker, was read. . 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend the 52d rule of the Senate, by 
striking out all after the word “books.” Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the following report of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office was read. 


General Land Office, ` 
State of Texas, Dec. 1847.- 


His Excellency the Governor, 
J. Pinckney HENDERSON, 
and the Honorable Legislature. 


Gentlemen :—In accordance with the usages of the country, 
{herewith submit for .your consideration a report, containing 
afew remarks upon the Land System; the Commissioner, be- 
lieving it to be unnecessary to enter into very lengthy details 
in this report, inasmuch as he has heretofore in his reports 
pointed out most of the principal defects of the system, and 
at a time when it might have been good policy to have reme- 
died such defects, but at this time, the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office would not advise much ener as the 
citizens of the country have learned its details. hereas, a 
very material change in our Land System would at this time, 
cause much error and great confusion, without producing an 
adequate benefit, having progressed so far with the present, 
although bad system, as to make any extensive alteration al- 
most impossible, which would harmonize with the present in- 
terests of the people, wherefore, the Commissioner will con- 
fine himself to merely such points as require amendment, to- 
gether with an expose of the business done in the General 
Land Office since the adjourdment of the last Legislature. 

The first and most important subject is the necessity of pro- 
curing a suitable building for the archives of the General Land 
Office. The building at present in use, is very much dilapida- 
ted, and being constructed of the most ,inflamable material of 
wood, isnot a safe receptacle of such valuable records to the 
citizens of the country of all classes. ‘The present office is not 
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only dangerous, from the inflammable material of which it is 
constructed, but is rendered more unsafe by adjoining houses, 
built of like material, owned by private individuals, who rent 
their property for the largest price, regardless of the great lia- 
bility there is to fire by the occupance of the houses by transient 
persons : and such is the dilapidated state of the buildings ad- 
joining the General Land Office, that none will rent them but 
transient persons ; even the buildings were of a good class, 
but of the same kind of material, the archives are yet unsafe,as 
the history of this place for the last few years will prove; the, 
best and finest of the buildings have been destroyed by fire and 
by aceident; wherefore, I have no doubt that the Legislature 
will see the importance as I do, of procuring a suitable fire 
proof building for the records of the General Land Office. 
Should the present building be burnt as other buildings have 
beep is the city of Austin, it would then be too late to recom- 
mend or provide. ‘Fhe cost of a good briek building with 
stone or brick floors, slate roof and iron window frames and 
shutters, would moi be more than $15,000. - 

With a view to the sale of the public domain, it becomes 
necessary te close, at an early day, the location of the claims 
cérived under the present and prior laws of this country. Itis 
well known that a large surplus domain will belong to the 
Siate after all her land habilities are paid, but it cannot beas- 
eeriained what the surplus public domain is, untilall the present 
liabilities are located, and the surveys returned to the General 
Land Office. I would therefore suggest, that a period of three 
or four years should be fixed upon, for all persons entitled to 
lands of this government, to locate and have their claims sur- 
veyed, and their field notes, certificates and warrants lodged in 
the General band Office. Persons who. have located, or who 
may locate lands, shanid he required to have the land surveyed 
and the field notes deposited in the General Land Office within 
a specified time, or forfeit the location, as many persons have 
taken advantage ofthe present laws and have held land simply 
by location to eved2 the payment of taxes. Much injury has 
been done, and much more it is feared will be done to the re- 
sident citizens of this eauniry, by the want of some law for 

their protection against the old Spanish and Mexican grants, 
the existence of which has not been made known te this gov- 
ernment: wherefore, many of our citizens have located land = 
Selieving them tobe public and unappropriated domain—no 
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only have they located, but they have bestowed upon it their 
labor for several years, and have made extensive improvements, 
believing the fee io the land to be fally vested in them by their 
location and survey, and very often by a patent whick they 
may have received from this govornment. Many titles, of 
which the existence has heretofore in this country been un- 
known, have been filed and registered in this office within the 
last year, nearly all which,together with mostofthe old grants 
which have been registered in this office several years since, 
have the goveriimentdues been unpaid thereon. H the grants 
are legal, surely some means should be adopted te enforce the 
payment of dues. Few of the ten and eleven league grants 
es of the State of Coahuila and Texas, have been paid 
oY. 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office most ear- 
nestly entreats the Governor and Honorable Legislature to 
view the effects of the law which authorizes suits to be institu- 
' ted against the officers of government by mandamus. The ill 
effects ofthat law are very apparent to the Commissioner, and 
he herewith submits one or tivo cases to elucidate his meaning, 
as follows: l l : 

Wherever 2 controversy has arisen between two citizens as 
to the right of eitherte a certain piece of land, both of whom 
have had the land surveyed and their tespective field notes filed 
in the General Land Office, the field notes of either bearing the 
same date, and the right, so far as the Commissioner can judge, 
being equai; he, therefore, rieither espouses the cause of one 
party or the other, but refuses to give a patent to either, until 
between themselves they settle their controversy: but one of 
the parties obtains a writ of mandamus, which is made pe- 
remptory, because the Commissioner sets up no claim in be- 
half of the State; the other party acts in like manner, and the 
consequence is, that two patents to different persons are issued 
to the same land. 

A suit was brought by writ of mandamus against the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, requiring him to issue a 
patent upon a survey made by the surveyors of San Patricio 
county, the land being in a disputed territory, claimed by the 
surveyors both of San Patricio and Bexar-counties, and being 
surveyed by the surveyors of both these counties, upon en- 
tries made by persons in each county. The result was, that in 
consequence of the State having no interest in the land in con- 
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troversy, and not being able to ascertain from the inaccurate 
surveying done in these two counties, or one of them, the iden- 
tical claim with which there was a conflict, the mandamus was 
made peremptory, without deciding whether the party was le- 
gally entitled to a patent in that territory, in preference to those 
who located in Bexar county: upon the other side, if the per- 
sons who had their surveys made by the surveyors of Bexar, 
should bring suit in the same manner, the decision of the court 
must also be the same; thereby causing the State to issue two 
or more patents for the same land, whereby the character of our 
titles is much impaired. 

It became the duly of the Com. of the Gen. Land Office, in 
the year 1841, to report to the Congress of the Republic of 
Texas, a fraud of great magnitude, embracing in its character 
the crime of forgery, committed upon the Republic by false and 
forged reports having been deposited in the General Land Of- 
fice, purporting to have been the result of the labors of the Com- 
missioners appointed to detect fraudulent land certificates, in 
their examination of the acts of the board of Land Commis- 
sioners of Jasper county, which reports contained an excess of 
claims, amounting to seventy-six leagues and twenty-four la- 
bers more than the Commissioners have recommended. It 
again, by the force of circumstances, becomes the duty of the 
Commissioner to lay the whole matter before the Legislature, 
inasmach as asuit is now pending in the District Court of 
Travis county, for the purpose of compelling the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a patent upon one of the 
above named seventy-six leagues, &c., the certificate having 
been certified to by the former clerk of the board of Land Com- 
missioners of Jasper county, as having been approved by the 
Commissioners appointed to detect fraudulent land certificates, 
the name of the said clerk having also been signed to the frau- 
dulent reports. 

The sait now instituted, being brought by a person who was 
' ¥ery conspicuous in forcing one of the fraudulent reports above 
referred to, into the General Land Office, which the following 
ietters, &c., will more clearly show: ` 
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General Land Office, 
“Austin, Feb. 9th, 1841. 


M. B, Lewis, Esg.: 


i 

Dear Sir :—Enclosed you will find a copy of the returns of‘ 
the examining board of Commissioners from your county. 
From information had in the office, I am induced to believe 
that seme etror has crept into the report filed here; in some 
instances, the quantity of land is not correct, in others, there 
are names which ‘have not passed the board of Commission- 
ers. Wherefore, I would request of you as a favor, that you 
would examine the enclosed report with the original, and make 
such corrections as are proper, and advise the General Land 
' Office, as soon as possible. 

If you will read the twelfth section of the “act to detect frand- 
ulent land certificates, &c.” you will find upon carefully exam- 
ining the same, that the Commissioners should make their re- 
turns to the General Land Office, with their proper signatures 
attached thereto, which in my opinion, would be the only true 
way of detecting frauds, as the law did not contemplate that 
any Commissioner or Clerk who sat on the Board before, 
should act on this unless as auxiliaries. You will, therefore, 
procure as many signatures of the board appointed to detect, 
é&c., to the returnsas you possibly can. 

With much regard, I remain your obd’t serv’t, 

. THOS. WM. WARD, 
. _  Com’r. Gen’l. Land Office. 

P. S. I would further remark, that you having been elected 
County Surveyor, it will be necessary to forward your bond to 
the State Department, before you can be recognized as such. 


General Land Office, 
Austin, April Ist, 1841. 


Hon. M. B. Lewrs, ' 
Chief Justice Jasper County : 


Sir—By Mr. Huling, member from Jasper, I forwarded a 
copy of the returns ofthe examining Board of Land Commis- 
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sioners for said ‘county, for comparison with the original re- 
eords of the county. J was induced to do this in consequence 
of information having been lodged at this office, that a portion 
of the names inserted on said return, was done without the au- 
thority of the examining board. You will oblige me by com- ' 
paring the copy sent, and inform me if any difference exists, or 
forward a duplicate as soon as possible, as daily applications 
are being made for patents to land surveyed by authoriiy of 
certificates said to have been fraudulently inserted in the return 
now on file in this office. 
I am very respectfully, your most obd’t serv’t, 
THOS. WM. WARD, 
Com’r Gen'l Land Office. 


Jasper Country, August 1Cth, 1841. 


Tuos. Wu. Warn, Ese.: 


Sir;—Accompanying you have a true copy of the original 
records of the Board of Travelling Commissioners, exactly such 
a document as I forwarded to you by Mr. George W. Glass- 
cock, about the first day of May last, with this exception; the 
signature of the Sheriff of the county, was first on the one 
mislaid, which I forwarded by Glasscock. But, sir, to my 
great astonishment, you forwarded by Col. Espy, a decument 
purporting to have been forwarded by.me to your office, which 
document, God knowsto be as base a piece of forgery as ever 
escaped the pen of a forging villian. Glasscock told me, that 
you told him, to say to me, that he would proLably be the shor- 
test and safest conveyance. Iforwarded them by Glasscock 
believing it to be a safe conveyance. [also forwarded other 
documents by him. He wrote to me from Washington on the 
Brazos, that he had mailed my documents at that place. owing 
to his travelling so slow. Hence it is, if Glasscock is not one 
of the party of the certificate forgers of our county, or has not 
taken a bribe from them, there is something wrong in some of 
the post offices at Washington city or Austin, or between the 
two places. Accompanying, you have a copy of a letter 
which accompanied the documents which I forwarded by 
Glasscock; as well as a copy of the resolutions of a commit- 
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tee ofthe people. I am sorry to say that it looks strange, that 
Glasscock should mail‘ part of the documents I forwarded by 
him and retain part. Such appears to be the fact from your 
letter to me, that my bond as county Surveyor, has been han- 
ded into the office of Secretary of State by Glasscock. Igave 
him the bond, the same time that I gave him the other docu- 
ments. There is as few certificate forgers in this county of 
Jasper, as probably any county in the Republic, but what we 
have, are of the first character. Iforwardthis document as 
an experiment, I have just such another ready, which I will 
forward by a private conveyance. 

I am sir, with respect, your ob’dt. servt. 

M. B. LEWIS, Chief Justice. 

N. B. Please let me know if you received a package of field 
notes, at the same time you received the forged document. 
I forwarded a package by Glasscock. 

Respectfully, M: B, L. 
A copy of a letter forwarded by George W. Glasscock. , 


Jasper County, April 24th, 1841. 
To Hox. Tuos. Wm. Warp, 

Commissoner of Gerl. Land Office: 

Sir,—Accompanying you have a true copy of the original 
record of the examining Board of Commissioners for Jas- 
per county, bearing date 26th June, A. D. 1840. It was not 
convenient to obtain the original signatures of the Examining 
Commissioners, except one (Gideon J. Goode,) whose certifi- 
cate you will see accompanying. Butsir, inorder to give all 
possible evidence of the corrections of the accompanying copy, 
I have obtained the official certificates of all the principal of- 
ficers of this county, which I hope will be satisfactory. 

Iam sir, with regard, your ob’dt. servt. 

M. B. LEWIS, Chief Justice, J. C. 

N. B. This letter is a copy, so far as wrote on the subject of 
a copy of the records ofthe Board of Travelling Commission- 
ers. 


Respectfully, M. B. L. . 
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ZAVALLA, JASPER County, Angust 17th, 1841. 
Tomas Wu. Ward, Esq., 
Commissioner of the General Land Office: 

Sir,—Agreeably to yourfinstractions, 1 conveyed the returns 
entrusted tometo the proper person. Upon comparing the 
last returns purporting to have been made by M. B. Lewis, it 
was ascertained „to be a forgery beyond a doubt. A meeting 
of the people was called, and it-was unanimously resolved by 
the largest concourse of citizens ever met inthis county, that 
a true copy ofthe record should be made out and forwarded to 
your depariment,—a copy to be sent by mail, aud one by pri- 
vate conveyance, so that you should receive one genuine re- 
turn from our county atleast,and at last. It is now hoped, 
that this return sent this day hy mail, under lock end key will 
arrive safe, and be amply satisfactory, legal and in just train 
for iegal claimants to get their patents from this day hence- 
forth, without any difficulty. 

I have the honor to remain your ob't. serv’t. 


THOS. H. ESPY. 


Wurrzas, there has been a true copy of the original record of 
the Board of Travelling Commissioners, made out and certi- 
fied to officially, by A. J. Isaacs, Sheriff, H. Good, Clerk 
District Court, under seal, C. K. Blanchard, Clerk of Coun- 
ty Court under.seal, Gideon J. Goode, former County Com- 
missioner of the Examining Board, and M. B. Lewis, Chief 
Justice, under seal of office, which was forwarded to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, by what was con- 
sidered a safe conveyance, which was suppressed, and a 
forged document, with sundry leagues and labors of land 
inserted, more than was inthe correct one, made its way 
into the General Land Office, with the signature of the 
Chief Justice of our county forged, and with the seal of the 
County Court: Therefore, We, a Committee, chosen by the 
good people of Jasper county, at the court house in the town 
of Jasper, the 3d day of August, 1841, to wit: M. B. Lewis, 
Chairman. T. B. Huling, Edward Good, John A. Smith, 
Thos. H. Espy, Hardy Pace, Wm. McMahan; Josiah Ste- 
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venson, E. W. Harper, Britton Hall, James Thomason, 
N. H. Cochran, Andrew Isaacs, Caleb Burnester, Sec- 
retary, for the purpose of taking into consideration the nu- 
merous frauds practiced upon the rights of our citizens and 
the Republic, by the frequent attempts to introduce into the 
General Land Office, false or forged documents, purporting 
to have originated in this county,as well as purporting to 
be a true copy of the original records of the Board of 
Travelling Commissioners; also, to devise some means and 
to adopt some measures that will secure peace and confi- 
dence at home, and give to our slandered people. charac- 
ter abroad, do in the name ofthe worthy and law abiding 
citizens of our county, adoptthe following Resolutions: 


Resolved, 1st. That two correct copies of the original record 
ofthe Board of Travelling Commissioners be made out and cer- 
tified to officially, by as many of the principal officers of our 

<county as may be convenient, and that the Chairman of this 
committee be authorized-to appoint a suitable committee to 
copy the aforesaid record, and also a suitable committee to 
convey one copy to the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice at the city of Austin, and also to forward one copy of said 
record by mail, and to take the receipt of the post- master for 
the same. = 

Resolved, That a sufficient sum of money be raised, by vol- 
untary contribution, todefray the expenses of the committee 
bearing the document mentioned in the preceding resolutions 
to the city of Austin, and thatthe individual bearing them, 
shall be required to give a receipt for the same, and take them 
under a pledge of his honor, that they will be delivered safely 
into the hands of the proper officers of the General Land Of- 
fice, unless providentially prevented. 

Besolved, That a copy of these resolutions and preamble ac- 
companying, be forwarded to the General Land Office, with 
the aforesaid document; andthe committee bearing the same 

- shall be despatched as soon as possible. 

Whereupon, the committee adjourned until Monday follow- 

ing, 9th August. ; 
Attest, 
CALEB BURNISTER, Sec’y. 

Made out under the provisions of the above Resolutions, and 
copied this 17th day of August, in Zavalla, by 

THOS. H. ESPY. 
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Jasper Country, Oct. 26th, 1841. 


Cows. Gex’s. LAND OFFICE: 


Sir-—Yours of Sept. 8th, has been received. which afforded 
much pleasure to the citizens of this county, to know that all 
was right in the General Land Office. In accordance with the 
resolutions of the committce, I forward by the Hon. Robert A. 
Pennall, thé other copy of the records of the Board of Travel- 
ling Commissioners, with sundry unconditional head-right cer- 
tificates enclosod. 

lam Sir, with the highest respect, your most ob't servt. 

M. B. LEWIS, Chief Justice. 


The object of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
in thus troubling the Legislature with this expose,is to show 
the necessity of employing a Counsellor to represent the State 
in such suits as may be brought against‘it, under the law au- 
thorizing suits to be instituted against the officers of Govern- 
ment by mandamus. At present it is not the duty of either 
the District Attorney or the Attorney General, to defend the 
State in such suits as may be brought against it in the Dis- 
trict Court, under the law “aboverefer red to. For should it be 
considered the duty of the District Atterney to attend to such 

suits, much more labor would devolve upon him whese Dis- ` 
trict the Seat of Government is in, than upon any other Dis- 

trict Attorney of the State, and so numerous and important are 
the suits now pending in the District Court against the State, 
that the interest of the State would warrantthe employment of 
the Lest counsellor, who should be requiredto reside at 
theSeat ofCovernment. Totake into consideration the costs the 
State has to pay for suits, which in many instances it has no 
interest in, the Commissioner of the General Land Office does 
not Hesitate to ) SAN, that the State would save money by the 
appointment of 2 Counsellor, although a liberal salary were 
allowed. 

Notwithstanding the difficulty. under which this office has 
labored by the res ignation of the Clerks, at the time of the ad- 
journment of the last Legislature, and the consequent delay 
occasioned by selecting and instructing others in their several 
duties, together with much delay in procuring asupply of pa- 
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tents, this office has issued six thousand four bundredd and 
twenty-nine patents since the meeting“ ofthe last Legislature. 
The Commissioner has much satisfaction in saying that the bu- 
siness done in the General Land Office the past two years, has 
given to those persons who have had business with it, general 
satisfaction, chiefly owing to the ability and attention of the 
Clerks, and the more than usual stability of the laws; to leave 
without alteration the district boundaries, cannot be too fully 
impressed uponthe minds of the honorable Legislature.— 
Heretofore, when the Surveyors’ bounds were governed by the 
annual change of county boundaries, great and almost irrem- 
iedable confusion was the result. Now, itis pleasing to notice, 
that instead of increasing confusion, many of the former diffi- 
culties and clashing of surveys are adjusted. 

Although much effort has been made to obtain a map of the 
District of RedRiver, yet, up tothe present to time, all our efforts 
have been futile, owing chiefly to the great inaccuracy of the 
surveying, and want of connection in the surveys; but it is ex- 
pectedthrough the energy and perseverance of the person now 
engaged inthe compilation of that map, that something may 
be effected, which will enable the State to give a tolerable de- 
scription of the land which may be patented. Although all 
the other districtshave maps in this office, many of them are 
so very incorrect, that is impossible to add the surveys of the 
present day to them, and many of the surveys which were 
made previous to, and since the compilation of the maps.— 
To remedy this evil, the Commissioner is satisfied, there is but 
one corrset course ta be adopted, which isthe employment of 
competent parsons by the State to compile maps of the several 
disgicts. In ‘consequence of thesmall salary allowed to the 
Draftsman ofthis office, a gentleman who had discharged 
the duties.of that office for the last four years was eompelled 
to resign; the salary not being sufficient for the ordinary sup- 
port of his family, by which the State has suffered a great in- 
convenience: the place is yet vacant, although efforts have 
been made to procure a person of proper qualifieations to fill 
it. The appropriation which was made by the last Legisla- 
ture for postage is not one half expended. That for the pay- 
ment of Land Scrip surveyshas been insufficient. The amount 
appropriated for the contingent expenses of this office has been 
insufficient. the Commissioner having been compelled out of 
his own resources, to furnish fire-wood, porterage and many 
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other necessaries. In consequence ofthe last Legislature fail- 
ing to make an appropriation for the payment of district maps, 
é&c., this office has been much retarded in its business. Much 
inconvenience arises to persons having business with thisoffice, 
through the neglect of several of the Clerks of the Boards of 
Land Commissioners, in consequence of their not forwarding 
reports of the business oftheir respective boards. There are 
sixteen counties from which this office has not as yet received 
any report; wherefore, persons who have procured certifi- 
cates from them cannot obtain their patents until the reports 
re made. 
In the contracts made for colonizing parts ofthe country, a 
clause has been inserted to reserve each alternate section from 
~ settlement by the colonists and, as a doubt has arisen in the 
minds of many citizens as to whether the alternate sections are 
reserved for the sole use of the State, or, whether they are a 
part ofthe unappropriated and public domain, subject to be 
located by the citizens, I would most respectfully advise an ex- 
pression of the will of the Legislature by the enactment of a 
law, stating definitely whether they are subject to location or 
not, inasmuch as some persons are locating those alternate 
sections; whereas. many wish to locate them and fear to do so. 
The attention ofthe Legislative bodies of the ccuntry has 
been heretofore directed to material defect in our patenting sys- 
tem; but as the subject has been passed over without action, 
the Commissioner conceives it his duty, again to lay the sub- 
ject before the Legislature. Many persons having procured 
head-right-certificates, bounty land warrants, and purchased 
scrip of the Government, located them and deposited the sur- 
veys in the General Land Office, upon which patents have been 
made, and bear date subsequent to the decease ot the person 
-to whom the certificates, warrant or scrip was granjed, which 
in law is eonsidered void, as no grant can be made tothe dead. 
Wherefore, it becomes necessary to legalize by staiute what 
has been done. and convey the right to the heirs or legal own- 
ers, and to provide for such cases in future. 
- Ihave the honor to be your very ob't. servt. 


THOS. WM. WARD. 


On motion of Mr. Parker the report was referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 


63 


On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morning 9 o’clock. 


Friday 9 o’clock, A. M. 
`; December 24th, 1847. 


Senate met; roll called; The following Senators answered to 
their names. 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Perkins, Phillips, Wal- 
lace, Williams and Wootten; quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Cuny introduced a bill to be entitled an acı to vest in 
the county of Austin, for county purposes, the property of the 
corporation of the town of San Felipi—read first time. 


The Senate then proceededed to the orders the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to prescribe the 
time for the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas:—read second time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Clark referred to the committee on 
State affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the sale .or disposal 
of powder, lead or spirituous liquors, to Indians: read second 
time; . 

And, on motion of Mr. Dancy, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian affairs. ' 

À bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat of 
Justice of the County of Austin: read second time. 

And, on motion of Mr, Cuny, was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the House-of Reptesentatives 
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a Joint Resolution requesting 
the contractor of the mail route from Austin to Bonham, to 
transport the same weekly instead of semi-monthly, and ma- 
king provisions for the same, in which they had suspended all 
rules, and request a like suspension onthe part of the Senate. 

Mr. Clark offered the following resolution: 
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“Whereas, underthe present arrangement ofthe several Ju- 
dicial Districts of the State; great inconvenience is experienced 
by the people in many parts of the country, and in consequence 
ofthe large number of counties embraced in some, and nearly 
all of the districts, the Courts cannot be held in some of the 
counties as long as the public interest require.” 

Therefore, cs 

Be it resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office be, and he is hereby requested to furnish the Senate with 
a map of the several counties of the State, showing their rela- 
tive positions, with a view to the alteration and re-organiza- 
tion of the several Judicial Districts of the State: 

Adopted. 

Joint Resolution requesting the contractor of the mail route 
from Austin to Bonham, to transport the same weekly instead 
of semi-monihly, andmaking provisions for the same: read first 
time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Williams, rule suspended and read 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was further suspended; 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bourlard, the Senate adiourned until 
Tuesday morning 10 o'clock. 


Tuesday 10 o'clock, A. M. 
December 28th, 1847, 


Senate met; roll called; the following Senators answered to 
their names; 

Messrs—Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Ou- 
ny, Danéy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarre, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, and Wootten,-quorum 
present; 

The Journal of Friday was read and adopted. ° 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of Adolphus Sterne; refer- 
redio the committee en private land elaims; without read- 
ing. 
The President of the Senate announced a communication in 
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writing, endorsed, “notice of contest of election for Senator for 
Bexar county”; which, on motion of Mr. Gage, wasread. And 
on motion of Mr. Parker referred to the committee on Privileg- 
es end Elections, with instructions to report as early as practi- 
cable. 

Mr. Brashear introduced a bill to be entitled an act supple- 
mental to, and explanatory of an actentitled “anact regulating 
attachments,” approved January 28th. 1839—read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a hill to be entitled an act to abolish 
the capital punishment of free white persons, except for trea- 
son against this State or the United States—read first time. 


Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution: 


“Resolved, that the committee on Finance examine the books 
ofthe Treasury :-epartment, and report to this House, as to 
the amount of money in the Treasury at the adjournment of 


the last Legislature, under the several appropriations then 
made.” 


Adapted. 


Mr. Richard Bache, Senator from the District of Galveston 
presented his credentials, took the oath prescribed by the con- 
stitution and his seat. 


Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution; - 


“ Resolved, That the committee onFinance examine the vouch- 
ers in the office of the Comptroller, relative to the disburse- 
ments made under the appropriations of the last Legislature, 


for contingent expenses, and report thereon tothis House:”. 
Adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’- 
clock, p. .m 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met; roll called; quoruin present. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 
A bill to be entitled an act to vest in the county of Austin 
5 
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for county purposes; the property ofthe corporation of the town 
of San Felipe; read second time; 7 

And, on motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on 
counties and county boundaries. ; 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill tobe entitled an act to re- 
quire the Governor, Secretary of State, and Attorney General 
to reside at the Seat of Government—read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, a “bill to be entitled an act to pro- 
vide for locating the seat of justice of the County of Austin’— 
was taken up. 

Mr Cuny offered the followiug as a substitute for the second 
section. 

s Be it further enacted, That all process heretofore issued, or 
that may issue up to the first day of February, 1848, shall be 
returned to the Court House atthe County seat of Justice, of 
the County of Austin as established by the provisions of the 
first section of this act, and after the first day of February, 
1848, all process shall be made returnable to the Court House 
of Austin county. 

Mr. Cuny also offered the following amendment, as an ad- 
ditional section. 

Sec. 3d. Be i further enacted, Thatin order to name the 
county seat of Justice of the County aforesaid, the Chief Justice 
shall canse an election to be holden throughout the county, at 
the usual places of holding elections, on the day of the next 
general election of county officers, which shall be conducted 
according to law, at which time the people shall declare by 
vote, by what name the County seat shall be known; and the 
name having the highest number of votes shall be the name of 
* the county seat, and that this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage. 


Which amendments were adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, the billas amended was laid 
on the table until to-morrow 11 o’clock. 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 
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Wednesday 10 ,o’elock, A. M. 
December 29th 1847. 


Senate met—roll ealled—ihe following Senators answered 
to their names} + 


Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Philips 
Wallace and Wootten,—quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Mr Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report. 


Commirtez Room, 
‘December 28th, 1847. 


Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration, the 
petition of Morgan Wilson, a citizen ofSan Augustine County, 
signed by sundry citizens representing that he is poor, and is 
afflicted in such a way, that he can move from place to place 
only on crutches, or by the assistance of others, and asking on 
account of his unfortunate condition, that he be allowed to ped- 
dle in any part ofthe State without being compelled to pay the 
tax imposed by law upon peddlers. The situation of the peti- 
tioner is truly unfortunate, and well calculated to awaken our 
sympathies and excite our pity; were his the only case of the 
kind in the country, and the only one likely to be presented for 
legislative interference, the committee would feel no hesita- 
tion perhaps, in recommending the grant of the privilege sotie- 
ited. But knowing, that there are many cases Of a similar, 
and equally pitiable character in the State, and fearing that 
an acquiesence in the request of the petitioner in this instance 
would invite applications of the kind from others, a majority 
of the Committee have instructed me to report the petition 
back to the Senate, with the recommendation thatthe privil- 
ege sought, be"refused. a. a 

oa EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


ES 

Which was laid upon the table te come up with the orders of 
the day on to-morrow. 

Mr. Wallace intreduced a bill to be entitled an act to au- 
thorizeand require the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice, or ether receiver of public dues in said ofice to receive 
gold and silvepat the rate of one dollar thereof for five dollars 
in Texas Promissory notes, for all Government dues (except 
Taxes) upon lands and patents fer lands—read first time. 


The Senate proceeded tethe orders of the day.. 


A bill to be entitledan act tarequire the Governor, the Sec- 
retary of State and Attorney. General, to reside at the seat 
of Gevernment; read seeond time; 

And, en motion of Mr. Clark, referred tethe committee om 
State affairs. : 
> A bill te entitled an ast to abolish ths eapital punishment of 
free white persens except for treason: against this State or 
the United States; read second time: 

find, om motion or Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee om 
the Judiciary. 

A bill te be entitled an-act supplemental to, and expianato- 
ry of an act entitled an act regulating attachments, approved 
January 28th, 1839; read secend time: ‘ 

“And, on motion of Brashear, referred to. the committee om 
the Judiciary. 

A. bill tebe entitled an aet te provide for locating the seat of 
Justice ef the County of Austin;-read seeond time: and passed 
to a third reading. 

A message was received from the- House of Representatives. 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate thai the House 
had passed the following bills—viz:: 


A. bill. to be entitled am act to-establish publicschools ix the 
county: of. Galveston. 

A bill to entitled am actauthorizing the County Court of Red 
River County te-have the records in books A.. B. and C. cf 
Deeds and. Mcrtgagss.and.other instruments of writing. now ir 
the office ef the Clerk: of said’ county, transeribed: 

A-bill to be-entitled an act establishing more permanently 
the seat of Justice of Collin county. : 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the made of voting. 
in all popular elestions.. 
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A bill to be entitled an act te provide for repairs on public 
buildings in the city of Autin. 

A bill to be entitled an act te remeve the disability of mi- 
nority from William Stean, Jr.se as to enable him te receive 
his portion of the estate of his deceased parents. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Ceunty Court of 
Red River County to have the records in ofbesks A. B. and C. 
uf deeds and mortgages and other instruments of writing now in 
the office of the Cierk of said county, transcribed—+read first 
time. 

A bill to be entitied an act establishing more permanently 
the seat.of justice of Collin county—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an aetto preseribe the mode-of voting in 
all popular elections—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for repairs necessary 
en public buildings in the eity ef Austin—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove the disability of minor- 
ity frem William Stean.Jr. so as to enable him to receive his 
portion of the estate of his deceased parents—read first time. 

Mr. Dancy, by leave introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to amend the Constitution ef the State of Texas; read first 
time. ; 

Mr. Cany, by leave introduced a bili to be entitled an act 
te repeal an act entitled an act to prescribe the time of the 


biennial meeting of the Legislature ofthe State of Texas— 
read first time. i 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow, morning 10’clock. 


“Thursday, 10 æ’clock, A.M. 
December 30, 1847. 


r 


Senate met—roll called. The following Senators answered 
to their names : 


Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, 
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Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phil- ~ 
ips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten. Quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceing day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of thecommittee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following reports: 


Committee Room, 


Dec. 30, 1847. 


Hon. J. A. Green, 
President of the Senate z 


A portien of the committee to whom was referred 2 bill to 
be entitled “an act to vest in the county ef Austin, for county 
purposes, the property of the Corporation of the town of San 
Felipe, have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
structed me to report the same back to the Senate without 


amendment, and recommend its aes 
l , . GAGE, Chairman. 


Hon. J. A, GREER, 
President of tie Senate: 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to whom 
was relerred a bill to be entitled “an act better to define the 
boundary line of Grayson county,” have instructed me tore- 
port a substitute, and recommend its adoption. 


D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the loca- 
tion ofthe county seat of Grayson county,” have instracted me 
to report a substitute, and recommend its adoption. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 


x 
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Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred the memorial œf the citizens of Dallas county, 
praying the passage of a law by which they may locate the 
seat of justice ofsaid county by vote, have instructed me to re- 
port a bill herewith transmitted, and recommend its passage. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Which reports were severally read and laid upon the table, 
to come up‘with the orders of the day on to-morrow. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the followifg reports: 


Committee Room, } 
Dec. 29, 1847. f 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Private Land Claims have had under con- 
sideration the petition of Elijah D. Holland, and being satisfied 
heis the same Elijah Holland mentioned on the muster roll of 
Capt. Jevons, which is now in the office of the Adjutant Gene- 
ral, the committee have instructed me to report the accompa- 


nying preamble and resolutions, and recommend their passage. 
S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


a 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Private Land Claims have had under con- 
sideration the petition of Adelphus Sterne. They are satisfied 
that an incorrect return was made by the Clerk of the Board 
of Land Commissioners for Nacogdoches county, on the certi- 
ficate No. 335, of ist class headrights, It appears the Board of 
Land Commissioners first issued a certificate in favor of the 
heirs of Francisco Sanckes—after which they became satisfied 
that the certificate should have been issued in the name of Ma- 
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led by said Board, and one issued ta Adolphus Sterne, assignee 
of Maria Josefa Sanches. It is evident from the certificate and 
proof adduced, that the Board of travelling Commissioners re- 
commended for patent the certificate in the name of Adolphus 
fierne, assignec of Maria Josefa Sanches, end by neglect of the 

“ierk,a wrong entry was made, and the return to the Gen. Land 
Office accordingly Incorrect, which showed that the certificate 
in favor of Francisco Sanches’ heirs was recommended. In 
view of these facts, the committee have directed me to report the 
accompanying resolutions, and recommend their passage. 


S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


Committee Room, ] 


December 28, 1847. { 


* 


Hon. J. A. Green, i 
President of the Senate : 


The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Franklin B. Sexton, of San Augustine county, asking that 
the Legirlature pass a law admitting him to practice law in the 
District Courts of the State, signed by many members of the 
bar of the fth Judicial District, attesting his moral character, 
and his proficiency in the law: and also a bill te admit Asa H. 
Willie and Josiah F. Crosby to practice law in the various 
Courts of this State, have had the same under consideration, 
and instruct me to report favorably upon the request of the par- 
ties. They herewith report to the Senate the accompanying 
bill as a substitute for the one above mentioned, in which they 
have incorporated the name of Franklin B. Sexton, deeming 
one act sufficient in the premises. 


EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 
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Committee Room, 


Dec. 29, 1847. 
Hon. J. A. Greer, . 


President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary Committee have had under consideration a 
“Joint Resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, relative to suitable places for 
holding the sessions of the United States’ District Court,” re- 
ferred to them a few days since, and herewith report to the 
Senate a substitute therefor, the adoption and passage of which 
they recommend. 

The committee suppose an elaborate report upon the subject 
of the resolution unneeessary, as every Senator can appreciate 
the advantages that would result to the State and to the, people 
by the establishment of an additional District for the State. 
—the circumstances which dictate this step on the part of the 
Legislature. and render its success essential to the safety and 
prosperity of the State. 


EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule requiring reports to lay on 
the table for one day, was suspended. The report and resolu- 
tion were taken up and read, and on motion of Mr. Gage, was 
was laid upon the table. 


Mr. Jewett, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made the following report: 


. Committee Room, 
Dec. 30, 1847. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, - = . ’ 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the 
bill to be entitled “an act to prohibit the sale or disposal of pow- 
der, lead or spirituous liquors to Indians,” have had the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to report, that they recom- 
mend the passage of the bill, with the following amendment :— 
after the word “dollars” at the end of section Ist, insert the fol- 
lowing words: “Provided that this act shall not extend to any 
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resident Indians nor descendants of Indians, who pay taxes 
within the State.” 
All of whichis respectfully submitted. 
HENRY J. JEWETT, Chairman. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following Bills and Joint Re- 
solutions, viz..— 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of- District 
Attorneys : 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the disposition of the 
funds received from the United States: _ 

Joint preamble and resolutions of the State of Texas, respon- 
sive tothe “Resolutions relative to Slavery and the Mexican 
War,” passed by the Senate and the House of Representatives 
of the State of Vermontin the month of November, A. D. 1846, 
and transmitied to His Excellency. the Governor of this State: 

Joint resolutions of the State of Texas, responsive to the re- 
solutions of the General Assembly of Virginia, adopted in 
March, of the present year : ‘ 

Also, that the House had passed a substitute for a joint reso- 
lution originating in the Senate, entitled a joint resolution to 

fepeal the joint resolution granting further time for the pay- 
ment of government dues, and the return of field notes. 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the 11th section of an act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Com- 
pany. Read Ist time, è 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act to pro- 
vide for marking in part the-boundary line between the Dis- 
tricts of Fannin and Nacogdoches. Read 1st time. 

Mr.Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to pre- 
vent Justices of the Peace and Clerks of District, County and 
Probate Courts, from issuing executions for costs only, in civil 
actions. Read 1st time. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be required 
to enquire into the propriety of granting unconditional certifi- 
cates for lands to assignees, where the original grantee has died - 
in the country: and that they report by bill or otherwise.” 

Adopted. 

The Senate proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 
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` The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the bill to 
be entitled an act to amend the 11th section of an act entitled 
an act defining the office and duties of Coroners, approved 13th 
May, 1846, was read and adopted, and the bill as amended or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of Morgan Wilson, praying to be 2'lowed to peddle without 
paying a ligense tax, was read, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Wallace moved to re-refer the petition of Morgan Wil- 
son to the committee on {^e Judiciary. 

Lost. , 

On motion of Mr. Grimes the petition was laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove the disability of minor- 
ity from William Stean Jr., so as to enable him to receive his 
pore of the estate of his dec’d. parents—read second time, 
an 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A committee from the House of Representatives announced 
to the Senate, that the annual message of His Excellency the 
Governor, had been received, and requested the Senate to meet 
the House at their convenience to hear the reading of the 
same. r 
Mr. Parker moved that a committee be appointed to inform 
the House of Representatives that the Senate would meet 
them at 3 o'clock, for the purpose of hearing the message of 
His Excellency the Governgr read. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, a committee was appointed to in- 
form the House that the Senate would meet them at half past 
11 o’clock for the purpose of hearing the message read. 

Messrs. Cuny, McRea and Phillips were appointed said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
half past 11 o’clock. 


\ 1-2 past 11 o'clock. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
The Senate repaired to the House of Representasives. 
The Governor’s message was read, and is as follows: 


Execorive Orres, } 
Austin, December 29, 1847. į 
Genilemen of the Senate, i 

and of the House of Representatives : 

The Message of my predecessor, communicated to the Legis- 
lature, at the commencement of the session, gave you all the 
necessary information,in relation to the present condition of the 
Government, and of its administration, since your last conven- 
tion. It only remains for me to recommend to your considera- 
tion, sch measures, and the adoption of such a course of pol- 
icy. as may seem expedient for our future governance and pros- 

erity. 

= The present position of our affairs, affords ample room for 
congratulation. At no period, in the history of our country, 
have we had more cause to rejoice, on account of her prosper- 
ous condition. Gur State Government, founded on the will 
and affections of the people, is daily growing in strength. 
Local jealousies and sectional prejudices, if they ever existed, 
have given place to the better feelings of patriotism, and habits 
of indastry, and subordination to the laws, prevail throughout 
the length and breadth of the State. Security at home, and 
the peaceful enjoyment of the blessings of liberal institutions, 
have given a new impulse to our advancement in prosperity, 
happiness, and the science of government. The past season 
kas been one of general good health, and Providence has bless- 
ed the country with an abundant harvest. For all of which, 
we owe to the Supreme Being, our sincere gratitude. 

Meeting together under circumsi@uces so auspicious, it be- 
comes our duty, to unite in harmonious action, for the contin- 
wance and promotion of the prosperity and happiness of our 
common constituents. 

Among the many important matters, which will come up 
fer your consideration, there isnone more urgent and difficult 
of adjustment, than that of the payment of our public debt.— 
The first point in relation thereto, is the determination of its 
amount: the next, isthe means of its payment. The subject is 
intricate and perplexing, and will require close investigation. 
Should the Legislature think proper to act upon it, with a view 
to its adjustment, I would respectfuly suggest the propriety of 
appointing a commission of two or three gentlemen of integri- 
ty and ability, to examine, audit and ascertain our true indcbt- 
edness, including of course, our foreign and domestic debt, 
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funded and unfunded, audited and unaudited; allowing such as 
they may find to be just and legal, subject however to the rati- 
fication or rejection of the Legislature. As tothe amount we 
ought justly to pay, upor each nominal species of debt, it will 
be for your collective wisdom to determine. Affer much. re- 
flection upon the subject, I have thought, that the true meas- 
ure of payment, would be the market value of the several evi- 
dences of indebtedness at the time they were disposed of by 
our Treasury or the agent thereof, with interest thereon from 
that time, at the rate named on the face of such evidences. It - 
is believed that the amount of our entire indebtedness, deter- 
mined by this scale, will net perhaps exceed five millions of 
dollars. 

As to our means of payment—our large and valuable publie 
domain, is the only ready resource we have. This too, pre- 
sents a still more important subject for your deliberations; as 
you will have’te determine upon some course of poliey to be 
pursued in bringing this immense tract of country into market. 
At a fair price, it is not only sufficient to liquidate our debt, 
but will give us a surplus after its payment, of inestimable 
value when applied, as it should be to the education of the 
youth of our country, and the developement of our resources, 
by internal improvements. 

The most suitable and proper purehaser of onr public lande 
isthe United States. If a sale can be effected om advanta~ 
geous terms, it will, under the present cireumstances, be de- 
sirable, inasmuch as the Federal Constitution gives her alone, 
the exclusive right of regtlating our intercourse with the In- 
dian tribes. She would then be the owner of the soil oceupied 
by the various tribes upen eur borders, and could the more ef- 
fectually control them. In addition to this, her uniform man- 
ner of surveying and selling her publie lands, would greatly 
facilitate settlements within our State. 

If, in your wisdom, you determine to propose a sale of our 
public domain to the General Government, | would respectful- 
ly suggest. that you appoint our delegation in Congress, or 
some other suitable persons as Commissioners, to enter into 
negotiations with the proper authorities, upon this important 
subject. If however, you determine upon another course of pol- 
icy as being better calculated to promote the interest of the 
State, you have the assurance of a hearty sanction and co-op- 
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eration of the Executive in whatever you may legally and 
constitutionally do. 

Our debt must be paid. The honor of the State must stand 
without blemish. We never can expect to attain a high and 
permanent prosperity, until it is done, and the consummation 
of a purpose so noble, calls for united and energetic action, 

I would here take occasion to call the attention of your 
honorable body, to a subject which has of late, occupied much 
of the public mind—a subject involving in its issue, interests 
of the greatest moment to the people of Texas. I allude to 
the efforts that have been made, and are now making to sus- 
tain certain land claims, supposed to be fraudulent. Itis a 
notorious fact, that the country is flooded with these claims, 
and if they should hold good, and the perpetrators of such 
fraud succeed in their design§, it were useless longer to con- 
sider, as to the disposition of our public domain, as in that 
event, the whole would be appropriated and absorbed by them. 
The evil would not stop here. The State will not be the only 
sufferer. The vested rightsof our oldest and best citizens will 
be disturbed and endangered. Our land titles will be clouded, 
emigrants will be prevented from prrchasing, the settlement 
and improvement of our country, will be retarded, and an 
amount of confusion and litigation, unparalleled in the history 
of our sister States, will necessarily ensue. The question 
arises, is there no remedy by which these evils can be arrest- 
ed? Will the State submit to the imposition of a fraud so 
general in its character, and so pernicious in its consequences! 
It seems to me that some further Legislative provisions are 
indispensible to the security of the public interest. I would 
therefore recommend that your honorable body adopt such 
measures as will effectually enable the judicial tribunals of 
the State, to prevent the consummation of titles to land, ac- 
quired by virtue of fraudulent certificates, and that precau- 
tionary means be taken, to prevent the survey of the public 
lands on spurious and fictitious claims. 

it will become your duty under the 29th, and 31st sections 
of the third article of the Constitution, to fix the number of 
Senators and Representatives to the Legislature, and to ap- 
portion them among the several counties and districts of the 
State, according to the number of our free population. as as- 
certained and reported by the county Assessors, in pursuance 
of the law passed by the last session of the Legislature. 
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It will also be necessary for you, under the same sections of 
the Constitution, to enact a law for a similar enumeration in 
the year eighteen hundred and forty eight. 

Our last Legislature passed an act to estsblish a State Peni- 
tentiary. This law provides for the erection of the buildings 
by the convicts, and is of course inoperative for want of a 
penal code applicable to such mode of punishment. It will, 
therefore become your duty to adopt a code for the punishment 
of all offences not capital and above the grade of misdemean- 
or by confinement to labor in the Penitentiary of the State. 
With the lights before us and the experience of other States in 
regard to the mode of punishment, you cannot fail to digest a 
code of criminallaws which will not only supercede the savage 
practice of the whipping post, but will deter the wicked among 
us from violating the rights of others. So soon as this necessa- 
ry code is adopted, the Executive will cheerfully proceed to 

-execute the provisions of the act of 1846. 

The 15th section of the 4th article of our constitution having 
given to the District Cour 3 “original jurisdiction and control 
over executors, administrators, guardians and minors under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by law,” the last Leg- 
islature without prescribing these regulations, proceeded to 
give to the Probate Courts ample powers over the same sub- 
jects. By this means some confusion has arisen in the inter- 
pretation of our succession laws. Some Legislation provis- 
ions will, therefore, be necessary to regulate this jurisdiction. 
I bring this matter more readily before you, because it will be 
admitted by all, that no branch of our civil jurisprudence is of 
more practicable importance than the laws regulating the safe 
keeping of the estates of minors and deceased persons. And 
perhaps it may be said with equal truth, that no part of our 
laws are more imperfect. 

The 36th section of the 7th Article of the Constitution, pro- 
vides, that within five years after its adoption, the Uws 
civil and criminal shall be revised, digested, arranged and 
published in such manner as the Legislature shall direct. To 
carry out this excellent provision of the fundamental law, I 
would recommend the appointment of legal gentlemen to re- 
vise, digest and arrange our entire code of laws. The work is 
greatly needed by our county officers, throughout the State. 
Many of them are without the Statutes; and those who have 
them, find in them such entire absence of arrangement, that 
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they areto them a sealed book. To engage the services of 
men iearned in the jaw. and to have the work well done, 2 
suitable compensation should be allowed them by law, and 
provisions should be made for publishing the code so soon as 
it is revised. 

I would further recommend to the Legislature the propriety 
of having published the decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
State. During the last two years, important principles have 
been adjudicated by that tribunal, involving interest of great 
magnitude, and explanaiory of our statutes and defining our 
legai and social rights. These decisions have not as yct been 
published inan authentic form, and as it is important and de- 
sirabie that they should be correctly printed and generally dis- 
seminated, the necessary appropriation should be made. 

By the 10th article of the Constitution, it is made the duty 
of the Legislature to make suitable provision for the support 
and maintenance of public schools. Your body is further re- 
quired, as early as practicable to establish free schools through- 
out the State. One tenth of the annual revenue derived from 
taxation is set apartas a perpetual public free school fund. In 
addition to this general fund, the land granted to the various 
counties for school purposes are made a perpetual fund, and 
those counties, which have not as yet received their quantum 
of school lands, shal! be entitled thereto. 

The Congress of the lete Republic of Texas by an act ap- 
proved 26th January, 1839, directed to be surveyed and set 
apart for each county. for the purpose of establishing a primary 
schoo! or academy in each county, three leagues of land. 

By the same act fifty leagues ofland were directed to be sur- 
veyed and set apart for the endowment of two colleges or uni- 
versities. 

By another act approved 5th February, 1840, the Chief Jus- 
tice and two associate Justices of each county were appointed 
a board of School Commissioners, with power to have located 
and surveyed the three leagues above referred to, and the addi- 
tional power of surveying and selling an additional league of 
land; the one-half of the proceeds of such sale to be applied to 
the endowment of the county academy, and the remainder to be 
distributed to the county school districts. 

This is the whole of our imperfect legislation on the great 
and vital subject of Education. 

It is almost impossible to tell what the old counties have , 
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one upon the subject of surveying and selling school lands 
To obtain the necessary information in relation to the matter 
we need some legal provision requiring the county clerks, as- 
sessors or chief justices to report what has been done in their 
respective counties. It is believed however, that few of the coun- 
ties have had the lands surveyed. 

The system of leasing or renting school lands has never 
worked well in any of the States. xperience has universally 
proved the expediency of selling such lands and bringing the 
monies into a general school fund. 

To begin however, in this great work, it will be neeessary 
that we should know, what lands have been set part by the 
counties where they are situated; and that we proceed under 
constitutional requirements to have set apart the deficient lands. 
I therefore recommend that you make provision on this subject 
at as carly a day as practicable. 

It will also be for your body to say what disposition shall be 
made of the tenth of the revenue now in the Treasury, and an- 
nually coming inas a permanent school fund. 

The license and revenue laws passed by the last Legislature, 
have in their practical operation produced some confusion and 
dissatisfaction among our citizens. It willbe for you to con- 
sider whether they cannot be revised and modified in such a 
manner as to be more uniform and less objectionable to the tax 
paying community. , 

In connection with this subject I would suggest the propriety 
of having the assessment roll of non-resident tax payers pub- 
lished at a point, as near as possible to the location of the pro- 
perty assessed. This would certainly present the readiest means 
of giving information to the owners. 

For the more speedy and certain collection of State and 
county revenue, I would recommend that a law be passed, au- 
thorizing a judgment to be taken by motion against any officer 
and his securities on their bond, fór a failure to pay over the 
public monies by him collected. 

The last Congress made an appropriation for the erection of 
two light houses upon our coast. One to stand upon Galves- 

ton and the other upon Matagorda Island. Before the works 

` can progress it will be necessary that the Legislature pass a law, 

ceding to the General Government the right of jurisdiction 

. over the grounds appropriated to such purposes. I herewith 

transmit to you a communication from the collector of the port 
6 
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of Galveston, upon this subject. The communication contains 
some other suggestions in relatio 1 to the transfer of our “ Cus- 
tom Houses and other places for the collection of import du- 
ties.” It is respectfully submitted to your consideration. 

In addition to our population speaking the English language, 
we havea large, industrious and growing German population. 
It will be necessary in order that they may participate fully in 
the blessings of our free Government that a certain number of 
copies of our statutes of a general nature, should be printed in 
their language. As they must abide by our laws, let them know 
what they are. Such has been our custom in regard to our ci- 
tizens speaking the Spanish language. The reasons are still 
more potent in regard to the enterprising and patriotic German 
who has come to make his home in our country, and who has 
already given us a pledge of his worth in the spirit of improve- 
ment which he has kindled in the western portion of our State. 

I cannot close this communication without congratulating 
you upon the sucess of our arms in Mexico, and also express- 
ing a sincere desire that the infatuated people of that unhappy 
country will see the necessity of accepting the honorable and li- 
beral terms of conciliation offered them by the United States. 

But while the administration of the Federal Government has 
covered itself with glory in the conduct of the war, every pa- 
triotic spirit is made to tremble with anxiety for the peace of the 
Union, because of the late and fearful combination in the North 
against the instjtutions of the Southern States. 

The object is to rally in the National Congress, a majority fa- 
_ vorable to the distinction of the compromises of 1819, and of 
the Federal Constitution. . 

I sincerely hope that you will not adjourn without publicly - 
expressing a strong and pointed condemnation of these start- 
ling doctrines. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, [recommend to you a just econo- 
my in the public expenditures, and a mutual concession of 
opinions for the purposes of harmony and the despatch of pub- 
lic business. And I promise’ you the:use of my sincere and 
best endeavors to co-operate with you in carrying out every 
legal and constitutional measure that will advance the interest 
of our beloved country. 


GEO. T. WOOD., 
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The Senate returned to their Chamber; and, on motion of 
Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 
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Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the report of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee on the joint resolution instructing the Senators and request- 
ing our Representatives in Congress, relative to suitable pla- 
ces for holding the sessions of the United States District Court 
was taken up; read, and substitute reported® by the com- 
mittee: adopted. ; 

Mr. Phillips moved te amend, by striking out “or Passe Ca- 


yallo; carried. 


Mr. Dancy moved to amend, by striking out after “therefore,” 
to “that when,” and insert as fellows: “and that the two Con- 
gressional Districts shall constitute the two Judicial Districts 
of the United States Court, in the State of Texas, and that the 
Judges shall hold Courts therein at such places as may be pre~ 
scribed by law ; lest. 

Mr. Perkins moved to strike cut“ Saluria,” and insert “Mata- 
gorda ;” lost. ; 

Mr. Williams n.oved to amend by inserting the word 
“ Clarksville,’ before “Henderson, ”in second district: carried. 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend by inserting “ Matogorda,” be- 
for “Corpus Christi ;” carried. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by inserting the word “ Hunts- 
ville,’ before “ Clarksville” ; carried. 

Mr. Gage moved the previous question—carried; and the | 
resolution as amended was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act, establishing more permanently 
the seat of Justice of Collin county; read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred te the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for repairs necessary 
Saas buildings in the city of Austin; read second time; 
an 


On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on State 
- Affairs. 
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A Bill to De entitled an act, to prescribe: the mode of voting: 
in all popular election; read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred te: the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections.. 

A message was received fronrthe House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had. passed a “bill to be entitled an act, to 
provide an appropriation for the payment of the mileage and 
per diem, pay of the members of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas.” 

A. bit to-be entitled am act, authorizing the county court of 
Red River county, to have the records im books of A, B and C, 
of deeds and mortgages, and other instruments of writing now 
in the office of te clerk of said-county transcribed; read second. 
time; and,. 

On motior: of Mr. Beurland, referred te the Committee om 
State Affeirs.. 

A.bill to be entitled am act, to: prescribe tnetime of the bi- 
ennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas: read 
second. time ; and, 

On: motion of Mr. Clark, referred: te the cemmittee on State’ 
= Affains. 

A. bill tebe entitled am act, to establish publie seheols in the 
county ef Galveston; read second time; and, 

On moticn ef Mr. WilHamson, referred to the Committee on 
Education. ; 

On motion cf Mr.. Phillipps, Mr. Bache was added torthe 
Committee on Education:. 

On. motion of Mr. Grimes, Mz. Bache was added to the Com- 
Teittee on Finance. 

On. motion of Mr. Gage;. Mer.. Bache was added tothe Come 
mittee cn Couniies and County Boundaries. 

On motion of Me, Williamsen, Mr. Dancy was added te-the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

A. billte-be entitled an act, toamend the: Constitution. of the 
State of Texas; read.second/time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Perkins,. referred: tothe Committee om 
State Affairs, 

Substitute fromthe House of Representatives, for joint reso+ 
lution. originating in the Senate, to repeal the joint resolutiom 
ranting further time for the payment of government dues, and: 

he return of field notes ; read,.and.adopted.. 
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A bill to be entitled.an act, to provide for thedisposition of 
the funds received from the United States ; read first time’ a 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, rule suspended, and bill rea 
second time. E 

Mr. Williamson moved te amend the bill by adding, “and 
that this act take effect from and after its passage ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was further suspended, 
and the billas amended was read third time and passed. 

A billto be entitled-an act, to provide for locating the seat of 
Justice of the county of Austin; read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the bill was amended, by a vote of 
two-thirds of the Senate, by inserting the words, “ef land,’ 
after “ tract,” in first section; and bill as amended passed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill te be entitled an act, 
to provide an appropriation for the payment of the mileage and 

er diem pay of the members of the Legislature of the State of 
Ter was taken up-and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the Señate adjourned until to-mor- 

row morning, 10 o’cleck. 


Friday, 10 0’ciock, a, M. 
December 31st, 1847, 


Senate met—roil called. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, e, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten 
—quorum. present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Phillips presented the petition of Stewart Perry, praying 
for relief, which was read; and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, was referred, together with the 
accompanying documents, to the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Bache presented the petition of Thos. F. McKinney, 
praying for relief, which was read; and, = 

On motion of Mr. Bache, referred to a select joint committee. 
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Messrs. Bache, Williams and Phillips were appointed said 
committee on the part of the Senate. ` 

Mr. Burleson presented the petition of James P. Wallace, 
praying for relief, which was read; and, 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. Abbott presented the petition of Eularian Dugat and 
, Marcelleat Dugat, which was referred to the Committee on Ju- 
diciary, without reading. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following Report: 


Hon. Joux A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act, defining the duties of “coroners,” approved, 
May 13th, 1846, which they find correctly Engrossed, and di- 
rected me to report accordingly. 


S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following Reports : 


Hon. Joun A. Greer, 
£ President of the Senate : 


The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Benjamin Bryant, of Milam county, praying that certain chil- 
dren therein named, born out of lawful wedlock, and believed 
and confessed to be his own, be legitimatized, and be made heirs 
of his estate; and thatthey be known an called by the sir name 
of Bryant, have considered the same, and have directed me to 
return the petition to the Senate with the accompanying bill, 
granting and carrying out petitioners request, the passage of 
which they recommend. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 
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Committee Room, 


“Dec. 30th, 1847. 
Hon. John A. Greer, President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
ofa citizen of San Augustine county, signing himself R. F. 
Miller, and stating that, although he has been called by several 
names, alt of which he himself has used, he has never had any 
name, have, after considering the premises, concluded to give to 
the said individual the name of Robert Franklin Miller, hehim- 
self appearing to be more partial to that name than any which 
` he has hitherto borne. 

Accompanying the bill assigning a name to the said individu- 
al, the committee report a bill constituting him the heir of Solo- . 
man Miller, of San Augustine county, in conformity with a re- 


quest to this effect. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 
Which reports were read, and laid on the table, to come up 
with the orders of the day. 


Mr. Parker, chairman of a select committee, made the follow- 
ing Report: 


> 


Committee Room, 


Dec, 31st, 1847. 
Hon. John. A. Greer, President of the Senate: 


Your select committee, to whom was referred the nomination of - 
the Hon. Amos Clark, Judge of the Sixth Judicial District, have 
instructed me to report said nomination back to the Senate, 
with the accompanying documents, and recommend that said 
nomination be laid on the table until called up. 


ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 


The report was, on motion of Mr. Gage, adopted. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to provide 
for the election of Electors for President and Vice President of 
the United States; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following Resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to fur- 
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nish the Senate, as early and as far as practicable, with captions 
of ali the acts passed, and ofall the joint resolutions (requiring 
the signature of the Governor) adopied by the first Legislature 
of the State, the enrolled copies of which were, by law, required 
to be filed in his office.” 

The yeas and nays being called on its adoption, stood thus: 

Yeas--—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Bourland, Burleson, Cuny, 
Dancy,Grimes, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and 
W ootten—13. > 

Nays—Aessrs. Brashear, Gage, Jewett, Perkins and Wil- 
liamson—®5. 

Mr. Burleson intreduced a bill to be entitled an act, to author- 
ize the Comptroller to sell vacant lots in the city of Austin and ` 
tract adjoining; read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day: 

A bill to be entitled an act, to amend the eleventh section of an 

act, entitled an act, defining the office and duties of “coroners,” 
approved, May 13th, 1846; read third time and passed; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to authorize and require the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, or other receiver 
of Public dues in said office, to receive gold and silver atthe 
rate ofone dollar thereof for five dollars in Texas promissory 
notes for all government dues (except taxes) upon land and 
patents for land; read second time ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, referred_to the Committee on 
Finance; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to regulate the salary of District 
Attorneys; read first time; 

Joint preamble and resolutions of the State of Texas, re- 
sponsive to the “ Resolutions relative to slavery and the Mexi- 
can war,’ passed by ihe Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Vermont, in the month of November, A. D. 1846, 
and transmitted to his Excellency, the Governor of this State; 
read first time. 

Joint resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
responsive to the resolutions of Virginia, adopted in March of 
the present year: read first time. 

- A bill tobe entitled an act to vest in the county of Austin, 

for county purposes, the property of the corporation of the town 
of San Felipe: read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Phil- 
lips, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
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A bill to be entitled an act the better to define the boundary 
of Grayson county: read second time. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment: strike out 
“thirty-one and a half miles,” after the word “west,” and insert 
“twenty-five miles to the eastern boundary of Denton county, 
thence north one and a half miles to north-east corner of Den- 
ton coufty ; thence west six and a half miles.” 

Adopted. The bill as amended was ordered to be engross- 
ed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the location of the 
county seat of Grayson county, with the report recommending 
a substitute, was read: the substitute adopted: bill read se- 
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Williams, ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for fixing the seat of 
justice of the county of Dallas: read first time. 

A bill to be entitted an act to admit Franklin B. Sexton, 
Asa H. Willie and Josiah F. Crosby to practise law in the 
courts of this State: read second time, 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendment! after “Crosby” 
insert “and all other young gentlemen under twenty-one years 
of age.” Rejected. 

-The yeas and nays being called on the engrossment of the 
bill, stood thus :-— 

Yeas—Messrs, Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, 
Cuny, Jewett, Navarro, Phillips, Wallace, Williamson and 
‘Wootten—138. 

Nays—Messrs, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Parker and Perkins 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
` Joint resolution authorizing the Adjutant General io issue 
a bounty land warrant to Elijah D. Holland: read first time. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a patent in the namé of Adolphus 
Sterne, assignee of Maria Josefa Sanches: read first time. 

The following communication from the Commissioner of the 
_ General Land Office was received afid read : ' 
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General Land Office, 
i December 31st, 1847. ? 

Hoy. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 


Sir :—In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, requi- 
ring the Commissioner of the General Land Office to “furnish 
the Senate with a map of the several counties of the State, 
shewing their relative positions, with a View to the alteration 
and reorganization of theseveral Judicial Districts of the State,” 
a map herewith accompanying is presented. 

Thave the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your very obd’t serv’t, 
THOS. WM. WARD. 


The report ef the committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the sale or dispo- 
sal of powder, lead or spirituous liquors to Indians: was read 
and adopted. Bill read second time and ordered to be en- 

a grossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide an appropriation for 
the payment of the mileage and per diem pay of the members 
of the Legislature of the State of Texas: read second time, and 
passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule, that the bill 
might be read third time and passed: upon which the yeas 
and nays were ¢alled and stood thus: ‘ 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Cuny, 
Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Williams, Wil- 
liamson and Wootten—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Parker and 
Wallace—6. 

Lost. 

A bill to be entitled an actto amend the 11th section of an 
act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company: read second 
time, and aa 

On motion of Mr, Perkins, referred to the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for marking in part the 
boundary line between the districts of Fannin and Nacogdo- 
ches: read second time, and 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an actto prevent Justices of the Peace 
and Clerks of District, County and Probate Courts from is- 
suing executions for costs only, in civil actions : read second 
time,and on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. è 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the communication and accompanying map 
received from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
be referred to aselect committee, to be composed of not less 
than eight members, (one from each Judicial District,) with in- 
structions to enquire into the expediency of reorganizing and 
increasing the number of the same.” 

Adopted. 

Messrs. Williams, Perkins, Dancy, Jewett, Phillips, Wallace, 
Gage and Abbott were appointed said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, 


The Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, P. M. 


= 


mc 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


x Committee Room, ? 
7 ; 31st December, 1847. $ 


To the President of the Senate, 
Hon. J. A. GREER: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“an act to provide for repairs necessary on public buildings in 
the city of Austin,” after considering the same. have instructed 
me to report a substitute therefor, (by way of amendment,) and 
recommend its adoption. 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the report was adopted. 


92 k 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was read third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to reserve 
one of the public buildings in the city of Austin, for the Supreme 
Court.” Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspendedand the bill 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was further suspended, 
and bill read third time and passed. 

A message was received trom the House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the Sen- 
aie that the House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate, to a bill to proide for the disposition of the funds re- 
ceived from the United States. 

A message was received from His Exceltency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which, 

On motion of Mr, Gage, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Parker, was laid on the table until Mon- 
day next, to be acted on in Executive session. 

Mr. Brashear offered the following resolution : 

“Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses be 
instructed te contract with the publishers of the Democrat, a 
paper published in the city of Austin, for eight hundred and 
torty copies of the Governor’s Message, for the use of the Sen- 
ate.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Cuny, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
prevent retailers of spirituous or vinous liquors from furnishing 
or supplying slaves therewith, without the written consent of 
the master or owner of said slaves. Read first time. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


Hon. Joun A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a “bill to 
be entitled an act to reserve one of the public buildings in the 
city of-Austin for the use of the Supreme Court,” and finding 
the same correctly engrossed, have directed me to report ac- 


cordingly, 
S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 
Committee Room, Dec. 31, 1847. 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland, i 
The Senate adjourned until to morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


Saturday, 10 o'clock. 4. s. 7 
January 1, 1848. f 


Senate met—roll caled. The following Senators answered 
to thelr names: , 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Bhrleson, Clark, 
Cony, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, KcRae, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wooton—quorum pres- 
ent. ‘The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The President of the Senate announced a communication, 
marked “Contest of Election, Bexar County,’ which, 

On motion of Mr, Jewett. was referred to the committee or 
Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engressed Bills. 
made the following report : 


Committee Room, 
January Ist 1345, 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate z 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examiaed the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolutions, viz.: 

An act to prohibit the sale or disposal of powder, lead or spir- 
ituous liqours to Indians: A. bill to be entitled an act to pro- 
vide for a permanent location of the county seat of Grayson 
county: A bill to be entitled an act the better to define the 
boundaries of Grayson county : A biH to be entitled an act to 
admit Franklin B. Sexton, Asa H. Wille and Josiah F. Cros- 
by to practice law in the courts of this State : Joint resolution 
instructing the Senators and Representatives in Congress to 
procure the passage of an act establishing two districts for the 
United States Court :—and finding the same correctly engross- 
ed, have directed me to report accordingly. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 
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The Senate proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide an appropriation for 
the payment of the mileage and per diem pay of the members 
ef Ge ag aca of the State of Texas: read: third time and 

assed. < 

A bili to be entitled an act to prohibit the sale or disposal of 
powder, lead orspirittious liquors to Indians: read third time 
and passsed. 

A bili to be entitled an act to admit Franklin B. Sexton, Asa 
H. Willie and Josiah F. Crosby to practice law in the courts 
of this State: read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution instructing the Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congréss to procure the passage of an act establishing 
two es for the United States Court: read third time and 
passed. 

A bill te be entitled an act the better to define the bounda- 
ries of Grayson county: read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for a permanent loca- 
tion : the county seat of Grayson county : read third time and 
passed. 


_ On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until Mon- 
day morning, 10 o'clock. 


* 


e 


Mownpay, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
Jan. 3d, 1848. 


Senate met—yroll called—the following Senators answered 
to their names: 

Messrs Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, - 
Cuny, Dancy. Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Parker, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—quo- 
rum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of citizens of Mercer’s Col- 
ony—referred te the committee on Publie Lands without read- 
ing. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the conynittee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report: 
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Commirrer Room, ) 
Jan. 3d, 1848, Í 


Hon. J. A. CREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred an act entitled an act establishing more perma- 
nently the seat of Justice of Collin County, have instructed me 
to report the same back without amendment, and recommend 


its passage. 
D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act legalizing 
and making valid the official acts of Chief and Associate Jus- 
tices, while sitting as boards of Land Commissioners, between 
the first Monday in September, 1845, and the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1846—read first time. . 

' A message was received from the House of Representives 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed the following Bills and Joint Resolutions, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act appropriating five thousand dol- 
lars for the cofitingent expenses of both Houses of the Legis- 
lature. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State, from issuing cer- 
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall previously thereto have received a conditional 
certificate from some competent board. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the proof necessary 
for the heirs or legal representatives of those who fell under 
the command of Fannin, Travis,Grant and Johnson, to obtain 
their head right certificates. 

Joint Resolutions responsive to the resolutions of the Gener- 
al Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plant- 
ations—also, 

That the House had adopted the substitute of the Senate 
for a bill originating in the House to provide for repairs neces- 
sary on public buildings in the city of Austin. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to legitimate certain. children of 
Benjamin Bryant—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Robert 
Franklin Cypert to Robert Franklin Miller—read first time. 

A bil to be entitled an act to make Robert Franklin Miller 
the lawful heir of Solomon Miller—read first time. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Adjutant General to issue 
a bounty land warrant to Elijah D. Holland—read second 
time * and j ` 

On motion of Mr. Perkins ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Cifice to issue a patent in the name of Adolphus 
Sterne, assignee of Marin Josefa Sanchez—read second time, 
and 

On motion of Mr. Parker, orderċd to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for fixing the seat of 
justice ol the county of Dallas—read secoad time sand ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Joint Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
responsive to the Resolutions “of Virginia, adopted in March, 
1547—read second time, and 

On Erosion ot Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on State 
Adair , 

Joint Preamble and Resolutions of the Legislature of the 

tate of Texas, heal ale to the “Resolutions relative to slaye- 

y and the Mexican War,” passed by the Senate and House of 
hoan es oË the State of Vermont in the month of No- 
vember, A. D., 1846, and transmitted to His Excellency the 
Governor of this S: ate-—read second time, and 

Cn motion of Mr. Ciark, referred to the Committee on State 


2 biii to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of Dis- 


trict Atte neye —read second time, and 
on of XIr. Parker, referred to the committee on the 


A bil te be entitled au act to provide for the election of elec- 
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read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. j 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent retailers of spirituous 
or vinous liquors from furnishing or supplying slaves there- 
with, without the written consent of the master or overseer of 
said slaves—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Grimes laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act appropriating five thousand dol- . 
lars for the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Legisla- 
ture—read first time. 

A billto be entitled an act to prohibit the boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State from issuing cer- 
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall previously thereto, have received a conditional 
certificate from some competent buard—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the proof necessary 
for the heirs or legal representatives of those who fell under 
the command of Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson, to obtain 
their head right certificates—read first time. 

Joint Resolutions responsive to the, resolutions of the Gener- 
al Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and‘ Providence 
Plantations—read first time. 

Mr. Jewett offered the following Resolution. 

“Resolved, That the committee on Finance, be instructed to 
investigate the number of unsold and forfeited lots on the Island 
of Galveston, and in the city of Calhoun on St. Joseph’s Island, 
and the present condition of the title of the State thereto, and 
that they enquire into the expediency of selling the same, and 
report generally what legislation, if any, is necessary in the 

premises.” 

Adopted. , 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow morning 10 o’clock. 

7 
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Tuespay, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
January 4th, 1848. 


Senate met—roll called—the following Senators answered 
te their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes; McRea, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wal- 
lace, Williams and Wootten—-quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Dancy presented the petition of William Primm, pray- 
ing that certain named children should be made his legal heirs 
—which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

Mr. Gage, Chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report : 


How. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee 6n Counties and County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred a bill to be-entitled an act to provide for marking 
in part, the boundary line between the land districts of Fannin 
and Nacogdoches, have had the same under consideration, and 
instructed me to report the same back to the Senate, without 
amendment, and recommend its passage. D 


D. GAGE, Chairman. 
Jan. 4th, 1848. 


Mr. Abbott, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled bils, 
made the following report. 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 3d, 1848. 


How. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom were referred a 
“Joint Resolution granting further time for the payment of 
Government dues and the return of field notes,” and also, “an 
act to reserve one of the public buildings in the city of Austin, 
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for the use of the Supreme-Court,” have compared said Joint 
Resolution and said act with the engrossed copies and find 
them correctly enrolled. 

W.C. ABBOTT, Chairman. 


Mr. Williams, Chairman of the committee on Apportion- 
ment, Privileges and Elections, made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Austin, Jan. 4th, 1848. 
Hon, J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections, 
to whom were referred the papers, evidences, &c., appertaining 
to the contested seat of Hon. Jose Antonio Navarro, have con- 
sidered the same, and find from the law and the evidence ad- 
duced by the parties,that the present incumbent, Jose Antonio 
Navarro is entitled to the seat, and would recommend that he 
be confirmed in the same. 

WM. M. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, the report was taken up and 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, Mr. Clark was excused from at- 
tendance on the Senate, on account of sickness. 

My: Phillips offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary take into 
consideration that portion of the Governor's message, relating 
to the decisions of the Supreme Court of the State, and report 
such billgrelative thereto as they consider expedient and pro- 
per. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

Committee Room. 
January 4th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, President of the Senate: 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bill and joint resolutions, viz: “An Act to provide for 
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fixing the seat of Justice of the County of Dallas.” A- Joint 
Resolution authorizing the Adjutant General to issue a bounty 


land warrant to Elijah D. Holland, anda Joint Resolution au~ 


thorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to is- 
sue a patent in the name of Adolphus Sterne, assignee of Ma- 
ria Josefa Sanchez,” finding the same correctly engrossed .they 
have directed me to. report the same. . 


S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives 
through their chief clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill,-informing the See 
nate that the House had concurred: in the amendments of the 
Senate to a bill to provide for locating the Seat of Justice of the 
County of Austin. . 

Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the Committee on Finance made 
the following report: 


City of Austin, } 
January 3d, 1848, |. 
Hon. J. A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 


The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a “ Bill to 
be entitled an act to authorize and require the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to- receive gold and silver at the 
rate of one dollar thereof, for five dollars in Texas promis- 
sory notes, for all Government dues (except taxes) upon land, 
and patents for land”—have had the same under consideration, 
and instructed me to return the’bill to the Senate, with amend- 
ments, and recommend its passage. Amendments—=strike out 
of the caption and the bill the words “except taxes,’ which 
words are enclosed in brackets. 

Mr. Perkins offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Engrossing Clerk of the Senate have 
absence for ten days.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Jewett offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Committtee on the Judiciary take into 
consideration that part of the Governor’s message whick relates 
to fraudulent land claims, and report by bill, or otherwise, the 
result of their deliberations.” 

Adopted. 


HOi 


Mr Parker, Chairman of the Committee on Claimsand Ac- 
ounts, made the following report: 


Commitiee Room, 
January 4th, 1848. 
dion. J. A. GREER, 

President of the Senate:: 


The Committee on Claims and Accounts, te whom was re- 
ferred a “Joint Resolution for the relief of the Citizens of 
Texas who had their property destroyed and taken off by the 
Mexican Government during .the revolution,” have had the 
same under consideration and instructed me to submit the fol- 
lowing report and recommend its passage. , 

It is the opinion ef the committee that when a nation 

-embarks in war the calamities resulting from it should be 
borne by all as-equally as possible, and this is no less a rule of 
sound policy than a, principle ef justice; for unless the Govern- 
ment would cause its citizens to be remunerated for calamities 
which casually fall upon them, the hazards of war would at all 
times be encountered by the inhabitants of a nation with relue- 
tance. Otherwise more favored individuals and sections of 
-country, less exposed, would not be affected by it at all, while 
certain ruin would inevitably fall upon more exposed indivi- 
duals and less favored regions; and in order that the calamities 
of war may not fall unequally upon individuals, the modern 
usage among civilized nations has been to provide, in the treaty 
of peace, for indemnity for the injuries done the private pro- 
perty of its citizens by the enemy during the war. Ne one will 
say that the burthens of the Texas revolution should be borne 
by a few individuals only, but that they should fall alike equally 
upon all; and let us apply these principles to the cases which 
the resolution was intended to provide. During the war be- 
tween Texas and Mexico some of.our citizens were not at all 
effected by it, some were seriously injured, and others were en- 
tirely ruined; and had this war been terminated by Texas as 
an independent nation, she would have been bound morally and 
and according to the modern usage among civilized nations to 
provide, in the treaty of peace with Mexico, for remuneration 
for the injuries which her citizens had thus sustained, and it: is 
not fair to presume that she would, in that event, have done less 
than duty and humanity required of her. 
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‘hat since during the pendency of this war the sovereignty” 
of Texas, in a national point of view, merged in that of the 
United States ; and since the latter has assumed the position of 
the former in relation to it, and is now prosecuting what in 
truth may be considered the same identical and unfinished war, 
surely she should feel the same moral obligation resting upon 
her to provide for the remuneration of those individuals who 
formerly as citizens of Texas, and now as citizens of the United 
States, are still involved in the same unfinished war. The re-- 
lations of Texas have so changed,. by annexation, that she can 
now make no treaty stipulations onthe subject herself; and un- 
less the Government of the United States does provide for their 
remuneration, in her treaty of peace with Mexico, the probabi- 
lity is that they will never be remunerated at all—and, under 
such circumstances, it would not surely be just that the claims 
of those citizens who: have beenlongest engaged in the war— 
who have borne most of its calamities, and who have fought 
so gallantly upon every battle field, should receive a less favora- 
ble consideration at the hands of our Government than the 
claims of other citizens of the United States. 

ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 


Mr, Dancy entered the following dissent from the above re- 
port, viz? : 


Senate Chamber, 
4th January, 1848. 


To the President of the Senate : 
Joun A.. GREER, Esq. 


I dissent from that part of the Report of the Committee on 
Claims and Accounts, handed in to-day, which says that the 
war, which is now waged by the United States against Mexico, 
is the identical war which was waged by Texas against Mexico 
previous to annexation. I believe that the present war was 
brought on by the act of Mexico. 

JON. W. DANCY, 
One of the Committee. 


Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the 18th and 74th sections of an act to regulate proceedings in 
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the District Courts. Approved 14th May. A. D.1846. Read 
first time. 
` The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the day. ; 

Joint Resolutions responsive to the Resolutions of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations. Read second time, and on motion of Mr. Wil- 
liams, referred to the Committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the proof necessary 
for the heirs or legal representatives of those who fell under the 
command of Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson to obtain their 
headright certificates. Read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Brashear, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the boards of Land 
Commissioners, in each county in this State, from issuing cer- 
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall previously thereto have received a conditional 
certificate from some competent board. Read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act appropriating five thousand dol- 
lars for the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Legis- 
lature, Read second time, and on motion of Mr. Grimes, re- 
ferred fo the Committee on Finance. 

Joint Resolution, authorizing the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office to issue a patent im the name of Adolphus 
Sterne, assignee of Maria Josefa Sanchez—on motion of Mr. 
‘Williams, laid upen the table. 

A Joint Resolution, authorizing the Adjutant General to 
issue a bounty land warrant to Elijah D, Holland—read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to be entitied an act to provide for fixing the Seat of 
Justice of the County of Dallas—read third time and passed. 

A bill to be eniitled an act establishing more permanently 
the Seat of Justice of Collin County—read second time and 
passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Robert 
Franklin Cypert to Robert Franklin Miller. Read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to make Robert Franklin Miller 
the lawful heir of Solomon Miller—read second time, and, on 


104 


motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legitimate certain children 
of Benjamin Bryant—yread second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Bourland, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize and make valid the 
official acts of Chief and Associate Justices, while sitting, as 
boards of Land Commissioners, between the first Monday i in 
Sentember, 1545, and the first day of January, 1846—read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution: 

« Resolved, That the Committee on State Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire nto the expediency of proposing an arnendment 
te the third section of the tenth article o the Constitution, so as 
to authorize the Legislature to dispose of the lands heretofore 


appropriate for school purposes, otherwise than by lease, as re- 
quired by said section.” 


Adopted. 


On motion, of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow morning; 10 o'clock. 


Wednesday 10 o'clock, A. M. 
January 5th, 1848. 


Senate met—roll called—the following Senators answered 
to their names: 

ee tt, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cu- 

, Daney, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 

Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Woot- 
ten,—quorum present; 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed bills 
made the following report. 
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Committee Room, } 
January 5th, 1828. 4 


Hon. J. A, Gresr, 
President of the Senate: 


The Committee on engrossed bills have examined the. fol- 
lowing bills—viz: 

A billto be entitled an act to change the name of Robert 
Franklin Cypert, to Robert Franklin Miller. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legitimate certain children of 
-Benjamin Bryant, and directed me to report the same correctly 
engrossed. 

S. W. PERKINS, 
Chairman. 


A message was received from the House of Representa- 
tives through its Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill, informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following bills and Joint 
Resoluticns—viz:* 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate and establish 
‘Guadalupe College. 

A bill to incorporate the Union Marine and Fire Insurance 
Company. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an aet to or- 
ganize the County of Upshur. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons 
who are indebted to the State on account of public dues paya- 
ble in the Promissory notes of the late Republic. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of John Sà McNairy. 

Preamble and Joint Resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas requesting the Senators and Representatives of 
Texas, in the Congress ofthe United States te urge the pas- 
sage of alaw for the payment of the volunteers called out 
from this State under the requisitions of Col. S. R. Curtis. 

Mr. Parker offered tthe following resolution; 

“Resolved, That the committee’on the Judiciary, take into 
consideration, the expediency of so amending the act organiz- 
ing the Supreme Court of the State, asto provide that the State 
Shall be divided inte two Judicial Districts, and that the Court 
shall be holden at the town of Nacogdoches in the county of 
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Nacogdoches, and Austin in Travis County, and report to the 
Senate the result oftheir deliberation.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, Joint Resolution authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a patent to 
Adolphus Sterne, assignee of Maria Josefa Sanchez was taken 
up and placed among the orders of the day. ; . 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, a bill to be entitled an act to pre- 
vent retailers of Spirituous or vinious liquors, from furnishing 
or supplying slaves therewith, without the written consent of 
the master or overseer of said slaves, was taken up and plac- 
ed among the orders of the day. ‘ 


The Senate preceededed to the orders the day.. 

The report of the committee on Finance on a bill to be enti- 
tled an act to authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, or other receiver of public dues in said 
office to receive gold and silver at the rate of one dollar there- 
‘of,, for five dollars in Texas Promissory notes for all Govern- 
ment dues (except taxes) upen lands and patents for land.— ` 
was read and.adopted—and bill as amended was ordered to be 
engrossed. oe 

A bill tø be entitled an act to provide for marking in part 
the boundary line between the Land Districts of Fannin and 
Nacogdoches, read second time. 

On motior of Mr. Gage, the blank was filled with three, and 
bill as amended ordered to be engrossed. 

Report of Committee on claims and accounts, en Joint Reso- 
lution for the relief of the citizens of Texas whohad their prop- 
erty destroyed and taken off by the Mexican Government dur- 
ing the Revolution; read and adopted. ° 

Joint Resolution read second time. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson the blank was filled with five; 
Resolution as amended ordered to be engrossed. 

A billto be entitled an act establishing more permanently 
the seat of Justice of Collin county; read third time and passed. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissoner of the Gener- 
al Land Office to issue a patent to Adolphus Sterne assignee 
of Maria Jesefa Sanchez; read third time and passed. 

‘A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Robert 
Franklin Cypert,to Robert Franklin Miller; read third time 
and passed. 
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A. Bill to be entitled an act to legitimatize certain children _ 
of Benjamin Bryant; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent retailers of spirituous or 
vinous liquors from furnishing or supplying slaves therewith, 
without the written consent of the master or overseer of said" 
slaves—read second time. 

Mr. Grimes offered a substitute which was read; 

And, on motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill together with 
the substitute was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The following communication from.the Secretary. of State 
accompanied by a caption of the acts of the last Legislature, 
was read. i 


Secretary of State’s office, 
Austin January 4, 1848. 
To the Honorablé 
The President of the Senatè :. 


Sir—In compliance with a resolutiow of the Senate of the 
31st ultimo, I have the honor to communicate herewith a com- 
plete list of the captions of allthe Acts-and Joint Resolutions 
passed by the first Legislature of the State—the enrolled cop- 
ies of which are on file in this office. 

The captions furnished correspond exactly with: those pub- 
lished in. the printed volume of Laws—with which they have 
been compared, as well as with the original. 

I have the honos to be, 
very-respectfully, 
your ob’t. serv’t. 
W. D. MILLER. 
Secretary of State. 


i On motion of Mr.. Wallaee, it was laid en the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 18th and 74th sec- 
tions of the act to-regulate proceedings in the District Courts 
read second time. . 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendments: 

In the caption strike out “and” before “74,” and after “74” 
insert “and” 75”—in sectior Ist, strike out “and” before 74, and 
insert “and 75” after “"74”-——and at the conclusion add the words 
as follows: 
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Sec. 75. When any person may anticipate the institution 
of asuit in which he may be interested, and may desire to per- 
petuate the testimony of a witness te be usedin such suit, he 
may file his petitition in the District Court Clerk’s office in the 
‘county were such suit sent could be instituted, representing such 
facts and the names of such persons known to be interested 
adversely to the petitioner: which petition shall be served in 
the same manner as other petitions are required to be served; 
after which, depositions may -be taken and returned by any of 
the parties to such petition, in like manner as provided for in 
this act; and such depositions when so taken and returned 
shall, after the institution of the suit or suits contemplated, be 
subject to exceptions as other depositions are, and may be us- 
ed in any suit or suits which may be thereafter instituted be- 
tween-any of the parties to the petition or those claiming un-. 
der them, in like manner as if such depositions had been ta- 
ken after the institution of such suit or suits. , 

The bill together with the-amendments, on motion of Mr. 
Williamson, was referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 
with instructions that they report on the whole code of practice 
in the District Courts. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate and establish Guad- 
lupe College—read first. 

A bill to be entitied an act to incorporate the Union Ma- 
rine and Fire Insurance company; read first time.” 

- A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to or“ 
ganize the county of Upshur; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act,forthe relief of those persons who 
are indebted to the State on aceount of public dues, payable 
in the Promissory notes of the late Republic; read first time. 
Joint Resolution fer the relief of John S. McNairy—read first 
time. l 

Preamble and Joint Resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas, requesting the Senators and Representatives 
af Texas in the Congress of the United States to urge the pas- 
sage of a law for the payment of the volunteers called out 
from this State under the requisitions of Col. S. R. Curtis; read 
first time. i 

Mr. Navarrointreduced Joint Resolution, authorizing the 
treaty making power with mexico, to release all forfeitures for 
political offences incurred by persons mentioned in the 8th ar- 
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ticle of the general provisions of the constitution of the Repub- 
lic of Texas; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow morning 10 o’clock.. 


Thursday, 10 o'clock, a, nt. 
January 6th,.1848. 

Senate met—roll called—The following Senators answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage,.Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, . 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Parker, Chairman of the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following: Report: 

Committee Room, 
January. õth,. 1848. ? 


t 
Hon. J. &. GREER, 
President of the Senate :. 


_ * j 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was rë- 
ferred the petition of Stuart: Perry, with the accompanying 
documents, have examined his papers, and instructed me to re- 
port ;—'That the committee are satisfied that Mr- Perry has ren- 
dered valuable services to Texas, and that his claims are good 
for a considerable amount; butas the Legislature design pre- 
scribing some mode for ascertaining the just debts of Texas, 
the committee have instructed me to return the papers to the 
Senate, and recommend that they be laid upon the table, to 
await the further action of the Legislature, with regard tothe 
liabilities of Texas. i 

ISAAC PARKER, Chairman. 
Which report, on motion of Mr. Gage, was adopted. 
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Mr. Clark, Chairman of ‘the Committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following Reports: . 


Committee Room, } 
January th, 1848. ( 


Hon. Joux À. GREER, 
President of tke Senate : 


The Judiciary Committee have had under consideration a 
bill to be entitled an act, te regulate the salaries of District At- 
torneys, and a majority of said committee instruct me to return 
said bill te the Senate, and recommend its passage. . 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Committee Room, 
January 6th, 1848. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: , . 


The Commitiee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of Eularian Dugat and Marcelleat Dugat, have in- 
structed me to report the accompanying bill: 

A bill to be entitled an act, to declare the name of Beazley. 
son of Marcelleat Dugat, and also to legitimate said Beazley: 
which was read firstiime. , 


Committee Room, 
January Sth, 1848. 


Hon. Jons A. Greer, ~ 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of William Primm, a citizen of Fayette county, praying that 
certain persons therein named, ‘represented to be his children, 
may be freed, and have and bear his name, and be qualified to 
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inherit his estate, have considered the same, and æ majority of 
the committee have directed me to report said petition back to 
the Senate, with the accompanying bills, the passage of which 


they recommend. 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Cuny, chairman of the committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses, made the following Report: 


Hon. Jons A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Contingent Expenses, in compliance with 

a resolution of the Senate, have contracted with the proprietors 

of the Texas Democrat for printing 840 copies of | his Excel- 

lency’s the Governors message, to „be furnished in pamphlet 
form, at two and a half cents a piece for each copy. 

PHIL. M. CUNY, Chairman. . 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following Report: 


Committee Room, 
; January 6th, 1848. 


Hon, Joun A. GREAR, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a joint 
resolution for the relief of the citizens of Texas who had 
their property destroyed and taken off by the Mexican Govern- 
ment during the revolution ; and the following bills viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for marking in part 
the boundary line between the land districts of Fannin and. Na- 
cogdoches ; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to authorize and require the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to receive gold and silver 
at the rates of one dollar thereof for five dollars in Texas prom- 
issory notes, for all government dues upon lands and patents 
for lands; all of which they find correctly engrossed. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


kd 
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A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, informing the Senate thatthe House 
had passed the following bills and Joint resolutions, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled an act, for the incorporation of the city 
of Laredo ; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to grant a ferry privilege to Nan- 
ey Hutchinson ; 

A bill to be entitled an act, for the relief of Martin Walker; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to incorporate Protection Fire 
Company No. I, city of Houston; and, also, the following bills, 
which originated in the Senate: 

A bill to be entitled an act, the better to define the boundaries 
of Grayson county; 5 

A bill to be entitled an act, to admit Franklin B. Sexton, 
Asa H. Willie, and Josiah F. Crosby, to practice law in the 
courts of this State ; and . 

A bill to be entitled an act, to provide for the permanent loca- 
tion of the county seat of Grayson county. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following Report: 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act, to authorize the Comptroller to sell vacant lots 
in the city of Austin and tract adjoining, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and instructed me to report the bill back to 
the Senate with an amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Amendment in the fourth line from the bottom, afterthe word 
* advertise,” insert “as in the first instance” 


JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 


Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to require 
all land tities to be recorded in the county where the land lies; 
read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the sixth section of an act, entitled an act, to organize the Dis- 
trict Courts, and to define their powers and jurisdiction, ap- 
proved 11th May, 1846; read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day: 

Joint resolution for the relief of the citizens of Texas who 
had their property destroyed and taken oif by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, during the revolution; read third time and passed ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for marking in part 
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thé boundary line between the land districts of Fannin and Na- 
cogdoches ; read third time and passed ; NE: E 

Preamble and joint resolution of the Legislature ofthe State 
of Texas, requesting the Senators and Representatives of Tex- 
as in the Congress of the United States, to urge the passage of 
alaw for the payment of the vọlunteers called out from this 
State under the requisition of Col. S. R. Curtis; read second 

_ time, and passed to third reading, 

On motion of My. Clark, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed ; 

A billto be entitled an act to authorize and require the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, to receive gold and silver , 
at the rate of one dollar thereof for five dollars in Texas pro- 
missory notes, for all goverument dues upon land and patents 
for land; read third time. 

Mr. Williamson moved to re-commit the bill to the commit- 
tee on Finance; lost, 

Mr. Williamson moved to refer the bill toa select committee ; 
lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the-bill was referred to the special 
committee appointed to ascertain the amount and character of 
the debt of the late Republic of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, Mr. Jewett was added to said 
special committee. $ 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
o on motion of Mr. Burleson, was read, and was as fol- 
ows: 


Executive Orrtcs, 
Austin, January 6, 1848. 


To the Hon. 
The President and Gentlemen of the Senate : 


The Exeeutive has the honor to transmit the enclosed com- 
munication to the two houses of the Legislature. As you will 
perceive it is an invitation tendered to you by the citizens of 
San Antonio, to attend the funeral obsequies of the brave and 
lamented Capt. Samuel H. Walker, to be celebrated in that city; 


on the 8th instant. 
É GEO. T. WOOD. 
8 x 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, the message was referred to the 
committee on the Militia. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate and establish Gua- 
dalupe College; read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on Ed- 
ucation. ~ . 

A bill to be entitled an act to ineorporate the Union, Marine 
and Fire Insurance Company ; read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. F 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to or- 
_ganize the county of Upshur ; read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relif of those who are in- 
debted to the State on account of public dues, payable in prom- 
issory notes of the late Republic; read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to the special committee 
appointed to ascertain the amount and character of the debt of 
the late republic of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, Mr. Williamson was added to said 
special Committee. , 

Joint Resolution for the relief of John S, McNairy; read sec- 
ond time: ; 

And, on motion of Mr. Williams referred to the committee 
on private land Claims. - 

Joint Resolution authorizing the treaty making power with 
Mexico, to release all forfeitures for political offences incurred 
by persons mentioned in the 8th article of the general provis- 
ions of the Constitution of the Republic of Texas; read second 
time: 

And, on motion of Mr. Navarro, referred to a select commit- 
tee of five— ; 

Messrs. Navarro, Phillips, Cuny, Wallace and Williams 
were appointed said Committee. i 

A bill to be entitled an act for the incorporation of the city 
of Laredo; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to grant a Ferry privilege to 
Nancy Hutchinson; read first time. 

À bill to be entitled an act for the reliefof Martin Walker; 
read first time. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Protection Fire 
Company No. 1, city of Houston; read first time. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution. 

“Resolved, That the House of Representatives be requested 
to appoint a special Committee to act in conjunction with the 
like Committee of the Senate, to enquire into the expedien- 
cy of ascertaining the amount and character of the public debt 
of the late Republic of Texas, devise ways and means for its 
early liquidation, &c., with instructions to report by bill or oth- 
erwise.’, 

- Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the Senate adjourned until to- 

morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


Friday 10 o’clock, A. M. 
January “th, 1848. | 


Senate met; roll called; The following Senators answered to 
their names. 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace, 
Williams and Wootten; quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of citizens of Collin 
county which was referred to the committee on counties and 
county boundaries. 

-Mr. Williams presented the petition of the citizens of Bon- 
ham praying the passage of a bill to incorporate said town, 
which on motion of Mr. Williams was referred to a special com- 
mittee. z 

Messrs. Williams, Wooten and Bourland were appointed 
said committee. 

Mr Clark Chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary made 
the following reports. 


Lié 


Committees Room, 
January 6th, 1848. 


Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 


The Judiciary committee have considered a bill to be enti- 
tied an act to make Robert Franklin Miller the lawful heir of 
Solomon Miller, and return thesame to the Senate and recom- 
mend its passage. 

They have also, had under consideration a bill to be entitled 
an act to prohibit the recovery of money, property or other ar- 
ticle of value, lost or wonon bets or wagers, and have directed 
me to report it back to the Senate with the recommendation 


that it be passed. 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 3 


The Judiciary committee having considered a bill to be en- 
titled an act to prevent Justices of the Peace and Clerks of the 
District and Probate Court from issuing executions for costs on- 
ly, in civil actions,” haveinstructed me to report said bill te 
the Senate, and recommend that it lie upon the table. 

EDWARD CLARK, 


Chairman. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Sengte : 


Fhe Judiciary committee have considered the bill to amend 
the third section of an act providing for the transfer of records 
of administrators, to new counties “and have direeted me to 
report with the original bill, the enclosedsubstitute, the adop- 
tion and passage of which they recommend, 

EDWARD CLARK 


Chairman. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 


' The Judiciary committee have had under consideratian a 
bill to be entitled an act supplemental to, and explanatory of 
an act regulating attachments, approved January 28th, 1839, 
and deeming the same injudicious, direct me to report the bill 
back to the Senate and recommend that it be laid upon the 


table. 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Rated 


Mr. Bourland Chairman of the committee on Public Lands 
made the fellowing report. ‘ 


Committee Room, 
January 7th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, . 
President of the Senate: 


. The committee on Public Lands to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled on act to prohibit the boards of Land Com- 
missioners in each county in this State from issuing certificates 
to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or claimant 
shall previously thereto, have received a conditional certificate 
from some competent board, have considered the same and in- 
structed me to report the same back to the Senate with 
amendments; and recommend the passage of the same. 

First amendment. 

Add after the word “ones” line 9, Sec. first, the following 
words, “and at least. three years prior to the time of applica- 
tion.” 

Second amendment. = ; 

Strike out all after “applicant” in lines 9 and 10, Sec. first 
and add the following words “producing to the board the orig- 
inal conditional certificate, or where it may have been located, 
a certified copy of the same, from the Clerk ‘of the county 
“whence it issued. 

JAMES BOURLAND 
Chairman. 
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Mr. Burleson, Chairman of the committee on the Militia 
made the following report; which was read and adopted. 


Senate CHAMBER, / 
January 7th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on the Military Affairs to whom was refer- 
ed the communication of his Excellency the Governor trans- 
mitting an invitation from the citizens of Bexar, to attend the 
funeral obsequies of Capt. Sam. H. Walker. would report that 
an account of the brief interval before the time appointed for 
the ceremonies, it will be impracticable for the members to 
attend in person, but the committee beg leave to: tender ‘their 
grateful acknowledgements,for the courtesy extended to the 
Legislature, and duly appreciate the desire of the citizens of 
San Antonio to bestow appropriate honors on the gallant 


dead, . 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
Chairman of committee 
on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. Burleson the Secretary of the Senate was 
instructed to furnish throughjhis Excellency the Governor to 
the citizens of San Antonio a copy of the report. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
through its Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. Hill informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following Bills and Joint 
Resolutions, viz: 

A billto be entitled an act to define more correctly the 
boundaries of De Witt county. 

P Joint Resolutions for the relief of Assessors and Collectors of 
axes. 

Joint Resolutions requesting the Senators and Representa- 
tives of Texas in the Congress of the United States to protest 
against the relinquishment of the Mexican provinces or States 
conquered by, and in the possession of the United States: and 
also to protest against any law which shall be intended to 
prevent the citizens of slave holding States from taking their 
property with them, in emigrating to said acquired territory. 
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‘ Mr. Burleson, by leave, presented the petition of James F, 
Johnson which was read and referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to suppress gaming——read first time. 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bill to be entitled an act to define 
the boundary lines of the county of Matagorda—read first time. 

Mr. Cuny introduced a bill to be entitled an act to inhibit 
the introduction into this State of slaves who have committed 
high crimes in the States or territories of the United States or 
elsewhere; read first time. = 

Mr. Clark offered the following resolution. ` 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the two Houses of the Legislature will meet in the 
Representative Hall on Tuesday the 11th inst. at 11 o’clock, 
A. M. for the purpose of electing a State Treasurer and Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following resolution. 

“Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
edto take into consideration “an act to organize Justices 
Courts and to define the powers and Jurisdiction of the same” 
and report such amendments as they may deem necessary.” 


Adopted. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bill to be entitled an actto empower certain persons there- 
in named to inherit the estate ef William Primm—read first 
time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to confer upon certain persons 
therein named a Sur-name—readfirst time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize William Primm of — 
Fayette county to emancipate certain persons therein named; 
read first time. 

A. bill to be entitled an act prescribing the proof necessary 
for the heirs or legal Representatives of those who fell under 
the command of Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson to obtain 
their head right certificates; read second time: 

And on motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of District 
Atiorneys—read second time: 
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And, on motion of Mr. Williamson laid on the table until 10 
o’clock to-morrow. y 

The report of the Finance committee on a bill to authorize 
the Comptroller to sell vacant lots in the city of Austin and 
tract adjoining; read second time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Burleson the report together with the 
bill was referred to the committee on State affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the incorporation of the city 
of Lareda; read second time: 

And, on motion of Mr. Philips referred to a select cammit- 
tee— 

Messrs. Phillips, Navarro and Dancy were appointed said 
committee. 

A bill to be entitled an actto grant a Ferry Privilege to 
Nancy Hutchinson; read secand time and passed to a third 
reading. 

A bill to be entitled:an act for the relief ot Martin Walker— 
read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Protection Fire 
Company No. 1, City of Houston—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on 
Militia. 

A biil te be entitled and act to require all land titles to be 
recorded in the county where the land lies—read second time, 
and - 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. _ 

A bill to be entitled an act to declare the name of Beasely 
son of Marcelleat Dugat, and also, to legitimate said Beazley; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 6th section of an 
act to organize the «istrict Courts, and to detine their powers 
and jurisdiction—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A billto be entitled an act to define more correctly the 
boundaries of De Witt county—read first time. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Assessors and Collectors of 
Taxes—read first time. 

Joint Resolutions requesting the Senators and Representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United States, to protest against 
the relinquishment of the Mexican Provinces, or States, con- 
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quered by, and in possession of the United States; and also, to 
protest against any law which shall be intended to prevent the 
citizens of slave-holding States from taking their property 
with them, in emigrating to said acquired territory—read first 
time; 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the rule was suspended—read» 
second time and refered to the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


Satourpay, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
: ‘Jan. 8th, 1848. 


Senate met—roll called—no quorum. 
The Senate adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o’clock. 


Monpay, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
r Jan. 10th, 1848. 


Senate met—roll called—the following Senators answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Bourland, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, Jew- 
ett, McRea, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and 
Wootten—quorum present. 

The Journals of Friday and Saturday were read and adopt- 
ed, 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 


Committee Room, 
: Jan. 8th. 1848. 
How. J. A. Greur, 


President of the Senate: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
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ferred the petition of James F. Johnson, have had the same 
under consideration. They find by the passage of a “Joint 
Resolution for the relief of the soldiers composing the late first 
regiment of infantry,” passed by the Congress of the late Re- 
public of Texas, approved 10th Dec., 1841, a proviso was in- 
, serted in the second section of said Joint Resolution, making it 
necessary that all certificates should thereafter issue to the 
original holder of the discharge, or soldier, his heirs or lega- 
tees; many of those discharges having been transferred pre- 
vious to the passage of the Joint Resolution, in each of which 
cases, application will ultimately be made to the ‘Legislature 
by the hoiders of such transferred discharges for individual re- 
lief. To prevent the many private relief bills which will en- 
cumber the statutes of the State, and to afford the relief prayed 
for, by the petitioner, the committee deem it best to re-enact 
the second section of said Joint Resolution, leaving out the 
proviso, which will give the relief asked for by the petitioner, 
and tend to lessen the number of individual relief bills, they 
have therefore, directed me to present the accompanying Joint 
Resolution and recommend its passage, all of which is res- 


pectfully reported. 
S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report. 


- Committee Room, } 
Jan. 8th, 1848, § 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred a “Joint Resolution for the relief of John S. McNairy of 
Nashville Tennessee,” which originated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, have had the same under consideration and direct- 
ed me to report the Resolution back to the Senate, and recom- 


mend its passage. ; 
S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 
Dins 


- Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 
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Committee Room, 
Jan. 8th, 1848. 


Hox. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled “an act to declare the name of Beazley, son of Mar- 
celleat Dugat, and also to legitimate said Beazley,” and find 
the same correctly engrossed, 

S. W., PERKINS, Chairman. 


M. Phillips, chairman of the committee on Education, made ` 
the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 7th, 1848. 
Hon. J. A. GREER, ; 
President of thé Senate : 


The committee on Education, to whom was referred “an act 
to establish Public Schoolsin the County of Galveston, have in- 
structed me to report the same back to the Senate, and recom- 


mend its passage. 
A. H. PHILLIPS, Chairman. 


a 


Mr. Williams made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 10, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, _ i : 
President of the Senate: 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
the citizens of Bonham, praying the passage of an act incorpo- 
rating said town, have considered the same, and instructed me 
to report the bill for the same, herewith accompanying, and 
recommend its passage. 

WM. M. WILLIAMS Chairman. 
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Mr. Clark introduced a bill to be entitled an act to prescribe 
the times and places of holding the Supreme Court—read 
first time. 
Mr. Perkins introduced a Joint Resolution proposing an 
amendment of the Constitution—read first time. 
Mr. Wallace introduceda bill to be entitled an act to amend 


the 8d section of the act entitled an act concerning slaves; ap-' 


proved Feb. Sth, 1840—read first time. 

> Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of Dis- 
trict Attorneys—read second time. 

Mr. Jewett offered the following amendment. 

Insert the words “section second of” after “that” in first 
line of section 2d. 

Adopted. 

The bill as amended, passed to third reading. 

A bili to be entitled an act for the relief of Martin Walker; 
read third time, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to declare the name of Beazely, 
son of Marcelleat Dugat, and also, to legitimate said Beazley; 
reac third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to make Robert Franklin Miller, 
the lawful heir of Solomon Miller—read second time and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the recovery of 
money, property or any arficle of value, lost or won on bets or 
wagers—read second time. 

Mr. Williamson moved to refer the bill to a select commit- 
tee. 

Lost. 

Mr. Cuny offered the following amendment: “provided that 
bets and wagers in jockey club racing shall be exempted from 
the provisions of this act.” 

Rejected. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the engrossment of 
the bill, and stood thus— 

Yaas—Messrs. Abboit, Bache, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, 
Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams 
and Wootten—14. 

Naxys—Messrs. Bourland, Cuny and Williamson—3. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


na ore 
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Mr. Phillips introduced a Joint Resolution relative to: fron- 
tier protection—read first time. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, in con- 
formity with a resolution of the Senate, laid before the Senate, 
a statement of the appropriations for the support of the gov- 
ernment of the State for the years 1846 and 1847, exhibiting. 
the amount drawn from each, the object of the expenditure, 
and the balances remaining undrawn on the 31st Oct. 18473 
also, a list of lots on Galveston Island, which are forfeited by 
non-payment. 

A bill to be entitled an act for providing for the transfer of 
the records of administrators to new counties, together with 
the report of the Judiciary committee thereon, was read—re- 
port adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the Boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State from issuing cer- 
tifieates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall previously thereto have received a conditional 
certificate from some competent board, together with the re- 
port of the committee on Public Lands, recommending amend- 
ments-—was read—report adopted, and bill as amended, pass- 
ed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an: act to prevent Justices of the Peace 
and Clerks of District, County and Probate Courts from issuing 
executions for costs only, in civil actions, together with the re- 
port of the committee on the Judiciary recommending that the 
bill be laid upon the table: was read and report adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplemental to, and explanatory 
of an act entitled an act regulating attachments, approved Jan. 
28, 1839, together with the report of the committee on the Ju- 
diciary, recommending that the bill be laid upon the table, was 
read, and report adopted. 

Joint resolutions for the relief of Assessors and Collectors of 
Taxes: read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, was referred to the committee on 
Finance, 

A bill to be entitled an act to define more correctly the boun- 
dary of De Witt county: read second time, and 
_ On motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on Coun- 
tes and County Boundaries. 


1 
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A bill tobe entitled an act to define the boundary lines of the 
county of Matagorda : read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to inhibit the introduction into 
this State of siaves who have committed high crimes in the 
States or Territories of the United States, or elsewhere: read 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the commitice on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
suppress gaming: read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. < 

A bill to be entitled an act to confer upon certain persons 
therein named, a surname: read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, was laid upon the table, and made 
the special order of the day for Wednesday next, at 11 o’clock. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize William Primm, of 
Fayette county, to emancipate certain persons therein named: 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Dancy, laid upon the 
tabie, and made the special order ofthe day for Wednesday next. 

A billio be entitied an act to empower certain persons there- 
in named to inherit the estate of William Primm: read second 
time, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, was made the special order of the 
day ior Wednesday next. 


ae ee ee 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned unti to- | 


morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


Tuesday, 10 o’clock, A.M. } 
January lith, 1848, § 


Senate met—roil calied. The following Senators answered 
to their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, KeRae, Navarro, Par- 
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ker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
W ootten—quorum present. i 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. « 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of William B. Andrews, 
praying for relief; which on moiion of Mr. Wallace was re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Clark presented the petition of ‘Thomas Cox, of Panola 
county, praying the passage of an act allowing him to eman- 
cipate certain children; which on motion of Mr. Clark, was 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Clark presented the petition of Ann Matilda Mason and 
Joseph Mason, praying for relief: which on motion of Mr. 
Clark, was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The President of the Senate announced a communication 
endorsed “Election Returns for Senator from Galveston,” which 
_on motion of Mr. Burleson, was referred to the committee on 

Privileges and Elections. 
Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, laid be- 
‘ fore the Senate the following communication from the State 

Treasurer, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table for the inspec- 
tion of Senators. 


State Treasurer’s Office, 
January 10th, 1848. 


+ 
To the Honorable Jesse Gruss, 7 
Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Senate : 


Sir—tIn answer to the resolution of the Hon. Senate, instruct- 
ing the committee on Finance to report the amount of money 
in the Treasury at theadjournment of the last Legislature, &c., 
&c., I have the honor to state : that afew days previous to the 
time fixed upon for the adjournment of the Legislature I made 
a count of the monies on hand in the Treasury at the time, and 
also ascertained the probable amount required to pay off the 
members and officers of the Legislature, and the amount then 
due the Executive and Judicial officers of the government. The 
result was that I found barely sufficient funds to pay the entire 
amount due for pay and expenses of the Legislature. Desi- ` 
ring to show no partiality and mete out equal justice to all, I 
determined upon making as near as possible a pro rata divis- 
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ion of the money among all claimants—which at the adjourn- 
ment I accordingly done. 

The members of the Legislature for the balance that was due 
them after the pro rata payment, received from the Comptroller 
orders upon the back of their pay certificates, upon either the 
Assessor and Collector, Sheriff or County Treasurer of their re- 
spective counties: which I believe generally answered them as 
weliasthe money would have done—the orders being prompt- 
ly paid upon presentation. 

The Executive and Judicial officers were paid the pro rata 
xed upon. upon presentation of their claims, and receiving the 
baiance Gue them out of the first receipts of the Treasury. 

Although there was nolaw authorizing me to fix upon such 
a distribution, I deemed the situation of the Treesury at that 
time required it, and am confident that it gave more general 
satisfaction. than for me to have paid the entire amount of the 
first ciaim< presented, and lett others for a time without a dol- 
iar. Had I not pursued the course I did, many of the officers 
of government would have had to wait for some time without 
one dolar of the amount of pay that was due them from the or- 
ganization of ihe Stategovernment, up to the time of the ad- 
journment of the Legislature. : 

I am unable to state the exact amount of money on hand at 
the precise time specified in the Senate’s resolution, but from 
examination find that it was about twenty-one thousand dollars, 
on the ist day ef May, A. D. 1846, being afew days previous 
to the time mentioned. 7 

The situation of the Treasury at present, forbids the belief 
that any similar course will be required to be pursued this pre- 
sent Legisiature, and I trust this will be the case for a long time 
to come. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfally, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAS, H. RAYMOND, 
State Treasurer. 


A message was received fromthe House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, informing.the Senate that the House 
had passed the following joint resolutions and bills: 

Joint resolutions to provide for a settlement of the accounts 


a E. W, Moore, Post Captain commanding the late Navy of 
exas: 
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Joint resolution for the relief of persons who furnished sup- 
lies for the late Navy of Texas: and 
A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 3d section of an 
act providing for the transfer of records of administrators to new 
counties, approved 13th May, 1946, 
Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the Committee cn Engrossed Bills, 
made the following Report: 


Committee Room, 
January 11th, 1848. 


Hon, Joun A, GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, viz: A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the 
recovery of money, property, or other article of value lost or 
won on bets or wagers: A bill to be entitled an act to make 
Robert Franklin Miller the lawful heir of Solomon Miller: A 
pill to be entitled an act to amend the 2d section of an act pro- 
viding for the transfer of records of administrators to new coun- 
ties, approved May 13th, 1846:—which they have directed me 
to report correctly engrossed. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Mr, Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report : i 


Austin, Jan. 10th, 1848. 


Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


Thecommittee on Finance, to whom was referred an act ap- 
propriating five thousand dollars for the contingent expenses 
of both Houses of the Legislature, have had the subject under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the bill back to 
the Senate, and recommend its passage. ~ 


$ JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 
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Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 


Austin, January 10th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


‘The committee on Finance to whom was referred “a joint 
olution ior the reliefof Assessors and Collectors of Taxes,” 


Ppa 
have had the subject under their consideration, and instructed 
me to return the joint resolution back to the Senate, with an 
amendment, and recommend its passage. « 
Amendiment—Strike out the caption, and insert “Joint Reso- 
lation appropriating jour thousand dollars forthe compensation 
of Assessors of direct taxes, for taking the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the State for the year 1547.” 
JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 


ch 


4 


Mr. Abbott. chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills. 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, } 
Jan 11th, 1848. \ 


How. JOEN A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have compared an act to 
admit Franslin B. Sexton, Asa H. Willie, and Josiah F. 
Crosby, to practice law in the courts of this State; 

An act to provide for the permanent location of the county 
seat of Grayson county ; and 

An act the better-to define the boundaries of Graysan county, 
with the Engrossed copies of said bills, and have instructed me 
toreport them correctly Enrolied. Said bills were transmit- 
ted to the Governor on the 10th instant, for approval. j 


a 


W, C. ABBOTT, Chairman. 


A message was received from the House, through its chief 


kd 
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vlerk, informing the Senate that the House had adopted a reso- 
lution, appointing Messrs. Tankersley, Runnels and Haynie, a 


committee to examine into, and report the condition of the offi- 
es of Comptroller and Treasurer of the State, and request a 


like appointment on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, a committee was appointed to act 
ia conjunction with the committee of the House, to examine 
into and report the condition of the offices of Comptroller and 
Treasurer of the State. 

Messrs. Jewett, McRae and Wootten were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Cuny offered the following Resolution: 

* Resolved, That the committe on Contingent Expenses be 
instructed to contract with the proprietors of the Texas Demo- 


erat for the printing of copies of the biennial repurt of the 


Comptroller of the State of Texas, for the use of the members of 
the Senate.” 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the blank was filled with 315, and 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following Resolution: 

“Resolved, by the Senate, That a ministerial officer has no 
right to actin a judicial capacity: that when money is appro- 
priated by law, the Treasurer is bound_by his oath of office to 
pay drafts under the law so passed, till the appropriation is ex- 


- hausted.” 


On motion of Mr. Williamsen, laid on the table until to- 
morrow. 

Mr, Wallacetintroduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the 18th section of the “act, entitled an act, punishing crimes 
and misdemeanors,” approved 21st December, 1836; read first 
time. 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Seth Ingram; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act te author- 
ize and require the Secretary of State to cause all the unbound 
acts and joint resolutions of the Congress of the Republic of 
Texas, and of the Legislature of the State, to be bound in vol- 
umes: read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to ths Orders of the Day. 

à bill to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of District 
Attorneys; read a third time and passed. sn 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the Boards of Land 
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Commissioners in each county in this State, from issuing cer- 
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall previously thereto have received a conditional 
certificate from some competent board; read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

A billto be entitled an act to prohibit the recovery of money 
or any article of value lost or won ow bets or wages was taken 


Mr. Wallace moved a reconsideration of the vote of yester- 
day, ordering the bill to be engrossed. 

The Yeas and Nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brdshear, Burleson, Cuny, Wal- 
lace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—3. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, 
Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins and Phillips—11. 

So the motion to reconsider was lost. 

The Yeas and Nays were then called on the final pas- 
sage of the bill, and stood thus: l 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, 
Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace and Wil- 
hams—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, Wil- 
liamson and Wootten—6. 

So the bill was passed. 

A bill entitled an act to make Robert Franklin Miller the 
lawful heir of Solomon Miller. 

- Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the thir& section of an 
act providing for the transfer of records of administrators io 
new counties, approved 12th May, 1846; read third time and 
passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John S. MeNairy, together 
with the report of the committee on private land claims thereon, 
recommending its passage, was read second time and bill 
passed to @ third reading. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish public schools in the 
county of Galveston, together with the report ofthe committee 
on Education thereon was read second time, ev? SNI pared 
to a taird reading. 

A bill te be entitled an aet to incorporate the Town pf Bon- 
ham, in Fannin county ; read first time. 3 
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Joint resolution to amend the second section of a joint reso- 
lution for the relief of the soldiers composing the late first re- 
giment of Infantry; read first time. 

Joint resolution relative to frontier protection ; read second 
time, and : 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred, together with the ac- 
companying documents, to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the times and places 
of holding the Supreme Court; read second time; and, 

’ On motion of Mr. Jewett,.referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the third section of the 
act, entitled an act, concerning slaves, approved February oth, 
1840; read second time, and j 3 

On Motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee ọn 
the Judiciary. l 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment ofthe Constitu- 
tion; read second time, and 

On motion Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on State Af 
fairs. 

Joint resolntion to provide for a settlement of the accounts 
of E. W. Moore, Post Captain commanding .the late navy of 
Texas; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, read 
second time, and referred to a select committee of five, with the 
accompanying documents. 

Messrs. Williamson, Jewett, Phillips, Cuny and Grimes 
were appointed said committee. 

Joint resolution to provide for the relief of persons who fur- 
nished supplies for the use of the late navy of Texas ; read first 
time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, read 
second time, and referred to the select committee, to whom was 
referred joint resolution to provide for the settlement of the ac- 
counts of E. W. Moore. . 

Mr. Dancy offered the following Resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to enquire to what extent the laws against sorcery and witch- 
craft are in force in the State of Texas; and, if necessary, to 
report a bill to repeal the same :” rejected.. 

‘On motion of Mr. Phillips, the report ofthe committee on 
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Claims and Accounts, on the petition of Stewart Perry, was 
taken up, and referred to a select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned wntil to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o'clock. 


Wednesday, 10 o'ciock,.a. m. 
January 12ih, ists. 


Senate met—roll called—The following Senators answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy. Gage, Grimes. Jewett, McRae, Paker, Perkins, Wal- 
lace, Wiliams, Williamson and Wootten—quorum present. 

‘The Journals of the preceding day read and adopted, 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report: 

Committee Room, ) 
Austin, January 12th, 1548. 4 


Aion. JOEN A. GREER, 
Presi-ien! af the Senate: 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, te 
whom was referred the petition of citizens of Collin county. 


z 


have consideres the same, and are of-opinion that the act pass- 
eG at this session, and now a law of the land, is svfficient to 
mete ont justice io every citizen in said county; that a good 
location for a county seat can be found within three miles of 
the centre of said county, the committee entertain no doubt; 
and that if the object of the petitioners is to be allowed space 
from the true centre, sufficient to include the present location, 
which is upwards of six miles from said centre, to allow the 
sume might leave the location of said connty seat in the same 
situation in which it was found at the commencement of the 


re 


cession of the Legislature, and require at Hs nest session a 


Siimiar act to the one passed at this session; tinder these con- 
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siderations the committee recommend that the prayer ofthe pe- 
tioners be not granted. i 
D. GAGE, Chairman. 


B ; 
The President of the Senate appointed Messrs. Phillips, 
Jewett and Cuny, a select committee on the report of the com- 
mittee of Claims and Accounts, on the petition of Stuart Per- 
ry. 
Ale Wallace introduced a bill torbe entitled an act to repeal 
the third section section of the act entitled an act, to regulate 
the license and practice of attorneys, approved 12th May, A. D. 
1846 ; read. first time. 

Mr, Jewett moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday re- 
jecting the resolution offered by Mr. Dancy, in relation to the 
laws existing against sorcery and witchcrait; lost. 

Senate proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the boards of land 
commissioners in each county in this State from issuing cer- 
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall previously thereto have received a conditional 
certificate from some competent board ; read, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 2 f 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize William Primm, of 
Fayette county, to emancipate certain persons therein named ; 
read, and 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. l 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the committee was instructed to 
report a general bill. 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower certain persons there- 
in named to inherit the estate of William Primm; read second 
time, and 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. od 

A bill to be entitled an act to confer upon certain persons 
therein named a surname; read, and "o 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. ~ 

Resolution offered by Mr. Phillips, on yesterday, declaring 
that a ministerial officer has no right to act in a judicial capa- 
city was read ; and, 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Gage, Wallace and Jewett were appointed said 
committee. . 

A billto be entitled an act to establish public schools in 
the county of Galveston; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jno. S. MeNairy, of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, was read third time. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend, by inserting after the 
words “Thomas Toby” the words “for 640 acres each; carried. 

The joint resolution as amended was passed. 

A bili to be entitled an act appropriating five thousand dol- 
lars for the contingent expense ofboth Houses of the Legisla- 
ture, together with the report of the committee on Finance 
thereon was read second time, and bill passed to third reading. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Assessors and Collectors of 
Taxes, together with the report of the committee on Finance, 
thereon, recommending an amendment wasread, report adopt- 
ed, and resolution as amended passed to a third reading. 

À bill to be entitled an act to incorporate thetown of Bon- 
ham in the county of Fannin: read second time: 

And on motion of Mr. Williams referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. 

Joint Resolution to amend the second section of a Joint Res- 
olution forthe relief of the soldiers composing the late first 
Regiment ofInfantry read second time, and referred to the 
committee on the Militia. 

A bill to be entitled an act forthe relief of Seth Ingram— 
read second time: 

And. on motion of Mr. Williams referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 18th section of the 
act entitled an act puishing crimes and misdemeanors, ap- 
proved 2ist December, 1836; read second time: 

And, on motion of Mr. Wallace referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Sec- 
retary of State to cause all the unbound acts and Joint Reso- 
lutions of the Congress of the Republic of Texas, and of the 
Legislature of the State, to be bound in volumes—zead second 
time. . 


Mr. Wallace moved to amend by inserting the word “enroll- 
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ed” before the words “acts” and “Joint Resolutions” wherever 
they occur. 

Adopted. 

` Resolution as amended referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution. 

“Resolved, That the committee on State affairs be requested 
to enquire into the propriety of providing by law, for the remo- 
val from the State, all negroes who are now free, andfor the | 
removal of all who may hereafter be emancipated, within a 
reasonable time after such emancipation.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow, morning 10 o’clock. 


Tuurspay, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
Jan. 13th, 1848. 


Senate met—roll called—the following Senators answered 
to their names: 

Messrs Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, McRea, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage chairman of the committee on counties and coun- 
ty boundaries made the following report. 


Jan. 12th, 1848. 
Hox. J. A. Gausr, ` 
President of the Senate: 


Comanrrer Room, ? 


The committeeon counties and county boundaries, have had 
under consideration, abill to be entitled an act supplementary 
to organize the county of Upshur, and herewith return the 
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same, with an accompanying substitute, the adoption and pas- 
sage of which they recommend. 
D. GAGE, Chairman. 


—e 


Mr. Abbott, Chairman of the committee on enrolled bills 
made the following report. 


Committee Room, 


January 13th 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Enrolled bills, have instrueted me to re- 
port, that an act to amend the 11th section of an tact entitled 
an act defining the office and duties of Coroner, approved May 
18th 1846” has been correctly enrolled, and was transmitted 
to his Excellency the Governor for appreval on the 11th inst. 


W. C. ABBOTT. Chairman. 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State affairs, 
madethe following report. 


Committee Room, 
Jan’y. 12th, 1848. 


President of the Senate, J. A. Greer, Esqr: 


The committee on affairs of State, to whom was referred “an 
act authorizing the County Court of Red River County, to have 
the records in books A. B. and C., of Deeds,-Bonds, Mortgages 
and other instruments of writing,now in the office ofthe Clerk 
of said county transcribed,” have instructed me to report said 
bill entitled an act &c.,” back to the Senate, with amendments 
and recommend the passage of the bill as amended. i 

Amendment first, in section second after the word “Court” 
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in the 7th line stike out all tothe word “and” in. the thirteenth 
Jine. 
Amendment second in the 17th line after the word “exam- 
ined,” insert the words.“and compared.” 
Amendment third, strike out the sixth section. 
JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


pened 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman ofthe committe on State affairs made 
the following report. 


Committee Room, 
January 12th, 1848. 


J. A. Greer, President of the Senate: 


The committee on the affairs of the state, to whom was re- 
ferred “a bill tobe entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Bonham in the county of Fannin” have instructed me to re- 
port said bill to the Senate, with amendments, and recommend 
the passage of the bill as amended. 

lst amendment. 

Substitute for second section, “Be it further enacted, that 
the limits of said corporation shall include one half mile square, 


so laid off, that the public square of said town shall be in the 
centre of said corporation.” 
Second amendment. 


In Section 7th, in fifth line, strike out “sixteen” and insert 


“twenty-one.” 
JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Mr. Williams Chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements made the following report. 


Committee Room, 


January 13th, 1848 j 
Hon. J. A. GRErR, 


President of the Senate: 


The committee on Internal Improvements to whom was re- 
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ferred the bill te be entitled an act to amend the llth section 
ofan actto incorporate the Brazos Canal Company, have 
considered the same. and instructed metoreport a substitute 
for said bill, and recommend its passage. 

WILLIAM M. WILLIAMS, 


Chairman. 


Nir. Phillips madethe following report. 


Hon, J. A. Groen, 
resident of the Senate : 


= 
The Judiciary committeeto whom was referred, “a bill te 
provide for the election of electors, for President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States,” have instructed me to report a 
substitute for said bill. and submit the same for the considera- 


tion of the Senate. 
A. H. PHILLIPS, 
Chairman. 


+ 


Coramitiee Room, } 
January 15th, 154s. | 


Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an actto transier 
to, and Vest exclusively in the several District Courts of this 
Siate all che power of granting and issuing uncouditional cer- 
tificates for land. heretofore reposedin,and legally exercised 
by the Boards of Land Commissioners for the different coun- 
ties in this State; read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitied an act to pre- 
vent the several Boards of Land Commissioners in this State 
from issting certifieates for land—read first time. 

Mr. Jewett offered the following resolution; | 

& Resolved, That the committee on contingent Expenses in- 
quire inio the expediency of making arrangements forthwith 
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for printing at an early day, after the adjournment of the Leg 
islature the Laws and Journals. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, Mr. Bache was added to the com- 
mittee on Contingent Expenses. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate, that the House had adopted the follow- 
ing Resolution. 

“Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the 
House of Representatives will proceed to hold an election for 
District Attorneys on Saturday the 15th inst.” 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the Resolution of the House 
was taken yp: 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by excepting the 6th Judicial Dis- 
trict. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the amendment by inserting the 
5th before the 6th; - 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the resolution was laid upon 
the table until the 20th inst. . 


The Senate proceeded to the orders the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act appropriating five thousand dol- 
lars to pay the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Leg- 
islaturé—was read third time and passed. 

Joint Resolution appropriating four thousand dollars for the 
compensation of Assessors of Direet Taxes, for taking the enu- 
meration ofthe inhabitants of the State for the year 1847—read 
third time and passed. 

The report of the committee on counties and county boun- 
daries, upon the petition of the citizens of Collin county—read 
and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the third section of the 
act entitled an act to regulate the license and practice of At- 
torney’s, approved 12th May, A. D. 1846—read second time 
and orderedto be engrossed. 

On motion, of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow morning; 10 o’clock. 


wen, 


kd 


142 r 
Friday, 10 o`cLocK, a. w. 
January 14th, 1848. 


Senate met—roll called—The following Senators answered te 
their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Woot- 
ten—quoram present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills. 
reported “a bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 3d section ot 
an act entitled an act to regulate the license and practice of at- 
terneys and counsellors at law, approved 12th May, A. D. 
i846." correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


Committee Room, 


January 13th, 1848, 
Hon. JOHN A. GREER, 


President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee nave considered a bill to be enti- 
tled an actto amend the 3d section of the act entitled “an act 
concerning slaves, approved Feb. 5th, 1840,” and with the ori- 
ginal herewith returned, report a substitue, the adoption and 
passage of which they recommend. 

„EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January 13th, 2848. ( 


Hon. Jouxn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 
Tke Judiciary committee have had under consideration the 
petition of William B. Andrews, of Jasper county, signed by 
numerous citizens of San Augustine county, representing that 


. 
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he has been seriously injured, and perhaps permanently disa- 
bled, by a wound received in the service of the country, during 
her difficulties with the Indians and Mexicans upon the fron- 
tiers of Nacogdoches aud Houston counties, in the fall of 1838. 

The committee entertain no doubt of the truth of the state- 
ments made in the said Andrews’ petition: the only evidence 
before thecommittee in the case, was that contained in the pe- 
tition itself, and that does not show that the situation of the par- 
ty is such as to authorize the Legislature to extend to Aim the 
hand of charity, nor does the petitioner state in what he wishes 
that charity ‘to consist. They acknowledge the claim of the 
wounded and “war worn soldier” upon the gratitude and be- 
neficence of his country, and would regret any instrumentality 
of theirs, that would take or keep from such, the reward which 
his services merit. Texas has extended assistance to others 
who have been wounded in her battles, and the committee can- 
not say that the case of Mr. Andrews is less meritorious than 
others. They do not feel authorized, however, from the evi- 
dence before them, and in view of the many applications which 
may be made, should the Legislature now adopt a favorable 
course in such cases, to recommend a grant of the petitioner’s 
request, and have therefore instructed me to return the petition 
to the Senate, and recommend that it be laid upon the table. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 

Mr. Williamson, chairman of the select committee to whom 
was referred the joint resolution for a settlement of the accounts 
of E, W. Moore, Post Captain commanding the late Navy of 
Texas, and a joint resolution for the relief ot persons who far- 
nished supplies for the late Navy of Texas. made the following 
report: 


Corhmittee Room, 
January 14th, 1848. 


How. J. A. Grezr, 
President of the Senate: 


_ The select committee to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
tion for a settlement of the accounts of E. W. Moore, Post Cap- 
fain commanding the late Navy of Texas, and a joint resolution 
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for the relief of persons who furnished supplies for the late Na- 
vy of Texas, have had the same under consideration, and beg 
leave to report: That in conformity with a joint resolution of 
the last Legislature, the Comptroller was required to settle the 
accounts of E. W. Moore, Post Captain and report his action 
to this Legislature for their final ratification. 

The accounts and vouchers have been examined and me- 
thodically arranged by the Comptroller, and have been subject- 
ed to a rigid scrutiny by a committee of the Hotise of Repre- 
sentatives, whose report accompanies the resolutions. ‘Ihe 
same accounts and vouchers have likewise been examined 
by your committee, and they deem it proper to state that the 
resolutions propose a simple acknowledgment of the claims 
presented, requiring no appropriation of land or money, and if 
adopted, place the claims among the outstanding liabilities of 
Texas. 

Asan act of justice to those who have heretofore gallantly 
sustained the honor of the late Republic through her Naval 
arm, and inflicted serious injuries on our common enemy, your 
committee recommend the resolutions to the favorable consid- 
eration of the Senate. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

R. M. WILLIAMSON, Chm’n. 
PHIL. M. CUNY, 

A. H. PHILLIPS, 

JESSE GRIMES, 

HENRY J. JEWETT. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in the 
amendments of the Senate to the joint resolution for the relief 
of Assessors and Collectors of Taxes: also in that to the joint 
resolution for the relief of John S. McNairy: and that the House 
had adopted the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Senate be invited to meet the House in 
joint session on Saturday, the 15th day of January, inst., for 
the purpose of electing a Commissioner of the General Land 

e” 
po ep was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing: which, on motion of 
Mr. Parker, was read, and made the special order of the day 
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for Monday next. Also that His Excellency had approved the 
following acts, which originated in the Senate, viz.: 

An act to provide for the permanent location of the county 
seat of Grayson county : : 

An act the better to define the boundaries of Grayson coun- 
ty: 
ae act to amend the 11th section of an act entitled an act 
defining the office and duties of Coroner, approved May 11th, 
1546. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved by the Senate, the House concurring, that the two 
Houses of the Legislature will go into the election of Public 
Printer, to print the Laws and Journals of the present session 
of the Legislature, on the day of this instant. 

“Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses of 
the two Houses of the Legislature be requested to obtain seal- 
ed proposals for printing the Laws and Journals of the present 
session of the Legislature; and that they lay all propositions 
made to them as aforesaid, before the two Houses of the Le- 
gislature, when in joint session for the purpose of electing a 
Public Printer, which sealed propositions shall be opened by 
the Speaker, and read before the two Houses, immediately pre- 
vious to the election.” 

Mr. Cuny moved to fill the blank with “21st,”. 

Carried. 

Resolution as amended adopted. 

Mr. Jewett introduced a bill to be entitled an act to regulate 
evidence, in cases where land is the object’of controversy. Read 
first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to increase 
and more particularly prescribe and define the duties of the 
Secretary of State. Read first time. 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill to be entitled an act to reduce 
into one, andamend the several acts concerning executions, ap- 
proved 27th January, 1842. Read first time. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the relief 
of the heirs of Patrick Reels. Read first time. 

Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made ay following report: 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 18th, 1848. 


Jonn A. GREER, í 
¢ President of the Senate: 

The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred a 
“oint resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor to 
propose a sale of the public lands to the government of the Uni- 
ted States,” after examining the said resolution, have instruct- 
ed me to make the following report : 

The sale of the public lands of Texas involves many questions 
of great importance to the people of the State, and, although 
the committee would not hesitate to take a decided stand upon 
the subject, and meet it in allits bearings, whenever the United 
States shall make a proposition to buy our public lands, they 
deem it improper, at this time, to propose a sale of our lands to 
to the United States, The committee are of opinion that any 
anxiety manifested on the part of Texas to sell the public lands — 
to the United States before that government has shown a dispo- 
sition to purchase, would cause them to depreciate in the esti- 
mation of the United States. 

The committee do not conceive it necessary to present a cat- 
alogue of the evils or benefits which would result froma sale 
of the public lands to the United States, but believe that the 
Legislature should let the matter rest, until the United States 
shall make a proposition to purchase the public lands of Texas. 
The committee believe that the Legislature should proceed to 
pass such laws as may be necessary to settle the debts which 
have been, and may hereafier be, acknowledged by Texas, by 
giving the holders of the liabilities of Texas the power to con- 
vert their claims into land at as early a period as practicable. 
iintertaining the foregoing views, the committee have instruct- 
ed me“to report the resolution back to the Senate, and recom- 
mend that it lic upon the table. 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 3d section of an 
act to regulate the license and practice of Attorneys and Coun- 
sellors at law, approved 12th May, 1846—read 3d time and . 
passed. 
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‘A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to or- 
ganize the county of Upshur, together with the report of the 
committee on Counties and County Boundaries thereon, report- 
ing a substitute—was read—report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the blankin the substitute was filled 
with “15” and the bill as amended, passed to 3d reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the County Coart of 
Red River county, to have the records in Books A. B. and C. 
of deeds, bonds and motgages, and other instruments of writing 
now in the office of the Clerk of said county, transcribed, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on State Affairs there- 
on, proposing amendments; was read; report adopted; and bill 
as amended passed to a third reading. - 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Bon- 
ham, in the county of Fannin, together with the report of the 
committee on State Affairs, thereon offering amendments; was 
read; report adopted, and bill as amended, ordered to be en- 

rossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the election of 
electors for President and Vice President of the United States, 
together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary 
thereon, reporting a substitute; was read. 

On inotion of Mr. Williamson, the bill and substitute, to- 
gether with the report, was laid upon the table until to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Cuny offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to 
inform the House of Representatives, that the Senate will 
meet them in joint session in the Representative Hall on the 
15th instant, at 12 o’clock, to elect a Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office for the State of Texas.” 

Mr. Bourland moved to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Williams moved to refer it to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Lost. 

Mr. Dancy moved the Senate adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing, 10 o'clock, upon which the yeas and nays were called and 
stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Clark, Dancy and Williams—4. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cuny > 
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zage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wal- 
lace, Williamson and Wootten—1i6. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved to adjourn until 3 o’elock, p. m. 

Lost. | = 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Cuny’s motion. 

Mr. Dancy moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock, to-morrow. 

Lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock, to-morrow. - 

Lost. 

Mr. Parker moved a eall of the House. 

Carried. i 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the previous question was- 
called for. 

Mr. Dancy made a point of order. ; 

The President of the Senate decided that the previous ques- 
tion, was a privileged question, and therefore in order. 

Mr. Dancy appealed from the decision of the President. 

The Senate sustained the deeision. 

Question—Shall the main question now be put? 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Ysas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cuny, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phil- 
lips, Wallace, Williamson and Wootten—16 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Clark and Williams—3. 

The yeas and ‘nays were then called on the adoption of the 
resolution, and stood thus: 

¥xrss—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Cuny, Gage, Grimes, 
Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, 
Williamson and Woctiten—15. 

Nays—Alessrs. Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Dancy and Wil- 
liams—5. 

So the resolution was was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate adjourned until to-mer- 
row morning, 10 o’clock. 
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Saturday, 10 e’clock, a. m. 
January 15th, 1848. 


Senate met—roll called—the following Senators answered 
to their names:. 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten; 
quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage asked leave of absence for the balance of the day, 
which was granted. 

Mr. Dancy entered the following protest: 

Senate Chamber, 
January 15th, 1848, 


I protest against the decision of the President of the Senate 
on yesterday: “That a motion for the previous question is in or- 
der whil® a member is.addressing the Senate.” Such decision 
is contrary to the 87th rule of the Senate, which says, “while 
a member is engaged in debate, no other member shall inter- 
rupt him, except by leave, to explain.” As any member rising 
to make a motion for the previous question, under such circum- 
stances, would be out of order, it follows as a matter of course, 
that the motion itself, could not be in order; I therefere ap- 
pealed from the decision of the President, when the majority 
of the Senate sustained the President. I now enter my protest 
against the decision, and the subsequent vote of the Senate, 
sustaining the decision. 

JON W. DANCY. 

Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of Wm. B. Andrews, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, laid on the table. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill to be 
entitled “an act to amend the 3d section of an act entitled 
an act concerning slaves,” approved Feb. 5th, 1840, report- 
‘ing a substitute, was read and adopted. 

Mr. Jewett offered to amend by adding after the word 
“misdemeanor” the words “in the District Courts.” 

Adopted. 
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as amended ‘was ordered to be engrossed. 
ze Was received from the ilouse of Representatives, 
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Court in the State of Teras. 
Rin. Pe rkins, ci:airman ofthe committee on Engrossed Bills, 

made Jue following report : 


Coannrrre Reo, 
january 15th, 1848. 
Lion. Junn A. Greer, 
Presidenti of the Senate: 


The committee on Eneressed Bis have examined a bill 
originating in the Senate, te be entitled an < act to incorporate 
the town of Bonham in the county of Pan yin.” 


Ps scostitute for a bill originating in the House ef Repre- 
t entitled van act supplementary to an act to or- 

ty of Upshur:” and 
ment to a bill originating in fue o "ouse of Represent- 
atives, ic bqentitied an aci authorizing the County Court of 


e 
ed sliver county to bave the reeords in books A.B. and C. of 
Deels, Bounds, sicrigages, and other instruments of writing 
now iu the office of the County C ourt trauseribed: all of which. 
they End correctly engrossed, and have directed me to report 
aceordingiy. 


S. W. PEASINS, Chairman. 


he report of the committee to whom was referred “Joint 
Pesolation o provide for a settlement of the accounts of E., W. 
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Moore. Post Captain commanding the late Navy of Texas;” 
and “Joint Resolution for the relief - persons who furnished 
supplies for the late Navy of Texas,” was read and adopted; 
and Resolutions each read, and ee to a third reading. 

Senate refused to adopt the substitute of the House for a 
Joint Resolution originating in the Senate, instructing our Sen- 
ators and requesting our Representatives in Congress to pro- 
cure the passage of a law est tablishing two districts for the 
United States Court, in the State of Texas. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the County Court of 
Red River county to have the records in books of A. B. and Č. 
of Deeds and Mortgages and other instruments of writing 
now in the office of the Clerk of said county transcribed; read 
3d time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Bon- 
ham in the county of Fannin; read 3d time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to or- 
ganize the county of Upshur; read 2d time and passed toa 
third reading. 

The report of the committee on Affairs of State, on Joint 
Resolutions authorizing and requiring the Governor to propose 
a sale of the public lands to the government of the United 
States; read, and adopted. 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend the lith section of an 
act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company, together with 
the report oi the committee on Internal Improvements thereon; 
reporting substitute was read; 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, the report and bill, together with 
the substitute, were laid upon the table until Monday next. 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the election of elec” 
tors for President and Vice President of the United States, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary there- 
on, reporting a substitute, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Grimes the bül and the substitute, togeth.- 
er with the report were referred to a select committee; 

Messrs. Jewett, Abbott, Wallace, Dancy and Phillips were 
appointed said commtttee. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson the Senate took recess for five 


minutes, preparatory to going into the election of a Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. 
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Senate met—roll called—no quorum present. 

The Sergeant-at-arms was dispatched after absent mem- 
bers. 

Quorum present. 

A bill to be entitled an act to increase and more particuluar- 
ly prescribe the duties of the Secretary of State—read second 
time. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following amendment. 

in section first, fourth line, after the word “State” insert “im- 
mediately after the adjournment of each and every session of 
the Legislature to receive into his office. all the books and sta- 
tlonery pertaining tothetwo Houses of the Legislature, on 
hand at the time of adjournment, and”— 


Adopted. l 
Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment “and also to 
contract for the binding of full printed copies of all the 


acts and Joint Resolutions of the Congress of the Late Repub- 
ite of Texas, and of the Legislature of the State of Texas, at and 
during the several sessions thereof respectively, and preserve 
tne same in his office for the use of the Legislature sand offi- 
cers of the State.” l 
Mr. Burleson moved to amend the amendment by filling the 
lank with “100.” 

Adopted. 

The amendment as amended was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Phiilips, the bill as amended was referred 
to the committee oa the Judiciary. 

A billto be entitled an act to regulate evidence in cases, 
where land is the obiect of controversy—read second time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, Mr. Jewett was added to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal certain sections of an 
act entitied an act fo reduce into one,and amend the several 
acts concerning executions, approved January 27th, 1842; read 
second time; 

And, on motion of Mr. Phillips referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Patrick Reels— 
read second time, 
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And, on motion of Mr. Dancy referred tothe Committee on 
Private land claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the northern boun- 
dary line of Collin county—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create a lien on domestic ves- 
sels for supplies and materials furnished them, and for repairs 
and labor done thereon; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the county boundaries 
of Goliad county; read first time. 

Mr. Phillips, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
toamend an act to establish the several Judicial District 
Courts—read first time. i 

Mr. Parker, Chairman of the committee on claims and ac- 
counts made the following report. 


Committee Room, 
January 15th, 1848. 


Hox. J. A. GREER, , 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on claims and accounts to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Ann Matilda Mason and Joseph Mason, 
asking remuneration for a negro slave (by the name of Jim) 
the property of said petitioners, which negro was murdered in 
the county Jail of Harrison county, where he had_ been placed 
by order of the Honorable District Court of said County: A 
bill of indictment having been preferred against him by the 
Grand Jurors of said county, founded upon a charge of Rape— 
have had the same under consideration, and have instrueted 
me to-report that they are of opinion, that it is inexpedient to 
grant the relief asked for in said petition; but said committee 
are of opinion that the publie interest require some general 
law uponthe subject, and therefore have instructed me to ‘re- 
port a bill herewith transmitted for the consideration of the 


Honorable Senate. 
ISAAC PARKER, 
Chairman. 


A bill to be entitled an actte provide a compensation for 
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ahe. owners of slaves who shall be executed for capital offences; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until 
Monday morning 10 o'clock. 


Moxpay, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

January 17th, 1848. 

Senate met—rol called—the following Senators answered 
to their names: i 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland. Brashear, Bache, Burleson. Clark. 
Cuny. Dancy, Gage. Grimes; Jewett. McRea, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten—quorum 
present, > 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Clark Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary made 
the following report. 


; Committee Room 
January 17th, 1848. 


Hon. JOUN -A. GREER, 
President of the Kenete: 


The Judiciary committee to whom was referred “an act to 
incorporate the Union Marine and Fire Insurance Company” 
have had the sume under consideration and propose the 
following aisendments thereto, the adoption of which they re- 
commend. 

First amendment. 

Sirike out all after the word “estate” in the 13th line of first 
section, and insert, “exceeding in value ten thousand dollars.” 

Secoud amendment. 

Insert after the word “transferable” in the third line of sixth 
section, the words, “upon the books of said company.” ‘With 
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these amendments, the majority of the committee, direct me to- 
return said bill to the Senate, and recommend its passage. 
EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a res- 
olution requiring them to take into consideration that part of 
the Governor’s message relating to the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court of the State; reported the following Joint Resolu- 
tion, Viz:, 

Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor to 
subscribe for thee hundred copies of the reports of decisions of 
the Supreme Court; which was read first time. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the compittee on the Judiciary 
made the following report, e 


Committee Room, 
January 7th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


+ 


$ 
The Judiciary committee have considered “an act prescrib- 
ing the proof necessary for the heirs or legal representatives 
of those who fell under the command of Fannin, Travis, Grant 


- and Johnson to' obtain their headright certificates” and here- 


with return the same, with one amendment only, viz: after the ¥ 
word “claimants” in the seventh line of first seetion, insert 
“approved February 4th, 1841” with this amendment the Contr- 
mittee recommend the passage of the bill. 

The amendment is proposed by the committee, in view of 
the fact that more than one law with the same caption was 
passed by the Congress of the late Republic of Texas. 

EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


o 
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Mr. Gage, Chairman of the select committee to which was | 
referred a resolution in relation to ministerial officers acting ix 
Judicial eapacities, made the following report. 


3 


r Senate Chamber, 
January 17th, 1848, 


Hox. J. A. Grecr, 
President of the Senate: 
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The select committee to which was referred a resolution of 
of the Senate which reads as follows, to-wit: 

“Resolved by the Senate, that a mintsterial officer hasno right + 
to act in a Judicial capacity; that when money is appropriated | 
by law, the Treasurer is bound by his oath of office, to pay 
draits under the law sqpassed, until the appropriation is er 
hausted;” beg leavegto report; that they can see no object t 
be gained by the adoption of such a resolution by the Honora 
ble Senate, as it would not have the weight and bearing of a 
law. nor do they deem that a further law uponthe subject is 
nec >ssary, for it is considered by your committee, that the laws ' 
defining the duties of thé several ministerial officers of ow | 
State Government is sufficiently explicit to govern them inal ; 
ordinary cases. In eases of doubtful authority, they can, 2 
all times, reer to the Atterney General of the State, for his 
opinion to govern them in their acts. 

The commiiiee believe, that this resolution takes its rise | 
from the action ofthe Treasurer at the adjournment of the last | 
Legisiature, in making a pro-rata distribution of the money | 
then in the Treasury, amongst the several claimants under the | 
various appropriations made by law, the committee have | 
made it their duty to enquire into the situation of the Treasu- 
ry, at the time mentioned, and also,the course pursued by the 
Treasurer, and tind that the condition of the Treasury was 
such asto demand the exercise of prudence,and that the ex 
pediency of tie course, we think cannot be doubted; that the 
‘Treasurer exercised no Judicial authority in the plan followed 
by him, it being a simple recommendation acquiesced in by 
those whom it effected. Atthe time the Comptroller issued 
the drafts it was discretionary with those who received them, 
to do so, or to demand and receive, (had the money been in the 
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Treasury) front the Treasurer the full amount due them; the 
committee are assured that the Treasurer does not believe that 
he hasthe right to make any positive pro rata distribution of mo- 
ney. Let the Treasury be ever so much embarrassed; and they 
eonsider the pro rata distribution mentioned, was not forced by 
the Treasurer, but only a recommendation which was sanc- 
tioned and followed by the members of the Legislature and 
other claimants upon the Treasury; resulting as your commit- 
tee believes in great reliefto the Treasury at that time and in 
good to the State, by the collection upon the drafts- issued, of 
money, small sums of money in the hands of county officers, 
which might not have come into the Treasury, to this date, 
owing tothe difficulty of transmitting, and lastly in general 
satisfaction and accommodation tothose immediately interested. 
The committee find that similar discretionary and prudential 
authority was frequently required to be exercised by those~ 
having charg@f the Treasury of the late Republic, in order 
to sustain it, and keep in operation the wheels of Government; 
and that no harm has resulted therefrom, but thatthe patriot- 
ism of our citizens has generally approved the course in sub- 
mitting thereto, in preference to making pre-emptory demand 
for their just dues, npon a usually exhausted Trearury—the 
committee trust and believe the condition of our finances in 
future will be such as not torequire a similar course again, 
but should it be the case, they hope that all will willingly 
make a smali sacrifice {if such if should be) in assisting the 
Treasury officers to sustain the same. The committee for 
these reasons think it inexpedient to pass the resolution, and 
therefore recommend its rejection. 
D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Afr. Wallace dissented from the above report. 

Sir. Williams offered the foll@wing resolution. 

“Resolved, That the committeee on Indian affairs be instruc- 
ted to inquire into the expediency of memorializing the Con- 
gress of the United States to establish a line of Military Posts, 
from Fort Washita to Passo dele Norte, establish that line as: 


‘he temporary Indian boundary, and to remove all Indians now 
a Texas, north of the same.” . 
Adopted 


Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution. 
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* Resolved, That a committee of three be oppeinted te exam- 
ine into the condition of the Adjutants General’s Office, and re- 
port thereon to the Senate, at as early a day as possible. 

Adopted. 

Messrs. Phillips, McRae and Brashear wefe appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Jewett introduced Joint Resolution requiring the At 
torney General to investigate the condition of the title to the 
various islands within the limits of Texas, and if it be expe- 

‘dient, to cause legal proceedings to be instituted against per- 
sons, Claiming the same adversely to the State—read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to allow 
bonds, promissory notes, drafts and other claims for money 
against the estates of deceased persons to be used as set-offs in 
actions at law, and in equity, brought by executors or other 
representatives against the owner thereof. Read first time. 

Mr. Cuny offered the following resolution: @ , 

“ Resolved, by the Senate, That hereafter when any firewood 
shall be ordered for the use of the Senate, the person hauling it 
shall deliver it to the Sergeant-at-arms, or Door-keeper, whose 
duty it shall be to measure or cause the same to be measured, 
and to receipt therefor—and no fire wood shall be paid for, un- 
less in accordance with the provisions of this resolution.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Jewett offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Internal Improvements, 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of incorporating a 
Joint Stock Company, for the purpose of removing obstructions 
in, and rendering navigable the Trinity river, and report there- 


Adopted. 

Mr. Cuny introduced a bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 
12th section of ap act entitlad an act regulating estrays, ap- 
proved, Dec. 22d, A. D. 1836—read first time. 

Mr. Wallace introduced a billto be entitled an act to provide 
for the collection of taxes due the late Republic and present 
State of Texas—read first time. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
communication of His Excellency, J. Pinckney Henderson, on 
the subject ofthe appointment of a special Judge of the Su- 
preme Court, report the following bill: 
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A bill to be entitled an act relative to Special Judges of the- 
Supreme Court—which was read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the petition of William B. An- 
drews, was taken up and placed among the orders of the day.. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported the bill to be en- 
titled “an Act to amend the third section of an act entitled an 
act concerning slaves”—approved February 5th, 1840—cor- 
rectly engrossed. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The Senate went into Executive Session upon nominations 
for Notaries Public. i 

The Senate having disposed of the business before them in 
their executive capacity, r 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the third section of an 
act entitled “an Act concerning slaves”—approved February Oth, 
1640—read third time and passed. 

Joint Reselution to provide for the settlement of the ac- 
counts of E. W. Moore, Post Captain, commanding the late 
Navy of Texas, was read. Mr. Dancy offered the following 
amendment—* Provided further, that nothing in this act shall be 
construed to place the foregoing claim upon a better footing 
than the unpaid audited claims of the late Republic of Texas, 
and this said claim shall constitute a part of the unpaid debt of 
Texas. subject to the future action of the Legislature of the 
State.” 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the resolution and amendment was 
made the order of the day for tq-morrow, 11 o'clock, 

Joint Resolutions for the relief of persons who furnished sup- 
plies for the late Navy of Texas, was read. Mr. Dancy offered 
the following amendment—“Provided, further, that nothing in 
this act shall be construed to place the foregoing claim upon a 
better footing than the unpaid audited claims of the late Re- 
public of Texas, and the said claim shall constitute a part of 
the unpaid debt of Texas, subject to the future action of the Le- 
gislature of the State.” 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the resolution and amendment 
were made the order of the day for to-morrow, 11 o’clock. 

A communication was received from His Excellency the Go- 
vernor, requesting to withdraw the nomination of J. Wilson 
Copes, for Notary Public for Harris. Request granted. 

The report of the Committee on Internal Improvements re- 
porting substitute for a bill to be entitled an act to amend the 
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11th section of an act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Com- 
pany—read and adopted. Bill read, and on motion of Mr. Per- 
kins, laid on the table. 

' À bill to be entitled an act defining the northern boundary 
line of Collin county—read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Williams, referred to the Committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the county boundaries of 
ef Goliad county—zead second time and passed to third read- 
ing. , 

A bill to be entitled an act creating a lien on domestic ves- 
sels, for supplies and materials furnished them, and for repairs 
and labor done thereon—read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Cuny, was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide a compensation for the 
owners of slaves who shall be executed for capital offences— 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Clark, r€ferred to the 
Committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to establish the 
several Judicial districts of the District Courts—read second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the select com- 
mittee raised on Judicial Districts. 

Report of thé Committee on the Judiciary, on the petition of 
William B. Andrews, together with the petition, were, on mo- 
of Mr. Wallace, referred to the Committtee on Private Land 
Claims. . 

Mr. Cuny was excused from serving on the Committee to 
whom was referred the petition of Stewart Perry. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Tuesday, 10 o'clock, A.M. 
January 18th, 1848. 


Senate met—roll called. The following Senators answered 
to their names ; p , 
Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, 
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Jewett, KeRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, 
Williams, and Wootten—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of Reuben A. Carter, pray- 
ing that a change be made in the manner of assessing and col- 
lecting taxes, which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of the citizens of Cherokee 
county, protesting against any alteration of their county boun- 
daries. : 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the Committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report. 


Committee Room, 
January 18th, 1848, 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: ; 
The Committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
whom was referred a- bill to be entitled an act to define the 
boundary lines of Matagorda county, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report it back to the 
Senate, and recommend its passage, with the following amend- - 
ments, to wit: In the Ist section, eighth line, after the words 
“oranted” insert “to,” and in the nineteenth line, same section, 
alter the word “main” insert “ Matagorda.” 
i D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Committee Room, | 
Jan. 18th, 1848. 


Hon, J. A. GREER, - 
President of the Senate : 


The Committee on Counties and County Boundaries have had 
under consideration a bill better defining the northern boundary 
of ee county, and have instructed mè to report thé sathe 
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back to the Senate, without amendment, and recommend its 


assage. 
į D. GAGE, Chairman, 


Mr. Burleson, introduced a bill to be entitledan Act to ex- 
tend the timeallowed to the Colorado Navigation Company, for 
completing the work contemplated by its charter, as mentioned 
in the 13th section of said charter, approved January 18th, 1844 
—read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was suspended—bill 
read second time, and referred to the Committee on Finance, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through theirchief clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed a bill to be entitled an act authorizing persons who 
have received donation certificates under the provisions of an 
act granting Jand to those who were in the battle of San Ja- 
cinto and other battles,’ approved December 20th, 1837, to 
alienate said certificates, and the lands acquired under them. 

ee 

Senate proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 

A bill to be entitled an act defining the county boundaries of 
Goliad county ; read, and l 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, laid upon the tabte. 

A. bill to be entitled an act prescribing the proof necessary 
for the heirs or legal representatives of those who fell under the 
command of Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson, to obtain 
their headright certificates, together with the report of the Ju- 
o committee thereon, recommending an amendment was 
read. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to third reading. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Union, Marine 
and Fire Insurance Company, together with the report of the 
committee on the Judiciary thereon offering amendments was 
read. 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Cuny offered the following amendment to the seventh 
section : “But no dividend of any of the profits of the said com- 
pany, shall be made, unless the capital paid in be and remain 
unimpaired ;” adopted—the bill as amended passed to a third 
, reading. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which, 
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-Or motion of Mr. Abbott, was read, and is as follows: 


- 


Execorrve OFFICE, 
: Austin, Jan.. 18th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: a 


You are aware that by the terms -of the Joint resolution of 
annexation, the Republic of Texas was required to transfer to 
the General Government her navy and all other means of pub- 
lic defence: ‘you are also aware that a question has arisen 
whether the. officers belonging to the navy were not a constitu- 
ent part of thesame; and, if so, whether they should not, of 
right, be included in the transfer, and. incorporated in the naval 
service of the United States, : 

A. bill was introduced by one of our Senators in Congress, 
at the session before the last, authorizing the President to in- 
crease the naval establishment of the United States, by addi 
thereto the navy of Texas. Our Senators contended that a lib- 
eral construction of the annexation resolutions, together with 
ithe fair promises made by Mr. Donelson to the authorities of 
Texas, gave our naval officers, thrown out of employment as 
they were, and cast upon the world without means, a strong 
claim upon the justice and magnanimity of the United States 
Government. ‘This bill was objected to, and consequently 
` failed to pass. President Polk, however, assured our Repre- 
sentatives that he would bring the subjéct again before Congress 
atits present session; and it is te be presumed that, where the 
Government has made promises directly or indirectly, she will 
redeem them, and that even-handed justice will be meted out to 
Texas and her citizens. ; 

The Legislature has as yet had no action upon the subject, 
and as it will claim the attention of our delegation in Congress 
at an early day of the present session. I would most respect- 
fully suggest that your honorable body pass resolutions ex- 
pressive of the wishes and expectations of the people of the 
State. This would certainly enable our Representatives to 
urge the subject more effectually upon the attention of Con- 
gress, , 

If any class of our citizens was injured by the consummation ` 
of annexation, it was that class which constituted our navy, in- 
asmuch as they were thrown out of the occupation to which 
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they had been educated; and disqualified by their profession. 
from engaging in any other business. In addition to this, it 
must be admitted that the navy of Texas was an attive and effi- 
cient arm of publie defence, and assisted in the establishment 
of our government and the maintenance of our natiqnal honor. . 
GEHO..T. WOOD. 


On motion of Mr. Clark, the communication was referred to 
the committee on State Affairs.. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill to be-entitled an act to 
amend the eleventh section of an act to incorporate the Brazos 
re Company, was taken up and placed among the orders of 
the day. 

J Bint resolution to provide for the settlement of the accounts 
of E. W. Moore, Post Captain, commanding the late navy of 
Texas was read—question om the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Dancy—rejected, and bill read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of persons who furnished sup- 
plies for the late navy of Texas was read third time. 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Dancy, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Daney, Jewet, McRea,. 
Parker and Wallacee—7. . ; 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Bache, Burleson, Clark,. 
Gage, as Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Williams and Woot-- 
ten—12. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the final passage of 
the bill, and stood thus: 

Yeas-—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, 
Clark, Cuny, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten—L7. 

Nays——Messrs. Dancy and MeRae—2. 

So the bill passed. 

Report of select committee on the resolution in relation t 
ministerial officers, together with the resolution, was, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, re-referred tothe same select com! 
mittee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the eleventh section of 
an act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company was read, 

Mr. Perkins offered the following amendment: “And all 
the rights of regulating the tolls on the canal which belonged to 
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the Congress of the Republic of Texas, under the act-of incorpo- 


ation and amendment, shall accrue, and hereafter be westedin 
the Legislature of the Stge of Texas.” Adopted, and bill as 


-amended ordered to be engrossed. 


A. bill to provide fer the collection of taxes due the late Re- 
public and present State of Texas. Read second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on Fi- 


nance. 


Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for 
300 copies of the reports of the decisions of the Sopreme Court. 
Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed, 
Joint resolution requiring the Attorney General to Investi- 
gate the condition of title to the various islands within the lim- 
its of Texas, and if it is expedient to cause legal proceedings 
to be instituted against persons claiming the same adversely to 
‘the State. Read second time, and oF 
On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 
A bill.to be entitled an-act relative to special Judges of Su- 
preme Court. Read secénd time. 
Mr. Brashear moved to amend by striking out “five and 
half,’ and insert “seven and a half” 
My. Parker moved a division of the question, which was ac- 
cepted by Mr, Brashear. 
Question on striking out, .Lost. 
The bill was ordered to be gngrossed. f 
A. bill to be entitled an act to allow bonds, promissory notes, 
drafts and other claims for money against the estates of deceas- 
ed persons to be used as set offs in actions at law and in equi- 
ty, brought by executors or other representatives against the 
owners thereof, Read second time, and 
On motion of Mr, Wallace, referred, to the committee on the 
Judiciary. ` . 
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 12th. section of an 
‘act entitled an act regulating estrays, approved December 22d, 
1836. Read second time, and 
On motion ef Mr. Jewett, referred tothe committee on State 
Affairs. j 

A bill to be entitled an act “authorizing persons who have 
received donation certificates under the provisions of an act 
granting lands to those who were in the battle of ‘San Jacinto 
‘and other battles,” approved December 20th, 1837, to alienate 
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said certificates and the lands acquired under them. Read first 
time. * ` l 

Mr. Cuny, by leave, introduced # bill to be entitled an act to. 
authorize the T'réasurer and Comptroller to hand over to An- 
drew Northington, asssignee of the heirs of Caleb Kemp, the 
money and papers deposited with them by William J. Maynard, 
administrator of the estate of said Caleb Kemp. Read first 
time. 

Mr. Burleson, chairman ofthe committee on the Militia, 
made the following report: 


Austin, January 18th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on the Militia, io whom was referred a joint 
resolution for the relief of the soldiers composing the late first 
regiment of infantry, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to reporta substitute for the resolution, - | 
and recommend its adoption. 


EDWARD BURLESON, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, the petition of Morgan Wilson 
was taken up and placed among the orders of the day for to- 
morrow. * * 

The President of the Senate appointed Mr. Gage on the se- 
get committee, to which was referred the petition of Stuart 

erry. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until to-- 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. - 
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Monday, 10 o'clock, a. m. 
January 19th, 1848. 


* 


” Senate met; roll called; the following Senators answered to 
their names: 


Messrs. Abbott. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Daney, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phil- 
lips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, Mr. Burleson was excused from at- 
tending,on the Senate, on account of sickness. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate, that the House 
had passed a bill to be entitled an act to locate the county seat 
of Navarro county, and Joint Resolutions reques.ing our Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress to procure the passage 
of a law to compel the Judge of the District Court of the Uni- 
ted States for the District of Texas to reside permanently in 
his district. 

Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State’ Affairs, 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Jan, 18, 1848. 
J. A. Greer, ` - 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Affairs of State have had under consider- 
ation a Joint Resolution, requiring the Attorney General to in- 
vestigate the condition of the title to the various Islands with- 
in the limits of Texas, and if it be expedient to cause legal 
proceedings to be instituted against persons claiming the same 
adversely tothe State, which was referred to them, and have 
instructed me to report the same back to the Senate, and re- 
commend its passage. 


JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


s 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the Committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: = 


: 168 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 18th. 1848. 


J. A. GREER, $ 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Affairs of State have examined a bill en- 
titled “an act to probibit the boards of Land Commissioners in 
each county in this State fromissuing certificates to any claim- 
ant whatsoever, unless the applicant or claimant shall pre- 
viously. thereto, have received a conditional certificate trom 
some competent board,” which was referred to them¢ and in- 
structed me to report the same to the Senate, with a ‘substi. 
tute for the amendments referred with said bill, as follows: 

ist Amendment—After the word “ones,” in line 9, section 1, 
add “and at least three years prior to the time of application.” 

2nd Amendment—wNirike out all of section 1, after the word 
“applicant” in 10th line, and add “producing to the board the 
original conditional certificate, or when it may have been lo- 
cated, a certified copy of the record of the board issuing the 
same,” and recommend the adoption of the substitute for the 

amendmenis and the passage of the bill so amended. 


JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark. Chairman of the committee on the -Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


Committee Roem, 
Jan. 19th, 1848. 


Hox. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration, a 
bill to be entitled “an act to authorize and require the Secre- 
tary of State to cause allthe Enrolled acts and Joint Resolu- 
tions of the late Republic of Texas, and of the first Legisla- 
ture of the State of Texas, to be substantially bound for pres- 
ervation in his office,” and herewith return the same to the 
Senate, and recommend its passage. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 
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Mr. Gage, Chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred the resolution relative to ministerial officers, made 
the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January 18th 1848. 


Hon, J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Select committee to which was re-re/erred the resolt- 
tion relative to “ministerial officers;” beg leave to repoi., shat 
they can see no object to be gained by the adoption o; such a 
resolution by the honorable Sena‘e, as it would net have ihe 
weight and bearing ofa law, nor do they deem that a fur-her 
law upen the subject is necessary; for it is considered by your 
committee, that the laws defining the duties of the several 
ministerial officers of our State Government are suiliciently 
explicit to govern them in all ordinary cases, In cases of 
doubtful authority, they can at all times refer to the Attorney 
General of the State for his opinion te govern tue:n in their 
‘acts. The committee for these reasons, think  imexpedient to 
adopt the resolution. 


D. GAGS, Chairman. 
+ 
Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills and Joint Resolutions correctly 
engrossed, Viz : 


A bill to be entitled an act relative to special Judges of the 
Supreme Court. - 

A bill to be entitled an actto amend the Lith secion of an 
act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company. 

A Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Govern- 
or to subscribe for three hundred copies of the reports of de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court; . 

Also, that the amendments to a bill to incorporate the Union 
Marineand Fire Insurance Company, and the amendmentstoa 
bill prescribing the proof necessary for the heirs or legal Repre- 
sentatives of those who fell under the command of Fannin, 
Travis, Grant and Johnson, to ebtain their headright certifi- 
cates, were correctly engrossed. 
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Mr. Clark presented the petition of Rhesa Green Staleup 
and Mary Ann Staleup, which was 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on tke 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution : 

“Resolved, That a committee to. consist of five Senators, be 
appointed by the Chair, to act in conjunction with the like com- 
mittee on the part of the House, for the purpose of examining 
into the manner in which the appropriations, for the purchase 
of blank patents, Books and Stationary, and other appropria- 
tions, subject to the order and distribution of the Gommission- 
er of the General Land Office, have been drawn; also, to ex- 
amine the vouchers ior sueh disbursements; also, his. reports 
made to the Comptroller, or Treasury Department, relative to 
Government dues, and Patent fees, by him received; also, to 
enquire, whether or nut, the said Commissioner has committed 
any malfeasance or partiality in the discharge of the duties of 
his office, and that the said committee be authorized to call for 
persons and papers, and report the result of their examina- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr.. Phillips, the resolution was made the spe- 
eial order of the day, for to-morrow. 

Mr. Wootten introduced a bill to be entitled an act to pre- 
vide for the permanent location of the county seat of Cass 
gounty—read first time. 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for the distribution of the laws and journals, and the reports of 
the Supreme Court of Texas—tread first time. 

Mr. Jewett introduced a bill to be entitled an act to organ- 
ize the Militia of Santa Fe—read first time. 

Mr. Phillips intreduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the first section of an act entitled “an act to extend to late em- 
igrants within a specified time, a donation of land,” approved 
Jan. 4th, 1888—read Ist time. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports. 
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Committee Room, ?} 
Jan 19th, 1848. 


Hox. Joun A. Greer, 
President of the Senaté: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was e~ 
ferred, a bill to be entitled “an-act for the relief of Seth [2- 
gram, have had the same under consideration; they are wel 
satisfied (from the certificates of Col. Sherman and Capt. Ba- 
ker, which accompanies the resolution,) that Mr. Ingram ren- 
dered great service to the army, as guide to Col. Sherman’s 
Battallion, on the 20th April, 1836;. while acting in that capa- 
city, he was cut off by the enemy. and taken prisoner, thers- 
by depriving him the privilege of participating. in the glorious 
battle of San Jacinto on the day following, believing he used 
all means in his power to. join in the operations of the army, 
he is well entitled to the gratitude of the people, but as the law 
granting donations to those who participated. in certain bat- 
tles, does not embrace cases of this kind.. The committee do 
not feel authorized to recommend the passage of any law that 
will encroach upon the public domain, which was solemnly 
pledged by the Convention of Texas to the United States for 
the payment of the public debt of the late Republic. 

Your committee will therefore report the bill back to the 
Senate, and ask to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion. 


S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 
The Senate proceeded tothe orders of the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act relative to special Judges of the 
Supreme Court: read third time and passed. . 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Goverrtr to: 
subseribe for three hundred-copies of the reports of decisions of 
the Supreme Court: read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act te amend the 11th section ofan. 
act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company: read third time.’ 
The yeas and nays being called on the final passage of the bill, 
stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs.. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear,. Bache, Cuny, 
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Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, 
Wallace, Williams and Wootten—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Clark, Gage and Parker—2. 

So the bill passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Union Ma. 
vine and Fire Insurance Company: read third time. The 
yeas and nays being called on the final passage of the bill, stood 
as foliows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbo‘t, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Dancy, 
Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wal 
dace, Williams and Wootten—1i4. 

Nay——ir. Clark, 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. Wallace. by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an ac: 
io regulate proceedings by certiorari and supersedeas in civil 
causes. Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the proof necessary 
for the heirs or legal representatives of those who fell under 
the command of Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson, to obtain 
their headright certificates : read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the northern boun- 
dary line of Collin county: passed to third reading. 

Joint resolution to amend the 2d section of a joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of the soldiers composing the late Ist Regi- 
ment of Infantry, together with the report of the Militia com- 
mittee thereon, reporting substitute: was read and report 
adopied. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend by striking out after the word 

upon,” the words ‘the production,” and insert the words “sat- 
isfactory proof.” Adopted, and the bill as amended ordered te 
be engrossed. 
, Abill to be entitled an act te define the boundary lines of 
the connty of Matagorda, together with the repert of the com- 
mittee on Counties and County Boundaries, thereon, preposing 
-amentiments, was read. 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend by striking out “Matagorda,” 
and inserting “Passo Cavallo.’ 

Mr. Perkins moved a division of the question. - 

Question on striking out. 

Lost. 


The question then recurred on Mr. Phillips’ motion. 


DOO DTA meme meen mema ENETEIA R E ae me 
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Lost.. 

The billas amended was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Treasurer and 
Comptroller to hand over to Andrew Northington assignee 
ofthe heirs of Caleb Kemp, the money and papers deposited 
with them-by William J. Maynard, administrator of the estate 
ofthe said Caleb Kemp. Read second time; and,. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize persons who have 
received donation certificates under the provisions of an act 
granting lands to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto, 
and other battles, approved December 20th, 1837. to alienate 
said certificates, and the lands acquired under them: read se- 
cond time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committtee on the 
Judiciary. 

The petition of MorganyWilson, together with the report of 
thecommittee on the Judiciary thereon, was, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committtee on 
Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate the county seat of Na- 
varro county: read first time, 

Joint resolutions requesting our Senators and Representa- 
tives in-Congress to procure the passage of a law: to compel the 
Judge of the District Court of the United States for the Dis- 
trict of Texas, to reside permanently within his District : read 
first time. 

Mr, Williams, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act allowing,discretion to the Judges of the Supreme Court, in. 
the order of trying causes: réad first time, and, ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule was suspended: bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The Senate adjourned until to morrow morning, 10: o’clock.. 
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Thursday, 10 o'clock. a. = 
January 20, 1848, 


The Senate was called to order by the President. The fol- 
iowing Senators answered totheir names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny. 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten—gquorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, Mr. Williamsen was excused from 
attendance on account of sickness. 

Mr, Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


Committee Room, 


Jan. 20th, 1848. 
Hon. Joas A. Greer, 


President of the Senate : , 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred “an act to 
remove ‘the disability of minority from William Stean, jr., so as 
to enable him to receive his portion of the estate of his deceas- 
ed parents,” have had the same under consideration, and in- 
struct me to return it to the Senate, and recommend its pas- 


sace. 
= EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the Committee on Private Land 
Ciaims, to whom the petition of sundry persons, asking some 
donation for William B. Andrews, was referred, reported the 
-same back to the Senate, with a former report made by the 
Judiciary committee, and recommended the adoption of said 
report, 


Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: 
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Committee Room, 
January 20th, 1848. 


Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


$ 
The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill 
to incorporate and establish Guadalupe College, have instruct- 
` ed meto report said bill to the Senate without amendment, 
and recommend its passage. 
a A. H. PHILLIPS, Chairman. 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman ofthe committe on State affairs made 
the following report. ‘ 


Committee Room, 
January 19th, 1848. 
J, A, GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom were referred “a * 
bill to be entitled an act to authorize William Primm, of Fay. 
ette county, to emancipate certain persons therein named:” “a 
bill to be entitled an act to confer upon ceriain persons therein 
named, a surname :” “a bill to be entitledan act to empower 
certain persons therein named to inherit the estate of William 
Primm :” and g resolution requesting the said committee to 
“enquire into the propriety of providing by law, for the remo- 
val trom the State. of all negroes who are now free, or who may 
be emancipated hereafter, &c.:” after considering the various 
matters embraced in the bills and resolution, have instructed 
me to report :-- i 

That upon examining the laws and constitution ofthe State, 

-they find a statute approved 5th February, 1840, which is in- 
tended to prevent the residence of free negroes in Texas, who 
have emigrated since the declaration ofindependence ; and two 
others, one approved 12th December, 1840, and one approved 
15th December, 1840, which secure to certain free persons of 
color therein named, and all free persons of color, together 
with their families, who were residing in Texas, on the day of 
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the declaration of independence, the right to: remain in Texas- 

The consdtutien gives the Legislature the power to pass 
the bilis, but the previous legislation of Texas has clearly shown 
a Cisposition to prevent an increase of the number of free ne- 
groes in the State. There are about two hundred and fifty 
free persons of color now in Texas, and the committe can seg 
no good reason why the policy of the State should be chan- 
ged, so as to increase the number. If slavery brings evil up- 
on a country, free negroes bring still greater evils, and large 
hmumbers oi free negroes mingled with slaves bring abont 
the greatest of al evils. If these bills should be passed, the 
Legislature onght, in justice, to extend the same privileges to 
all persons similarly situated, or they would be establishing 
a species əf free negro exciustvism, which is contrary to the 
spirit of our institutions. 


+ The committee are oppos*d to that kind of legislation which 
flis our statute books with private acts, when general laws 
wiil answer ail purposes, ifthe principles contained in the spe- 
cial laws be good. The question then property before the com- 
mittee isthis: Is it the policy of Texas to encourage the in- 
-crease of free negroes in the State? The committee think that 
this question should be settled at once. Believing free ne- 
groes to be the greatest ofall nuisances in a slave state, the 
committee hope that the Senate will decide in favor of the 
settled policy of the State. and refuse to pass the bills and let 
the laws remain as they now stand. 


The committee have a duty to discharge te the State, and 
although a Father bas appealed to their sympathies in behalf 
of his children, and although they have no right to control the 
peculiar taste of any individual, who may regret the unfortun- 
ate position in which he has placed himself, by thé indulgence 
of his feelings; they donot feel disposed to encourage others, 
to put themselves in a similar situation. Whena man places 
himself by his own act, in a disagreeable situation, contrary to 
the laws of the country, in violation of public sentiment, and 
in opposition te the moral feelings of the people among whom 
he resides, he oughtio bear hismisfortunes with the resigna- 
tion ofa martyr, or migrate te a country whose institutions 
are more in accordance with his situation and feelings. 

The committee have, therefore, instructed me to return the 
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solution and billsto the Senate and recommend their in- 


definite postponement, 
JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman. 
HENRY J. JEWETT, 
WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
EDWARD CLARK. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


F 


Committee Room, 


January 20th, 1845. 


Hon, Joun A. GEEER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration, “A 
bill to be entitled an act to provide for vesting in the State es- 
cheated property,” and have made the following amendments 
thereto. ~ 

First amendment, , 

Add to section 11th, “and if the same be personal property 
or real estate, he shall dispose thereof at public auction, in the 
manner provided by law, forthe sale of property under exe- 
ecution.” 

Second amendment. 

Substitute the twelfth section, as follows: 

“That the District Attorney for the district, shall cause two 
copies of the record and account of sale, to be exemplified un- 
der the seal of the Court, and shall cause one of the same to 
be deposited in the office of the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts, and the other to be recorded in the office of the recor- 
der of the county in which the property was sold, and such re- 
cord shall preclude all parties and privies thereto, their heirs 
and assigns.” 

Third amendment. 

In the 15th section, strike out the words, “within ten years,” 
in second line, and in seventh line, strike out, after the word 
sostate” the words “is situated” and insert, the words “was 
sold.” - ` = 

12 
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Fourth amendment. 

Strike out the 17, 18, 19,20 and 31st sections.~ 

Fifthamendment: ` ` 

Strike out the words, “the Treasurer and Comptroller of the 
State” in the 12th and 13th lines of the 22nd section and insert 
the word “him.” i 

The subject of forfeitures and escheats, is one which seems 
to have engaged the attention of the Legislative assemblies of 
the country, from its earliest history as a nation, to the period 
of the termination of its national character. By. reference to 
the fourth section of the thirteenth article, or schedule of the 
Constitution; it will be seen that, all fines, penalties, forfeit- 
ures and escheats, which under the laws and Constitution of 
the Republic; had accrued to the Republic, are secured to the 
State; and by the same part of the constitution, the Legisla- 
ture is required to provide a method for determining what 
lands may have been forfeited or escheated. The committee 
then.suppose it incumbent upon the Legislature to do that 
which the constitution directs in this behalf, and without here‘ 
entering into a discussion of the power of the State, on the sub-- 
ject of this bill, or its policy, the same is herewith returned with - 
the amendments specified, and recommended to the favorable | 
consideration of the Senate. 

EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. ' 


Mr. Perkins Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed “a bill to be entitled an act to 
regulate the issuance of certificates for land tothe soldiers of. 
the first regiment of Infantry ofthe late Republic of Texas, or 
to their heirs and assigns?” also “a bill to be entitled an act to’ 
define the boundary lines of Matagorda county.” 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


_ The resolution from the House of Representatives relative 
to the election of District Attorneys, was read. 

And, on motion of Mr. Clark, was laid on the table indefin- 
itely: i i : i i 


A message was received from the House of Representives 
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through their. Chief Clerk, informing the Senate thatthe House ° 
had passed the following bills and Joint Resolutions, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an aet supplementary 
to an act to create and organize the county of Panola, i 

À bill to be entitled an act requiring all officers of this State 
to continue to perform the duties of their offices until their site- 
cessors are elected and qualified according to law. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the city of Galveston 
to appoint Firemen and to exempt the same from Militia and 
Jury duty. 

Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress ofthe United States to pré- 
eure additional mail serviees. 

And that the House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate to a bill to be entitled anact authorizing the County 
Court of Red River county to have the records in -books A. B. 
and C., of Deeds, Mortgages and other instruments of writing, ’ 
now in the office of said ceunty transcribed. 

Also, that the House had refused to recede from their sub- ` 
stitute for a Joint Resolution originating in the Senate, in- 
structing our Senators and Representatives in Congress to - 
procure the passage of an act establishing two distticts for the 
United States Court,and have appointed Messrs. Miller of 
Houston, Willie, Tankersly, Potter and-Crutcher a committee 
of conference, and request the appointment of a similar com- 
mittee by the Senate. i 

A message was received from his Excelleney the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read; i 

And, on motion of Mr. Cuny, made the special order of the 
day for Monday next. 

The Resolution relative to appointing a committee to ex- 
amine into the General Land Office, was read. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend by inserting after the word “ap- - 
propriation” in sixth line, the words "by the last Legislature. 

Lost. i 

Mr. Phillips then nioved to strike out the following words, 
“alsa to enguire whether or not the said Commissioner has 

committed any malfeasance or partiality inthe discharge of 
the duties of his office. ` 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
the words “whether or not said Commissioner -has committed 
any malfeasance or partiality in the discharge of the duties of 
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his office,” and insert “into all matters relating to the discharge 
of his duties as Commissioner“ 

Lost. 

The question recurred on Mr. Philfip’s motion. 

Adopted 

Mr. Brashear moved ta amend by adding after the word 
“examination” “within one week from this date.” 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend by_adding, “provided, if said 
committee do not report within ane week from the adoption of 
this resolution, said committee shall then be discharged from 
the further consideration.of the matters thezein contained.” 

Which amendment was aecepted by Mr. Brashear. 

Mr. Dancy moved to strike out “one week” and insert “two 
weeks.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called—and-stood thus: 

Yeas—Measrs. Bourland, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, 
Wallace and Williams—& 

Wayvs—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Jewett, Navarro, 
Perkins, Phillips and Wotten—8, 

There being a tie, the President veted in the affirmative, 
sa the arsendinent was adapted. 

Mr. Navarro moved the indefinite postponement ef the res- 
olution together with. the amendments. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called; and stood thus. 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Grimes, Jewett, 
Navarro, Perkins and Phillips—8. 

Naxs—Nlessrs. Bourland, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Wat! 
lace, Williams and Wootten—S 

‘Fhere beirg a tie, the President veted.in the affirmative.. 

So the resolution was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Phillips introduced.a bill to. be entitled an aet to author- 
ize the Governor ta appoint committees during, the recess ok 
the Legislature, to examine inte. the condition of the several De- 
partments of the Government. Read fizst time.. 

A bill to be entitled an act defining the northern boundary 
line of Collin County. i i l 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act toregulate-the issuance of certifi- 
cates for land to the soldiers of the first regiment of Infantry of 
the late Republic of Texas, or to-their heirs or assigns. 

Read third time and passed. 

Abillta be entitled an act to define the boundary line of 
Matagorda county. 
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Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Secre- 
tary of State to cause all the unbound acts and joint resolutions 
of the Congress of the Republic of Texas, and of the Legisla- 
ture of the State, to be bound in volumes, together with the re- 
port of the committee on the Judiciary thereon was read, and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. 7 

Joint resolution requiring the Attorney General to investi- 
gate the condition of the title to the various islands within the 
limits of Texas, and if it be expedient, to cause legal procced- 
ings to be instituted against persons claiming the same adverse- 
ly to the State, together with the report of the committee on 
State Affairs thereon was read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill te be entitled an act for the relief of Seth Ingram, to- 
gether with the report ofthe committee on Private Land Claims 
thereon was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the bill was indefinitely post- 

oned. 

p A Billto be entitled an act to prohibit the Boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State from issuing certifi 
cates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or claim- 

` ant shall previously thereto have received a conditional certifi- 
cate from some competent board, together with the report of 

` the committee on State Affairs thereon, proposing amendments 
was tead; and ` 

On motion of Mr. Williams, was recommitted to the cu:- 
mittee on State Affairs. , . 

On motion of My. Williams, 2 committee of conference on 
the part ofthe Senate was appointed, on joint resolutions in- 
structing our Senators and Representatives in Congress to 
procure the passage of an act establishing two districts for the 
United States Court. 

Messrs. Williams, Jewett and Clark were appointed said 
committee. 

The resolution relative to ministerial officers, together with 
the report of the select committee thereon was read, and report 
adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an 
act, entitled an. act, to extend to late emigrants, within a speci- 
fied time, a donation of land, approved January 4th, 1833. 

Read second time, and 

Gn motion of Mr. Phillips, laid upon the table. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to organize the militia of Santa 
Fe. Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on the 
Militia. ; ` 

A bil to be entitled an act to provide for the permanent lo- 
cation ofthe county seat of Cass county: read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

4. bill to be entitled an act to provide for the distribution of 
the Laws, Journals,and the Reports of the Supreme Court of 
Texas. Read second time, and i 

On motion of Mr. Ciark, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate procedings by certio- 
Taxi and supersedeas in civil causes. Read second time, and 

” On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the 
Judiary. 

A bill to be entitied an act to locate the county seat of Na- 
yaro county. Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage,referred to the committee on Coun- 
tiesand County Boundaries. 

Joint resclutions requesting owr Senators and Representa- 
iives in Congress, tō procure the passage of a law, to compel 
the Judge of the District Court of the United States for the Dis- 
trict of Texas, to reside permanently within his District. Read 
second time. ~ 

Mr. Phillips cflered the following amendment: strike out 
of the preambie the words “and whereas the present Judge of 
the aes States District Court for the District of Texas, has, 
since his appointment to that important office, remained but 2 
small part of the time within his district.” 

The yeas and nays were called on. the adoption af the 
amendment, and stood thus: 

_ Yeas—Messrs. Bache, Dancy, Navarro, Phillips and Wal- 
lace—5. 

Nays—Messrs.Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, 
Gage, ae Jewett, McRae, Perkins, Williams and Woot- 
ten—iz, : a 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Phillips then moved to refer it to the committee on State 
Affairs. Lost. r i 


On motion of Mr. Clark, the resolution passed to a third 
reading. 
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_Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting or 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to procure 
additional mail service. Read first time. E 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to cre- 
ate and organize the county of Panola, Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the city of Galveston 
to appoint Firemen, and exempt the same from militia and jury 
duty. Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring all officers of this State 
to continue to perform the duties of their offices until their suc- 
cessors are elected and qualified according to law. Read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned until to- 
Z morrow morning, 10 o’clack. 


Friday, 10 o’c.ock, 4. m. 


‘January 21st, 1848, 


The Senate was called to order by the President, 

The following Senators answered to their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Perkins, Phillips, Wal- 
lace, Williams and Wootten—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed the following bills, viz.: 

_A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Cameron ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Webb ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Starr; and 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries of 
Nueces county. l 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of citizens of Denton 
county, which was read; and, 

- On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims, ~* 

Mr. Clark, chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary, made 

the following report : 
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Committee Room, 
January 2ist, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 


A majority of the Judiciary Committee have severally ex- 
amined “a bill to be entitled an act allowing discretion to the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, in the order of trying causes? 
and directed me to report the same back to the Senate without 
amendment, and recommend its passage. 


e€ 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report; 


Committee Room, 
January 21st, 1848. 


Hon. Joss A, GREaR, _ 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary Committee herewith return to the Senate “a 
bili to be entitled an act to authorize the Treasurer and Comp- 
troller to hand over to Andrew Northington, assignee of the 
heirs of Caleb Kemp, the money and papers deposited with them 
by Wiliam J. Maynard, administrator of the estate of the said 
Caleb Kemp,” with accompanying documents, having made the 
following amendments thereto : 

First amendment: strike out the word “hand” in seeond line 
of caption, and insert “ pay.” í 

Second amendment: add to first section—“and that he take 
the receipt of said Northington therefor.” . 

Third amendment: after the proviso of second section thus: 
“that the said Andrew Northington shall file in the office ofthe - 

Comptroller, notarial copies of the assignment from the heirs 
of said Kemp.” m 

With the above amendments the committee recommended the 
passage of the bill, : 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 
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® My. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 


Committee Room, 


January 21st, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 


` ferred “a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of 


Patrick Reels,” have had the same under consideration, a ma- 
jority of the committee have instructed me to recommend the 
passage of the accompanying substitute for the original bill, 
which is respectfully submitted to the consideration of the Sen- 
ate. Z 
S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, . 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January 20th, 1848. 


J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“ An Act to authorize the Comptroller to sell vacant lots in the 
city of Austin, an tract adjoining,” have considered the same, 
and instructed me to report a substitute therefor, and recom- 
mend its passage by the Senate. 
JON. W. DANCY, Chairman. 
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Mr. Wallace made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January 21st, 1848. 


Hon. Joun A. Greer, 
President of the Senate = 


The Committee on the Militia, to whom was referred the bill 
to incorporate Protection Fire Company, No.1. City of Hous- 
ton, have instructed me to report a substitute for the second sec- 
tion thereof, and. recommended the passage of the bill thus 
amended. 

B. R. WALLACE, 
One of the Commitee. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed. The following bill and joint 
resolution, viz: A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and re- 
quire the Secretary of State to cause all of the unbound enrol- 
led acts and joint resolutions of the late Republic of Texas, 
and of the feat Legislature of the State of Texas, to be 
substantially bound for preservation in his office. A joint 
resolution requiring the Attorney General to investigate the 
condition of the title to the various islands within the limits of 
Texas, and, if it be expedient, to cause legal proceedings to be 
instituied against persons claiming the same adversely to the 
State. 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend the first section of an act to extend to late emigrants 
within a specified time, a donation of land—approved January 
ath, 1838—was taken up aud placed among the orders of the 

ay. 
~- Mr. Perkins introduced a bill to be entitled anact authorizing 
holders of promissory notes, bonds, funded. debt, audited claims, 
or any other recognized or acknowledged claims against the 
Republic of Texas, to surrender the same, and receive in lieu 
thereof land scrip—read first time. 

Mr. Jewett introduced a bill to be entitled an act to. provide 
for ascertaining the public debt of Texas—read first time. 

Mr. Gage introduced a bill to be entitled an act for ascertaitl- 


| 
f 
| 
i 
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ing and classifying the debt of the late Republic of Texas—read 
first time. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives,, 
through their chief clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs 
of I. Van Zandt, deceased, | 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the bill to be entitled an act to au- 
thorize the Treasurer and Comptroller to hand over to Andrew 
Northington, assignee of the heirs of Caleb Kemp, the mone 
and papers deposited with them by William J, Maynard, ad- 
ministrator of the estate of said Caleb Kemp, was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. . 

On motion of Mr, Gage, Mr. Barker was excused from at- 
tendance on the Senate on account of sickness. 

- On motion of Mr, Grimes, Mr. Navarro was excused from 
attendance on the Senate on account of sickness. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

-Joint resolutions requesting our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress, to procure the passage of a law to compel 
the Judge of the District Court of the United States, for the 
District of Texas, to reside permanently within his district— 
read third time. 

Mr. Dancy moved to recommit the joint resolution to the 
Committee on the Judiciary—lost,. and resolution passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Se- 
eretary of State to cause all of the unbound enrolled acts and 
joint resolutions of the late Republic of Texas, and of the first 
Legislature of the State of Texas, to be substantially bound, 
for preservation in his office—read third time and passed. 

Joint Resolution requiring the Attorney General to. investi- 
gate the condition of the title to the various Islands within the 
limits of Texas, and if it be expedient, to cause legal proceed- 
ings to be instituted against persons claiming the same adverse- 
ly to the State—xead third time and passed.. è 

A. bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Treasurer and 
Comptroller to hand over to. Andrew Northington, assignee of 
the heirs of Caleb Kemp, the money and papers deposited with. 
them, by William J. Maynard, administrator of the estate of 
the said Caleb Kemp, together with the report of the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary thereon, proposing amendments, was read 
and report adopted. 
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Mr. Cuney moved to amend the caption further, by adding 
the words “and deliver.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the report of the committee was 
amended so as to correspond with the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Cuny, and adopied by the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Cuney, the bill as amended was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny the rule was suspended, and bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act te provide for vesting in the 
State escheated property, together with the report of the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary thereon, was read—report adopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend by inserting after the words 
“for the district” in the 15th section, “at least twenty days 
previous to the return day of the process.” | 

Adopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend by inserting after the word | 
“warrant,” in 16th section, the following: “and the same pro- 
ceeding shall be instituted for the recovery of any money ot 
property heretofore deposited withthe Treasurer or Comptrol- 
der, in accordance with the laws heretofore existing.” 

Adopted, and bill, as amended, ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, informing the Senate that the House 
had concurred in the amendments of the Senate to the bill to 
incorporate the Union Marine and Fire Insurance Company. 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove the disability of mino- 
rity from William Stean, Jr. so as to enable him to receive his 
portion of the estate of his deceased parents, together with the 
report of the Committee on the Judiciary thereon, was read, 
and bill passed to third reading. l 

Report of the Committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of Wiliam B. Andrews, was read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate and establish Guad- 
alupe College, together with the report of the Committee on 
Education thereon, was read. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the 4th section, by adding, 
“Provided, such estate shall not exceed ten thousand dollars.” 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Grimes, 
by striking out “ten thousand” and inserting “one hundred 
thousand,” and adding “and that property not exceeding ten 
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| thousand dollars in value shall be exempt from taxation,” which 
| was accepted by Mr. Grimes. 

| Mr. Gage then offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 

| Grimes’ amendment: “ Provided such estate shall not exceed 

I one hundred thousand dollars, and shallbe subject to taxation, 
Í except what may be exempt by general laws. 

| Onmotion of Mr. Jewett, the bill, together with the amend- 

| ments, was laid on the table. 

| Mr. Perkins, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
| reported as correctly engrossed “A bill to be entitled an act to 

| authorize the Treasurer and Comptroller to pay over and de- 

| liver to Andrew Northington, assignee of the heirs of Caleb 

| Kemp, the money and papers deposited with them by William 

| J. Maynard, administrator of the estate of the said Caleb Kemp. 
' On motion of Mr. Clark, a bill to be entitled,an act for the re- 

I lief of the heirs of Isaac Van Zandt deceased, was taken up 
| andread first time. : 

| Onmotion of Mr. Jewett, the rule was suspended, bill read 

| second time and passed to a third reading. 

| On motion of Mr. Bourland.the rule was further suspended, 
| and bill read third time and passed. 

| On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until to- 
| morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


Saturday, 10 o'clock, a, m. 
January 22d, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

‘Fhe following Senators answered to their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage. 
Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams. 
and Wootten—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report: 
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Commirrer Room, : 
q 


Jan. 22d, 1848, 


Hox. J. A. GREER, i i k 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee having considered the petition of 
Rhesa Green Staieup, ard Mary Ann Stalcnp, of Panola cow- 
ty, signed by numerous citizens praying that their marriage be 
legalized, and that the issue of said marriage be rendered le- 
gitimate, and be made capable of inheriting their estate; in- 
struct me to return said petition to the Senate, with the ac- 
companying bills, the passage of which they recommend. 

£ EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Abbott introduced a bill to be entitled an act te permit 
married women te devise their separate property—read first 
time. l 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Cierk, informing the Senate that the House 
had passed the following bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the laws of the late Re- 
public of Texas, creating a board of Medicai Censors. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the county boundariesoi 
Goliad county. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorperate the German Tex- 
ian Friendship Association of Galveston; 

Also, the following bill and joint resolutions, which origi- 
nated in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Robert 
Franklin Cypert, to Robert Franklin Miller. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Adjutant General to issue 
a Bounty Land Warrant to Elijah D. Holland. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a patent io Adoiphus Sterne, assignee 
of Maria Josefu Sanchez; and also, 

That the House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate to a bill to be entitled an act prescribing the proof 
necessary for the heris or legalRepresentatives of those who fell 


under the command of Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson to 
obtain their headright certificates. 
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The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Governor to ap- 
point committees during the recess of the Legislature, to ex- 
amine into the condition of the several departments of the 
Government—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States to pro- 
cure additional mail service—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs, 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the city of Galves- 
ton to appoint Firemen, and toexempt the same from Militia 
and Jury duty—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs " 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring all officers of this 
State to continue to perform the duties of their offices until 
their successors are elected and qualified according te law— 
read second time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out in the 3d line 
after “shall” the word “continue” and insert “be hereby au- 
thorized and empowered.” 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill together with the amend- 
ment was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act supplementary 
to an act to create and organize the county of Panola—read 
second time, and . - 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on coun- 
ties and county boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Cameron; 
read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, the rule was suspended—bill rea 
second time, and : 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. ' 

À bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Webb— 
read first time, l . ` 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, the rule was suspended—bill read 
second time, and 
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On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Starr— 
read Ist time, and 

On motionof Mr. Phillips, the rule was suspended—bill read 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries 
of Nueces county—read first time. 

Mr. Wallace made the following report: 


Committee aaa 
Jan’y. 22d, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: J 


The committee on the Militia, to whom was referred the bill 
to be entitled an act to organize the Militia of Santa Fe, 
having cxamined the same, propose to strike out the third and 
fourth sections thereof, and recommend the passage of the 
amended bill. 

B. R. WALLACE, 
one of the Committee. 


À biH to be entitled an aet providing for aeng and 
elassifving the debt of the late Republic of Texas—read see- 
ond time, and 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee appoint- 
3 to ascertain the amount and character of the publie debt of 

exas. 

A bill to be entitled’an act to provide for ascertaining the 
public debt of Texas—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, referred to the same committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing holders of Promisso- 
ry Notes, Bonds, Funded Debt, Audited, or any other recogni- 
zed or acknowledged claims against the Republic of Texas, 
to surrender the same, and receive in lieu thereof, Land ney 
read second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the same committee 
on the Pone Debt. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Pretection Fire 
Company No. 1. City of Houston, together with the report of 
the committee on the Militia, proposing an amendment, was 
read, and report adopted and bill as amended passed to a third 
reading. . 

A bil to be entitled an act allowing discretion to Judges of 
the Supreme Court in the order of trying causes, together 
with the report of the committee thereon, was read and order- 
ed to be engrossed. 7 
“On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended; bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove the disability of minor- 
ity from William Stean, Jr., so as to enable him to receive his 
portion of the estate of his deceased parents—read third time. 

The yeas and nays were called onthe final passage of the 
bill, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Jew- 
ett, McRea, Phillips, Williams and Wootten—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Perkins and Wal- 
lace—5. 

So the bill passed. . 

The report of the committee on State Affairs on the follow- 
ing bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize William Primm, of 
Fayette county; to emancipate certain persons therein named. 

A bill to be entitled an act to confer upon certain persons 
therein named a Sur-name. l 

A bill to be entitled an act to empower certain persons 
therein named, to inherit the estate of William Primm, and a 
Resolution requesting said committee to enquire into the pro- 
priety of providing by law, for the removal from the State of 
all negroes who are now free, or who may be emancipated 
hereatter, &c., was adopted by the following vote. 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes‘ Jewett, McRea, Perkins, Wallace, - 
- Williams and Wootten—15, 

Nays—Mr. Phillips--1. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Comptroller to 
sell vacant lots in the city of Austin and tract adjoining, to- 
gether with report of committee on State Affairs thereon; re- 


porting a substitute, was read—report adopted, and bill order- 
ed to be engrossed. : 
13 
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Mr. Abbott, by leave, introduced a Joint Resolution request. 
ing our Senators and Representatives in Congress to procure 
the passage of a law restricting the United States District 
Court, for the district of Texas, from trying titles to lands— 
read first time. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate, that the House 
had passed a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Treas. 
urer and Comptroller to pay over and deliver to Andrew 
Northington, assignee of the heirs of Caleb Kemp, the money 
and papers deposited with them, by William J. Maynard, ad- 
ministrator of the estate of said Caleb Kemp. 

A bill to be entitle an act for the relief of the heirs of Patrick 
Reels, together with the report of the committee on Private 
Land Claims thereon—reporting substitute—was read—report 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas, creating a board of Medical Censors—read 
first time. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported “a bill to be entitled an act allowing discretion fo the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, in the order of trying causes,’ 
correctly engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an 
act entitled an act to extend to late emigrants within a speci- 
fied time, a donation of land, approved Jan. 4th, 1838—was 
read, and ' 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following as an amendment to the 
roles of the Senate, viz: “The Senate, during the residue of 
the present session of the Legislature, shall regularly adjourn 
until 9 o'clock, a. m., of the next ensuing business day, unless 
a different time be specified in the motion to adjourn.” 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the "Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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Monday, 10 o'clock, a. m. 


January 24th, 1848. 


‘The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams 
and Wootten—quorum present. ; : 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of the citizens of Peters’ 
colony, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of John S. Beeman and 
others, which, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Abbott, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

Committee Room, 
Jan. 24th, 1848. 


Hon. Joun A, Greer, 
President of the Senate: ° 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have instructed me to re- 
port a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Treasurer and 
Comptroller to pay over and deliver to Andrew Northington, 
assignee of the heirs of Caleb Kemp, the money and papers de- 
posited with them by William J. Maynard, administrator of the 
estate of said Caleb Kemp, correctly Enrolled, and that said 
bill was transmitted to the Governor on the 22d instant, for ap- 


proval. 
W. C. ABBOTT, Chairman. 


Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution :4 

“ Resolved, That the committee on Finance take into con- 
sideration the propriety of ascertaining, at an early day, the 
amounts due by the State to the several district clerks of the 
old Republic of Texas, and now State of Texas, for their offi 
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cial services on behalf of the State; and also the propriety of 
discharging the same by installments in money, and pro rate 
distribution under annual appropiations for that purpose, orby 
land certificates, at a valuation to be fixed by law.” ` 

Adopted. , 

Senate proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Protection Fire 
Company No. 1,city of Houston, was read third time and pass- 
ed, by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark. 
Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Perkins, Phillips, Wal- 
lace, Williams and Wootten—1d. 

Nays—Mr. Gage—1. 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the militia of Santa 
Fe, together with the report of the committee on the militia 
thereon, reportmg amendments, was read, and report adopted, 
and a bill as amended ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bilk. 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : viz. : 

A bill tobe entitled an act to authorize the sale of lots inthe 
city of Austin and the tract adjoining ; 

A. bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Patrick 
Reels; and 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for vesting in the State 
escheated property- 

Mr. Perkins introduced a bill to be entitled an act to change 
the name of Thomas Harvey, to Thomas Harvey Forrester. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the laws of the late Re- 
public of Texas, creating a board of medical censors. Read 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. l 

A bill to be entitled an act to permit married women to de- 
vise their separate property. Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. ney, referred to the commitiee on the 
Judiciary. 
= Jointresolutions instructing our Senators,and requesting out 
Representatives in Congress to procure the passage of a law 
restricting the United States District Court, for the District of 
‘Texas, from trying titles to land. Read second time, and 
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On motion of Mr. Abbott, referred to the committee on tae 
Jadiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries of 
Nueces county. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend by striking out the second, 
third and fourth sections of the bill. 

Adopted, and bill as amended referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the county boundaries of 
Goliad county. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Gérmam Texi- 
an Friendship Association of Galveston. 

Read first time. an , 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on the petition 
of Rhesa Green Stalcup and Mary Ann Stalcup, reporting the 
folowing bills, was read: 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of 
Rhesa Green Stalcup and Mary Ann Miller. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act-to legitimate Mary Malicia Stal- 
eup, and render her capable of taking by descent the estate or 
estates of her parents, Rhesa Gréen Staleup and Mary Ann 
Stalcup. 

Read first. time. ~ 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs ef Pat- 
rick Reels. 
~ Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the sale of lots in the 
eity of Austin and tract adjoining. 

Read third time and passed. _ , 

À bill to be entitled an act to provide for vesting in the State 
escheated prgperty. 

Read third time and passed. | 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o'clock. 
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Tuesday. 10 o’cloek, A. M- 
January 25th, 1848. 


The Senate was calied to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage. Grimes, McRae, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Wil- 
Rams and Wootten—quornum present. 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of Sundry citizens of Na- 
cogdoches county, protesting against any alteration of their 
county boundaries, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage. referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and Couhty Boundaries. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of the Board of Trustees 
of the University of San Augustine, which was, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on Ed- 
ucation. 

Mr. Clark, chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary. made 
the following reports : 

' Committee Room, 
Jan. 25th, 15:8. 
Flen. Jous A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The commitiee on the Judiciary have considered, and. here- 
with return “an act to create a lien on domestic vessels for sup- 
plies and materials furnished them, and for repairs and labor 
done thereon,” and recommend it to the favorable consideration 


3% the Senate.. 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Committee Room, 
January 25th, 1848.. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, - 
President of the Senate = 


A 


The Judi iary committee have considered “an act authorizing. 
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persons who have received danation certificates under the pro- 
yisions of an act granting lands to those who were in the bat- 
tle of San Jacinto and other battles,” approved December 20th, 
1837, to alienate said certificates and lands acquired under 
them, and a majority of the committee recommend that the 
proviso of the first section be stricken out, and the bill passed. 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


F 
? 
i 
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Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January 25th, 1848. 


Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
which was referred a bill to create the county of Webb, have 
had the same under consideration, and instruet me to report the 
same with an amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Amendment—strike out the third section. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following reports : 


i ` _ Committee Room, 
January 24th, 1845. 


J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
* joint resolutions requesting the Senators and representatives 
of Texas, in the Congress of the United States, to protest against 
the relinquishment of the Mexican provinces or States con- 
quered by, and in possession of, the United States ; and also, to 
protest against any law which shall be intended to prevent the 
citizens of slave holding States from taking their property with 
them, in emigrating to said acquired territory,” after examining 


& 
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the same, have instructed me to report said joint resolutions back 
to the Senate, without amendment, and recommend their pas. 
sage. 


| 
l 
i 


JON W. DANCY, Chairman , 
Committee Room, 
January 24th, 18-48. 


J. A, GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Affairs of State have examined “an act to 
authorize the city of Galveston to appoint Firemen, and ex- 
empt the same from militia and jury duty” which was reterred 
to them, and instructed me to report the bill back to the Senate, 
with the following amendments: : 

First amendment. - 

Section 2nd, in line fifth, after “daty” insert “except during 
insurrection, rebellion, or invasin.” 

Second amendment. 

Section 2d, in line 3, after “bye-'aws” insert, “not inconsis- 
tent with the laws and Constitution of the State,” and recom- 
mend the adoption of the amendments, and the passage of the 
bill as amended. 


JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Committee Room, 


Jan. 24th, 1848. 
J. A. GREER, 


President of the Senate: 


The Committee on affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“an act to repeal the laws of the Jate Republic of Texas, cre- 
ating a board of medical censors” have examined the same, 
and instruct me to report the bill back tothe Senate and re- 
commend its passage. 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Committee Room, 
January 24th, 1848. 


J. A, Greer, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on affairs of State,to whom were referred 
“an act toprohibit the boards of Land Commissioners in each 
county in this State from issuing certificates to any claimant 
whatsoever, unless the applicant or claimant shall previously 
thereto, have received a conditional certificate from some 
competent board,” ard the former report of’this committee 
thereon, after considering the same, have instructed me to re- 
porta substitute forsaid bill, by way of amending the same, 
and recommend the adoption of the substitute. 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Semen 


A message wasreceived from the House of Representa- 
tives, through their Chief Clerk, informing the Senate that the 
House had passed the following bills and Joint Resolutions, 
viz: 

A bill to be entitledan act to exclude fraudulent land certifi- 
cates from being evidence of title to land, and to prohibit the 
legal process upon the same. 

Joint Resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a patent in the name of the heirs of Will- 
iam P. Nunn. 

Also, the following bills, which originated in the Senate, 
viz: 

A bill to be entititled an act to declare the name of Beazely, 
son of Marcelleat Dugat, and also to legitimate said Beaze- 
ley. 

A bill to be entitled an act to make Robert Franklin Miller, 
the lawful heir of Solomon Miller. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bill correctly engrossed, viz: ' 

p A bill to be entitled an act to organize the Militia of Santa 
e 


On motion of Mr. Gage, the House was requested to return 


_™ 
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to the Senate a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the sale 
of icts in the city of Austin, and_tract aojoining. 

Which request was granted, and bill returned. 

On mo‘ion ot Mr. Gage. the vote passing the above bill on 
yesterday Was reconsider ed. 

O: motion of Mr. Wallace the bill was made the special or- 
der o. -ke day for Thursday next. 

Ou motion of Mr. Wallace “a bill to be entitled an act to 
preven, Justices of the Peace, aad Clerks of District, € ounty 
and Probate Courts. from issuing executions. for costs only, in 


civil causes, was taken up and placed among the orders of the 
dav. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bil to be entitled an aet to change the name of Thomas 
Harvey, to Thomas Haryéy Forrester; read second time, and 
order’. to be enzrossed. 

A bill to legalize the marriage of Rhesa Green Staleup, and 
Mary Ann Miller; read second time and ordered to be engross- 
ed. 

A bill to legitimate Mary Malicia Stalenp, and render her 
capobie of taking by descent the estate of her parents; read 
secorit ‘ime and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled az act to definethe county boundaries of 
Golinc County: read second time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Phillips, referred tothe committee on 
counties and county boundaries. 

A til to be entitled an act to incorporate the German Texi- 
an F iendship association of Galveston: read second time. 

Avd on motion oi Mr. Clark referred to the Committee on 
State Atiairs. 

O.: motion of Mr. Perkins, a bill to be entitled an act to cre- 
ate the county of Webb was taken up, which, together with 
the renort of the committce on counties and county boundaries, 
theren.:. reporting amendments was read. 

Mv. Paillips moved toamend the amendment proposed by 
the © wamittee. by striking out the word “inhabitants” in first 
line in third section, and inserting “citizens” and stribe out 
all ater the word “State” “in fourth, line.” 

Adopted. 
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The yeas and nays were then called on the adoption of the 
report of the committee, and stood thus. 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark,-Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Wallace, Williams and 
Williamson—13. ; 

Naxs——Messrs, Abbott, Perkins and Phillips—3s. 

Bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended and bill 
read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House of Represntatives 

‘informing the Senate, that the House had concurred in the 
amendments of the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act to in- 
corporate Protection Fire Company, No. I, City of Houston. 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the Militia of Santa 
Fe; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent Justices of the Peace, 
and Clerks of District, County and Probate Courts, from issa- 
ing executions for costs only, in civil cases was read. 

Mr. Wallace.moved to amend the caption by striking out 
“in civil cases.’ 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the bill was re-committed to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exclude fraudulent land certfi- 
eates from being evidence of title to land, andto prohibit the 
legal process upon the same; read first time. 

Joint Resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office. to issue a patent in the name ofthe heirs cf 
William P. Nunn; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned untik 
to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


. 
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Wepvespay, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
Jan. 26th, 1848, 


The Senat was caled to order by the President. 
bhe Splowing Senators acs, red to their names, 
NMessrs—AbDb- +, Bourlond. Brashear, Bache. Clark, Cuny, 
aney. Gace, Grimes. Jewett, MeRae, Perkins, Wallace, 
Wiltams etd Woactter,— =goram present; 


whe ocrpal cithe preceding day was read and adopted. 


eo 


A messare was retely red from the House of Representatives, 
2 ae 


ennocneing the death of ice Hon. Maguus T. Rodgers. a Ret- 
resemctive om Plorris County, and inviting the Honoratue 


Sinete to attend his Tuneral in a body. 
On motion cf Mr, Brashear, the Senate accepted the invite 
tion. ond ați ourzed until to-morrow morning, 1 oclack. 


Thaursiay, 19 ocieck, a.m. 
$ Tonua 27.9. 1848. 


o n Bache, Clark, Cary, 
nM 
Ers We lace, Wiem and ¥ otten; quorum present, 

The Jocrna’ of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


~ í eae 


siiea. Navarro, Perkins, P- 


peer on motion ue Air. Philips, referred to the committee on 


Private fond (ers 


Mr. Darey presented the memorial of the citizens of Fay- 


ta pa! 
Effe ecunt Ws BLIeN We 


ecunt 


os 


Gn motion cf Mr, Clark, referred to the committee on State 


[T> a 
anairs. 


a 
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Mr. Gage Chairman of the committee on counties and coua- 
‘ty bouadaries made the following report. 


Committee Room, 
; January 26th, 1848. 


Hox. J. A. GREER? 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on counties and county boundaries, to which 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to locate the seat of 
Justice of Navarro county, have had the same under consider- 
ution, and have instructed me to report it back to the Senate 
and recommend its passage withont amendments.. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 


enantio 


Mr. Abbott, Chairman of the committee on enrolied bills 
made the following report. 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 27th, 1849. $ 


Hon. John A. Greer, - 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Enrolled-bills, have instructed me to re- 
port that a “Joint Resolution authorizing the Adjutant Gene- 
ral to issue a bounty land warrant to Elijah D. Holand.” 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent in the name of Adolphus 
Sterne, assignee of Maria Jesefa Sanchez. 

And “an act to change the name of Robert Franklin Cypert 
to Robert Franklin Miller,” have been correctly enrolled. 

Said Resolutions and act were also transmitted, on the 25th 
inst., to the Governor for approval. 

W.-C. ABBOTT, 

Chairman. 


* 
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Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed tke following bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Thomas 
Harvey, to Thomas Harvey Forrester.” 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of Rhe- 
sa Green Staleup, and Mary Ann Miller.” 

A bill to be entitled an actto legitimate Mary Malicia 
Stalenp, and render her capable of taking by descent the es- 
tate or estatesof her parents, Rhesa Green Stalcup and Mary 
Ann Staicup.” 


Mr. Gage made the following report. 


Cemmittee Room, 
January 26th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Serate: 


The select committee to which was referred a “bill to be en- 
titled an act authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Gflice to receive gold and silver at the rates 
ofone dollar thereof, for five dollars in Texas Promissory 
noves,ior allGovernmentdues on land, and patents for land”have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me te 
recommend its passage with the following amendment. 

Amendment. 

Sirike out “five” wherever it occurs, ond insert “eight” se 
as to make it read, one dollar in gold or silver in place of eight 
doliars in Texas Promissory notes. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 
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Mr. Phillips made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January 27th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The select committee to whom was referred a bill to incor- 
porate the city of Laredo, have instructed me to report the 
same to the Senate, with the following amendments. and re- 
commend their adoption, and the passage of the bill. f 

In ist section, 3d line, strike out “Nueces,” and insert 
“Webb.” In 18th section, 5th line, after the word “months,” 
strike out the rest of the section. 

A. H. PHILLIPS, Chairman. 


Mr. Cuny offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved by the Senate, that the Judiciary committee be in- 
structed. to take into consideration the propriety of providing by 
law, for taking the testimony of persons in Mexico, who are in 
the service of the United States’ government, and to report by 
bill or otherwise.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Bache, chairman of the joint special committee on the 
part of the Senate, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas 
F. McKinney, made the following report: 


Commitiee Room, 
January 24th, 1848. 


To the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives of the State of Texas: 


The joint special committee to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Thomas F. McKinney, have given the same rigid in~ 
vestigation, and from the papers accompanying the petition, and 
the records of the Comptroller’s office, the following facts are 
made manifest. During the years 1835 and 1836, Thomas F. 
McKinney and Samuel Rr. illiams advanced to the Republic 
of Texas about $99,000, which amount is now audited in 
favor of McKinney & Williams, as shown by the affidavit of E, 
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Morehouse, acting Special Auditor, of date February 20th, 
1544. That Gail Borden, late Collector of the port of Galves- 
ton; under the requirements of an act to regulate the collection 
of impost duties, passed at a special session of the 6th Congress 
ofthe Republic of Texas, and approved July 23d, 1842, provi- 
ding that tacreafter Exchequer Bills should bereceived by Col- 
lectors of Customs at the current rate at which they were seli- 
ing in the market. In receiving Exchequer Bills the said Bor- 
den required merchants and ali other persons to pay them to 
the government at a discount, against which they protested, and 
notined hun not to pay it over to the government, as they held 
him responsible for a return of the amount discounted from the 
face of the bills, and instituted suit against him. That Borden 
retain :¢ ior his own indemnity, in case judgment were render- 
ed against him, the amount thus discounted from the face of 
the Iuxechequer Bilis, and depostited the same with Mchinney 
& Wiliams, who were sureties on his bond, given to the gov- 
ernment as Collector, ior the purpose of paying it over to the 
parties io whom it should be adjudged by the courts. That 
Mckinney & Williams in view of their audited claims against ` 
the government, appropriated the amount to their own use, not 
in bad fith, or with an intention of injuring the government to 
the vaine of one cent, but as your committee must believe, un- 
der the belief that they had a right to retain it in part payment 
of their just ciaims against the government. Suit was com- 
menced in ISH, upon the bond, against Borden and his sure- 
ties, Michinney & Willams, in the District Court of Galveston 
county, but was transferred by change of venue te Harris coun- 
ty. waere a judgment was rendered against them on the 21st 
day of May, 1545, for the sum of $21,905 42, principal. and 
$3,501 S6 damages, amounting in ail to $25;410 23; which. 
amount or $21,905 42, principal, is composed (as will appear 
from relerrence to the Comptroller's office) of $24,316 71 in 
Exchequer Bilib, equal in value to $16,699 69, par funds, and 
#2,052 $2 charged in the account against Gail Borden by the 
aovernment, Making tue sum total of $15,752 31, from which 
shoula be deducted 3675, Exeheyuer Bills which remain in the 
aand: of Thomas F. McKinney, and were cancelled by said 
Boraen, Coliector, worth at tle above rates $472 50, par value; 
tiat Borden has also an account which has been presented to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, for cach advanced and services 
rendered, while Collector, %2,519 95, par funds, which account 
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ns not allowed and refused by the Sécretary, unless Borden 
would deliver over the Exchequer Bills, which he had retained, 
which account your committee have not investigated, but 
which, if correct, together with the $675 in Exchequer Bills 
above referred to, will reduce the amount of principal to $15,- 
759 86, instead of $21,905 42, From this judgment an appeal 
was taken, and the suitis now pending in the Supreme Court 
of the State. f i 
It appears that Borden, from the institution of the suit up to 
the present moment, never filed an answer, and may be regard- 
edas a purely nominal party. Thomas F. McKinney alone 
defended, arid at the trial of the case in the Harris District 
Court, offered by way of plea, the audited liabilities of the 
government, as an offset against the judgment; but the plea 
was overruled. It will be perceived upon an examination of 
the Comptroller’s office, that McKinney & Williams have ne- 
ver been paid by the government any portion of their adyan- 
ces, and that a large amountis yet due them, viz, $66,500, ex- 
clusive of interest, the balance having been transferred by them 
to other parties, and necessarily at a great lossto them. The 
petition of McKinney simply asks that he be allowed to liqui- 
date the amount of the judgment, say $25,410 28, with an equal 
amount of said claims, which have been receveid by him as cash 
for par funds advanced to the government. It will be recollected 
that when McKinney & Williams made these advances to the 
government, the temporary authorities could scarcely maintain 
the national position which had been assumed: that the credit 
ofthe government abroad was not sufficiently frm to procure 
the supplies which were of absolute ‘necessity, for the public | 
defence. In this the hour of adversity application was made 
to McKinney & Williams, for aid, in money, in order to sus- 
tain the army in the field, to which they responded with liberali- 
ty, and ina manner which must forever stand as a monument 
oftheir generosity and ardent patriotism. Your committee 
are advised that McKinney & Williams have never received of 
the governmeutany paper below par, that although many years 
have elapsed since they came to theaid of the government at a 
sacrifice of their own interest, they remain unpaid: that they 
did not assist the government in one particular instance, but 
continued to sustain its credit until the perfect organization of 
the Republic of Texas in 1836. Your committee are also 
aware that had Hae judgment been rendered against McKinney 
i 


210 


& Williams alone as sureties, they would have been authorized 
by the Jaws of the United States to plead the offset which they 
now prayfor. The interposition of Gail Borden as principal 
on the bond, although as the facts of the case clearly demon- 
strate, a nominal party, has excluded them from a privilege 
which is justly due to them. This particular case presents 
prominently an equity, which calls irresistibly for legislative 
action, not to make an appropriation of money, not to grant to 
McKinney & Williams any peculiar privilege above their fel- 
low-citizens ; but an equity which asks that they be allowed to 
pay a debt due to the State, with an equal portion of the many 
thousands which they advanced to the late Repyblic, in the hour 
of need and trial, and for which, owing to the embarrassed con- 
dition of the country, they have never asked, with the least . 
semblance ofimportunity. In view therefore of all the cir-’ 
cumstances which surround and characterize the application 
now under the consideration of your committee, as one pre- 
senting strong peculiar equity, the condition of Texas when 
your petitioners advanced the large amount still due and un- 
paid for the support and sustainment of their country, without 
credit abroad, and with its energies paralyzed and its resour- 
ces exhausted: that McKinney & Williams were sued jointly 
with Gail Borden on his bond as Collector, and were equally 
bound for the amount to the State: that in appropriating the 
Exchequer Bills placed in their hands by Borden, the State sus- 
tained no injury, and they did it with no bad design. 

Your committee believing that each application of a similar 
character .should be based upon, and be investigated with re- 
ference to its characteristic’merit, and the equity which may be 
made apparent, and feeling apprehensive that a general law. 
might in some instances be abused, have prepared a special 
bill, which is herewith submitted, and inasmuch as it is be- 
lieved that the relief asked by Thomas F. McKinney, when his 
important services to the eountry are recollected, should be 
granted, recommend with unanimity that it be passed. 

R. BACHE, Chairman, 
On part of the Senate. 
JAMES L. ALLEN, Chairman, 
On part of the House. 
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Mr. Clark, chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, made 
xhe following report: 


» 


Committee Room, 
s i . January 26th, 1848, 


Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
-entitled an “Act to prevent Justices of the Peace, and Clerks of 
District, County and Probate Courts, from issuing executions + 
for costs only,” have had the same under consideration, and 
herewith return the bill to the Senate, and recommend its pas- 
sage, with the following amendment added to the caption— 
“unless the judgment of the court was, or shall be for costs 


only.” 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, _ 
made the following report: 


Committee Roem, 


January 26th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary Committee have had under consideration the 
petition of Thomas Coxe of Panola county, asking that he be 
permitted to emancipate certain persons therein named, and a 
majority of the committee being opposed to the grant of the 
privilege, have instructed me to return the petition to the Se- 
nate, and recommend that it be laid upon the table. : 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, the bill to be entitled an act to in- 
corporate and establish. Guadalupe College, was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

“The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitledan act to authorize the sale of lots in the 
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city of Austin and tract adjoining, was read, and on motion of 
Mr. Clark, laid upon the table. 

A billto be entitled an act to change the name of 'Fhomas 

Harvey to Thomas Harvey Forrester—read third time and 

assed. : 
P A message Was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed æ bill to be 
entitled an act to incorporate the town of Bonham, in the 
county ef Fannin, which originated in the Senate: also; that 
the House had concurred in the amendments of the Senate toa 
bill originating in. the House, to be entitled an act to create the 
eounty of Webb. 

A. bill to be entitled’ ar act to legalize the marriage of Rhesa 
Green Sialeup and Mary Ann Miller—zead third time and 
passed.. l 

A bil tẹ be entitled am aet to legitimate Mary Malicia Stal- 
enp, and. render her capable of taking, by descent, the estate or 
estates of her parents, Rhesa Green Staleup and Mary Ann 
Staleup—sead third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exclude fraudulent land certifi- 
eates frombeing evidence of title to land, and to prohibit the 
legal process upon the same—read second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. , 

Joint resolation requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a patent in the name of the heirs of Wil- 
liam P. Nunn—read second time, and on motion of Mr. Gage, 
referred to ihe Committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate and establish 
Guadalupe College—read second time—question. on the adop- 
tion of the substitute offered by Mr, Gage, for the amendment 
of Mr. Grimes—lost. Mr. Grimes, by leave, withdrew his 
amendment, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled am act to prohibit the boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State, from issuing certi- 
cates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or claim- 
ant shall previously thereto have received a conditional certi- 
ficate from some competent board, together with the report of 
the Committee on State Affairs, thereon, reporting substitute, 
was read, and report adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out the following 
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. words in section 2d, “ or their rights to the same shall be for- 
ever barred.” 

Mr. Perkins moved to strike out “twelve months,” and in- 
sert “two years,”—lost. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Wallace’s amendment, 
mpon which the yeas and nays were called, and steod thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bache, Clark, Navarro, and Wallace—t. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
on Jewett, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Williams and Woot- 
ten—12. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Clark offered the following as a substitute fer the 2d 
section: “That no board of Land Commissioners skall have 
power or authority, after the expiration of two years from the 
passage of this act, to issue unconditional certificates to any 
one. 

On motion ef Mr. Phillips, the bill, together with the amend- 
ments, was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create a lien on domestic ves- 
sels, for supplies and materials furnished them, and for repairs 
and labor done thereon—passed te a third reading. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to authorize the city ef Galveston 
to appoint firemen, and exempt the same from militia and jury 
duty, together with the report of the Committee on State At- 
fairs thereon, offering amendments, was read—report adopted, 
and bill passed to a third reading. 

Joint Resolutions requesting the Senators and Representa- 
tives of Texas, in the Congress of the United States, to protest 
against the relinquishthent of the Mexican Provinees or States 
conquered by, and in possession of the United States ; and also 
to protest against any law which shall be intended te prevent 
the citizens of slave-holding States from taking their property 
with them, in emigrating’ to said aequired territory,” together 
bh the repert of the Committee on State Affairs thereon, was 
re 

Mr. Phillips moved te amend the eaption by inserting “with- 
out isdemnity” after the word “States,” in fifth line—adopted, 
and resolutions passed to a third reading. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to repeal the laws of the late Re- 
public of Texas, creating a board of medical censors, together 
‘with the report of the Committee on State Affairs thereon, was 
read, and bill passed to a third reading. 
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“Ir. Parker presented the remonstrance of the citizens of 
Houston county, which, on motion-of Mr. Parker, was referred 
to the Committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act, authorizing persons, who have 
received donation certificates under the provisions of “an act 
granting lands to: those who were in the battle of San Jacinto. 
and other battles; —approxed, Dec. 20th, 1837—to alienate said 
certificates, and the lands acquired under them, together with 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary thereon, pro- 
posing an amendment, was read—ihe yeas and nays were call- 
ed, on the adoption of the report, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, AF Rae, Navarro, Perkins, Phil- 
lips, W-allace, and Williams—tL5. 

Navs—Messrs. Gage, Parker, and Wootten—3. 

So the report was adopted. 

Afr. Gage offered the following as a substitute for the cap- 
tion: “An Act for the benefit.of Land Speculators”—rejected. 

Mir, Wallace moved to amend by inserting after the word 
person” the following words: “Except Jesse Walling, Johr 
C. Walling, Robert W. Smith, and Jacob Lewis”’—tejected,. 
end bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until 1¢ 


© ciock, to-morrow morning, 


Friddy, 10 o’clock, A.M. 
January 28th, 1848. 


The Senate was called io order by the President. The foi- 
lowing Senators anawered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, 
Wallace; Williams and W'ootten—quorum. present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Jewett presented a communication from B. Gillespie, 
Esq. relative to the digest of the laws, which was, on motion of 
Mr. Jewett, referred ta the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Mr. Abbott made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January 28th, 1848. 


Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills have instructed me to re- 
port, that “An act to make Robert Franklin Miller the lawful 
heir of Solomon Miller,’ and “An act to declare the name of 
Beazley, son of Marcelleat Dugat, and also to legitimate said 
Beazley,” have been correctly enrolled—said acts were also 
transmitted to the Governor on the 27th inst, for approval. 


W.C. ABBOTT, Chairman. 


ore 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the Committee on State Affairs, 
made the following reports: — 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 28, 1848. 


J, A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: i 
The committee on Affairs of State to whom was referred “a 
bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to prescribe the time 
of the biennial meeting of the Legislature ofthe State of Tex- 
as;” after considering the same. have instructed me to report 
the bill back to the Senate without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. 
JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


216 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 28th. 1848, 


J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on affairs of State: to whom was referred, “a 
bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act entitled an act to pre- 
scribe the time of the biennial meeting of the Legislature of 
the State of Texas” after considering the same, have instructed 
me to report, that they deem it inexpedient to pass the Dill, as 
another bill proposing to amend said act, has been recommen- 
ded for passage, and the committee request me to ask that 
the accompanying bill be laid upon the table. 


JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 28th, 1848. 


J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred “an 
act to Incorporate the German Texian Friendship Association 
of Gaiveston,” have had the same under consideration, and in- 
structed me to report, that an act approved 30th January, 
1845. “to authorize the appointment of Trustees in certain 
cases,” will enable the individuals mentioned in this bill, to 
aecomplish the object proposed by its passage, by the appoint- 
ment of Trustees, they, therefore, request me to return the bill 
to the Senate and ask, that it may be laid upon the table. 

JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman. 
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Mr, Gage made the following report. 


Committee Room, * 


January 28th 1848, 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The special commitiee to which was referred the following 
bills, viz: 

“A bill to be entitled an act, authorizing holders of Promis- 
sory Notes, Bonds, Funded debt, Audited Claims, or any other 
recognized claim agairztst the Republic of Texas, to surrender 
the same, and receive in lien thereof land scrip.” 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for ascertaining and 
classfying the debt of the late Republic of Texas. 

“And a bill to be entitled an act to provide for ascertaining 
the public debt of Texas,” have had the same under consider- 
ation, and instructed me to return said bills, with the accom- 
panying substitute therefor, and recommend it to the favora- 
ble consideration of the Senate. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Cad 


Mr. McRae introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of William K. Melton; read first time. 

Mr. Clark introduced a bill to be entitled an act to create 
the county of Van Zandt; read first time. 


The Senate proceeded tothe orders of the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate and establish 
Guadalupe College; read third time and passed. 

By the following yeas, 

Yuas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Dancy, 
Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, and 
Wootten—12, 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Gage and Grimes—3. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create a lien on domestic ves- 
sels for supplies and materials furnished them, and for repairs 
and labor done thereon; read third time and passed. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the city of Galves. 
tonto appoint Firemen, and to exempt the same from Militia 
tand Jury duty; read third time’and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the laws of the late | 
Republic of Texas, creating a board of medical censors; read 
third time and passed. 

Joint Resolutions requesting the Senators and Representa- 
tives of Texas, in the Congress ofthe United States to protest 
against the relinguishment ofthe Mexican Provinces or States 
conquered by, and in possession of the United States, without 
indemnity, and also to protest against any law which shall be 
intended to prevent the citizens of slave holding States from 
taking their property with them, in efnigrating to said acquir- 
ed territory; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing persons who have 
received donation certificates under the provisions of “an act 
granting lands to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto 
and other battles” approved December 20th, 1887,to alienate 
said certificates and the lands acquired under them; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locatethe county seat of Na- 
Varro county, together with the report of the committee on 
counties and county boundarics thereon, was read. 

Mr. Jewett movedto amend, by striking out “first of Feb- 
ruary” and inserting “first of March” in first section. 

Adopted. 

And bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and requirethe Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, to receive gold and sil- 
ver, at the rate of one dollar thereof, for five dollarsin Texas 
Promissory notes, for all government, dues, upon land and pat- 
ents for land” tagether with the report of the select committee 
thereon, offering amendments was read; and report adopted. 

Mr. Grimes moved to refer the bill to a select comm- 
tee. . 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the incorporation of the city 
of Laredo, together withthe report of the select committee 
thereon, offering amendments, was read, and report adopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend by stiking out “Nueces” and 
inserting “Webb” in section 9, - 

Adopted. 
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Mr. Clark moved to amend by striking out the word “and” 
wherever it occurs, before the enacting clause of each sec- 
tion. 

Adopted. 

On motion òf Mr. Dancy, the word “offence” in last line in 
section 5thwas stricken out; and the bill passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passéd. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary on the petition 
of Thomas Cox, was read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent Justices of the Peace 
and Clerks of the District, County and Probate Courts, from 
issuing executions for costs only, together with the report of 
the committee on the Judiciary, thereon; offering an amend- 
ment was read; report adopted, and bilk ordered to be engross- 


ed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of McKinney and 
Williams, reported by Mr. Bache, Chairman ofa Joint select 
committee; was read first time. 

Mr. Phillips, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act to amend the first section of an act supplementary to “an act 
regulating the sale of runaway slaves” approved January 
27th; 1844; read first time. ` ' 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned, until 
to-morrow morning 10 o'clock 


Saturday 10 o'clock, A. M. 
January 29th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

A message wab received from the House of Representatives, 
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informing the Senate that the House had passed the folloy. 
ing bills and Joint Resolutions, viz. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the seat cf 
Jastice of DeWitt county. 

A biil to be entitled an act te establish the county seat of 
Denison county. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Caldwel}, 

A bill to be entitled an actto create the county of Gilles 
ie. 
i A bill to be entitled an act to createthe county of Hays. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Medina, 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the forfeiture of eer. 
tain neat cattle, bogs or sheep. 5 

& bill to be entitled an act to exclude fraudulent land certifi. 
cates from being evidence of title to land, and to prohibit the 
issuing of” legal process upon the same. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Keizer. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the time of holding elections , 
for the several State and County officers, and for Represenia- 
tives to the United States Congress. 

A bill to be entitled an act te suppress banking. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Jere- 
miah Bowlen. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exempt certain property from 
taxation. designed and used for purposes of religious worship, 
and of education. 

A nill to be entitled an act providing for the sale of the prop- 
erty belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by the late 
- Government, for Custom purposes. 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the Militia of Xew- 
ton county. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat 
of Justice for the county of Newton. 

Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in Congress to use their inflnence to pro- 
cure:the incorporation of our officers of the late Navy of Texas, 
into the Navy ofthe United States. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public Ac 
counts to provide a residence in the city of Austin, for the use 
of the Executive of the State. 

Jcint Resolution in behalfof Edward A. Weyman, a resident 
citizen of the county of Nueces 
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Mr. Clark Chairman of the committee on the Jadiviary 
mide the following report. 


| 

| 

, 

| 

| 

| Committee Room, 
| 

| 

| 


Hoy. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration the 
communication of B. Gillespie, Esg, stating that he has com- 
| menced a digest of the statute laws of Texas, including, 
such ofthose of Coahuila and Texas, as relate to the landed 
interest of the country; and also, to include the acts of the 
Legislature of the State, It is stated that such.a digest can 
| be prepared for the press by an early day of the approaching 
| Fall, and for the sum of one thousand dollars. It is proposed to 
' mish one which will meet the approbation of a majority 
' of the Judges of the Supreme Court. The said sam of one 
thousand dollars to be paid when the manuscript is delivered 
to the Secretary of State, accompanied by the certificate as 
aforesaid. 


From Mr. Gitlespie’s repatation as a lawyer—his iong resi- 
dence in the country and his experience in the practice of the 
law, it is supposed that he is well qualified to perform the 
task which he proposes to undertake. The committee consider 
the price asked for the labor, as entirely reasonable, if execu- 
ted as they suppose it will be, and as it must be te receive the 
sanction of the tribunal to whichit isto be submitted for ex- 
amination, and impressed with a sense of the necessity of 
having the laws methodically and ‘intelligibly digested, they 
herewith report a Joint Resolution providing for the accom- 
plishment of that object, for the consideration and action of 


the Senate. 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


“Joint Resofution relative to a digest of the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas, and of such of the laws of Coahuila and 
Texas as relate to the land interest of Texas, and of the past 
and present sessions of the Legislature—read first time. ` 
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Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Alfred Johnson; read first time. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the bill to be entitled an act to prevent Justices of the 
Peace and Clerks of the District, County, and Probate Courts 
from, issuing executions, for costs only, unless the judgment of 
the court was, or shall be for cost only—correctly engrossed, 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent Justices of the Peace, 
and Clerks of the District, County and Probate Courts, from is- 
suing executions, for cost only, unless the judgment of the 
Court was, or shall be for cost only—read third time and 

assed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate the county seat of Na- 
varro county—read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Van 
Zandt, read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William K. Mel- 
ton—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. McRea, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. ` 

A bill to be entitled an actto amend the first section of an 
act supplementary to an act; regulating the sale of runaway 
slaves, approved Jan. 27th, 1844; read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of McKinney & 
Williams; read second time, and 

On motion laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to prescribe the time for the biennial meeting of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Texas, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on State Affairs thereon; was read. 

Mr. Clark moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Clark moved tostrike out “November,” and insert “De- 
cember.” l i l 

Lost; and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act entitled an 
act to prescribe the time of the biennial meeting of the 
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Legislature of the State of Texas, together with the report of 
| the committee on State Affairs thereon, was read and report 


adopted. 
A billto be entitled an act to incorporate the German Tex- 


: ian Friendship Association of Galveston, together with the 


report cf the committee on State Affairs thereon; was read 
and report adopted. 

The report of the Special Committee on the following 
pills, viz: : 

A bill to be entitled “an act authorizing holderstof Promisso- 
ry Notes, Bonds; Funded Debt, Audited Claims, or any other 
recognized claims against the Republic of Texas, to surrender 
the same, and receive in lieu thereof, Land Scrip.” 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for ascertaining and 
dassifying the debt of the late Republic of Texas;” and 

A bill to be entitled ‘an act to provide for ascertaining the 
public debt,” offering a substitute therefor, together with the 
bills was read. . 
` On motion of Mr. Phillips, the report was made the special 
order of the day for ‘Thursday next; and 200 copies of the sub- 
stitute and of the bill to be entitled an act authorizing holders 
of Promissory Notes, Bonds, Funded Debt, Audited Claims, or 
any other recognized claims against the Republic of Texas, to 
surrender the same, and receive in lien thereof, Land Scrip?” 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clark moved to reconsider the vote which carried Mr. 
Phillips motion. 

Lost. 

Mr. Clark offered the following resolution : E 
“Whereas, many errors appear in the published proceedings 

of the Senate, and whereas, such errors are calculated to 

place the proceedings of the Senate before the public at 
times, in a ridiculous position, and do injustice to members; 

Therefore 

Be it resolved, That the Reporter or Reporters of the Texas 
Democrat, be requested to observe more particularity in copy- 
ing the Journals of the Senate; or if the mistakes are commit- 
ted in the printing office, that the proprietors or publishers of 
said paper be requested to observe more care in placing the 
reports of the Journals of the Senate, in type, and that they 
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publish the, entire proceedings, and not extracts of the Jour. 
nals. i 

Adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the time of holding elec- 
tions for the several State and County officers, and for Repre- 
sentatives to the United States Congress; read first time, 

A billto beentitled an act providing for the sale of the prop- 
erty, belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by the | 
government, for Custom purposes; read first time. ; 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public Ac. 
counts, to provide a residence in the city of Austin, for the use 
of the Executive of the State; read first time. 

Joint Resolution in behalf of Edward A. Weyman, a resi- 
dent citizen of the county of Nueces; read first time. 

Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in Congress, to use their influence to pro- 
cure the incorporation of our officers of the late Navy of Tex- 
as, into the Navy of the United States; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the rule was sus pended; resolu- 
tion read second time. . 

Mr. Dancy moved to refer it to the committee on State Af 
ale upon which the yeas and nays were colled and stood 

uss 

Yeas—Messrs Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Grimes and Jewett—7. l 

Naxe—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Gage, MeRea, Navarro, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace and Williams—9. 

Losi. 

Mr. Dancy moved to lay it on the table. 

Lost. 

The Resolution passed to a third reading. | 

A bill to be entitled an act to suppress banking; read first 
time. 

Mr. Wallace moved, that the Senate adjourn until Monday 
morning, 9 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock, Monday morning. l 
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Monday, 10’o’clock, a. m. 
January dist, 1848. 


Th Senate was called to order by the President. 
‘he following Senators answered to their names: 

Mersrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, Mcitea, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, 
Williams and Wootten—quorum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act enti led 
an act to prescribe the time for the biennial meeting of the 
Legislature of the State of Texas, correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following reports: 


Jany. 29th, 1848, 


Committee Room, 


E 


J. A, GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred a 
“Resolution proposing the amendment of the Constitution;” 
after mature deliberation, have instructed me fo make the {ol- 
lowing report. f 

Although the proposed amendment makes a great change in 
the Constitution of the State, they believe that the good ofthe 
country requires it to be done. By taking from the people the 
right to elect the most important officers of the State, we de- 
prade the elective franchise, and by securing that right to them, 
we elevate and dignify it. Give this glorious privilege to the 
people, and that apathy which has been observed in every part 
of the State, will disappear. We may then expect to see the 
qualified electors come to the polly, conscious that they are 
exercising one of the dearest rights of freemen. and fully sen- 
sible of the importance of casting their votes for those who are 
best qualified to advance the prosperity and glory of their 
country. Believing it to be unnecessary to say more, to sus- 
tain a proposition which is so manifest to all who advocate 


the rights of man to self government. The committee have 
p 1 


226 i 

. . & 7 
instructed me to reporta Joint Resolution, as a substitute for 
the Resolution referred, and recommend its adoption. 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 29, 1848, 


J. A. Greer, = 
President of the Senate: 


A majority of the committee on Affairs of State, to whom 
was referred “a bill to be entitled an act to amend the Consti- 
tution of the State of Texas;” after considering the same, hare 
instructed me to report the following amendmenis. 

ist. Strike out of the caption “a bill to be entitled un act” 
and insert “Joint Resolution.” . 

2nd. Strike out “enacted” wherever it occurs in the bill, and 
insert “resolved,” and recommend their adoption. 

The committee believe that the adoption of the amendment 
proposed would secure to a meritorious class of our citizens, 
aright of which the Constitution now deprives them, in viola- 
lation of true republican principles. No man should be de- 
prived ofany of the rights of a cjtizen on account of his voce- 
tion. Believing that the section of the Constitution ‘which the 
amendment proposes to strike ont is inconsistent with the spirit 
of the age in which we live, and that it is a relic of that spirit of 
persecution which has descended to us from the dark ages, the 
committee have instructed me to report the bill back to the 
Senate, with the foregoing amendment, and recommend its 


passage as amended. 
JON W. DANCY, 


Chairman. 


Mr. Abbott made the following report: 


Committee Room, 


Jan. 3ist, 1848. 
Hon. J. A. Greer, 


President of the Senate : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have instructed me to re- 
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port that, “an act to incorporate the Town of Bonham, in the 
county of Fannin,” has been correctly Enroiled, and was also 
transmitted to the Governor, on the 28th instant, for approval. 
: W. C. ABBOTT, 
Chairman. 


Mr. Cuny made the following report: 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution ofthe Senate, instructing said committee to 
contract for the printing of three hundred and fifteen copies of- 
the Report of the Comptroller, make the following report :— 

That the committee havecontracted withthe proprietors ofthe 
Austin Democrat for the number called for by the resolution, 
to be furnished at two-thirds of a cent per page—each report 
contains forty-six pages, and makes the whole number of four- 
teen thousand -four hundred and ninety pages, which, at two- 
thirds ofa cent per page, amounts in the aggregate to the sum 
ninety-six dollars and sixty cents. 

PHIL. M. CUNY, 


Chairman, 


Mr. Phillips made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January 29th, 1848. 


Hon. Jons A. GREER, : 
President of the Senate: 


The select committee appointed'to examine into the condi- 
tion of the Adjutant General’s Office, submit to the Senate the 
following facts for their consideration : 

The ‘committee find that the business of that office 
seems to have been conducted, for the last two years, with accu- 
racy, and in a systematic manner. The books and papers are 
in good order, and all the files properly arranged, numbered 
and labelled. 

The business however, of this department, as connected with 
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the Republic of Texas, will require much attention. There is 
still a large amount of this business unsettled, which the inte- 
rest of individuals, as well as of the State, demands, should be 
brought to a close as speedily as possible, There are many 
open accounts still standing on the books, and until these are 
finally settled, it will be impossible for the State'to determine 
its liabilities. Many individuals havedemands against the State 
forland and money due through this department. Some are 
heirs residing in other States of the Union, who are perhaps 
not aware of the rights secured to them as such, by our laws, 
There are too, on file, many documents in the form of loose re- 
ceipts, army and naval correspondence of great importance, 
and which, {as a matter ofsecurity for unjust demands, no less 
than as containing valuable historical information,) your com- 
mittee think ought to be recorded in well bound books, and 
preserved ; to accomplish these objects with the least possible 
delay, and at the same time to do full justice to individuals and 
the country, your committee submit the following suggestions 
as proper to be observed by the officer of that department. 

First,—To make an alphabetical list of the names of all offi- 
cers and men who have, at any time been connected with that 
department up to the time of annexation, noting their residence. 

Second,—An estimate of the whole amount of land due 
through that department. 

Third—The amount of pay due in money. 

Fourth, The amount of land for which certificates have is- 
sued, and the amount still due. 

Fifth—The amount of pav which has been discharged, and 
the amount still due. 

Your committee also recommend the publication of the 
names of all those whose accounts are unsettled, and that a law 
be passed limiting the time which original claimants or their 
iegal representatives shall have within which to receive their 
dues from that office, whether scrip for land or certificates for 

ay. : i 
i The law should also require a report from that departiment 
tobe submitted to the Legislature through the Executive, at 
each session, that such action may be taken in relation to that 
department as may be necessary. They also recommend the 
sale of all the property appertaining to that office, which is no 
longer needed by the State. 
A. H. PHILLIPS, Chairman. 
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Mr. Jewett made the following report: 


Th the Hon. President of the Senate, 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The special committee raised by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, for the purpose of examing into the condition 
of the offices of Comptroller of Public Accounts and Treasurer 
of the State, having performed the duty imposed upon them, in- 
struct the undersigned to report that they find said offices to 
have been conducted in all respects as well as could be desired., 


The committee take pleasure in stating, that they examined y 


the condition of the Treasury Department in reference to the 
biennial reports made by the Comptroller and Treasurer of the 
State, and find that said reports contain a true and correct state- 
ment otf the cordition of their respective cffces. Your 
committee with a view to the ascertainment of the amount of 
monies, outstanding and due the State, from individuals having 
the collection of impost duties and direct taxes, under the laws 
of the late Republic of Texas, as also the amount of monies | 
-due the State by individuals having the collection of taxes un- 
der thelaws of the State, requested the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts to furnish them with a written statement of the names 
of individuals having the collection of impost duties under the 
laws of the late Republic of Texas, and the amount of money 
by such individuals now due the State, as also, the aggregate 
amount due by individuals having the collection of direct taxes 
under the laws of the late Republic of Texas and State of Tex- 
as, which statement is herewith submitted to the two Houses,of 
the Legislature for their inspection. They also herewith sub- 
mit, to the inspection of the Legislature, a written statement of 
the Treasurer of the State, showing the amount of money 
now in the Treasury subject to disbursement. 

Your committee cannot close this report without directing 
the attention of the Legislature to that part of the statement of 
the Comptroller, which suggests the propriety of the appointment 
ofa fiscal agent, to superintend, receive and transmit the revenue 
to the Treasury department, as the same may be collected by the 
collectors of taxes. The committee, from investigation and con- 
sultation with the Comptroller, andfully sensible of the import- 
ance of such an officer, and that the present expensive and embar- 
rassing system of transmitting the revenue to the Treasury De- 
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partment, serves in many instances as a pretext to individuals 
to withhold the amounts by them collected from the State, for 
private purposes, thereby depriving the State of the immediate 
use of its revenue: whereas if such an officer existed, the rev- 
enue collected by the several collectors of taxes, would be paid 
over to such officer when called for ; this system your commit- 
tee are fully persuaded, would greatly facilitate the collection of 
the revenne,—they believe that the interest of the State requires 
the aid and assistance of such an officer, and the enactment of a 
law more effective than any which now exists, compelling offi- 
cers having the collection of the revenue, to pay the same over, 
as soon as collected ; ‘the committee therefore respectfully invite 
the special attention of the Legislature to this subject. 

Having, as they believe, fully discharged the duty imposed 
upon them, the committee ask to be discharged from the further 
investigation of the Treasury Department. 

H. J. JEWEP®, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
B. F. TANKERSLEY, 
Chairman on the part of House. 


Mr. Phillips offered the folowing resolution : 

« Resolved, That the committee on Finance be requested to 
take into consideration the propriety of passing a fee-bill for the 
General Land Office.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Clark introduced joint resolution authorizing and requir- 
ing the Comptroller of Public Accounts to receive and examine 
and settle the accounts of. Hugh 8. Hope, late sheriff of Harri- 
son,county. ' l 

Read first time. 

Mr. Clark introduced a bill to be entitled an aet to establish 
the Judicial Districts of the District Courts. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Bourland, made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
January dist, 1848. 
Hon. J. A. GREER,- 
President of the Senate : 


Your committee on Public Lands, to which was referred “A 
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pill to be entitled an act to prohibit the Boards of Land Com- 
missioners in each county in this State from issuing certificates 
to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or claimant 
shall previously thereto have received a conditional certificate - 
from some competent board,” have had the same under consi- 
deration, and have instructed me to report the same back to the 
Senate, with amendments, and recommend its passage. 

First amendment— i 

First section, in third line, strike out the word “the” ånd in- 
sert “ this.” 

Second amendment—In same line, after the word “State,” 
strike out to word “shall,” in 4th line. 

JAMES BOURLAND, Chairman. 


The Senate proceed to the Orders of the Day. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jeremiah Bowlin: 
read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exclude fraudulent land certifi- 
cates from being evidence of title to land, and to prohibit the 
issuing of legal process upon the same: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Keizer: read 
first time. 

Abillto be entitled an act to create the county of Medina: 
read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat of 
justice for the county of Newton: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the forfeiture of cer- 
tain neat cattle, hogs or sheep: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Hays: read 
first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Gillespie ? 
read first time. ` ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the Militia of New- 
ton county : read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Caldwell: 
read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of 
Denton county: read first time. 

_ A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the seat of 
justice of De Witt county: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exempt certain property from 
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taxation, designed and used for purposes of religious worship 
and of education: read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Wallace, “the bill to be entitled an actto 
authorize and require the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to receive gold and silver at the rate of one dollar thereof 
for eight dollars in Texas Promissory Notes, for all govern- 
ment dues upon land, and patents for land,” was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the sale of the pro- 
perty belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by the late 
government for custom purposes: read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on State ‘Affairs, 

A. bill to be entitled an act to fix the time of holding elections 
for the several State and county officers, and for Represent- 

tives to the United States Congress: read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vileges and Elections, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in the 
amendments of the Senate to the following bill and joint reso- 
lution, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the city of Galveston 
to appoint firemen, and to exempt the same from militia and 
jury duty: . 

Joint resolution requesting the Senators and Representatives 
of Texas in the Congress of the United States, to protectagainst 
the relinquishment of the Mexican Provinces or States con- 
quered by, and in possession of the United States, without in- 
Gemnity: and also to protest against any law which shall be 
intended to prevent the citizens of slaveliolding States from 
taking their property with them, in emigrating to said acquired 
territory. 

And that the House refuse to concur in the amendment of 
the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act authorizing persons 
who have received donation certificates under the provisions of 
“an act granting lands to those who were in the battle of San 
Jacinto, and other battles,’ approved December 20th, 1337, to 
alienate said certificates, and the lands acquired under them. 

Joint resolution relative to a digest of the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas, and of such of the laws of Coahuila and 
Texas as relate to the landed interest of Texas, and of the past 
and present sessions of the Legislature: read second time. 
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Mr. Dancy moved to lay the resolution upon the table: 

‘Upon which the yeasand nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Dancy,Grimes, 
Perkins, and Williams—7. i 

Nays-——Messrs. Bache, Clark, Cuny, Gage, Jewett, McRae, 
Navarro, Phillips, and Wallace—9. . 

So the motion was lost. ; 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend by inserting in the caption 
before the word “the,” in the first line, the word “all”? and in 
the fitth line, after ihe word “of,” “all the laws of” and in sec- 
mor Ist line 12th, after the word “arranged,” insert the word 
Ky a 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by inserting after the word 
“of,” in the 15th line, same section, the words “all the laws of.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Brashear moved to lay the resolution upon the table un- 
til to-morrow. 

Lost. 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend by inserting after the word 
“Gillespie,” wherever it occurs, the words “or any other per- 
son. 

Lost. ` 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. * 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Johnson: 
read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 7 

Joint resolution in behalf of Edward A. Weyman, a resident 
citizen of ‘Nueces county: read seeond time, and, 

Peds motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on State 
alrs. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts to provide a residence in the city of Austin for the use 
of the Executive of the State: read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance, i 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to use their influence to procure 
the incorporation of our officers in the late Navy of Texas, into 
the Navy of the United States: read third time and passed. 


s 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
prescribe the time for the biennial meeting of the Legislature 
of the State of Texas: read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to suppress Banking: read second 
time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to receive gold and sil- 
ver, at the rate of one dollar thereof for eight dollarsin Texas 
Promissory Notes, for all government dues upon land, and pa- 
tents for land. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Grimes moved that the Senate recede from their amend- 
ment to the bill to be entitled an act authorizing persons who 
have received donation certificates under the provisions of “an 
act granting lands to those who were in the battle of San Ja- 
cinto and other battles’ approved December 20th, 1837, to 
alienate said certificates, and the lands acquired under them. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, a committee of conference was 
appointed on the above named bill. Messrs. Williams, Dancy 
and Gage were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 

“ftesolred, That the committee on Finance be required to en- 
quire into the propriety of requiring by law the Secretary of 
State to charge fees for services performed in his office, where 
the State is not concerned, and that they be required to report 
by bill or otherwise.” i 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, 


The Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


s 


Tuesday 10 o'clóck, A. M. 
February Ist, 1848. . 


Senate was called to order by Mr. Jewett. 
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The ‘following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten 
—quorum. present. 

The chair announced that the President of the Senate-was 
unwell: whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr. Grimes was called to the 
chair. 

“The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Brashear offered the petition of James A. Mason, attor- 
ney of Mrs. Odenath, which was, 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims.. 

Mr. Cuny presented the petition of Nathan Thomas: referred, 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. ; 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Feb. ist, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, — 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom a bill to 
be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Johnson, was referred, 
have instructed me to report the same back to the Senate, and 
recommend its passage, 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Mr. Gage made the following report: ., 
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Committee Room, 
February Ist, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The select committee, to which was referred a bill to he en- 
titled an act for the relief of those persons who are indebted to 
the State on account of public dues, payable in the promissory 
notes of the late Republic, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to report it back to the Senate, and 
recommend its passage, with the following amendmeni, to wit: 
In the 1st section, last line, strike out “fourth” and insert 
* eighth.” 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 


* 


* Mr. Cuny offered the following resolution : 


“Resolved, by the Senate, That the Committee on Finance, 
be instructed to take into consideration the expediency of pro- 
viding by law, for setting apart a portion of the annual reve- 
nues of the State, for the purpose of purchasing law books for 
the use of the State, and placing the same at the disposal of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, to be by them invested at 
such times, and for the purchase of such books as they may 
deem most advantageous for the interest of the State, and to 
report thereon, by bill or otherwise.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, “ A bill to be entitled an act to 
authorize and require the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, or other receiver of public dues in said office, to receive 
gold and silver, at the rate of one dollar thereof, for eight dollars 
in Texas promissory notes for all Government dues, upon land 
and patents for land;” also “A joint resolution relative to a 
digest of all the laws of the late Republic of Texas, and of 
such of the laws of Coahuila and Texas, as relate to the landed 
interest of Texas, and of all the laws of the past and present 
session of the Legislature.” l 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill -to be entitled an act to autho- 
rize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to employ 
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competent persons to assist certain county or district surveyors 
in making county maps—read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, or other receiver of pub- 
lic dyes in said office, to receive gold and silver, at the rate of 
one dollar thereof for eight dollars in Texas promissory notes, 
for all Government dues upon lands and patents for land—read 
third time and passed. i 

Mr. Parker moved that tle nomination of Amos Clark, for 
Judge of the Sixth Judicial District be taken up—tost. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had appointed Messrs. 
Rayner, Walling, Stout, Pourland and Stuart,a committee of 
conferencé on the part of “the House, on a bill tobe entitled an 
act authorizing persons who have received donation certifi- 
cates under the provisions of “an act granting lands to those 
who were in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles,’—ap- 
proved December 20th, 1837—to alienate said certificates and 
the lands acquired under them. 

Joint resolution relative to a digest of all the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas, and of such of ‘the laws of Coahuila and 
Texas as relate to the landed interests of Texas, and of all the 
laws of the past and present session of the Legislature—read 
third time. 

Mr. Wallace-moved to amend, by inserting after “ Gillespie” ` 
the words “and Ebenezer Allen, or either ‘of them.” 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
ss “or either of them” and inserting “or any other person” — 

ost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to refer the resolution and amend- 
- ments to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Brashear moved to amend the motion by referring to a 
ea committee, which was accepted by Mr. Williamson— 

ost. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Wailace, 
by inserting after “Allen” “or Andrew J. Hamilton or Anderson 
Hutchinson”—-lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the previous question was put, and 
resolution passed. 

A. bill to'be entitled an act to establish the judicial districts of 
the District Courts—read second time, and on motion of Mr. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to exempt certain property from 
taxation, designed and used for purposes of religious worship 
and of education—read second time, and, on motion of Mr, 
Clark, referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the seat of 
justice of De Witt county—-read second time, and on motion 
of Mr. Philips referred to a select committee—Messrs. Phil- 
lips, Dancy and Gage were appointed said committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act fo establish the county seat of 
Denton county—read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wil- 
liams, referred to the Committee on Counties and County Boun- 
daries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to credke the county of Caldwell 
—read second time, and on motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to 
the Committee on Counties and County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, a bill to be entitled an act for 
the relief of McKinney & Williams, was taken up and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the militia of Newton 
county—read second time, and on motion of Mr. McRae, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Militia. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Gillespie, 
read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the Committee on Conn- 
ties and County Bonndaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Hays: read 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the Committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the forfeiture of cer- 
jain neat cattle, hogs or sheep: read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Navarro, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. ee 

A bili to be entitled an act to create the county of Medina: 
read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to the Committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat of 
justice of the county of Newton: read second time, and, 

Onmotion of Mr. McRae, referred to the Committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Keizer: read 
second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State, from issuing cer- 
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant, shall previously thereto, have received a conditional 
certificate from some competent board, together with report of 
the committee on Public Lands thereon, offering amendments, 
was read and report adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exclude fraudulent land certifi- 
cates from being evidence of title to land, and to prohibit the 
issuing of legal process upon the same: read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, Mr. George Fisher came for- _ 
ward and took the oath as interpreter for Mr. Navarro. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to regulate the price of land patents: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Jere- 
miah Bowlen: read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. : 

Joint resolution, authorizing and requiring the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts“to receive and examine, and settle the ac- 
counts of Hugh 8. Hope, late Sheriff of Harrison county; read 
second time, and . 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Joint resolution, proposing the amendment of the Constitu- 
tion together with the report of the committee on State Affairs 
thereon, offering substitute was read. 

Mr. Abbott moved to lay the resolution, report and substi- 
tute on the table, and make them the special order of the day for 
Monday next. 

Mr. Wallace proposed the following amendment: add the 
Ne “Notaries Public” after thé words “Treasurer of the 

tate” 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the report of the committee 
was adopted, 


Mr. Williamson moved to re-commit the resolution, substi- 
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tute and amendments to the committee on the Judiciary—car. 
ried. 

A bill tobe entitled an act to amend the Consititwtion of the 
State of Texas, together with the report of the “committee on 
State Affairs thereon, offering amendments, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the amendments recommended by 
the report of the committee, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the resolution and report were 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Phillips, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

“Resolved, That the Mouse of Representatives be requested 
to appoint a committee to act withthe committee of three on 
the part of the Senate, on the petition of Stuart Perry. 

Adopted. : 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Parker, on account of 
ill health. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the ‘Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


. Wednesday, 10 o'clock, a, m. 
; February 2d, 1848. 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear,.Bache, Clark, Copy. 
Dancy. Gage, Grimes, McRea, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phil- 
lips, Wallace, Williams, Willamson and Woeotten—quorum 
present. i . 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance made 
the following report. 


TE pa re 
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Austin, February 2d, 1848. 
How. J. A. GREER, : 
President of the Senate: 
s 

The committee on finance, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of Morgan Wilson, together with the report of the commit- 
tee on the Jadiciary on said petition; upon due consideration 
of the subject, your committee are of opinion that it would be 
an act ofimprudent legislation to grant the prayer of the pe- 
titioner, were there no constitutional prohibitory provision. 

The second Section of the first article of the constitution is 
in the following words: 

All freemen when they form a social compact, have equal 
rights, and no man or set of men, is entitled to exclusive sep- 
arate public emoluments or privileges, but in consideration of 
public services. . 

The petitioner prays to be admitted to peddle, in any part of 
the State, without paying a license, which, your committee 


' are of opinion, is contrary to the provisions of the above sec- 


tion of the constitution. They therefore return the petition and 
report of the Judiciary committee, and recommend the adop- 


tion of that report, and that your committee ke discharged. - 


from the further consideration of the petition. 
JESSE GRIMES, 


Chairman Finance Committee. 


Mr. Gage Chairman of the committee on counties and coun- 
ty boundaries, made the following reports. 


Committee Room, 


February 2d, 1848. 


Hon, J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on counties and county boundaries have had 
under consideration a bill to be entitledan act to, create the 
county of Cameron, and have instructed me to return itto the 

16 - 


* 
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Senate, with the following amendment, and recommend its 
adoption and the passage of the bill. 
Amendment—strike out third section. 
D. GAGE, Chairman, 


Committee Room, 
February 2d, 1848. 


How. J. A. GREER, l 
President of the Senate: : 


The committee on counties and county boundaries, have had 
under consideration, a bill to be entitled an act to create the 
county of Starr, and have instructed me to report it back to the 
Senate. and recommend its passage, with the following amend- 
ment, to-wit: 

Strike out third section. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Commirrer Room, 
February 2d, 1848, 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 
ue 
The committee on counties and county boundaries, to whic! 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to define the county 
boundaries of Goliad county, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and have instructed me to return it to the Senate, with 
the following amendments, and recommend their adoption and 
the passage of the bill. 
First amendment. - 
After “line” in the fifth line, strike out to the word “as” in 
the same line. 
Second amendment. 
After the word “road” in the eighth line, strike out the words 


“or to the head thereof” 
D. GAGE, Chairman. 
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Committee Room, 
February 2d, 1848. 

Hon. Joun A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 


The committee on counties and county boundaries, to which 
was referred 2 bill to be entitled an act better defining the boun- 
daries of Nueces county, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and instructed me to report it back to the Senate, and 
recommend its passage, as heretofere amended, by striking out 
the 2d, 3d, and 4th sections, 


D. GAGE, Chairman. 


—_—a 


Mr. Dancy made the following report. 


Committee Room, 
Febrnuarylst, 1848: 


Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Finance have requested me to report 
the “Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts to provide a residence in the city of Austin, for the 
use of the Executive of the State,’ (which was referred to 
them) back tothe Senate, with the following amendments, 

First amendment. 

in the caption strike out “Executive,” and insert“Governor.” 

Second amendment. 

In section first, line 4, strike out “his Excellency.” 

Third amendment. 

In section second, line 4, strike out “Executive,” and insert 
“Governor.” 

Fourth amendment. 

In section third, line 4, strike out “his Excellency” and in- 
sert “the Governor,” and recommend the. adoption of the 
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amendments, and the passage of the Joint Resolution, as amen- 
ded. 


JON W. DANCY, 
One ofthe Committee, 


Cena 


Mr Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance made 
the following report.. i . 


Austin, February Ist, 1848, 


Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate z 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of Reuben A. Carter, remonstrating against the present 
mode, and instructing the Legislature, how, in future, to have 
the direct taxes assessed and collected in a cheap and summra- 
ry manner, have availed themselves of all the lights and knowl- 
edge to be derived from the valuable suggestions, and ask 
leave to return the petition to the Senate, and our thanks to 


Mr. Carter. 
J ESSE GRIMES, 


Chairman. 


Austin February, Ist, 1848. 


Hon. John A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill to 
-provide for the collection of taxesdue the late Republic and 
present State of Texas, have had the subject under considera- 
tion. The committee areofopinion that this bill, (being 2 
bill to provide for the raising of revenue) should, in conformi- 
ty with the Constitution, have originated in the House of Rep- 
resentatives; they have, therefore, instructed me to return 


245 


the same to the Senate, and recommend that it be laid on the 
the table. 
JESSE GRIMES, Chairman 


Finance Committee. 


Mr. Williams made the fellowing report. 


Committee Room, 
February 2d, 1848. 


Honorable President of the Senate: 


The committee on affairs of State, to which was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act te repeal the 12th section of an act 
entiitled an act regulating estrays,” approved December 22d, 
1846, have considered the same, and instructed me to report 
the same back to the Senate and recommend its passage. 

. WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
One of the Committee. 


Mr. Perkins, ‘ehairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports: 


Committee Room, 
February 2d, 1848, 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


& 


* 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Nathan Thomas, have had the same un- 
der.consideration, and direct me to report, that they are of opin- 
ion, if the necessary proof is adduced before the Land Gom- 
missioners for San Augustine county, the requisite relief will 
be granted, without the necessity of Legislative action, they 
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tion of the petition. 
S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Comsirres Room, 
February 2d, 1848, 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Private Land Claims to whom wasreferred 
“a bill to be entitled an act forthe relief of John Keizer,” have 
had the same under consideration, and direct me to report, that 
they are satisfied the saidKeizeris entitled tothe relief contem- 
plated in the bill, and recommend the passage of the same. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairmen. 


m 


* Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 

reported as correctly engrossed “a bill to be entitled an-act to 

prohibit the boards of Land Commissioners in each county in 

this State, from issuing certificates to any claimant whatso- 

ever, unless the applicant or claimant shall previously thereto, 

have receiyed a conditional certificate from some competent 
oar 

Mr. Phillips introduced abil to be entitled an act to author- 
ize the assessment of damages in civil suits; read first time. 

Mr. Williamson introduced a bill te be entitled an act an- 
thorizing Charles Covington and his associates to establish a 
Ferry across the river Yegua, and construct a canseway across 
the bottom lands thereof; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2nd time and referred to the committee on Internal Im- 
provements. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend the first, fourth and fifth sections of an act regulating 
estrays, approved Dec, 22d, 1836; read first time. 
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Mr. Gage moved to take up the nomination of Amos Clark, 

for Judge of the 6th Judicial District; carried. 
` On motion of Mr. Parker, the nomination of Mr. Clark was 
made the special order of the'day for Saturday the 12th inst. 

Mr. Gage presented sundry petitions, protests and letters, 
relative to the nomination. of Mr. Clark, which 

On motion of Mr. Gage, were placed with the nomination of 
Mr. Clark, to come up at the same time. 

Mr. Parker presented similar documents, which were dis- 
posed of in the same manner. 

~ Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. - 

A bill te be entitled an act for the relief of McKinney and 
Williams; read second time. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend by striking out the word 
“amount” in Yth line, 1st seczion, and inserting the word “val- 
ue.” Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs, by the following: 

Yzeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Dan- 
cy, Grimes, McRea, Parker and Wallace—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Gage, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, 
Williams, Williamson and Wootten—8. 

A message was received from the House of Representa- 
tives, informing the Senate, that the House had appointed 
Messsrs. Neal, Dooley, Truit, Shannon and Miller of Colora- 
rado, a committee on the partof the House, on the petition of 
Stewart Perry. 

A bill te be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to employ competent persons to 
assist certain County or, District Surveyors, in making county 
maps—read second time, and i 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on pub- 
lic Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the price of Land. 
patents; read second time, and ~ 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons who 
are indebted to the State, on account of publie dues, payable in 
the Promissory Notes of the late Republic,together with the re- 

- port ofa Select committee thereon, offering an amendment; 
was read; report adopted, and bill passed toa third reading. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State from issuing cer- 
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall previoisly thereto, have receiveda condi- 
tional certificate from some competent board—read third time 
and passed. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alford Johnson. 
together with the report of the committee on Private Land 
Claims thereon, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Williams was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled-an 
act supplemental to the act entitled “an act to regulate pro- 
ceedings in the District Courts,” approved 18th May, 1846— 
read first time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the vote on yesterday passing 
“Joint Resolution relative to ə digest of all the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas, and of such laws of Coahuila and Texas, 
as relate to the landed interest of Texas, and of all the laws 
of the past and present session of the Legislature,” was re- 
considered, and Resolution, 

4 On motion of Mr. Wallace, placed among the orders of the 
ay. 

The Joint Resolution was then read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by inserting after the word 
“Gillespie” wherever it oceurs, the words “and Ebenezer Al- 
len, or either of them.” i 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Wal- 
lace, by striking out “or either of them” and inserting “or any 
other person.” 

The President decided that the motiom of Mr. Perkins was 
out of order, he having moved the same amendment on a pre- 
vious day of the session, and it having been rejected by the 
Senate. 

Mr. Perkins then proposed to alter his amendment by stri- 
king out the word “person” and inserting the word “lawyer.” 

The President decided the amendment even in this form out 
of order, as containing the same matter of substance as Mr. 
Perkins original amendment. 

From which decision Mr. Perkins appealed. 

The vote of the Senate haying been taken on the appeal, 
the decision of the President was sustained. 


a nnn State nema ita al 
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The question now recurred upon Mr. Wallace’s amendment, 
which amendment was adopted. 


Mr. Williams offered a substitute for the Joint Resolution, 
and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Joint Resolution, together 
with the substitute was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


t 


Thursday, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
February 8d, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—quo- 
rum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr, Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following reports: 


Committee Room, 
February 3d, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, ; 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee herewith report back to the Sen- 
ate, “a bill tobe entitled an act to permit married women to 
devise their separate property” whch was referred to them for 
investigation, with a substitute therefor, the adoption and pas- 
sage of which, a majority of the committee recommend. 

EDWARD: CLARK, Chairman. 


Committee Reom, 
February 3d, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee, io whom was referred, a bill to be 
entitled “an act to regulate proceedings by certiorari and sp- 
persedeas, in civil causes” and propose the following amend. 
ments thereto. . 

ist Amendment—lIn second line of first section, insert before 
the word “district” the words “Judges ofthe.” In same line 
and section, strike out the word “and” after “sourts” and in- 
sert between the words “courts” and “in” the words “during 
term time or,” and strike out all after the word “vacation” in 
the same line and section to the word “upon” in third line of 
same section. . 

2nd Améendment—Between the words “power” and “to” in 
the eighth line of the first section, insert the words, “within 
six months after the occurrence of the acts complained of” 

The committee instruct me to return said bill with the 
amendments aforesaid to the Senate, and recommend the adop- 
tion of the amendments and passage of the bill. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


+ 


Committee Room, 
February 3d, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee have had’ under consideration, 
“an act to repeal certain sections of an act entitled an act te 
reduce into one act, and amend the several acts concerning 
executions,” approved 27th January, 1842, and after much de- 
liberation, have agreed upon the enclosed substitute, which 
amends and changes in some respects the law of 1842, instead 


of repealing certain sections thereof, as proposed by the origi- 
-<1 BT, 
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A majority of the committee are in favor of the passage of 
the substitute, and fecommend it to the favorable considera- 


tion of the Senate. 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


otis 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following reports: 


Gommittee Room, 
February 3d, 1848. 


J, A. GReg, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred, 
a bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the price of Land 
‘Patents,” have had the same under consideration, and instruct- 
ed me to report the bill to the Senate, with the following a- 
mendment, to wit: 

Add tothe bill “and that this act take effect from and after 
its passage,” and recommend the adoption of the amendment, 
and the passage of the bill as amended. 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Committee Room, 
February 3, 1848. 
J. À, Gazer, 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“ An act providing for the sale of the property belonging to the 
State of Texas, and formerly used by the late government for 
custom purposes,” after considering the bill, have instructed me 
to report the sameto the Senate, with the following amend- 
ments, to wit. 

First. In section two, line six, strike out “ Comptroller” 
and insert” Governor.” : 

Second. In section three, line three, after “all,” insert “such.” 
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Third. In section four, line four, after “on,” insert “their 
and recommend the adoption of the amendments, and the pas. 
sage of the bill as amended. 


JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report : 


Cemmittee Bop 


Febrnary 3d, 1848, 


Hon. Joas A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, have 
had under consideration “ A bill to be entitled an act to pro. 
vide for locating the seat of justice for the county of Newton” 
and 

“A pill to be entitled an act to create the county of Medina," 
and have instructed me to return them to the Senate, and re- 
commend their passage. 

D. GAGE, Chairman. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolution, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Town of Mont- 

omery ; 

A bil to be entitled an act to create the county of Kaufman; 

A billto be entitled an act to authorize Sarah Ann Kelton, 
wife of Oliver P. Kelton, a lunatic, to make valid conveyances 
oireal estate and negroes; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize a special tax to be 
collected in the county of Guadalupe ; ~ 

A bill to be entitled an aet to establish a State Penitentiary; 
i -A billto be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Spring- 

eld; 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, entitled 
ai A to create the county of Smith, approved April 11, 
1846 ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of William Plucker, - 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun 
ty Bouudaries, made the following report : 


Committee Room, 
' - February 3d, 1848. 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, ; 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
which was referred, the memorial of a portion of the citizens of 
the counties of Nacogdoches, Houston and Cherokee, praying 
the establishment of a new county, to be formed from the terri- 
toryof the above recited counties, have had the same under 
consideration, and find that there dre only some thirty-six 
signers to the memorial praying forthe formation of the new 
county; and your committee have also had before them a re- 
monstrance against the formation of such county, coming from 
eighty-seven citizens of Nacogdoches county, one hundred and 
twenty-seven citizens of Houston county, and two hundred and 
two citizens of Cherokee county. 

The chairman of your committee has been to the General 
Land Office, and has examined, with the assistance of the drafts- 
man, the maps of these counties, and is of opinion that the 
counties of Nacogdoches and Cherokee have but little territory 
more than is required by the Constitution; and under thesé 
circumstances your committee deem it inexpedient to create 
said county, and for these reasons have instructed me to return 
the memorial ‘and protests back to the Senate, and ask to be 
discharged from further consideration on the same. 


D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, made the following report : 


P Committee Room, 
February 3d, 1848, 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on internal Improvements, to which was re- 
ferred a “ Bill to be entitled an act authorizing Charles Coving- 
ton and his associates to establish a ferry across the river Yea- 
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gua, and construct a causeway across the bdttom lanu. 

have considered the same, and are of opinion that the construc- 
tion of the causeway as provided for in this bill, will be such 
as to require much labor and capital in its completion, and 
without protection by charter, for-a term of-years, no individnal 
orcompany could be found willing to undertake the work; 
and that however great the convenience may be to the whole 
community above and below the Yeagua; yet this work would 
remain undone. That your committee knew no policy which 
can influence it to refuse encotiragement to individual enter. 
prize, (when the same is not in violation of any constitutional 
provisions or settled policy,) having for its object the erection 
or construction of improvements for the immediate benefit of 
the community in the midst of which such improvement is pro- 
posed to be made, as appears in this case’:-—Therefore I am in- 
structed to report the bill back to the Senate, and recommend 
its passage. Jas f 

WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman. 


Mr. Williams, chairrhan of the committe-on Apportionment, 
Privileges and Elections, made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Austin, February 3d, 1848. 


How, Jonn A. GREER, 


President of the Senate : l 


The committee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections, 
to which was referred a bill to be entitled an act to fix the time 
of holding elections for the several State „and county officers, 
and for Representatives to the United States Congress, have 
had the same under consideration, and instructed me to report 
the same back to the Senate, with an amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

Amendment—strike out the word “fix,” and insert in lieu 
thereof the word “ prescribe” in the caption. 


WM. M. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 
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Mr. Wallace made the following repart: 


Committee Raom, 
February 2d, 1848, 


Hon. J. A. GREER, ‘ 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Military Affairs have had under conside- 
ration the bill to be entitled “ An act to organize the militia of 
the county of Newton,” a majority have instructed me to pro- 
pose the following amendments, to wit.: 

Section 1, in fourth line, strike out the words “ regiment or.” 

In sixth line, same section, strike out the words “regiment 
or.” 

Section 2—In second line strike out the words" compose 
and,”—strike out fourth line and insert “the militia of Jasper 
county belongs.” 

Section 83—In second line strike out the words “regiment or”: 
with these amendments I am instructed to recommend the pas- 


sage of the bill. 
B. RUSH WALLACE, 


One of the Committee. 


_ Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act to an- 
thorize and require the Judges of the District Courts to hold 
special sessions thereof, for the trial of persons charged with 
the commission of crimes, the punishment of which is death. 

Read first time. « 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day: 

The report of the select committee appointed to examine into 
the condition of the Adjutant General’s office, was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons who 
are indebted to the State on account of public dues, payable in 
the promissory notes of the late Republic. 

Read third time and passed. : 

On motion of Mr, Wallace, a bill to be entitled an act to au- 
thorize the sale of the lots in the city of Austin, and tract adjoin- 
ing, was taken up and placed among the orders of the day. 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Keizer. toge- 
ther with the report of the committee on Private Land Claims 
thereon was read, and bill passed to a third reading. 

The report of the special committee on “A bill to be entited 
anact authorizing hoiders of promissory notes, bonds, fundéd 
debt, cudited claims, or any other recognized claim against the 
-Republic of Texas, to surrender the same, and receive in lien 
thereof land serip” was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, made the special order of the 
day for Monday next. 

A bil io be entitied an act, supplementary to the act, entitled 
“© An act, io regulate proceedings in the District Courts,’ ap- 
proved 13th May, 1516. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to a special committee. 

Messrs. Wallace, Dancy and Jewett were appointed said 
commnitiee. 

A bil io be entitied an act to authorize the assessment of 
damages in civil suts. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

A b to be entitled an act to amend the first, fourth and 
fifth sections of an act regulating estrays” approved December 
22d, 1846; read second time: ‘ 

And, on motion of Mr. Navarro, referred io the ecmmittee 
on the Judiciary. 

The report of the committee on Finance on. the petition of 
Morgan Wilson, was read and adopted. 

A bill te be entitled an act better defining the boundaries of 
Nueces county, together with the report ofthe committee on 
esunties and county boundaries, was read, report adopted, 
and bul passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Cameron 
together with the report of the committee on counties and 
econnty boundaries thereon, proposing an amendment, was 
read, report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A DIH to be entitled an act to create the county of Starr, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on counties and- 
county boundaries thereon, proposing an amendment; was 
read, report adopted; and bill passed toa third reading. 

A bul to be entitled an act to define the ‘county boundaries 
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of Goliad county, together with the report of the committee on 
| counties and county boundaries theron, proposing amendments, 


was read; report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the sale of lots in 
the city of Austin; and the tract adjoining; read. 
Mr. Wallace offered a substitute for the bill, which on mo- 


' tion of Mr. Jewett was adopted. 


Mr. Wallace moved to fill the blank in the bill with “Tex- 
as Democrat.” 

Carried. 

Bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the collection of 
Taxes due the late Republic and present State of Texas, to- 
gether with the report ofthe committee on Finance thereon, 
wasread. ` 

And, on motion of Mr. Phillips; re-referred to the committee 
on Finance. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts to provide a residence in the city of Austin for the use 
of the Executive of the State, together with the report of the 
committee on Finance thereon, proposmg amendments was 


. reads report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 


On motion ef Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


Friday, 16 o'clock, a. m. 
February 4th, 1848. 


~ The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The iwllowing Senators answered to their names. 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cony, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten; 
quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

_ Mr. Wallace presented the petition of B. J. Thompson pray- 
ing iorrelief for the heirs of Patsey Lewis, which, 
17 


J 
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On motion of Mr. Wallace was referred t to the committee oa 
Private Land Claims. 


_ Mr. Perkins made the following reports. 


February 4th, 1848, 


Hon. J. A, GREER, 
Presiðeni of the Senate: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred a Joint Resolution, originating in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a patent in the name of the heirs of William 
P. Nunn, deceased, have directed me to offer the accompany- 
ing amendment and recommend the passage of the resolutien. ` 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Committee Room, 
February 4th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President oF the Senate : 


The Committee on Private Land Claims to whom was refer- 
red å bill originating in the House of Representatives, entitled 
“an act for the relief of the heirs of Jeremiah Bowlen,” being 
satisfied of the facts set forth in the preamble to the bill, have 
directed me to return the bill and respectfully recommend its 


passage. 
S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Committee Room, 
February 4th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate: RE 


The Committee on Private Land Claimsto whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Jesse H. Cartwright, after investigating 
the matters therein confained-have directed mete make the 
following report. 

The headright certificate of Robert F. Roberts for ene league 
and one labor of land, granted to Jesse H. Cartwright assignee 
of said Roberts on the 5th day of July, 1888, bp the Board of 
Land Commissioners for Fort Bend county, was recorded on 
the books ofthe Olerk ofsaid beard as having beer granted for 
one third ofa league, upon which record the investigating 
board of commissioners acted, and recommended the said cer- 
tificate for one third of a league, instead of a league and labor, 
which bad been granted tothe said Cartwright, assignee of 
Robert F, Roberts whe was a married man, and under the 
iaw, entitled to the last mentioned amount, presuming the 
Clerk made the record through mistake, as the certificate itself 
calls for a league and labor, it is but just te the parties to car- 
ry out the intention of the Commissioners for Fort Bend coun- 
ty (who ‘had the evidence before them when they granted the 
.ertificate,) and te correct the mistake ofihe Clerk. There is 
another good reason why the Legislature should interfere: un- 
der the Constitution of the State, the Courts were open to the 
first of July last only to claims which had not been acted up- 
on, or which were rejected by the TravellingBoard. This cer- 
tificate having been acted upon and recommended only in part, 
was therefore was excluded, and no remedy has ever been 
open to the petitioner. except through the Legislature, they 
would therefore return to the Senate the petition accompanied 
by a bill for the relief of the petitioner, and recommend itspas- 


sage. 
S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 
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Mr. Gage made the following report. 


Committee Room, 
February 4th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. Grezz, 
President of the Senate.- 


The committee on counties and county boundaries have had 
under consideration s bill tebe entitled an actto create the 
county ef Gillespie, and have instructed me to return it to the 
Senate, and recommend its passage, with the folowing amenc- 
ment. 

Strike out “Pierdenales” and insert in place thereof, the 
werd “Pedernales” iz the 8th line. 

=D. GAGE Chairman. 


Mr. Clark made the following reports. 


Hon. Joux A. GREER, 
President of the Senutex 
- Committee Room, 
February 4th, 1848. 

The committee on the Judiciary te whom was referred “an 
act concerning the forfeiture of certain neat cattle, hogs or 
sheep,” propose as an amendment to said bill, that the words 
“or farm” be inserted after the word “plantation” wherever it 
occurs, and thus amended, a majority of said committee re- 


eommend its passage. 
l EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


eens 


Committee Room, 
February 4th, 1848: 
Hon. Joun A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee have instructed me to return to 
the Senate for such action as may seem proper and expedient 
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“A bill to be entitled an act to vest’ in the county .of Austin, 
for county purposes, the: property of the corporation of the 


town of San Felipe.” 
EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


? 


Committee Room, 
i February 2d, 1848. 


J, A. GREER, | 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee to whom was referred “a Joint 
Resolution relative to a digest of allthe laws of the late Re- 
public'of Texas and of such of the laws of Coahuila and 
Texas as relate tothe landed interests of Texas, and of all the 
‘laws of the past and present sessions of the Legislature,” to- 
gether with a substitute therefor, have after considering the 
same, agreed upon the enclosed substitute, the adoption and 
passage of which they recommend. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


eee 


Mr. Perkins Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills’ 
reported “a bill tobe entitled an ‘act to dispose of the unsold 
and forfeited lots in the city of Austin and of the traet adjoin- 
ing” correctly engrossed. 


Mr. Williams made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Austin, February 2d, 1848. 
Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The, majority. of the committee on Affairs of State, to which 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of McKin- 
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ney & Williams, have considered the same, and believing as 
they do, that there may arise similar cases, can see no good and 
valid reason for the passage cf special acts, when a general law 
will not only mete justice to McKinney & Williams, as well as 
provide for others who may be entitled fo similar relief. The 
majority of the committee have examined the question of al- 
lowing set offs in all its bearings, and when they find the prin- 
ciples involved in this case fully settled and established [by the 
decisions of the SupremeCourt of the U. States, for which we all 
have the pimost reverence, cannot for a moment wish to act in 
contravention thereto, when the dictates of reason and justice fal- 
ly sustain such decisions. Therefore the majority-of the commi- 
tee have instrucied me to report a substitute for the bill refer- 


red, and recommend its passage. 
WMM. WILLIAMS, 
One of the Committee.. 


Mr. Dancy submitted the following counter report: 


Commitlee Room, 
Feb. 4, 1848, 


J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate z 


The majority of the committee on Affairs of State, to whom 
was referred “ar act for the relief of McKinney & Williams.” 
have concluded to report a substitute for the special bill, and it 
becomes my duty to give my reasons for not assenting to that 
report. 

The object of the general bill is evidently to provide for the 
special case, but as it would look like partiality to pass a spe- 
cial law,and not provide for other cases equally meritorious, 
the majority of the committee have thought it but just to re- 
commend the passage of a law which will extend reliefto all 
persons similarly situated. Ido not deny, that the parties ap- 
plying forreliefin this case, have good and valid claims against 
the State. Iam willing ic admit thet they were actuated in 
their dealings with the Republic by feelings of generosity and 
patriotism; it nevertheless seems to me that under all the cir- 
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‘eumstances of the case, it would be bad policy to pass sucha 
bill as the one recommended by the majority of the committee. 
In the case of McKinney & Williams, Gail Borden, jr,, the 
Collector of Customs at Galveston, (after the government had 
refused to settle with him upon principles which he considered 
just and equitable,) handed over to his securities a large amount 
of the public funds, which he had received for the government. 
Those fands should have been held by him for the government 
until they were paid into the Treasury according to law. Those 
fands should not have been appropriated by the Collector or his 
securities totheirown use. Independent of the effect which the 
re-issuing of the Exchequer Bills had upon the finances of the 
country at the time, it would be a dangerous precedent for a 
Legislature to set, to say that any one might appropriate the 
public funds to his own use, for a debt which the State owed 
him, whenever the funds of the State might fall into his hands. 
Tt would be equally dangerous to say that an officer might 
hand over the public fufids to his securities whenever the State 
should be indebted to them, and that they might appropriate 
the funds so handed over to the payment jof the liabilities 
which they might hold against the State. Every officer of the 
State should be held toa strict accountability, and if we aban- 
don this cardinal principle of government, we may bid fare- 
well to all hone of ever collecting our revenues. There are 
many defaulters to thé late Republic, and we cannot now tell 
to what extent this law may affect our finances. If the money 
which was handed over to McKinney & Williams had been 
deposited in the Treasury by them they would have been blame- 
less: they should not have used for their private purposes the 
public funds which were handed over to them by the Gollee- 
tor contrary to law. The officer who collects the public funds, 
holds them in trust for the government, and his securities are 
responsible for his misconduct. MicKinney & Williams were 
therefore liable for the misconduct of the Collector. 

I have no desire to see the State oppress the applicants for 
relief, buf it must be admitted that they are brought into their 
present situation in part at least, by their own acts. I am wil- 
ling to see the judgment reduced to the most perfect equity, as 
far as this sult is concerned, and ‘still allow all credits that 
ought to have been allowed by the Republic, when the suit was 
brought. I am willing to see the collection of the judgment 
postponed, rather than to see the parties oppressed, but I am 


- 
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not wiling to vote for the passage of a law, which may mate- 
rially affect the finances of the State, and at the same time set 
a bad example to our successors, and hold out inducements to 
our public officers to act in violation ofthe laws ofthe country. 
‘Whatever reduces our finances, will compel us to increase onr 
taxes, which are already as high as the citizens of the State can 
bear without oppression. 

The eflect ofthe law proposed will he, to admit that a persen 
ean, by appiving the public funds to his own use conirary to 
law, rightly ask the Legislature to make an’ appropriation te 
pay his debi, which would not be made but for the conseguen- 
ces of his own illegalact, I consider the law proposed in the 

ature of an act making appropriations to pay debts of a cer- 
fain character. 

Any legislation which is calculated to render our revenue oi- 
Geers ie»s punctual in the discharge of their duties, is a posi- 
tive evil to tre Stale, and wil be very apt to produce an emp- 
ty Treasury. With due respect for the opinions of a majority 
of the committee, this reportis submitted to the Senate. . 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman, 


—- 


Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitled an act for there- 
Hef of the purchasers of lots in the city of Austin, and of lois 
of the tract of land adjoining said city. 

Read first time. 

Senate proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Cameron. 

Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Pablic Ac- 
counts to provide a residence in the city of Austin for the use 
of the Goyernor of the State. 

Read third time and passed. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
petition of Nathan Thomas, was read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 12th section ofanact 
entitied an act regulating Estrays, approved December 22d, 
1936, together with the report of the committee on State Af- 
airs thereon, was read, a bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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The report of the committee on Finance, on the petition of 
Reuben A. Carter, was read,and oa 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, laid upon the table. 

A bill ie be entitled an act to authorize a special tax to be 
collected in ihe county of Guadalupe. 

Read first time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William Plucker.” 

Read first time. 

A bil fo be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 
“ y aet to create the county of Smith,” approved April 11th, 
18i6. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Spring- 
field. 

Read first time. 

A bill tẹ be entitled an act to establish a State Penitentiary. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitlid an act to authorize Sarah Ann Kelton, 
wile of Gliver P. Kelton, a lnnatic, to make valid conveyances 
of her real estate and negroes. 

Read Ist time. P 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Mont- 
gomery. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Kaufman. 

Read first time. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing ibe Senate that the House had adopted the following 
resolution : 

* Be it resolved, That the House, with the concurrence of the Se- 
nate, go inte the election of District Attorneys for the first, se- 
cond, third and seventh Jndicial Districts, on Monday next, 
ith day of February.” 

A bill to be entitled an aet authorizing Charles Covington, 
and ‘his associates, to establish a ferry across the river Yegua, 
and construct a causeway across the bottom lands thereof, to- 
gether with the report.of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments thereon, was read, and ; 

- Bul ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on Counties and County Boun- 
daries, on the memorial of a portion of the citizens of the coun- 
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ties of Nacogdoches, Houston and Cherokee, was read and 
adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings by cer- 
tiorari and supersedeas, in civil causes, together with the re- 
port of the committee on the Judiciary, propbsing amend- 
ments, was read. 

The first amendment proposed by the committee was adopt- 
ed. 
Mr. Jewett moved te amend the second amendment of the 
committee by striking out *six,” and inserting “three,” before 
“months.” ; 

Carried. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A biil to be entitled an act to create the county of Starr; 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries of 
Nueces county. ; 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entiled an act te dispose of the unsold and for- 
feited lots in the city of Austin, and ef the tract of land ad- 
joining, waz read, and 

Gn motion of Mr. Jewett, laid upon the table. 

A bill te be entitled an act for the relief of John Kizer. 

Read third time and passed, 

A bill to be entitled an aet to define the county boundaries - 
of Goriad county. 

Read third time. 

A bilf to be entitled an act to fix the time of holding elec- 
tions for the several State and County officers, and for Repre- 
sentatives to the United States’ Congress, together with the 
report of the committee on Apportionment and Privileges and 
Elections thereon, proposing an amendment, was read, and 
report adopted. * 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend by inserting in the Ist 
section, after the word “Legislature,” the words “Commission- 
er of the General Land Office of the State of Texas.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yess—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Bancy,Gage, Jewett, McRae, Williams Williamson and Woot- 
ten—12, 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Grimes, Navarro, Perkins, 
Phillips and Watlace—7. 
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So the amendment was adopted.. 

Mr, Clark offered the following amendment. 

“Provided, thatthe changes made by this act, in the existing 
election laws shall not preclude persons now im office from ex- 
ercising the functions of their offices until their snecessors are 
duly qualified.” 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment. 

“And that this act shall go into effect on the first day of Av- 
gust next” 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the bill and amendments were 
re-committed to the committee on A ppertionment, Privileges 
and Elections. $ 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the sale of the pro- 
perty belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by the 
late Government far Custom purposes, together with the report 
əf the committee on State affairs, thereon, proposing amend- 
ments, was read; and report adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by inserting after the «word 
“specie” in secand line, second section, the following, “or Tex- 
as Promissory Notes or Audited Paper against the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, which shall be received at the rate of eight del- 
oe thereof, for one dollar in gold orsilver.” 

uOSt. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the. bill was referred te: the .com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to- he entitled an act to repeal certain sections of an 
act entitled an act to reduce into one and: amend the several 
acts concerning executions, approved January 27th, 1842, to- 
gether witk the report of the committee on the Judiciary there- 
on, offering a substitute therefor, was read, 

‘ And, on motion of Mr Williamson made the special order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Mr, Clark, by leave; introduced a bill tobe entitled an act 
to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitantsof the State 
of Texas for the year 1848; read first time. 

Mr. Williams, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend the second section of “an act for the incorpo- 
ration of the town‘of Paris, the county seat of Lamar county” 
gy ie February 3d, 4845; read first time. 

n motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 


40 o’clack to-morrow morning. 
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Saturday 10 o'clock, A. M. 
February 5th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The foiiowing Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cany, 
Daney, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Perkins, 
Phillips, Waliace, Williams, Williamson and Weooetten—quo- 
rum present. 


. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. - 


Mr. Edward Fitzgerald, Senator from the district of San Pa- 
tricio, Refugio and Nueces, appeared, presented his creden- 
tials, took the oath prescribed by the Constitution and his 
Seat, 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
reporied the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings by cer- 
fiorarl and supersedeas in civil causes. 

A bill to be entitled az act to repeal the 12th section of an 

act entitled an act regulating estrays, approved December 22d, 
1836. 
_ And a bill te be entitled an act authorizing Charles Coving- 
ton and his associates toestabiish a ferry cross the river Yea- 
gua, and construct a causeway across the bottom lands there- 
Of. 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following reports. 


Committee Room, 
Febraary 4th, 1848. 


J. A. Grrrz, 
President of the Senate: 


The Committee on affairs of State, to whom was referred a 
“Joint Resoiation on behalf of Edward A. Weyman, a resident 
<iiizen of the county of Nueces and State of Texas,” have con- 
sidered the seme, and instruct me to report it to the Senate, 
with the following amendments, (to wit). 


* 
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First. Tn Ñine'five of preamble, strike out “Commander” and 
insert “Commandant.” 
Second. In sixth line, strike out “the River,’ and recommend 
the adoption of the amendments and the passage of the Joint 


Resolution as amended. 
JON W. DANCY, 


Chairman. 


Committee Room, 


February 4th, 1848. 


J, A. Guzen, 
President of the Senate 7 


The committee on affairs of State, to whom was referred a 
Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to pro- 
cure additional mail service” after due consideration, have in- 
structed me to report the same to: the Senate, with amend- 
ments, (fo wit: 

Amendment First: 

In first route, after “Brazos” insert Springfield, Fiwokany 
Hills, Corsicana, Porter’s Bluffs and Kingsborough,” and after 
“and” insert “from Springfield via.” and-after cea insert 
“Kingsborough” 

Amendment Second. 

In second route after “Crockett” insert “via Nashville, 
Wheelock, Leona and Alabama.” - 


Amendment Third. 
In fourth route, after “Gilmer” insert “Wilburns.” 
Amendment Fourth. i 


In fifth route, after “Marshall” insert “and Jefferson’ ! and af- 
ter “week” the word“in coaches.” 

Amendment Fifth. 

Add to the resolution-the following. 

26th. From Austin via Youngs settlement to Caldwell, once’ 
a week.” 

“27th, From San António to Castroville, once a week.” 

“28th. From Braunfels to Fredericksburg, once a week.” 

And in 12th route after “Lamar” insert “Copano” add, 
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“29th. From Washington via Fanthorps to Huntsville, once 

a week in coaches,” and recommend the adoption of the amend- 
ments and the passage of the Joint Resolution as amended. 
JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Mr. Jewett offered the following reselution. 


“Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be instruct- 
ed to enquire inte the expediency of of causing a boundary line 
to be established from some point on or near the head waters 
of Red River, to some point on the Rio Grande, north of which 
entries and locations of land warrants shall not be made, until 
otherwise provided by law, and that they report the result of 
their deliberations by bill, or in such manner as they may 
deem expedient. 

Adopted. 

Mr. McRae introduced a bill to be entitled an act te author- 
izewSheriffs to charge and and receive mileage in certain ca- 
ses; read first time. : 

Mr. Wallace introduced a bill to be entitied an act to amend 
the 2nd and 3rd sections of the act concerning divorce and ali- 
mony; approved January 6th, 1841; read first time. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act te regulate proceedings by eerti- 
orari a supersedeas, in civil causes; read third time and 

assed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing Charles Covington 
and his associates to establish a ferry across the river Yea- 
gua, and construct a causeway across the bottom lands thereof, 
was read third time and passed by the following vote. 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na- 
varro,Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten—I18. 

Nays—WNone. 

A bill te be entitled an aet to repeal the 12th section of an 
act entitled an act regulating estrays, approved December 
22d, 1836; read third timé and passed. 
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Resolution of the House of Representatives proposing to go ~ 
into the election of District Attorneys for the-Ist,second, third . 
and seventh Judicial Districts, on Monday the 7th day of Feb- 
ruary, was read. 

Mr. Wallace moved tolay the resolution on the table until 
Monday next. 

Lost. 

On motion ef Mr. Grimes, it was laid upon thetable indefin- 
itely. , 

A message was received froin the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate, that the House had coneurred in the 
amendments of the Senate, to a bill to be entitled an act te lo- 
eatethe county seat of Navarro county. 

Also, that the House had adopted a resolution te ge into the 
election of State Treasurer and a Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts on Monday 7thinst. < 

. Also, that the House had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
to amend the 3rd section of “an act to provide for the disposi- 
tion of the funds received from the United States,” approved- 
3rd January, 1848, . 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal certain sections of, an 
act entitled an act to reduce into one, and amend the several _ 
acts concerning executions, approved January 27th, 1842, to- 
gether with the report of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
offering a substitute therefor, was read. 

And, on motion of Mr. Williamson, made the special order“ 
of the day for Tuesday next. l ' 

A bill to be entitled an act to permit married women to de- 
vise their separate property together with the report ofthe 
committee onthe Judiciary, reporting a substitute therefor, 
was read, and report adopted. 

Mr. Jewett offered the following amendment. 

Insert “now” before “prescribed.” 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Jew- 
ett, by inserting after “now” the words “or may hereafter be” 

_ which was accepted by Mr. Jewett, the amendment as amten- 
ded was adopted. 

Mr. Jewett moved to'strike out “men” and insert “other testa- 
tors. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Jewett, 
by striking out “persons.” 

Adopted.-- 
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Mr. Clark moved to amend by striking out “same” and in- 
serting “such.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Perkins moved te lay the bill and amendments on the 
table. 

Lost. 

The bill was then ordered ta be engrossed. 

Mr. Jewett, by leave, introduced a bill to beentitled an act 
to apportion the Senators and Representatives of the Legisla- 
ture among the several counties of this State; read first time. 

The Senate concurred in the resolution of the House to go 
into the election of State Treasurer and Comptroller of public 
accounts on Monday the 7th inst. k 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat 
of Justice for the county of Newten, together with the report 
ofthe committee on counties and county boundaries thereon; 
was read, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the Senate adjourned untii 10 o’- 
clock, monday Morning. 


* 


- Monday, 16 o'clock, A. M. 
February 7th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Fitzgerald, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, MeRea, Na- 
varro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, and Wootten— 
quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


_ Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills 
reportee “a bill to be entitled an act to permit married women 
to devise their seperate property,” correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the commmitte on the Judisary re- 
ported on a bill ic be entitled an act, to authorize and require 
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the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a patent 
for a league and labor of land to the legal heirs of Henry O. 
Roberts, deceased, assignee of A. O. Williams. 

The President of the Senate appointed Mr. Fitzgerald on 
the following standing committees, in the place of Mr, Kin- 
ney, to wit: 

On the Militia: on Indian Affairs: on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries: and on Counties and on County Boundaries. 

. Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat 
of justice for the county of Newton. . 

Read third time and passed, 

A message was reeeived from the Huuse of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of Liley, a colored woman, and a` 
joint resolution making an appropriation for the payment of 
the pro rata pay dae E. W. Moore, Post Captain commanding 
the late Navy o: Texas, under the provisions of an act of Con- - 
gress of the Republic of Texas. approved 5th February, 1844. 

A committee from the House of Representatives invited the 
Senate to meet the House in the Representative Hall at 12 
o'clock to-day, for the purpose of electing a Comptroller of 
Public Accounts and Treasurer for the State of Texas. 

A bill tobe entitled an act to permit married women te de- 
vise their separate property, was 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill te be enti:led an act authorizigg holders of Promisso- 
ry Notes. Bends, Funded Debt, Audited Claims, or any other 
recognized claim against the Republic of Texas, to surrender 
the same, and receive in lieu thereof land serip: 

A biil te be entitled an act providing for ascertaing the debt 
ofthe late Republic of Texas: and 

A bill to be entitled an act te provide for ascertaining the 
public debt of Texas: 

Were severally read, together with the report of the spe- 
cial committee reporting a substitute therefor. : 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the report was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for ascertaining the 

. public debt of Texas, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Gage offered a substitute for the bill, which was read 
and adopted. 
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Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking out “weeks” after 
“six” in third line, Ist section, and inserting “months.” 
Adopted. 
Mir. Waliace moved to amend by striking out the words “li- 
ability oiy in 8th line. Ist section, and inserting in Heu thereof, 
the words “demand for money against.” 
Adopted. 
r. Wallace moved toamend by striking out “liability,” in 
Oth 3 line, same section, and inserting the words “demand for 
money.” 
Adopted. 
Air. Phillips moved to amend by striking ont “may be,” in 
Sth line, section Ist, and inserting: tyas” 
_ Adopted. l 
Mr. Waliace moved to amend by striking out “Comptroller's 
Office” and inserting “Board of Commissioners at their office” 
Qn motion of Mr. Williamson, 
The Senate ad journed for ten minutes. preparatory to go- 
ing inio the eiertion for Comptroller and Treasurer. 


The time of adjournment having expired, the Senate was 
called to order by the President, and, 

Hin motion of Mr. Clark, repaired to the Representative 
all. 

The roll was called—quorum present: whereupon, 

Mr. Jewett, on the pirt of the Senate, nominated for Comp- 
troiler, Mr. James B. Shaw. 

There being no other nomination, the roll was called, and 
the following $ Senat ors voted for Mr. Shaw, to wit: : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland. Brashear. Bache. Burleson, Guny, 
Dancy, Fitzgerald, Gage. Grimes. Jewett, McRea, Navarro. 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Woot- 
ten—198. 

Mr. Clark was exeused from voting at his request, urging 
reasons reiating fo the constitationality of the election. 

The vate of the House having been announced, it was found 
that Mr Shaw had received 52 votes; onthe part of the Se- 
nate 19 votes—in all 71 votes. Whereupon, 

The Speaker of the House declared Mr. Shaw duly and eon- 
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stitufienally elected Comptroller of Public Actom's for the 
State of Texas, for the term of two years. 

The twe Houses then proceeded to the election of a State 
Treasurer. : 

Mr. Burleson on the part of the Senate, nominated for Tres- 
surer, Mr. James H. Raymond. 

There being ne other nomination, the following Senators 
voted for Mr. Raymond: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, 
Cany, Dancy, Fitzgeraid, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, MeRea, Na- 
yarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten—19. 

Mr. Clark declined xoting.  - 

The vote ofthe House having keen announced, it was found 
that Mr. Raymond had received 52 votes on the part of the 
House, and 19 votes en the partof the Senate—in all 71 votes. 

Whereupon, the Speaker of tke Howse declared Mr. Ray- 
mond duly and constitutionally elected Treasurer of the State 
of Texas for the term of two years. 

The Semate returned to their chamber. 

_ Mr. Abbott moved that the Senate adjourn until 10 o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. . i 

Lost. 

On motion-of Mr Cuny, 

The Senate adjourned wrtil 3 o’cleck, P. M- 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—guorum present. 

The guestion befere the Senate being upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. Wallace, to strike out “Comp roller’s Office,” 
and insert “Board of Commissioners at their office,” to the bill 
to provide fer ascertaining the public debt of Texas. 

The question was put, and the yeas and nays being called, 
steod as follows: l 

Yuas—Messrs, Abbott, Bache, Clark, Fitzgerald, Grimes, 
MeRea, and Wallace—7. 

Nars—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
Jewett, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Williams, Williamson and - 
Weotten—12. 
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So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. Clark moved to amend by striking out in 11th line, Ist 
section, the words “day of Augas’ and insert the words 
“Monday of November.” 

Adopted. i 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by striking out “Paris and Ha- 
vrede Grace in France: London and Liverpool in Great Bri- 
tain; and in the city of Bremen. l 

Rejected. 

Mr. Abbott moved to amend by inserting “Galveston after 
“Fonston.” 

Rejected. 

Mr, Phillips moved to amend by striking ont the 5th and 
6th lines, in 2d section. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out the word 
“Comptroller,” in ist line 2d section, and inserting ‘Board of 
Commissioners.” 

Reiected. 

Mr. Daney moved io amend by striking out “s” after “Comp- 
troller,’ in section 1, line 10, and inserting “at his.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Ciark moved to amend by striking out the 5th and 6th 
lines in section 2d. and inserting the following: “and submit to 
the Legisiature such remarks in relation to the character of 
the claim as he may deem pertinent and proper.” 

Adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’- 
clock, to-morrow morning. 


Tuesday, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
February Bth, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their nemes : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Fitzgerald, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Na- 
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varro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten—quorum present, 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred a “resolution requiring them to enquire 
into the propriety of requiring the Secretary of State to charge 
fees for business done in his office where the State is not con- 
cerned,” reported the following bill, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to create a State Library, and to 
provide a Library Fund, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred a “resolution requiring them to enquire 
intothe propriety of regulating the fees of office for all busi- 
ness transacted in the Genera] Land Office, where the State is 
not concerned,” reported the following bill, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to charge fees for business done in his 
otfice, where the State is not concerned. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported on “a bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the times 
and places of holding the Supreme Court.” Also on a “joint 
resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution of the 
State of Texas.” 

Which reports were read, and laid upon the table, to come 
up with the erders of the day on to-morrow. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman oi the committee on Finanee, report- 
ed back to the Senate “a bill to be entitled'an act to exempt 
certain property from taxation, designed and used for purposes 
of religious worship and of education,” and recommended its 
passage. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the fallow- 
ing bills, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing in what cases the 
Governor may remit fines and forfeitures: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize a special tax to be 
levied upon the citizens of Harris county : and 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of 
Grimes county. 

Also that the House had concurred in the amendments of 
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the Senate to the following bilis and joint resolations, which 
originated in the House, viz; l 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the county boundaries 
of Goliad county: 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Starr: 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Came- 
zon: - 

À bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries of 
Nueces county: and 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts to provide a residence in the city of Austin, for the use - 
of the Governor of the State. 

Mr. Jewett introdneed a bill to be entitled an act to an- ` 
thorize the opening of a turnpike road from the town of Buffa- į 
to, on the Trinity river. (the present county seat of Henderson 
county,) across the Trinity botom, to the high lands on the 
western side of said river. 

Read first time. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for ascertaining the 
public debt of Texas, was read. 

My. Abbott offered a substitute for the bill, which was 
read, and 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, referred together with the bill, to 
the committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal certain sections of an 
act entitled “an act to reduce into ene and amend the several 
acts concerning executions,” approved Jan. 27th, 1842, togeth- 
er with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, reporting 
a substitute therefor, was read 

Report rejected, and 

Cn motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was indefinitely ee 
poned. 

A billto be entitled an act to organize the militia of New- 
ton county, together with the report of the committee on the 
Militia, proposing amendments, was read; report adopted; and 
bill passed to a third reading. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, report- 
ing the fol iowing bills, was read: - 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jesse H. Cart- 
wright; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the 
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Judges of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, 
for the trial of persons charged with the commission of crimes, ” 
the punishment of which, is death—read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the - 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Jewett, by leave, introduced a Joint Resolution for the 
benefit of R. M. Potter, Collector of Customs at Velasco, during 
the years 1842, 1843 and 1844; read first time. 

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule, that the bill 
. might be put upon its second reading. 

st. 

Mr. Grimes, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to grant one league of land to John Conner; a chief of the Del- 
aware tribe, and This band of Delaware Indians; read first time. 

A billto be entitled an act to regulate the price of Land 
Patents, together with the report of the committee on State Af- 
fairs, proposing an amendment, was read; report adopted and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act to change the names of the counties of Cameron, Webb and 
Starr; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Medina, 
together with the report of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries thereon, was read, and bill passed to a 
third reading. l 

Joint Resolution, instructing our” Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to 
procare additional mail service, together with the report of 
the committee on State Affairs, proposing amendments, was 
read and report adopted. 

Mr. Cuny moved to amend by adding after “Wades” in the 
9th route, the words “and Stephen Tippets.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out “and” before 
“Wades,” in 9th route. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williams “moved to amend by inserting “Paris” after 
Kingsborough.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend by adding “From Corpus 
Christi, Nueces county, to the county seat of the county of 
Cameron; once a week. 
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From Corpus Christi to Rio Grande city; once a week. 

From Corpus Christi to Laredo; and also, 

A weekly mail by steamboat or land, up the Rio Grande te 
Laredo, via Rio Grande city.” 

Adopied. 

Mr. Cuny moved to amend by adding “26th from San Felipe 
to Washington, via the new County Neat of Austin county, 
once a week.” 

Adopted. 

The Resolution was then passed to a third reading. 

Joint Resolution, authorizing and requiring the Governor te 
employ some competent person to digest the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas, and of such of the laws of Coahuila and 
Texas as relate to the landed interests of Texas, and of all the 
laws of the past and present session of the Legislature, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, pro- 
posing a substitute therefor, was read and report adopted. 

Mr. Wallace movedto amend the Resolution by adding the 
words “or persc:.s” after ‘ person” in 5th line of ist section; up- 
on which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: . 

Yess—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, 
Navarro, Perkins, Wallace and Villiams—49. 

Nars—Messrs. Bache, Burleson, Clark, Gage. Grimes, Jew- 
ett, MeRea, Phillips, Wiiliamson and Wootten—10. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend by adding to the end of the 
last section, the following words: vand that this Joint Resolu- 
ion take effect from and aiter its passage.” 

Adopted. 

The Resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Gillespie, 
together with the report of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, offering an amendment; was read, and re- 
port adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by inserting in the caption, af- 
ter “Gillespie,” the following words “in honor of Captain Rob- 
ert A. Gillespie, who fell at the battle of Monterey.” 

Adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. : 

Joint Resolution, requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a patent in the name of the heirs of Wil- 
iiam P. Nunn, together with the report of the committee on 
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Private Land Claims; was read; and Resolution passed to a 
third reading. 
«2A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Jere- 
miah Bowlin together with thereport ofthe commaitice on Pri- 
wate Land Claims, was read and passed to a third reading, 
, A bill to be entitled an act concerning the fer «ue of oer- 

_ tain neat cattle, hogs or sheep, together with the r-purt of the 
committee on the Judiciary, proposing an amendment, was 
read; and report adopted, and bill passed to its third reoding by 
the following vote: i 

Ysas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cany, 
Dancy, Grimes, Jéwett, McRea and Phillips—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Bache, Burleson, Fitzgerald, Geze, Navarro, 
Perkins, Wallace, Williams and Williamson—®9. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjenyned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Wednesday, 10 o’cloes, A. M 
2 ‘February ©.5, i848. © 

The Senate was called to order by the Preside .*. 

The following Senators answered to their ram =: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Boi 3-70 ; 
Cuny, Dancy, Fitzgerald, Gage. Grimes. Jewett. 3l- Rea, Na- 
varro,* Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Wiiiemson and 
W ootten—quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read ana adopted. 

Mr. Jewett presented the petition of Louis Sancaes, which 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, was referred to the committee on™ 
Claims and Accounts. 

The President of the Senate announced a communication, 
which was read and found to be a notice of contest of the elec- 
tion for Senater irom the District of San Patricio, Refugio and 
Nueces. ae 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to refer the communication, together 


with his credentials to the committee on Apportionznent, Privi- 
leges and Elections. 
Carried. 
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A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate, that the House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolutions, Viz: 

A bill to be entitled an actto amend the 3d section of an act 
to authorize the Comptroller of Public Accounts to issue du- 
plicates of certain draits issued to Charles Shearn. : 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing County Court of Fort 
Bend, to levy an additional tax. ` 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Robert H. Beale, who was 
permanently disabled in the service of the country. 

Also, the following bills which originated in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the third section of an 
act providing for the transfer of records of administrators to 
new counties, approved 13th May, 1846. 

A bili to be entitled an act to amend the 11th section of an 
act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company. 

Aiso, that the House refuse to concur in the amendments of 
the Senate to a bili to be entitled an act for the relief of those 
persons who are indebied to the State on acccunt of public dues, 
payable in the Promissory Notes of the late Republic. 

Mr. Gage, Chairman of the commitiee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, reported amendments to a bill to be enti- 
tied an act to establish the county seat of Denton county. 

Mr. Jewett offered the following Resolution: 

“Resoized, That the commit:ee on Finance be instructed to 
enquire whether the persons trading with Indians have paid 
license tax to the State theresor, ail whether it be expedient 
to provide by further Legislative enactments, that all persons 
engaged in such trade, whether at the trading house, or at 
any other piace, shali be required to pay to the State a special 
license tax.” 

Adopted. 

The Senste Proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 

A bill to be entitied-an actfor the relief of Jeremiah Bowlin. 

Read third time and passed. ; 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and reqyesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to pro- 
cure additional mail service, was read third time. 

Mr. Cany moved to amend by inserting “once a week,” af- 
ter “ Tippet’s.” 

Adopted, and bill passed. 

Joint resolution requiring the Commissioner -of the Genera 
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Land Office to issue a patentin the name ofthe heirs of Wil- 
liam P. Nunn. 

Read third time and passed. 

ÀA bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Gillespie. 

Read third time. 

- Mr. Dancy moved to amend by adding after “Gillespie,” in 
last line of first section the following words: “in honor of 
Captain Robert A. Gillespie, who fell at the battle of Monte- 
rey.” 

‘i dopted, and bill passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the militia of New- 
ton county. . 

Read third time and passed. 

Mr, Perkins, chairman ofthe committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a “joint resolution authorizing the Governor to employ 
some competent person to digest the laws,” and, 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the price of land pa- 
tents, correctly engrossed. -` 

“ A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Medina.” 

Read third time and passed. - 

A bill to be entitled an act to vest in the county of Austin for 
county purposes, the property of the corporation of the town of 
Şan Felipe. Read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, was laid upon thettable. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of purchasers of lots 
in the city of Austin, and of lots of the tract of land adjoining 
said city. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Jewett offered the following as an additional section: 

“Be it further enacted, That all persons who, having pur- 
chased lots in the city of Austin, and out lots upon town tract 
adjoining, and having made partial payment thereon, have for- 

feited the same by reason of the non-payment of the remaining 
' sums due upon them, shall have an extension of time until the 
first day of July next, to make payment tothe State of the resi- 
due due npon such lots, af.er which time all foreited lots and out 
lots on which payment shall not be made, shali be sold at public 
auction, to the highest bidder, sixty days previous notice hav- 
ing been given by the Comptroller.” x 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill and amendments were 
referred to the cornmittee on Finance. 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of MeKinney & Wil- 
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hams, together with the report of themajority of the committee 
on State Affairs, offering a substitute therefor,and the counter re- 
ort of the chairman of said committee, was read. 

Mr. Brashear moved to lay the report of the majority upon 
the table. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, Jew- 
ett and Mic Rae—7. 

Nays.—ALessrs. Abbott, Bourland, Bache, Burleson, Fitzger- 
aid, Gage, Navarro, perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Wil- 
liamson and Wootten—13. 

Motion Jost. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the report of the majority 
was adopted. 

Mr. Brashear offered to amend the bill by adding the follow- 
ing as an additional section: 

Sec. “Be it further, enacted, That William G. Evans, 
Assessor and Collector for the county of Harris, one of the ear- 
liest pioneers of Texas, who passed through its revolutionary 
struggies with distinguished honor, having participated to the 
fullest extent of his powers and means in its various and many 
troubles, toils and conflicts, near to the sacrifice of his last 
dollar, in ease he should ever detainfrom the Treasury Depart- 
ment any Pabiy Revenue by him collected, shall have the same 
and niest remedial redress, io himself and securities that is 
contemplated and extended to the party or parties, under the 
provisions of the above recited sections : 

Provided, always, Thathe or they shall shield their pleas and 
petitions under equally plausible pretexts. 

Provided, further, he being avery poor man, unable from the 
want ofspare means and time, to go througha legislative can- 
vass, necessary to attain the contemplated object, shall have his 
redress in the District Court.” 

Upon which amendment the yeas and nays were called, and 
stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Grimes and McRae—4. 

Nays— Messrs, Abbott, Bourland, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Dancy, Fitzgerald, Gage, Jewett, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, 
Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—16. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Ar. Phillips moved to amend by inserting ofter the word 
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« suit,” in last line of second section, the following words: “and 
commissions for collecting, as prescribed by law in cash. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Brashear moved to refer the billto the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the Engrossment 
ef the Bill, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Bache, Burleson, Fitzger- 
ald, Gage, Jewett, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Wil- 
liams, Williamson and Wootten—l4. 

Nays—Alessrs. Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes and 
McRae—6. R 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed: 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to regulate the proceedings on a trial of the right of property 
seized by a sheriff, constable or other officer by virtue of an ex“ 
ecution, attachment or other writ, when the same or a part of it 
may be claimed by a person not a party to said execution, at- 
tachment or writ. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize a special tax to be 
collected in the county of Guadaloupe. 

Read second time. l 

Mr. Dancy moved to refer it to the committee on Finance. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William Plucker, read second 

time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a joint resolution relative to 
a division of the Supreme Court. 

Read firsttime. 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, entitled 
“an act to create the county of Smith,” approved April 11th, 
1846. j 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referredto the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. - 
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A bill to be entitied an act to Incorporate the town of Mont- 
gomery. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill tobe entitled an act to authorize Sarah Ann Kelton, 
wife of Oliver P. Kelton, a lunatic, to make valid conveyances 
of her real estate and negroes. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entiv'ed anact to establish a State Penitentiary. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of ME Jewett, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Jewett moved to re-consider the vote of yesterday which 
passed to a third reading “ A bili to be entitled an act concern- 
ing the iorfeiture of certain neat cattle, hogs or sheep,” which 
mofion Was, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, a bill to be entitled an act fer the re- 
lief of Jesse H. Cartwright was taken up,read second time, and 
ordered io be engrossed, 

Gn motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate insisted on their 
amendments to a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those 
persons who are indebted to the State on account of public 
dues, payable in the promissory notes of the late Republic. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town sof Spring- 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
the Jndiciary. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock, to-mor- 
Tow morning. 

Lost. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1548. 

Read second time. and, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the commitiee on State 

A bil to be entitled an act to create the county of Kaufman. 

Read second time, and, 
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On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to amend the second section ofan 
act for the incorporation ofthe town of Paris, the county seat of 
Lamar county, approved February 3d, 1845. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize sheriffs to charge and 
receive mileage in certain cases. 

Read second time, and, 

Qn motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

A billte be entitled an act to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature, among the several counties 
of this State. 

Read second time, and, : 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on Ap- 
portionment, Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Bache moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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Thursday, Half-past 9 o’clock, a. m. 
February 10th, 1848. 


~ "Phe Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Fitzgerald, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, 
Perkins, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten. 

Quorum present. 

The Journal ofthe precedinng day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Navarro presented the petition of C. Johnson, which, 

On motion of Mr. Navarro, was referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

A. message was received from the House of Representatives, 


2&8 


inform: 2 t> Senate that the House‘had passed the following 
bills, Yaz... 


Ab. .2 entitled an act regulating attachments; 

: coe - . senlitied an act to incorporate the city of Lavaca: 

Als v o owing bill, which originated in the Senate, viz. 

Abs. © .eentitied anact to amend the third section of an 
act, en- : an act, concerning slaves, approved February ath, 
1540, 

Mr . oe. chairman of the committee on the Jadiciary, te 
won’ _~ pred 


Abu. .2eniited an act to amend the first, fourth and fifth 
section: |<. act, approved 224 day of December, 1536, enti- 


uedan -v .¢gulatisge esirays, reported the same back to the 
Senate _. :-eommended i its passage. 

Air.¢ ©: Tom the same committee to whom was referred 
abil « niied “an act te authorize and require the Judges 
or the . -~ Courts to hotd special sessions thereof, for the 
trialo: o ‘ss charged with the commission of crimes. the 
pais: _.... .or which is death.” reported the same back to the 
sengie | . .esommend that it be laid upon the table. 


Rar. 2 o7.-s0n, Chairman of the committee on the Militia te 
whom -= tcrred a “Joipt Resolution for the benefit of the 
Texas .. eers, called into the service of the eouatry in the 
year i=- . >-Lorted the same back te the Senate, and recom- 
menue | usage 


Ne. + -is.ams Chairman of the select committee to which 
Was te. m- ua Dill to be entitied an actto establishthe seye- 


taldu. .. _tstriets of the Distriet Courts.” 

nee ~. © be entitled amet to establish the Judicial Dis- 
tricis «1: «siriet Courts,” reperied a substitute therefor, 
aad re -ued its passage. 

Mr. iou lod introdneed a bili to be entitled an act to in- 
corpoi -l 1.. ywo of Jefferson. 

iien tes ae a 4g we, 

“lr. in. -Eered the following resolution. 


Res `> ue Senate. the House of Representatives esm 


289 


curring, that ihe committee on contingent expenses, be instruc- 
ted jointly to contract with some suitable person to take 
charze of the capital and the furniture therein, belonging to 
the S:ate, immediately alier the adjournment of the present 
sesion of the Legislature, which contract shall have the force 
and edect of a penal bond, conditioned tor thesafe keeping of 
th: capital and the ‘urniture thereunto belonging, stationary 
excepted, and the delivery thereof to the proper authorities, oa 
the meeting ot the next Legislature. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor to 
employ some competent person to digest the laws. 

Read third time and passed. 

` A vill to be entitled an act to regulate the prices of Land 
Pa ents. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bil to be eu.itieu an actiu amend the third section of an 
act ty provide for the disposition of the funds received from 
the Uni ed States, approved 3rd January, 1848. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend thè 2nd and 3rd sec- 
tion~ of the act eoncern.ng Divorce and Almony, approved May 
Gus 154l; regd secund time; and, 

-àn motion of mr. Wallace, re.erred to the committee on the 
Jud.ciary. 

Joint Resolu-ion in behalf of Hdward A. Weyman a resident 
eitizen of the couaty of Nueces, together with the report of the 
committee on State Affairs, offering amendments was read; 
re;-ort adopted and Resolution passed to a third reading. 

vint Resolution making an appropriation ior the payment 
ofthe pro rata pay due E. W. Moore, Post Captain command- 
ing the late Texas Navy, unter the provisions of an act of 
Coagressof theRpeublic of Texas, approved 5th February,1€44; 

„ead first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Liley, a colored 
woman. 

i ead first time. 

A billto beentitled an act to establish the ceunty seat of 
Grimes County. 

liead first time. : oF 

19 


A bil to be entitiel an act preseribing in what cases, th: 
Governor may remit ines and for-eitures. 

Read first time. 

A bil to be entitled an aet te authorize a special tax io be 
levied upon the eitizens o^Tiarris county. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Gage Cucirman oi the committee on counties and coun- 
ty boundaries. o whom was reierred “a bill tebe entitled an 
act to provide tor the permanent location of the county seat gf 
Cass county:” reported a substitute for the same, and recom- 
mended its adeption. 


A Billi to be entitiecd an act regulating attachments. 
Reud first time. 


A DIL to be cena an actanthorizing the county Court cl 
Fort Bend to iav an additional tax. 


Kent first time, 

Joint Resoln jon for the relief of Robert H. Beall, who wa: 
permaneu”iy Gisapied in the service of the country. 

Read first time. 

Air. Dbanev. by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
fo? the relief of Kisiah Tayi 407, Whose maiden name was Kisi- 
ah Orv a " 

Read first time. 

A bill te be entitied an act teanthorize the Comptroller ot 

Publie Accounts ie issue duplicates of certain drafts to Charies 


A bH to be entitied on act te grant one league of 
sour Conner. 2 Chiefotthe Delaware tribe, and bis band o: 
Denware indians. 

RELL second time: 

And, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on 
Probie Langs. 

A billto be entitied an ast to change the names of the coun- 
ties of Cameron, Webb and Starr. 

Bor = gergi time. 

Mr. Gage moves to amend by striking out “Palo Alto” anc 
inserting “Tayior.” 


Gn motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill and amendment were 


Pot 


referre] tothe committee on counties and eounty boundaries. 
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The following report from the committee on the Judiciary 
vas read. 

The Judiciary committee ask leave toreturn to the Senate 
, bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
‘al | and Office. to issue a patent for one league and labor of 

and to the legal heirs of Henry O. Roberts, deceased, assignee 
of A, O. Williams. 

The cominittee undertake to express no opinion upon the 
nerits of this application. £ r land. They are not satisfied from 
he evidence before them. to recommend a compliance with the 
ietitioners request; and as the business upon their hands is of 
uch a character as to prevent their giving the case that inves- 
igation, which justice to all parties concerned, perhaps re- 
juires, they suggest the propriety of referring it some other 
ind appropriate committee. Under the circumstances they ask 
o be relieved from its furth consideration. | 

i EDWARD CLARKE, 
Chairman. 


Which report was adopted, and bill, 
On motion of Mr. Wallace referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Glaims. 


Mr. Gage, Chairman of the committee on counties and coun- 
'y boundaries, to whom was referred a billto be entitled an 
act to amend an “act supplementary to an act to create and or-. 
ganize the county of Panola,” reported it back to the Senate 
with a substitate therefor, and recommended its adoption. 


Joint Resolution for the benefit of R. M. Potter, Collector of 
Customsat Velascc, during the years 1842, 1843 and 1844. 

Read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on Fi- 
aance. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to charge fees for business done in 
ais office when the State isnot concerned, 

Read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson referred to the committee on 
he Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create a State Library, and to 
provide a Library fund. 


a 
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tead second time. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by striking out the second sec- 
tion. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill was referred to the com. 
mittee on State affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an ect to authorize the opening and con- 
struction of a Turnpike road across the Trinity bottcm. 

Read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Clark, refe 
ternal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an act(to exempt certain property fcr 
taxation, designed and used fyr purposes of religious v er: hip 
and of education, was read, and 
~ On motion of Mr. Williamson, laid upon the table. 

Joint resolution pr¢posin, an amencment te the constitutia 
of the State of Texas. together with the re port of the commit 
iee on the Judiciary thereon, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the report and re solut iv 
were laid upon the tabie. 

Mr. Williams by leave introduced a bill to be entitled a: 
act io provide ior the printing of the Laws and Journals. 

Read first time. 

A bilito be entitled an act to prescribe the times ard Hi lace 
of holding the Supreme Court, together with the report 
committee on the Judiciary thereon, v was read. and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill, together with the reper 

was laid upon the tabie: 

Joint resolution relative to a division of the Supreme Court 

Read second time. and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid upon the table. . 

The following report from the comunitiee on Counties a1: 
County Boundaries, was read: 


edto the committee on In- 


aT 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries have 
had under consideration a bill to be entitled an act to esiab 
lish the county seat of Denton county, and have instruc‘ed mi 
to reportit backto the Senate with the iolowing amendmeris 
and recommend their adoption and the passage of the bill. 

ist amendment—section Ist, 4th line, strike out “Alton. 

2d amendment—section 4th, od line, sirike cut “Denton 


county” and insert “and all writs heretofore issued. returnable 
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to Pinckneyville, shall be returned to, and tried at the town of 


Alton.” 
D. GAGE, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted, and bill passed toa third read- 
ing. 

“A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the prozeedings on 2 
trial of the rights of property seized by a Sheriff. Constable or 
other officer, by virtue of an execution, attachment, or other 
writ, when the same ora part of it may be claimed by a per- 
son not a party to said exeeution, attachment or writ. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled -an act te incorporate the city of La 
Vaca. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Grimes offered-the following resolution : 


“Resolved, That the committeeon Public Lands be required 
to take into consideration the propriety of selling or other- 
wise disposing of the alternate sections reserved for the use of 
the government, in the colonies granted by the late Republic 
of Texas, and that they be required io report by bill or other- 
wise.” 


Adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson: the Senate adjourned until 
10 o'clock to-merrow morning. 


Friday, 10 o’clock, A. M. 
February 11th, 1948. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names: 


el 
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“Messrs. Abbott, Bourland. Brashear. Bache, Burleson. Clark, 
Cans. Darev, Gage. Grimes, Jeweilt. Miekea. Navarre. Perkins, 
Phillips. Waliace, Wiliams. Williamson and Wootten—guo. 
TEIR BTESPRL 

Mr. Clark. Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the jonowing reports: 


The JeGeiars committee have bag n. consideration 
Lil to be ext sled “an act to authorize S ron Kelton, 
of diver P, Kelton. a a iunat tie, 10 Men vaid convevanees t t 
her rea! eslais anc neg “and a mojority of said commitic 
Save instracter me io report sait bE) pack te the Senate wit 
she Teccrumienuation thal it be passec. 


z 4b 


say + 


The scciciary committee have vaa a bill to be ent 
tel nan act to to ineerporate the town ef Moentgomerr.” er 
“2 Ell tz gs Pani an aetio in. eae ate the town of Spric, 


Be. GD ni me to return the same to the Senate. andr 
Comment thelr passage. 


Mr. Perkims mace the following report. 


Committee Hoorn 
euraary Iih. IMA. 


~ n 
į SHEET 


Poa] 
ey f 7 
ee a a AA 


Prisiden: gf the Senate : 


A maisrity of the committee on Private Land Claims. $ 
Wis: wes eae the “petition ot James A Mason. n 


har of te Widow and heirs of Jonn Joseph Odenath als: 
“Bil. to Se eniiied an ast ior the relief of William K. Moke 
nave =.2 tae same under consiceration, and direct me i 
mise the iSLiwing report : £ 

The ee presents the facts sastainen by th- eR of tez 
timonui. “hat the said Jonn Josep (denata, a marr o 
cmigatsd to the Repabiie of Tezas, and entered the army € 
‘nat Republiecn the 8d Junza, 1593, ard continued therein ux 
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tilthe army was disbanded. The Harris county board of Land 
Commissioners. in view of these facts. granted him a certifi- 
cate on the 20th June, 18358; for one league and one labor less 
one-third of land, being the balance due him as his headright. 
The investigating board of Land Commissioners rejected the 
certificate. 

The grounds of rejection are unknown to the committee, nor 
ean they conceive why it was done. That he was justly en- 
titied te the certificate and the locations under it, they have no 
doubt, an? had the petitioner instituted suit on or before the 
1st os July, 1847, the claim would have been established 
through the courts : but that limit is now passed, and the claim 
barred uuderthe 2d section of the lith article of the constitu- 
tion of the State of Texas. and the certifiente and all locations 
and surveys thereon forever null and void. 

Tte same provisions in the constitution will apply to the bill 
to be entitled an “act for the relief of William K. Melton.” 
Th- board of Land Commissioners for Sabine county issued 
on the 19th February, 1838, a certificate tur one labor of lund 
to said Melton, as an augmentation to his headright. - The in- 
yestigating beard of Commissioners not having recommended 
the same. and he not instituting suit thereon, in compliance 
with ihe requisition of the constitution. his claim is barrid, 
and all locations and surveys thereon forever pull and void. 

The article embraced in the constitution barzing these claims 
will deprive many meritorious persons, who have served their 
country in the hour of peril, or iheir just and weil earned titles 
to lands, and the widows and orphans of others who died in 
defence of the late Republic. However oppressive this may 
be, the State Legislature has no power to grant relief and re- . 
store their lost rights by making a ferther donation. The or- 
dinaace (embraced within the constitution of the State,) ac- 
cepting the terms of annexation proposed by the United States 
government, one of which terms is that Texas shall retain all 
the vacant aud unappropriated lands lying within its limits, to 
be applied to the payment oi debts and liabilities of said Re- 
public of Texas, is regarded by the committee asa lien upon 
the public lands in favor of the creditors of the late Republic, 
and that the State of Texas has no right to dispose of any of 
the public domain otherwise than to carry out, in good faith, 
tae intent of said ordinance. They would therefore return ihe 
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for the incorporation of the town of Paris, the county seat of 
Lamar county : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jesse H. Cart- 
wright: 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow set offs in rertain cases. 

Mr. Gage, chairman of the com ai.ee on Couades and 
County Boundaries, made the following reports : 


“The committee on Counties and Cou ty Boundaries, to 
which was referred a bill to be entitled au act supplementary to 
“an act to create the county of Smith,” approved April 11th, 
18-46, have had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed me to return it to the Senate, and re.ommend its passage 
with the fuilowing amendments, to wit: 

Ist section, Sth line, strixe out the word the” before the 
words “town lots.” 

In same section, 7th line, insert the word “and.” 

Same section, 10th line, after “county.” strike out the word 
“and.” 

In same line, after the word “jail,” insert “and such other 
publie buildings as they may deem necessary.” 

Strike out the remainder of the section after the word “them” 
in the i2th line, and insert in lieu thereof, “in carrying out the 
provisioas of this act.” e 


Mr. Gage also made the foilowing report: 


“The committee on Countie-aad County Boundaries, to which 
was referred a biil to be entitled aa avt to create the county of 
Hays, heve had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed ine to report it back to the Senate, with a substitute, by way 
of amendment, and recommend its adoption in place of the ori- 
ginal biii.” 


$ 
JMr. Phillips made the following report: 
“The select committee to whom wasreferred a bill to be en- 


titled an asio losat the county seat of D> Witi couaty, re- 
wort the same back to the Senate, with the following amend- 


t 
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ment, andr B rapes its adopt on, and the passage of the bill, 


Strike outthe 5th sect 
AL H. PHILLIPS, C hairm an” 


T P EE E E £77 = 
Air. Jewett mace the following report: 


+ 
“The regia committees to whom was referred iwo b LS pro- 
viding for the election of Bæctors fcr President and ue e Pre. 
silent ai the United States, have had the same uncer conside- 
ration and a cudjority of the cormmuitee instruct me to report 
the saostittte herewith submitted, and recommend Its olope 
dom Mra 


H., J. JEWETT, Crairman.” 


Mr, Perk’os, chairman of the copusittee on Private Lan 
am- g facie T= £ i 


i amn Pineken reported the same back to the Senate, and 
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By reference to the 20th section of an act entitled an act 
reduce into one, and to amend the several acts relating to t! 
establishment of a General Land Office, passed 14th Decer 
ber, 1887, they find a patent cannot issue on any order of su 
vey made prior to closing the Land Offices in 1835, unless 
certificate had been obtained from some board of Land Cor 
missioners. The committee have no evidence that such cer 
ficate was ever obtained. If the law has not been compli 
with in this respect, the courts are yet open tu the relief of t 
petitioner, which will be found by ‘reference to the 11th sectic 
of “an act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent lai 
certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal clair 
ants,” approved February 4th, 1841. 

They would therefore ask leave to be relieved from the fi 
ther consideration of the petition. 

5. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Mr. Wallace, chairman of the select committee to whom wa 
referred a bill to be entitled an act supplemental to the act er 
tittled “an act to regulate proceedings in District Courts,” ar 
proved 13th May, 1546, reported two additional sections, an 


recommended that they and the bill be referred to the comm!’ 
tee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on Education, t 
whom was referred a bill to establish the University of Sa 
Augustine, reported a substitute for the same, and recommend 
ed its passage. 


_ Mr. Gage introduced a bill to be entitled an act authorizing 
and requiring the transfer of the succession of Alexander Jor 
dan, deceased, from Nacogdoches to Rusk county. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act to legal 
ize the marriage of Eli Gray with Ann Eliza Gray. 

Read first time. , 

Mr. Fitzgerald introduced a bill to be entitled an act to defin 
the boundaries of the county of Refugio. 

Read first time. 


i ~ 
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Mr. Abbott introduced a bill to be entitied an act for the relie? 
of those persons having Promissory Notes of the govei nment, 
that have beed canceued by A. A. M. Jackson, a. ugen., &e, 
which said Promissory Notes have not been tnudeu nor re- 
eeemed. 

Read fret tine, 

The Senate proceeded tothe orders ofthe day. 

A bil to be eniitled enact to establish ihe county seat of 
Denton county. 

Read third ime and passed. 3 

A bil to he entitled an act to provide for the printing of the 
Laws and Journals. 

Read second time: and 

On motion af Alr. Clark, referred to the committee on Fi- 


E E ETT PE Te ae Sau 
A LiL to De entitedan at to incorporate ine town of Jeler- 


Read sezond time: and 

On motion of Mx. Bouriand, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs, 

A biil to be entitled an act to amead the 3rd section of an 
act to provide for the disposit:on oi the iunds received from the 
United Staes, approved 52d January, 154: 

Bead sceond time. 


2 ʻ PES IRT Tags + z P eee ET R 
Ancdlo@:motiun of yir. Clorsrelerred tu toe eaurittee on 


Ali. 19 be ented an aette antuorize a specjal tax to be 
levied uyon the «i izens of slarrs coun ye 
Read seggui time: and, i 
£ 


$ = «XT P Pp ? 5 » 43 ` 
On motion of Dir. Gage, referr d tothe committee on the Ju- 


A bil to be entiled an aet pie-criing In what eases the 


Governor may remit Bues and :urtel.ures. . 


Read seeont time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to ihe committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Resolution, of-red on yesterda., by Mr. Grimes, relative te 
contracting with seme sultable person. to take charge of the 
Capital, ée. during the recesiey the Lepisiature we» read 
anc adop.ed. 

A DU] to be entitled an ast to establish the couaty seat of 
Grimes county. 
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Read second time; and, . 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on 
eouaties and county boundaries. 

A bill te be entitled an act for the relief of Liley, a colored 
woman. 

Read second time; and, 

Oa moio ı of Mr. Jewett referred to the committee on State 
Alairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating attachments. 

Read second time; and, l 

Oa motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
dic.ary. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Kisiah Taylor, 
whose m úden name was Kisiah Cryer. 

itead secvuud time; and, - 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, 

Apu: o be entitled an act to authorize the Comptroller of 
Pubiue Ac -ountsto issue duplicates of certain drafts issued to 
Caarles Shearn. 

Read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Joi Resolution for the relief of of Robert H. Beall, who 
wh: was permanently disabled in the service of.the country. 

Read second time; and, 

Ou motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vaie Land Claims. . 

A biil to be entitled an aot to authorize the County Court of 
For: B: nd to levy an additional tax. 

Pead second time; and, 

Ou motion of Mr. Cuny, laid upon the table. 

A bill to ve entitled an act to incorporate the city of La- 
Vaca. 

‘Read’second time. - 

Mr. Abbott moved to refer it tothe committee on counties 
and county boundaries. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, it was referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Joint Resolution making an appropriation for the payment 
of the pro rata pay due E. W. Moore, Post Captain Comman- 


- 


3u2 


ing late Texas Navy, under the provisions of an act of 
‘ongress of the Republic of Texas, approved 5th February, 
844. 

Read second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

A bill to be enfitled an act to amend an act supplementary 
to an act to create and organize the county of Panola, togeth- 
er with the report of the cemmittee on counties and county 
boundaries, oifering a substitute therefor; was read, and re- 
port adopted. 

Mr. Clark offered a substitute for the bill, which was read: 

And. On motion of Mr. Clark, referred together with the bill 
to the committee on Publie Lands. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
nforming the Senate that the House had yasseđ a bill to be 
‘ntitled an act for the relief ofthe widowand heirs at law of 
Wajor James S. Holmes, deceased. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the permanent lo- 
ation of the county seat ef Cass county, together with the re- 
ert of the committee on e:.anties and county boundaries, re- 
sorting a substitute therefor, was read; report adopted, and bil! 
srdered to be engrossed. . 

A bill tobe entitled an act so authorize and require the 
Judges of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof fdr 
the trial of persons charged with the ccmmission of crimes, the 
punishment for which is death, together with the report of the 
committee on the Judiciary thereon, recommending that it te 
laid apon the table was read, and report adopted. 

Joint Resolution for the benefit of the Texas volunteers, call- 
ed into the service of the ecuntry in the year 1846, together 
with the report of committee on the Miliiia thereon, was 
reac; and. 

On motion of Mr. Clark. ordered to be engrossed. . 

A bill to be entitled au act to amend the first, fourth and fifth 
sections of an act regulating estrays, approved December 226, 
1536, together with the report of the committee on Judiciary 
thereon, was read: anc, 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitied an act for the relief of Jesse H. Cart- 
wright. 

Read third time and passed, 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend the second section of an 
ict for the incorporation of the town of Paris, the county seat 
of Lamar county. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled ah act to allow set offs in certain cases, 
read; and, * 

On motion-of Mr. Wallace, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, 

A bill to be entitled an act supplemental to, and explanato- 
ry of an act entitled “an act regulating attachments”! «pprov- 
ed January 28th, 1889; was taken up and referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Joint Resolution in behalf of Edward A. Weyman a resident 
citizen-of the county of Nueces. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend “an act to establish the 
several Judicial Districts of the District Courts.” 

-And a bill to be entitled an act to establish the Judicial Dis- 
tricts ofthe District Court, together with the report of the se- 
lect committee offering a substitute therefor," was read; ', 

And on motion of Mr. Perkins were made the special order 
of the day for Monday next. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the widow and 
heirs at law of Major James S. Holmes, deceased. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Saturday, 10 o’clock, A. M. 
February 12th, 1848.- 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten— 
quorum present. : 

The Journal of the preceding dav was reed and adopted. 


301 


Mr. Perkins presented the petition of Samuel W. Fisher, 
Wh ch vus 22 eP Gd, 

Gam tioi o A r. Perki..s, to the commitiee on Claims and 
Acevuis. 

M.. Diney p or-ser¢d the peiiion of J. W. EL. Wallace, 
prayiag .or r leg whieh was reads and, 

OG. motion of 2uc. Bu. eson, .ererred {> a special commit- 
iee. 

Messrs. Burleson, Williams and Wootten were appointed 
said ecmmitice. 


Mr. Gage, (lairman of the committee on counties and 
eounty bua.durics made the following reports, viz: 


The committee on counties an] county boundaries, to which 
was referm | a bill to be entitled an actto establish the ecunty 
seat of Griii.e.~ county have had the same under cons.deratiun 
and instrected me to report it back to the Senate, and recon 

* 


menu lis passage. 


The committee on counties and county beundaries, to which 
was referred a bill to be entried an act to change the names 
of the counties of Cameron, Webb and Starr, have had the 
same under eunsideration, and a majority of said committee 
have instructed me to return the Lillte the Senate, with a sub- 
siitute ior the sara», and recommend its adoption in place ofthe 
origina: bill. 


The committee on counties and county boundaries, to which 
was relerred an met to create tne county cf Kaufman, have 
had the same u der consideration and recommend its passage. 

Wb ‘he fol v ug am: ndme nt. . 

Infseconc sec i: n, s'ecnd iine, after “William Price,” insert 

the names o.*.>. &. Parsons and Abner Jobns:on.” 


Mr. Abbott. Chairman ofthe ecmmittce on Enrolled Buls, 
reported an a tto mend the 3rd scetion of an act entitled an 
acı concerning slaves, ipproved February 5ih, 1840, correctly 
enrolled, aud tai suid aci Was transmitted to the Governor on 
the 11th inst. ior approval, 


aiiai 
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Mr. Dancy from the committee on Claims and Accounts 
made the following report: 


The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred “a Joint Resolution, making an appropriation for the 
payment of the pro rata pay, due E. W. Moore, Post Captain 
commanding late Texas Navy, under the provisions of an act 

‘of Congress of the Republic of Texas, approved 5th Feb., 
1844; alter considering the same, report 

_ That three of the committee were present; one was in favor 
of the “Joint Resolution,” and two were against it. 

A majority do not believe it proper to open the Treasury, for 
the payment of old claims at this time. As there is a diversi- 
ty of opinions oa the subject of this resolution among the mem- 
bers of the commiitee, and asthe Senate has taken a deep in- 
terest in ihe settlement of Commodore E. WW. Moore’s claims, 
the committee have instructed me to return the “Joint Resolu- 
tion” to the Sena‘e, in order that the majority may act on the 


_ matter as they may think proper: 
JON W. DANCY, 
Acting Chairman, * 


A message was received from the Housé of Representatives, 
informing the Seaate, that the House had passed the following 
bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Mount 
Pleasant, in Titus county. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Berkley 
Academy of Moatgomery county. 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendment of the 
Senate to the isiiow.nz bills and joint Resolutions, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the militia of New- 
ton coun‘y, 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Gilles- 
pie, and 

Joint Resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Olfice to issue a patent in the name of the heirs of Wil- 
liam P. Nunn. 

Also, that the House had concurred in all the amendments 

‘of the Sena’e to a Joint Resolution instructing our Senators 


and requesting our Representatives in the Congress of the Uni- 
20 
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ted States, to procure additional mail service, with the excep- 
tion of the 1st amendment, which they refuse to concur in. 
Aiso, that the House had appointed Messrs. Burroughs, 
Pease, Crutcher, Staart and Runnels, a committee of con:er. 
rence on à bill to be en‘itlelan act forth- reliefofthose persons 
whoa reindedted to the State on account of public dues.payable 
in the Promissory Notes of the late Republic, and request the 
appointment of a like committee on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. Dancy made the following report: 


: Committee Room, 
i February 11, 1848, 


3. A. Greer 
President of the Senate: - 


ne committee on Claimsand Accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Luis Sanchez, iasiruci me to report, that it 
has seen shown to their satisfaction, that Captain Sanchez, as 
ciree.cd by General Rusk, in 183. and 1839, took under his 
sare a number of destituie women and children, who were 
leit unprotected aiter the rebellion of 1838, near Nacogdo- 
ches. oF 
The Quarter Master was allowed a large amonnt for sup- 
porting others similarly situated, and the committee feel satis- 
tied that Captain Sanchez ought to have been paid at the same 
time. From some cause he was complimented, but not paid 
for his serviees. Captain Sanchez isa Mexican, who has been 
true to Texas under the most trying circumstances. He has 
involved himsel? by relieving those who were committed io his 
care. His farm has beeb sold to pay debts eontraeted to ad- 
minisier to the wants of the destitute. Aeting as he believed 
in the cause of his country, and endeavoring to give com.ort 
to suffering humanity, he eomes before the Legislature with 
peculiar merit; and if there is a disposition te relieve any one, 
s helping hand shunid be extended to Captain Sanehez. who 
at the cail of his country, did not hesitate to invoive bimself cer 
the purpose of relieving the distresses of the unfortunate. If 
Captain Sanchez had been an American, and acted as b- has 
done, he would have been as meritorious as any one who has 
presented his claims to the Senate. But when we reccliect 
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that he belongs to a people, against whom the strongest preju- 
dices exist in Texas, aud that, in spite of every thing, he has 
‘Deen true to the Republic, while many of his countrymen were 
in arms against us, and has stepped forward at the cali of his 
country, to relieve the innocent victims of an unfortunate re- 
bellion, we are forced to believe that his claim is equal, if not 
superior to any which has been presented to this Legislature. 

his committee, {although they were satisfied that Stuart 
Perry had a good claim against Texas for a large amount of 
money,) reported his claim back te the Senate, and believing 
.it inexpedient to make appropriations of money to pay old 
debts, recommended that it be postponed until the Legislature 
should act upon the subject of the public debt. 
~ They still think that the Treasury is not in a condition to 
justify us in paying olddeb‘s. But to place thisjmatter fairly be- 
fore the Senate, the committee now return the papers, and say, 
that if the Legislature is disposed to pay any claims, they can 
see no good reason why this should be passed by. 

> JON W. DANCY, 


Acting Chairman. 
Mr. Williams made the following report; 


Committee Room, 
Austin, February , 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, . 
President of the. Senate: 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to which was re- 
ferred a Resolution of the Senate, requiring this committee to 
enquire into the expediency of incorporating a Joint Stock | 
Company for the purpose of removing obstructions in, and ren- 
dering navigable the Trinity river; have had the same under con- 
sideration, and after availing themselves of every information 
which could in any way furnish a data upon which to torm a 
report. The subject seems to embrace the following consid- 
erations for discussion. i 

ist. The constitutionality of an act incorporating such a 
company as the Resolution contemplates. 

2adly. The policy of such an act, and 

+t 
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3diy. The practicability of rendering the Trinity River Nav- 
igable, and by what system of improvement. 

“nder the first division of the subject is considered the con- 
stitutionality of such an. act, as the Resolution contemplates, 
of which the committee entertain no doubt. Yet the commit- 
tee believe this power should be exercised with great caution, 
and eare should be observed in framing every act, having for 
its object the incorporation of Joint Stock Companies, so as to 
guard against the pernicious effect of monopolies in Govern- 
ments like ours, to grant an exclusive privilege to a company 
to improve and navigate our rivers would create a monopoly 
which this committee could not recommend. 

Our Constitution wisely provides that “no private corpora- 
tion shall be created unless the bill creating the same shall be 
passed by two-thirds of both Houses of the Legislature,” which 
will, at ail times, have a tendency to protect the State against 
an improper exercise of the power delegated, and-the Legisla- 
ture should investigate every application for such corporation, 
and become fully satisfied that the improvement proposed will 
be of benefit and convenience to the community in the midst 
of which itis to be made, and at the same time ef benefit to 
the State. a 

That the improvement of the navigation of this river will be 
of great convenience and benefit to the citizens residing on or 
near the same, and at the same time greatly increase the value 
of their property, the committee entertain no deubt. 

Lands lying adjacent to this river cannot be surpassed in 
the fertility of the soil, producing every variety of grain, in ad- 
dition to the usual products of the same latitude, and only re- 
quire facility of transportation to Induce capitalists at once to 
settle and oceupy the entire country through which it passes, 
causing lands to become more valuable, enriching their pres- 
ent owners, and at the same time greatly increasing the reve- 
nue of the State. 
~ As it regards the policy of granting a charter for the improve- 
ment of this river, the committee could urge that it would at, 
once bring to notice that portion of the country in which the 
State has perhaps more direct interest than in any other. Two 
large colonization grants have been made upon this river, and 
by a provision in each, the State reserves the right to each al- 
ternate section of land, which is yet to be disposed of by the 
State, the value of which will be increased tenfold by such 
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improvement. In addition to this the committee believe that 
the completion of this work will insure its speedy connection 
with Red River, by rail road or turnpike; thereby furnishing an 
outlet from that portion of the State bordering on Red River, 
through our own ports, and by which our planters on the Gulf 
and other parts of the State can be furnished with every article 
of provisions wanting, at a lower price than by New Orleans. 
From the result of several years experience, no portion of the 
United States can compete with the Northern prairies of our 
State in the cultivation of wheat, our harvest being from four 
tosix weeks earlier than in Ohio—our climate more dry, we 
will be thereby enabied to -hayve-our flour in market upon the 
Gulf, earlier, which will seeure to our farmers many advanta- 
ges whieh the farmers of other States can never possess; and 
when the committee believe fhat it certainly should be the 
policy of the State to protect-every-interest, know of no better 
means than by internal improvement, when the same has that 
for its object, and in this instanee, connect the North with the 
South, and the interest of each will be reciprocally protected, 
the North can furnish the South with its flour, and receive in 
exchange its sugar. 

But in addition to this, the comniittee-cannot close this ‘part 
of their report without expressing their views upon the im- 
portance of such a work as a national object—render the T'ri- 
nity river navigable, and connect it with the Red River, and we 
have at once an inland route from Galveston to the northern ci- 
ties, without sea risk, and in the event of warand blockade the 
planters of the south can find markets for their crops, and re- 
ceive therefrom their manufactures, and thereby in a great 
measure avert the calamities incident to war,and at the same 
time furnish a certain and easy transit of troops, as well as mu- 
nitions of war; under this view alone the committee could not 
hesitate to recommend the incorporation of such company as 
the resolution would seem to contemplate. 

The practicability of this improvement has been considered 
so far as the committee have been able to obtain information re- 
lative to this river, and the result of our investigations enable 
us to arrive at the following conclusions. This river is almost 
a natural canal, so far as regards its width, varying from one 
to iwo hundred feet, that its shoals are few, with but little fall, 
and its natural reservoirs extensive—that the river above the 
shoals near Carolina, dees not furnish a quantity of water at 
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all seasons to render the same navigable, By the ordinary mode 
of opening a channal through the shoals—that such a mode of 
improvement on this river would have the effect of drawing 
down these naturai reservoirs, and leave exposed-many shoals 
and bars which are now. covered and offering no obstruction; 
to guard against which and to improve the shoals, so as to per-> 
mit vessels to pass, the committee would recommend that sys- 
tem of improvement now. in use in many parts of the United. 
States, commonly called slack-water navigation, by means of 
dams and locks, believing that the river at all times furni-hes 
a sufficiency of water under this system for navigation purposes, 
as high up as the town of Buffalo or Taos. The average 
height of the banks being something over twenty feet, dams 
may be saiely constructed across the river, at the lower termi- 
nation of the shoals, with a lock therein, by which the water 
may be raised of sufficient height upon.the shoal, to permit ves- 
sels to pass the same and proceed to the next obstruction ; under 
this system the committee believe that this river can be render-- 
ed navigable for vessels drawing three feet water, (throughout 
the year) as high up as Taos, for the sum.of three hundre? and’ 
thirty thousand dollars, as will appear from the following esti- 
mates. 

For removing snags and bars below Carolina, the committee 
have not been able to obtain: as much information as they” 
could desire, and. for which reason have been induced to piace 
to that estimaie the highest amount suggested by any one ac- 
quainted with that part of the river, viz: 30,000. 
-Falls at Carolina, supposed to be is or 20 fee: in 

two miles, and wiil reqrire three locks, 3 
From Carolina to Robbins’ ferry, 75 miles, sup- 

posed fall, 50 feet, and will.require seven 

locks, T 
From Robbins’ ferry to Taos, 175 miles, sup- 

posed fali 146 feet, and will require twenty-one 


locks, = 21 

Whole number of loeks, at 
Supposed eost, 255,000 
For removing projecting timber fromthe banks, 25,900 
$330,090 


And the committee believe, thet nothing will be required’ to 
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insure the subscription of every dollar of the stock of such com- 
pany but the report of a competent engineer, and that the profits 
to arise from the same, would likewise prompt its owners to an 
early completion of the work, therefore have instructed me 
to report a bill incorporating such company and to recommend 


its passage. 
“WILLIAM M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman of the Committee on Internal Improvements. 


A bill te be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Naviga- 
tion Company—read Ist time. l 

Mr. Perkins chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a joint resolution for the benefit of the Texas volun- 
teers, called into the service of the country in the year 1846, 
and a bill to be entitled an act to locate the county seat of 
Cass county’—correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Jewett, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
February 12th, 1848. 


Hon. JOEN A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 


he committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referre 2 a 
resolution, instructing them to inquire into the expediency əf 
memorializing the Congress of the United States to establish a 
line of military posts, from Fort Washita to Paso del Norte,-+ 
to establish that line as the temporary Indian boundary, and +o 
remove all Indians now in Texas north of the same, have had 
the resolution under consideration, and report, that they deem 
it amore appropriate method of presenting the matters of the 
resolution, to adopt in place of a memorial, joint resolutions in- 
structing our Senators and requesting our Representatives to 
procure the necessary Congressional action. 

_ The committee believe that the mutual interest of the fron- 
tier settlements and the Indians themselves, would be better pro- 
moted by establishing a Cordon of Military posts, on a diffe- 
rent line from that indicated in the Resolution, and therefore re- 
commend the establishment of posts between the following 
points, viz: where the hundredth degree of west longitude, in- 
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tersects Red River, thence to the junction of the Rio Puerco 
and the Rio Bravo del Norte. l 
The adoption of this temporary line, remote from the present 
settlements, will have a tendency to diminish the possibility of 
difficulties and collisions between settlers and tbe Indians, 
which almost unavoidably arise, whereyer the white man and 
the red remain in juxtaposition. It is believed that the territory 
above the line recommended, affords ample hunting grounds 
and range, for the support of the various tribes of Texas In- 
dians. ‘The establishment of this line willalso cause the fron- 
tier settlements to be extended immediately to the neighborhood 
of the stations, and enable many citizens to occupy their lands 
and make permanent improvements thereon, which they have 
hitherto delayed doing, from a desire to prevent any interrup- 
tion of the friendly relations which subsisted between the In- 
dians and the Government of Texas, before annexation to the 
United States, and from a disposition not to embarrass the ef- 


. forts of the General Government, for the continuance of the 


subsisting peaceable relations of the various tribes, 

In connection with the matters under consideration, the 
committee deem it important at this time, to notice the sub- 
ject of our Indian affairs, and the proper attitude which the 
Government of the United States ought to assume towards the 
border tribes of Texas. Already complaints have reached the 
Legislature, that citizens have been forcibly removed from their 
homes by the Indian agent of the United States, and unless 
prompt measures are adopted, for regulating more clearly 
trade and intercourse with the Indians, and for the assertion of 
the rights of our own citizens, further embarrassments may oc- 
cur, and hostilities with the Indians may be unexpectedly re- 
commenced. 

By annexation to the United States, Texas lost none of her 
rights to the territory now occupied by the migratory Indians 
within her limits, nor was the jurisdiction over the soil of that 
territory ever ceded to the Federal Government. None af 
the rights of soil which Texas possessed as an independent na- 
tion, were impaired or surrendered by annexation. Of these 
rights Texas has lost none, but has acquired the right to claim 
and receive from the General Government, protection of the 
frontier from Indian depredations, and a guaranty for the pre- 


servation of the subsisting treaty with the Indians for peace 
and amity. 


* 
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The right to regulate commerce with the Indian tribes con- 
ferred by the Constitution on Congress, isa limited power, and 
cannot be construed to give the general government any power 
to dispose of the territory now occupied by the Indians, nor any 
authority to interfere with their location and position within 
the State limits, except so far as it may be indispensibly neces- 
sary to carry into eilect the powers specially delegated to re- 
gulate commerce. No Indian boundary line was ever recog- 
nized by the authorities of Texas before annexation, nor does 
the Indian treaty ratified February 15th, 1847, by the Senate of 
the United States, recognize such line. No title to the soil 
has ever been acknowledged by Texas, to exist in the Indians, 
but the eminent domain has always been asserted, and as cir- 
cumstances rendered it expedient, has always been enforced by 
Texas. : 

The committee have examined the annual report ofthe Cam- 
missioner of Indian Affairs at Washington, and regret to per- 
ceive that this officer evidently misunderstands the rights andg 
relations of the State, in regard to the Indian tribes. It is inti- 
mated in that document that Texas has disposed ef lands within 
‘the Indian country, and that citizens are settling on the lands 
without having first obtained the consent of the Indians there- 
for. ‘Texas has never supplicated the Indians for their consent 
to her citizens’ occupation of the country. These tribes, suffer- 
ing for many years from a vigorous system of warfare, first sued 
Texas for peace, and it was granted; but no right to the soil 
was ever acknowledged or yielded to them, nor any boundaries 
defined within which our settlements should be cireumscri-, 
bed. l 

The history of the many unfortunate collisions between the 
General Government and other State authorities and ‘the In- 
dian tribes, who have been located within their limits, should 
admonish us to make an early and bold assertion of our state 
rights—to submit to no infringement of our jurisdiction, and to 
be prepared at all times to enforce that:right of control over the 
ne and the Indians, which thas never been divested from the 

State: 

The policy of the last Legislature was declared explicitly by a 
` joint resolution approved April 29th, 1846, in which it was as- 
serted, “that they recognized no title in the Indian tribes resident 
within thelimits of the State to any portion thereof, and that they 
reeognized no rightin the government of the United States 
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to maze any treaty of limits with the said Indian tribes, with 
out the consent of the government of the State” 

A steady adherence to thie policy, the committee believe wilt 
best poe the welfare of the State. The United States ought 
to esiabtish,as your commiltee believe, a line of posts, adequate 
for the protection oi the frontier; bot the general go.ernment 
has not ihe power, nor ought it to give any assurance to the In- 
Gians, for titre te tne soil, or for the establis hment of fixed bomn- 
daries. This matter should properiy be ief for future recak- 
tion by the General Government, by and with the consent of 
our State Goverament. 

intertaining these views: in regard tothe proper policy to be 

adopied by the General Government and by ibe Sate, towards 
the Indian tribes within our limits, the committe submit the 
folowing Resolutions of Instructions te our Senators, and re- 
commend their adoption. 

é HENRY J. JEW BTT, 
Chairman. 
£ EDWARD BURLESON, 
JAMES BE WOOTTEN, 
Ð. GAGE, 
EDBWD. FITZGERALD» 


s 


mn a a 


Qa castes of Mr. WhUamson,290 copies of the report were 
oraered to be printed. 

Mr. Barieson introduced a bii te be entitied an act for the 
relief of Jarnes Stnar<. 

Read first time. - 

‘Tae Senate proceeded te the orders of ihe day. 

Gu motion of Mr. Gage; the Senate receded from their first 
amendment to “a joint resolation instructing our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives i in the Congress ssof the United 
Siaies to procure additional maii service 

Gn motion of Mr. "Williamson, a committee of conference 
Was appoinie! ona bii to be entitied an act for the relief of 
these persoas who are indebted to the State on account of f pub- 
ic dues payable in the promissory noies ofthe late Republic. 


Join resoiution aceompanying ‘he report was read first time. 
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Messrs. Williamson, Wallace and Grimes were appointed 
said committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate the county seat of Cass 
eounty. 

Read third time and passed. - 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief ofthe widow and 
heirs atlaw of Major James L. Holmes, deceased. 

Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the benefit of the Texas volunteers called 
into the service of the country in the year 1°46. 

Read third time and 

- Mr Jewett, by leave, odas a jointrezolation for there- 
lief of Luis Sanchez. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons bav- 
ing promissory motes cancelled by A. A. ME Jackson, as agent, 
&e., which said promissory notes have not been funded nor re- 
deemed. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, referred to the committee on Fi- 


mance. 

A bill te be entitled an act to legalize the marzi of HH 
Gray with-Ann Hliza Gray. oe 

Read seeond time, and 

On motion ef Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill tobe entitied an act to define the boundaries of the 
sounty of Refugio. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on 
€ounties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be enfitled an act authorizing and requiring the 
fransfer of the succession of Alexander Jordan, deceased, from 
Nacogdoches to Rusk county. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 


The report of the committee om Private Land Claims on “a 
bill to be entitled an act for ihe relief of William K. Melton,” 
and on “the petition of James A. Mason, oe of the wid- 
ow of John Joseph Odenath,” was read and : 
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« ~ 308 * Py 5 
- Gn motion of Mr. Williamson, made the special order of 
the uay ior Tharsday next. 


The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
“petition of B. L Thompson, administrator and representative 
o? Patsey Lewis, deceased, was read, and, 

-On motion of Mr. W illiamzon, made the special order of the 
day ior Thursday next. 

A dil to be entitied an act to amend the Ist section of an aet 
supplementary to an act regulating the sale of runaway slaves, 
approved January 27th, 1514, together with the report of the 
commmittee on Sate Affairs, offering amendments thereto, 
was read, and report aGapied. 

Mrz. Navarro moved io amend by striking out the words “pr 
west oi 

Adopied. 

Mr. Gage moved io amend by striking out, “whose owner 
does not live in any of the counties on said river.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bouland, the bill was laid upon the DoE 

A nii io ve entitied an act to establish the University of Bas 
ern Texas, reporied iy the committee un Education, was reail A 
first time, anu 

Ox motion of Mr. Wallace, the ruie was suspended. 

Bill reac second time. anc ordered to be engrossed, 

‘On motion 6! Mr. Gage, joint resoiution relative toa di- 
vision of the Supreme Court ; Was taken up and read. 

Vr. Jewett moved to strike out “three places” and insert 
“wo. 

Epon whieh the ye2sand nays were calieé and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland,Cuny, Dancy. Jewett, McRae and 
Wa lice—b. 

Xays— Messrs. Paean Bache, Burleson, Ciark, Gage, 
Grimes, Navarro,Perkins, Philips, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten—12. 

Xo the amendment was rejected. 

Mrz. Gage moved to amenc by striking ont the words “by 

ibe legislatur re of the State of Texas.” 

Ado opted. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the d of the 
resolution, and stood as follows: 
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Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Clark, Gage, Grimes, Phil- 
lips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, Jewett, 
Navarro, Perkins and Williamson—. 

Resolution adopted, and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

A bili tobe entitled an act to prescribe the times and places 
of holding the Supreme Court, was taken upand referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Air. Gage, the nomination of Amos Clark for 
Judge oithe Sixth Judicial district, was taken. ‘Up. 

Mr. Gage moved that it be made the apea order of the day 
for Monday next. 

Mr. Clark moved to make it the special order of the day for 
Saterday next. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, it was made the special order of 

the day for Thursday next. 

On motion of Me. W. iiliamson, the Saha adjourned until 
10 o'clock, Monday morning. 


Monday, 10 o'clock, a. m 
February lth, 1848. 


The Senate was cailed to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names 

Messrs, Boarlani, Brashear, Bache, Burieson, Clark. Cuny, 
Dancy, Fitzgerald, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, W illiamson and 
Wootten. 

Quorum present. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Clark, Mr. Abboit was excused from at- 
(Pog on the Senate on account of sickness. 
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y. Parker presented the petition of the citizens of Palestine. 
avhic.l was, 
On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to a select committee, 
esers, Parker, Gage and McRae were appointed said com- 
mitiec. 
Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz.: 
“ A bill to be entitled an act to establish the University of 
astern Texas ;” and 
. “A bdillte be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the 
transior of the succession of Alexander Jordan, deceased, from 
the county ef Nacogdeches to the county of Rusk.” 
Mz. Gage, chairman of the committee on Geunties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report: 


The committee on Countiesand Ceunty Boundaries, to which 
was reierred “A bill to be entitled an art to create the county 
of Caldwell, have had the same under consideration, and a ma 
jori:y of said committee have instructed me to return it to the 
Senate, with a substitute by way of amendment, and recom 
mena the adoption ef the same. 


Nir. Williams, chairman of the committee on internal Im- 
provements, made the following report: 


The committee on Internal improvemeats, to which was 
referred “A bill to be entitled an act to extend the time allowed 
to the Colorado Navigation Company, for completing the work 
contemplated by its charter,” have considered the same, and a 
majority thereoi have instructed me to report a substitute there- 
for, znd recommend its passage. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the isliowing report : 


= 


Tre committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill to be 
entied an act to authorize sheriffs to charge mileage in certain 
case `, have had the same under consideration, and a majority of 
saic committee are of opinion that it would be impracticable 
to pecs the bill, 


Tue chairman of the committee is of opinion that the fees of 
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office, especially in thinly populated counties, is insufficient to 
justify a competent person to hold the office of sherif; from 
this cause may be attributed the frequent resignatiens of sher- 
iffs, which should be remedied in some manner. 

It is now too late in tke session to effect a revisal of the gene- 
ral law regulating the fees of office: as it appears to the chair- 
man to be necessary to grant some additional compensation to 
sheriffs, he respectfully submits his views to the consideration 
of the Senate, and returns the bill for their action. 


Mr. Williamson offered the following resolution: 


« Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be request- 
ed to take into consideration the propriety and expediency of 
allowing persons holding legal certificates against the govern- 
ment, who, from error, mistake or otherwise, may have located 
the same on older grants, to raise or float the same, and report 
thereon by bill or resolution.” l 


Adopted. 


Mr. Burleson introduced a bili to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Williamson Academy. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Dancy introduced a bill to be entitled an act to incorpo- 
rate the Colorado and Brazos Railroad Company. * 

Read first time. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolutions, viz. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundary line of 
Matagorda county; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to amend an act, entitled an act, 
to prescribe the time for the biennial meeting of the Legislature 
of the State of Texas; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Thomas 
Harvey, to Thomas Harvey Forrester ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of Rhesa 
Green Stalcup and Mary Ann Miller ; 

A billto be entitled an act to legitimate Mary Melicia Stal- 
eup, and render her capable of taking by descent the estate or 
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estates of her parents, Rhesa Green Stalcup and Mary Ann 
Staicup ; and, 

Joint resolution requiring the Attorney General to investi- 
gate ine condition of the titles to the various Islands within 
the limits of Texas, and if it be expedient, to cause legal pro» 
ceedings to be instituted against persons claiming the same 
adverseiy to the State— 

And tne following bills, which originated in the House of 
Representatives, viz. : 

A bill te be entitled an act to provide for ceding to the United 
States. jurisdiction of certain lands in this State for public 
purpexes ; 

A bili to be entitled an aet to reduce to its constitutional size, 
define the boundaries, and permanently locate the county seat 
ef Henderson county; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating Elections. 


The Senate proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 

Abillto be entitled an act requiring the transfer of the succes. 
sion of Alexander Jordan, deceased, irom the county of Nacog- 
dovhes to the county of Rusk. 

Read third time and' passed, 


“ 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a substitute for 
a bill, originating in the Senate, to be entitled an act, allowing 
discretion to the Judges of the Supreme Court, in the order of 
trying Canses. 


A. bill to be entitled an act to establish the Judicial Districis 
ofthe District Courts; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act, to amend an act, to establich the 
severai Judicial Districts of the District Courts, together with 
the report of the select committee thereon, offering a substitute 
for the same, were read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the bill was read by its sec- 
tions. 

First section was read. 

Dancy moved to lay the bill on the table. 

ost. 


Mr. Dancy moved to amend the second section by inserting 
“Gonzales,” before “ Fayette,” 
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Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Dancy, Grimes, 
Parker, Williamson and Wootten—S. 

Nays—Messrs. Bache, Clark, Cuny, Gage, Fitzgerald, Jew- 
ett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace and Williams 
Amendment rejected. 

Third section was read and adopted. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend the fourth section by stri- 
king out “Bexar and Medina,” and inserting “Goliad and Re- 
fugio.” 

‘Mr. Phillips moved adivision of the question. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 


Tuesday, 10 o'clock, a. m. 
February rdth, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Fitzgerald, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten. 

Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the folowing reports: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“A billto be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State of Texas, forthe year 1848,” have 
considered the same, and instructed me to report the bill back 
to the Senate, and recommend its passage. 


. Fhe committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of Bli 
21 
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Gray with Ann Eliza Gray,” after examining the provisions of 
the bill, have instructed me to report it back to the Senate, and 
recommend its passage. 

The-committee on affairs of State to whom was referred an 
“act for the relief of Liley a colored woman,” after examining 
the bill, have instructed me to say, that the committee nave 
reported against the passage of any bill toincrease the num- 
ber of free negroes in the State, and as the passage of this bill 
would open the deor to the applications of others, who are sim- 
jlarly situated, (although they are satisfied Liley is a meritori- 
ous negro,) the cormmittee have instructed me to report the bill 
to the Senate and recommend its indefinite postponement. 


Mr. Clark Chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary made 
the following reports. 


The Judiciary committee herewith return to the Senate, “a 
bill to be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of the ` 
General Land Office to charge fees for business done in his of- 
fice, where the State is not concerned” with the following 
amendments. 

First. In first section, strike out “20 cents;” and insert “15 
cents.” 

Second. Insame section strike out “30 cents,” and insert 
“20 cents.” 

The committee think therates above specified sufficient for 
copying records, and with the alterations proposed, they deem 
it advisable to pass the bill. 

The Jadiciary committee have considered a bill to be’ enti- 
tled an act prescribing in what ċases, the Governor may remit 
fines and forfeitures” and herewith return it to the Senate, and 
recommend its passage. 


Mr. Williams chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to whom was referred a bill to authorize the 
opening and construction of a turnpike road across the Trinity 
bottom, reported a substitute therefor, and recomngended its 
passage. 


Mr. Bourland Chairman of the committee on publie lands, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an actto amend an 
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- act supplementary to an act te create and organize the seat) 
of Panola, reported thesame back tothe Senate without amend- 
ments, and recommended its passage. 


Mr. Grimes Chairman of the committee on Finance to whom 
was referred a “Joint Resolution for the benefit of R. M. Pot- 
ter Collector of Customs at Velasco, during the years 1842, 
1843 and 1844,” reperted the same back te the Senate and re- 
commended that it be laid upon the table. 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance made 
‘the following report. 


; l 
The committee on Finance to which was referred a “resoln- 
tion requiring them te take inte consideration the propriety of 
ascertaining at an early day, the amount due by the State to 
the several District Clerks of the old Republic of Texas, and 
now State of Texas for their official services on behalf of the 
State} and also the propriety of discharging the same by instal- 
ments in money and pro rata distribibutions under annual ap- 
propriations for that purpose, or by land certificates ata valu- 
ation to be fixed by law.” 
. There being two propositions in the said resolution, your 
committee first proceeded teinquire into the amount dueby the 
State to Glerks of the Distriet Courts. In answer to anote ad- 
dressed to the Comptroller of Public Acconpts, he estimates the 
amount due tothe Clerks aforesaid to be from forty-five to fif- 
ty thonsand dollars. Thereis little doubt that many more 
tlaims would be presented, if there was a probability of such 
claims being speedily paid. “Withregard to the payment of 
these claims, though just and meritorious, your committee 
cannot conceive any reason why they should have a prefer- 
ence over the many thousands of dollars of the public debt, 
mach of which has acerned for subsistence for thearmy, and 
for personal services in defence of the country. With these 
views, your committee ask leave to be discharged from the 
farther consideration of the resolution. 


Mr. Perkins Chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims made the following reports. 


The committee on Private Land Claims, te whom was re- 


‘terred a bill whick originated in the House of Representatives 
to be entitled “an aet for the relief of the widow and heirs at 
law of Major James L. Holmes deceased,” have had the same 
under consideration, and direct me to report, that suit having 
been instituted on the certificate mentioned in the bill, previ- 
ous to the Ist of July, 1847, and believing the claim a merito- 
rious one recommend its passage. 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whem was re- 
ferred“a billtobe entitled an act for the relief of Kisiah 
Tayior, whose maiden name was Kisiah Cryer” have had the 
same under consideration and direet me to report the same 
back to the Senate and recommend its passage. 


Mr. Burleson, Chairman of the select committee to whom 
was referred the petitionof J. W. E. Wallace, with the ac- 
companying documents, reported a Joint Resolution for the re- 
lief of Joseph W. E. Wallace, which was read first time. 


Mr, Grimes introduced a bill to be entitled an aet for the re 
lief of Moses Evans, surviving administrator of H. S. Wiliam- 
son, deceased. 


Read first time. 
A message was received from tue House of Representatives 


informing theSenate that the House had passed the following 
bills, and Joint Resolutions, Viz: 


A bili to be entitled an act to provide for the exchange of 
books, maps, charts, &c. 

A bill to be entitled an act toremove the Land officeof the 
Roberison land distriet from Franklin in Robertson county, 
to Springfield in Limestone county. 

A bill tobe entitled an act to make an improved charter of 
Goliad city. N 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow set offs in certain cases. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the opening and 
construction of a turnpike read from the city of Houston to 
Brazos river. 


A bill to be entifledan act incorporating the Houston Me- 
chanics Institute. 
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Joint Resolution for the relief of Ford and Creniecan. 

Joint Resolution confirming a certificate for one league and 
one labor of land issuedte John Vanderworth by the board of 
Land Commissioners of Austin county. 

Also that the House had passed a substitute for a Joint Res- 
olution originating inthe Senate, authorizing and requiring 
the Governor to subscribe for three hundred copies of the re- 
ports of decisions of the Supreme Court. 

Also, that the House insist on their substitute by way of 
amendment to a Joint Resolution of the Senate instructing the 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to preeure the pas- 
sage of an act establishing two districts fur the United States 


Gourt; as reported by the committee of conference, on the part 
ofthe House.* 


, The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


The question before the Senate was on striking out the 
words “Bexar and Medina” in the fourth section of a bill to be 
ee an act te establish the Judicial Distriets of the District 

ourts.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, 
Fitzgerald, and Williams—7. 

Nave—Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Grimes, Mc- 


Rae, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, W. allace, W. illiamson and Woot- 
ten—13. 


Amendment rejected. : 
The question then recurred on Mr. Fitzgerald's motion to 


amend by striking out “Bexar and Medina” and inserting “Go- 
liad and Refugio.” 


Upon which the yeas and nays were called andstosd as fk: 
lows: 

Yuas—Messrs. Bonrland, Burleson, Dancy, Gage, J sors 
Fitzeerald, and Williams—7. 

Navs—Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cany, Grimes, Mce- 


Rae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williamson 
and Wootten—13. 


Sothe amendment was rejected. 


Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend by inserting after “San Pa- 
tricio” the words “and Refugio.” 
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Adopted. 

Mr. Wallacemoved to amend the 5th-section by striking out 
“Houston.” ; 

Mr. Parker moved to amend the amendment, by adding the 
words “Nacogdoches and Angelina.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood thus, 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Dancy, Gage, Fitzgerald, 
jNavarro, Parker, Perkins and Williamsen—89., 

Nays—Messrs. Clark, Cuny, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Phil- 
lips, Wallace, Willianis and Wootten—9. 

There being atie, the President voted in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Bourland was excused from voting. 

The question then recurred upon the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Wallace: à 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved te amend by striking out the words “Nacog- 
doches and Angelina.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Dancy, Gage, Fitzger- 
ald, Navarro, Parker and Phillips—8. 

Naxys—Messrs. Bourland, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Grimes, 
McRae, Perkins, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Woot- 
ten—11. 

Amendment rejected. 

~The 6th section was then read; and Mr. Gage offered the 
tolowing as a substitute for said section. 

“Be it further enacted, That the following counties shall 
compose the sixth Judicial District, to-wit: 

Angelina, Nacogdoches, Houston, Anderson, Cherokee, 
Smith and Rusk. . 

Upon the adoption of which the yeas and nays were called 
and stood as follows: 

Yreas—Messrs. Bache, Burleson, Dancy,Gage, and Parker— 
5. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Grimes, 
McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, William, Will- 
iamson and Wootten—12. i 

Substitute rejected. 

The seventh section was read. : 

Mr. Bourlarnd moved to amend the 8th sectien by inserting 
“Fannin” after “Hunt.” 
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Adopted. 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend the 9th section by striking 
out the word “Fannin.” 

Adopted. 

Mr, Wallace moved to amend by inserting “and Houston” 
after “Anderson.” Š 

Adopted, = 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by adding“Van Zandt” after 
“Houston.” 

Adopted. 

My. Fitzgerald moved to amend the 10th section by striking 
out “Refugio.” 

Adopted. ; 

Mr Grimes moved to amend by adding to 11th section “and 
that this act take effect and be in force from and after the first 
day of August next. : 

Adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved to recommit the: bill to the special eom- 
mittee on Judicial Districts. l 

Lost. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out “Perdernales” 
and inserting “Gillespie,” in the second section. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips the bill was laid upon the table un- 
til to-morrow morning. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


3 o’clack, p. m. 
The Senate met; roll called, quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, the vote laying on the table, until 
‘to-morrow morning, the bill to be entitled an act to establish 
the Judicial Districts ofthe District Courts; was reconsidered. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following as a substitute for the 11th 
Section. 

“Szorion 11. Be tifurther enacted, That alllaws and parts 
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of laws conflicting with this act, be and the same are hereby 
repealed: provided that all Judicial business shall progress in 
accordance with the laws heretofore existing, antil the close of 
the Spring Term of the District Courts, A. D. 1848. 

Mr. Gage moved to reier the bill and amendment to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Lost. 


Mr. Dancy moved to -mend the substitute, by striking out 


all, after “the,” and inserting “first Monday in August, À. D., 


1848.” 


Guestion on the adoption of the substitute offered by Mr. 


ed. 

The bill wasthen ordered to be engrossed. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. Jewett, adopted the substitute 
of the House for Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the 
Governor to subscribe for thrée hundred copies of the reports 
ci decisions of the Supreme Court of this State. 

The substitute of the House of Representatives for a bill 
originating in the Senate, to be entitled an act allowing dis- 
cretion to the Judges of the Supreme Court in the order of try- 
ing causes; was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred together with the origi- 
nal bili to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
DIS, VIZ: 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the 
County Courts pertaining to estates of deceased persons, and 

A Dill to be entitled an act organizing County Courts. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating elections; read first 
time. 

A bill te be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Mount 
Pleasant, in Titus county; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Berkeley Acad- 
emy of Montgomery county; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the opening and con- 


struction of a Turnpike road from the City of Houston to ~ 


Brazos river; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove the Land Office of the 
Rebertson Land district from Franklin, in Robertson county, 
to Springfield in Limestone county; read first time. 


Paillips, for the 11th section was taken; and substitute reject- ` 
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A bill to be entitled an actto make an improved charter for 
Goliad City; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for ceding to the Uni- 
ted States jurisdiction of certain lands in tkis State, for pub- 
lic purposes; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to reduce to its constitutional 
size, define the boundaries, and permanently locate the county 
seat of Henderson county; read first time.  « 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Secretary was instructed to 
transmit to the House a Joint Resolution, instructing our Sen- 
ators, and requesting our Representatives in Congress to pro- 
cure the passage of alaw establishing two Districts for 
the United States District Court, in Texas, together with the 
substitute, adopted by the House, and a report thereon,purport- 
ing’ to be a report of the committee of conference on said Joint 
Resolution, with the explanation that the Senate consider said 
report informal, being signed only by the chairman of said 
committee, on the part ofthe House. 


On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald the Senate adjourned until 9 
a clock to-morrow morning. 
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Wednesday, 9 o'clock, A. OL 
February 16th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Gage, 
Grimes, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wal- 
lace, Williams, Williamson and Woctten; querum present. 

Mr. Clark presented the petition of the citizens of Panola 
county, praying the passage ef a law, locating permanently, 
the cdunty seat of said county, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
February 16th, 1848. 


Hon. Joux A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration “a 
bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of La Vaca,’ 
and propose the following amendments thereto: 

Ist Amendment. Strike ont all atter the word, “the” in fourth 
line of second section, and insert “tract of land purchased by 
John M. Smith, ai a sale of the estate of the said Thomas Me- 
Connell, deceased.” 

2nd Amendment. As ‘tis proposed to invest the Recorder 
of said city, with the authority and powers of a Justice of the 
Peace, “alter the 3d section so as to require the said officer to 
be elected by the qualified electors of said city, instead of being 
appointed by the City Conncil.” 

3d Amendment. Strixe ont all after the word “not; in 
tenth line of fifth section to the word “dollars” in the eleventh 
line, anc insert “in any sum not excceding ten.” 

4th Amendment. Strike out all aher the word “all” in the 
first ling, tothe word “who” in the third Hne of the eleventh 
Section, and insert the words “persons qualified to vote under 
the Constitution of the State,” and strike out the word “and” 
between the words “Mayor and Aiderman™ in last line ci said 
section, and add aiter the word “Alderman” the words “and 
Recorder.” 

The bil is herewith returned and with the amendments 
aforesaid, the majority of the committee recommend its pas- 
sage. 


Mr. Ciark, also, made the following report: 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred “an act to 
establish the University of Eastern Texas,” have had the same 
under consideration, and aiter much discussion upon the ninth 
section of said act, which provides, “that no person who de- 
nies the authenticity and divine origin ef the Holy Seriptu-es 
of the Oid and New Testament, or who shali be given to pro- 
danity, vulgarity, drunkenness, or other immoral or nngenteel 
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conduci, shall ever be employed as a member of the faculty of 
said University.” 

A majority of the committee decided that said section is in 
conflict with and in violation of the 4th section of the first ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, and although the corporation is of a 
private character, it is not relieved from the influence and 
meaning of the clause of the Constitution mentioned. They 
do no: think that the abrogation of the said section, would in 
any way tend to defeat the objects. which those who desire 
the passage of the act, have in view, endanger the security 
and permanency of the institation, or injuriously effect the 
cause of education, they therefore, recommend that it be strick- 
en out of the bill. 


Alr. Phillips, from the same committee, submitted the follow- 
ing counterreport: 

The undersigned, differing in opinion with the majority of 
the Judiciary committee, as to the unconstitutionality of the 
ninth section of the aet to incorporate the University at San 
Augustine, deems it due to himself, as well as to parties hav- 
ing & direct Interest in the institution, to give his views on the 
sab >et, 

To- elauses relied on by the majority of the committee, are 
to be -cund in the third and fourth sections ofthe Bill of Rights. 

Vac part of the fourth section relied on uy the committee, 
as viziated by the ninth section of the bill, reads as follows: 

“Xo human authority ought in any case whatever tocon- 
trol or inierfere with the rights of conscience in matters of reli- 
gior. and no preference shal’ ever be given by law to any re- 
ligiuu- societies or modes of worship. Butit shall be the duty 
oltue Legislature to pa-s such laws as shall be necessary to 
pro.ect every religions denomination in the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of their own mode of public wership.” 

Toe object of the entire section is clearly intended to provide 

gaias any interferenze on the part of the civil authorities; first, 
with <:> rights of conscience in matters of religion: second, 
with .ce support and maintenance ofany particular Ministry, or 
mou: of worship: third, in affording facilities to and confer- 
ring -sesial benelits on one religious society or mode of wor- 
shiz. ©. preference to others: and las‘ly, to protect equally each 
ani «ory religious denomination in the peaceable enjoyment 
of t. > own mode of public worship. 
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These, it is respectfally submitted, are the sole objecis con 
fermpiated by this cleanse of the constitution. How then does 
the Sth section of the act conflict with these provisions? I: 
provides that no Infidel, Jew or Atheist, or in other words, no 
unbeliever in the authenticity and inspiration ef the books of 
the Gidand New Testament Scriptures, shall be eligible as a 
teacher inthe institation. Does it interfere with the rights of 
coascionce of anv Infidel, Jew, Atheist or unbeliever? Does it 
suppart or maintain at ihe expense of the State any particular 
ministry, or mode ci worship? Does it afford any exclusive 
facility or conier any special and exclusive benefit on the Me. 
thodist association petitioning for the incorporation? Does i 
prohibit the incorporation of an Infidel, Jewish or Atheistica] 
association for the-purpases of education, pader roles and re- 
gumations in accordance with their peculiar faith or peculiar ir- 
mdeity ? Clearly not Itdoes not control their mode of won 
ship; it does not dictate the religious or irreligious opinions 
they are to entertain, nor does it either direetly or indirectiy in- 
terizre wiii their rights of conscience. Does it deprive then 
cI any protection in “the peaceable enjoymentof their own mode 
cf worship” guaranteed to them by the ciause ofthe eonstitntion 
mow under review! Such a consiraction is not oniy not waz 
ranted by the intent and meaning of the 9th section, but is £- 
rectiy at issue with the Gberal acceptation of the terms used. 

To esustrue the section as ialing within the prohibitory 
cause of the constitution above referred to, vioiaies every rme 
of construction, and imparis to piain iangnage weil understood, 
a meaning copiradiciory to iis common and ordinary accepl- 
ion. 

To prescribe qualincations for a private station, in a private 
insorpsration for speciñe purposes, iniringes no man’s rights. 

Do tae quaiifisations required for admission info a Masonic 
Lodge, or the association of Odd Fellows, violate the eonstite- 
tion? Is it unconstitutional for the Catholic church te prevent 
a Presbyterian minister irom being the “shepherd of a Cathouie 
congregation? Is it unconstitutional to require six months re- 
sidence, as a qualification for mayer of an incorporated town?! 
And yet such, 1i seems to the undersigned, are the legitimate 
deductions irom the positions assumed by the majority of the 
committee relative to this bill 

As weil might it be said that every man has a consfitudiona 
righ} to be President of a Canal or Bail Road Company, be he 
#5 
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stockholder or not, or opposed in principle and interest to the 
object contemplated by the company. Sir, were this a State 
institution, to be supported by the State, then a diilerent ques- 
tion would de presented. In such case any and all sects, so far 
as their religious or irreligious opinions are concerned, should 
under the constitution be equally eligible to office in the insti- 
tution. Were such Siate institution established and supported 
by State patronage, to require specitic religious tests, and refuse 
to establish and to patronize other institutions, composed of 
members holding a different religious creed, such exclusive 

reference would violate the 4th section of the Bill of Rights. 

et if the establishment and clause were not exclusive, but free 
and open to all denominations, of whatever creed, there would 
be no~objection under the 4th section of the Bill of Rights ; for 
there would be no preference. 

Sir, the constitution prohibits perpetuities arid monopolies, 
but does prohibit the incorporation of Rail Road and Navi- 
gation companies? Iftwenty Rail Roads running side by side 
were incorporated, and each requiring as & qualification to 
vote the ownership of from one io twenty shares of stock, 
the company requiring a voter to own twenty shares of stock 
would not infringe the rights of any one who owned but qne 
share in another company. On the contrary, to give the ex- 
clusive control and management of each company to its ow 
members, is In strict accordance with reason and common 
sense, and is injurious to none. 

But the principle advocated is that a stranger,a party not 
interested, shall have equal privileges and equal rights to the 
emoluments of the company with those whose funds and exer- 
tions have secured its establishment and prosperity. 

Appiy such docirines to the several institutions of learning 
founued in the old and new world, and what would have been 
their condition? ‘Think you that an humble, pious philanthro- 
pist would endow a College, for the education of the rising 
generation, if he eould foresee that his donation was to be con- 
trolied by the Atheist and the Infidel? ; 

Would Stephen Girard have bequeathed his immense fortune 
for the education of ihe poor of Philadelphia, to be under the 
control of Presbyterian or Episcopalian instructors? No, Sir. 
Donations for these objects will be made at all times with a 
sparing hand, unless there is some guarantee to the donor, that 
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the funds will be applied to the purposes Zor which it was in. 
tended. 

There is then manifes: propriety In the restrictive clause cop 
tained in the 9th section of the bill as it is well adapted to se 
eure enlarged donations from those who believe in the authen- 
ticity of the Bibie, and who wish to sustain an institution 
which, while itsheli custivate the intellect will at the same time 
inculcate eerrect moral and religions principles. Learning 
that scolb at morality and religion, presents human nature in 
its worst form. But when toa highly cnltivated mind is added 
the chastening and subduing influence of trne religion, asde- 
duced from the Bible, forming the characier and guiding the 
affections and the life in paths ef virtue ard benevolence such 
an example wiil ever command respect, and be remembered 
with pieasure, ieng afer the jeering taunts and profane wi: of 
the wise and iearned scofier shali have been forgotten. 

Believing ther as Ido, thatthe objection to the section now 
proposed to be stricken oat, on the ground of its nnconstitution- 
ality. is untenabie. and that the provision contained ia it is bath 
wise and politic and adapted io inspire confidence in “hose 
who are disposed to cherish this institution by their private 
meé@ins and exertions; I trust the Senate on “mature reflection 
wii refuse io sirike it ont. 

A. H PHILLIPS, 
One of the committee. 
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Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the iaLowing report: 


“The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom waste- 
ferred a join: resolution {originating in the Honse of Repre- 
sentatives.) for the relief of Robert H. Beall, who was perma- 
néniiy disabled in the service of the country, have had ibe same 
ander consideration, anc direct me te report: 


That said Robert H. Beall, while engaged as a volunteer an- 
der Col. Fisher, was shot through tbe body at tbe batile of 
Wer from which wound be has not yet recovered, and neither is 
there 2 likelihood that he ever will, so as to be able to nrocu® 
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a support by his trade, which the severity of his wound has 
caused him to abandon. 

This class of our citizens, who in the days of cur weakness 
breasted the dangers which threatened the country, and who 
met with misfortunes which unfitted them for the active pur- 
suitéof life, deserve from a generous people that relief which 
- the Legislature can consistently bestow. 

The committee would therefore return the joint resolution 
baca ic the Senate, for thelr consideration. All of which is re- 
specially submitted.” 


Nr. Wootien, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, report- 
ed the following bilis and joint resolutior correctly enrolled, te 
wit : 

4 bill io be entitled an act to legalize the marriege of Rhesa 
Green Stalonp and Mary Ann Miller: 

4 bil to be entitled an act to legitimate Mary Malicia Stal- 
cup, and render her capable of taking, by descent, the estate or 
estates of her parents, Rhesa Green Staleup and Mary Ann 
Stedeup. 

A pill to be entitled an act io amend an act entitled an act, 
io prescribe the time of the biennial meeting of the Legislature 
of the State of Texas. 

A billto be entitled an act ie define the boundary lines of the 
county of Matagorda. 

éoint resolution requiring the Attorney General to investi- 
gate the titles to the various islands within the limits of Texas, 
and if it be expedient to cause legal proceedings te be insti- 
tated against persons claiming the same adversely to the State; 
and thet said acts and joint resolution were transmitted to the 
Governor this day for his approval. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the select committee io whom was 
referred the petition of the citizens of Palestine, reported a bill 
to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Palestine, in the 
county of Anderson, which was read Grst time. 

Mir. Brashear intreduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the several acis incorporating the city of Houston—zead first 


time. 
‘The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

Fis biii to be entitled an act organizing county couris—read 
St time. š 
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A bill to be entitled an act incorporating the Houston Me- 
chanics’ Institute—read first time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Ford & Crenican—vréead 
first time. 

Joint resolutions confirming a certificate for one league and 
one labor of land, issued to John Vanderworth, by the board of 
Land Commissioners of Austin county—read first time. —__ 

A bili to be entitled an act to provide for the exchange of 
books, maps, charts, &c.—read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow set-off in certain cases— 
read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Spring- 
field—read second time, and passed to a third reading. © 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Mont- 
gomery—read second time and passed to a third reading. + 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Sarah Ann Kelton, 
wife of Oliver P, Kelton,a lunatic, io make valid conveyances 
of her real estate and negroes—read second time. ; 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend, by inserting after “Femesole,” 
the following words, “during the lunacy of said Oliver P, Kel- 
ton”—rejected. The bill was then passed toa third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to create the county of Smith, approved April 11th, 
1846, together with the report of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries thereon, offering amendments, was read, 
report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the election of 
eleciors for President and Vice President of the United States, 
together with the report of the special committee thereon, of- 
fering a substitute therefor was read, and report adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, laid upon the table until to-mor-, 
TOW. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, joint resolution, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the State of Texas, together 
with the report of the committee on the Judiciary thereon, was 
taken up, and placed among the orders of the day. 

A bili to be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to charge fees for business done in his 
office, where the State is not concerned, together with the re- 
pori oi the committee on the Judiciary thereon, offering amend- 
ments, was read. . ° 

Mir. Phillips moved tc amend the first amendment of the 
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ommittee by striking out “15” and inserting “ 10,”"—rejected— 
he report oi the committee was then adopted, and bill ordered 
.o-be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the opening and con- 
struction of a turnpike road from the city of Houston to Brazos 
river—tead second time. i 

Mr. Brashear moved to amend, by inserting “and his asso- 
ciates:” after * William E. Crump.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Brashear moved toamend, by adding, at the end of the. 
first section the following: “and one mile on the westside of 
said river, provided, the tolls hereafter established in this act 
shall in no wise prolibit said Crump and his associates from 
charging the same rates offerriage customary at other ferries 
on said river. 

Adapted. 

Mr. Brashear moved to amend by inserting after the word, 
proper,’ in second line, 5th section, the following, “within the 
corporate limits of the city of Houston.” 

Acopted. - 

A bili to be entitled anactto locate permanently the seat of 
justice of De Witt county, together with the report of the se- 
lect committee thereon, offering an amendment was read—re- 
portadopted and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be.entitled an act to create the county of Hays, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, offering a substitute therefor, was read, report 
adopted and bili passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State of Texas, for the year 1818—read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William Plucker—read se- 
cond time and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William Stuart, 
read, and 


On motion of Mr. Perkins, laid upon the table until this 
evening. ; 


~~ 


Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
anact to define more correctly the boundaries of De Witt 
county, reported the same back to the Senate, and reeommend- 
ed iis passage. 


2z 
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Philips moved to adjourn nnti 10 o'clock to-morrow 
Mr. ip i 
ynorming— 0s. N — 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the Senate adjourned unti 
3 cock, P. M. 


30 ciock, p. m. 


Senate mei—roil cailed—quorum present. 

Mr. Gage presented the memorial of the citizens of Rusk in 
Cherokee county. in behalf of John Jacobs, which, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, was referred, together with the ac- 
companving documents, to the committee on Finance. 

ADI! to be entitied anast for the rele? of James Stuari— 
read seroud time and ordered to be engrossed. 

å Dil to be entitied an act to regulate proceedings in the 
conny Coats, pertaining io estates ol deceased persons—reac 

On motion of Mr. Walaza. the rue was suspended—bil 
read second time, and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
jary. Š 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until hal 
past Ô ocuock, io-morroew morning. 


_ Leursday, 92 o'clock, a. m. 
February 17th, 1548. 


The Senate was caled to order by the President—The fol- 
lowing Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Bouriand, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage. 
Grimes, seweit, Pitzgeraid. McRae. Navarro. Parker, Perkins. 
Philips, Waliace. Wiliams, Williamson, and Wootten— 
quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
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Mir. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, - 
made the following report: 

The Judiciary commitiee, to whom was referred “an act pro- 
viding for tie sale of the property belonging to the State of 
Texas, formerly used by the late Government for custom pur- 
poses,” have considered the same, and propose the following 
amendments thereto: 

ist. Strike out the werd“ premises” in fourth line of 3rd sec- 
tion, and insert “improvements j” alse the words “the govern- 
ment ef in last line of said section. 

2d. Add to the 3d section “and the Comptroller shall there- 


apon proceed to sell said property again as directed by this 
act.” 


“They advise the rejection of the amendment proposing to re- 
ceive the promissory notes or audited paper of the late Repub- - 
lic in payment for property purchased at the sale, directed by 
the act, at the rate of eight dolars thereof for one deilar of gold 
or sliver. 

With the amendments above specified the committe recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. 
Mr. Clark, also made the following report. 


_ Committee Roora, 
Feb. ivib, 1248. 


Hon. Jons A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: ' 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred “An Act 
regulating atiachments,’ have had the same under consideration, 
and herewith report it back to the Senate, with amendments, 
the adoption of which they recommend— 

BPirst—In tenth line of fourth section strike ont the word 
“eflecis,” and insert ihe word “ property.” 

Second—in fifth section strike out ail afer the word “will” 
in fifth line to the word “pay” in sixth line, and insert “ prose- 
cute his suit to effect and.” 

Third—Add to the seventh section, “and should the defend- 
ant fail to replevy the estate so attached withinin fifteen days 
after the levying of the attachment, the plaintiff in the attachment 
shall have the right of replevying the same, upon giving bond to 
the defendant in double the amount of the value of the property 
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attached. With good and suificient sureties, conditioned for the 
forineoming o7 the property. to abide the result of the suit. 
Fourth—srite catall after the werd ~ estate” in seventh 
line of ereventh section. “ 
Pita—Retweon the words “rerdered” and any,” in seventh 
E ottywelth section, insert the word * andl 
Sixti—insert between tue words “rendered and,” in the fowr- 
ibenia une el twelth section tue tolowiag words: sand shoni 
the delendant see to replevy the property attached within the 
tme prescribed in section seventh, then the piaintitf shali kave 
tre ight torep.evy ihe same as prescribed i im said section.” 
eyent>—Add after the word “fail” in third line of fourteenth 


gontij Dn, tha 


section, the words * with good and sufficient sureties.” 
Eiz siveen the words “recover” and * thes in fonr: 

ine of fourteenth section, insert the words * ' possession of” 
Nintn—Inser* after the word ~ ottached” im the fourth line of 


fourteenth section Ds the words “trom the person in whose hand: 


-. at 


eens 
i. TGAY Of. 


Tent} inser: after the” enacting ciause or twenty-seventh 
section. and pees ine word “ail the word * “thai” 


Esyent—Dtrixe out the word “estate” waerever i occurs in 
e bin and piers the werd “property.” 
22 eormmitie e observed! cue caution in their scrutiny ani 
avestigaiion ofthe bi, and with the amendments which are 
sel £ miserlty of them think it shouic be passed. 
= eormnittes herewith return a bil suppiemental to, anc 
Ep.anltory oh an act “enti ea an act reguiating attachments, 
aporoveļ January 23th, 239, anc recommend that it be jald 


EDWARD GLARRK, 
Chairman. 


Miz. Grimes, chairman of the commitice on Finance, made 
the folowing TEpore: 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred “ A bill to 
be entitied an act for the relief of those persons having Promis- 
sory Notes of tue Government, that have been cancelled by A. 
AJ AL Jackson, as Agent. &., which said Promissory Notes 
aye poż been innded nor redeemet, have considered the sub- 


ject, and return the bill to the Senate with an amendment, and 
recommend Us passage. 


Bal 


Ameridment—In the preamble, thirteenta line, strike out 
t from some cause” and insert “on account of said act being 
repealed before said notes reached the seat of government.” 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed the folowing biis. vizs 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Judicial Districts, 
of the District Courts ; 

A bill to be entitled an actto provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1949: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Stuart; and 

A bill to be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to charge fees for business done in 
his office where the Sta‘e is not concemed. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett. the motion to reconsider the vote 
which passed to a third reading, 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the forieliture of certain 
neat cattle, hogs and sheep, was taken up, and the vote re-con- 
sidered. 

On motion of Mr. Wiliams, a bill to be entitled an act for 
the relief of Alfred Johnson, was taken up and placed among 
the orders of the day. 

Thé Senate proceeded tothe orders ofthe day. 

The nomination of Amos Clark for Judge of the Sixth Judi- 
cial District having been ntade the special order-of the day for 
this day, was, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, laid upon the table until to-mor- 
row. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
& petition of James A. Mason, attorney of the widow of John 
Joseph Odenath,” and on a * Bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of William K. Melton,” was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wiliamson, the report, petitionand bill, 
were referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the 
petition of B. J. Thompson, administrator and representative 
of Patsey Lewis was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred, together with the peti- 
tion, to the cemmittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the election of Elect- 
ors of President and Vice President of the United States was 


read, and, 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
_ State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Judicial Districts 
of the District Courts. i 

Read third time. 

MIr. Parker moved to amend the bill by striking out of the 
ninth section “ Anderson and Houston,” and inserting them in 

"the sixth section. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend by striking cut of the ninth sec- 
tion “ Anderson and Houston,” and inserting them in the fifth 
section. 

Rejected. 

Alr. Parker moved. to re-commit the bill to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Lost. 

The bill was then passed. 

Senators Parkerand Gage gave notice to the Senate, that they 
would enter their protests against the passage of the bill. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, by leave, made the following report: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred “ A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a patent for 
one league and one labor of land to the legal heirs of Henry 
Roberts, deceased, assignee of A. O. Williams,” have had the 
bill under consideration, and direct me to report that the claim 
set forth isnot sufficiently sustained by evidence to warrant 
the relief asked for. In order to give time for such evidence 
to be brought in that will authorize the Legislature to grantre- 
lief, they recommend that the bill be laid upon the table, and 
respecttully ask to be discharged from its further consideration. 


A bill to be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to charge fees for business done in 
his office where the State is not concerned. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Stuart. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Liley, a colored 
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s oman, together with the report of the committee on State Af- 
‚airs, recommending its indefinite postponement, was read, and 
report adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing in what cases the Gov- 
ernor may remit fines and forfeitures, was read and passed to a 
third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the widow and 
heirs at law of Major James L. Holmes, deceased, was read, 
and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State Texas for the year 1848. 

Read third time and passed. 5 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Kaufman, 
together with the rèport of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries thereon, offering an amendment, was read, 
and report adopted. i 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking out of the third sec- 
tion all after the word “water” in fourth line. E 

Adopted. 

Mr. McRae moved to amend by striking out “ Kaufman” 
wherever it occurs, and inserting “Ellis.” > 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus ; 

Year—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, McRae, 
Perkins, Phillips and Williams—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Bache, Burleson, Clark, Gage, Grimes, Jew- 
ett, Navarro, Parker, Wallace, Williamson and Wootten—11. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr.Gage moved to amend by striking out the eighth section. 

Adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to provide for the location of the 
county seat of Panola county, together with the report of the 
committee on Public Lands thereon, was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the payment of 
the pro rata pay due E. W. Moore, Post Captain commanding 
late Texas Navy, under the provisions of an act of Congress of 
the Republic of Texas, approved 5th February, 1844, together 
with the report of the committee on State Affairs, was read. 

Mr. Bache offered to amend by inserting the following: 

“A. G. Gray, $568 88; C. Cummings, $605 31; D. 7. ° 
Wilbur, $124 85; T. P. Anderson, $818 08; William G, 
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Lewis, $292 35; E.A. Weyman, $95 72; W. D. Price, 35 23; 
J. R. Smith, $11 60; D. W. Creary, S166 52; H. Vonigveet, 
#35 85; J. B. Hughes, 887 49; P. Turner, S47 71; Henry 
Gray, $32 31; and, Seiden Hubbard, $162 64.” 

Amendment rejected, and joint resolution passed to a third 


reading. 

Mr. Phillips moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned antil 3 
oelozk, P. M. 


£ 


3 clock, P. M. 


Senate met; roll ealled; quorum present. 

A bill to be entitled an act to estabiish the University of 
Lastera Texas, together with the report of a majority of the 
committee on the Judiciary, recommending an amendment, and 
a counter report of Mr. Phillips from the same committee 
were read, and the report of the majority was adopted. . 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by inserting the following: 

Sec. 9. Be iż further enucied, Fhat no person given to pro- 
fanity, vulgarity. drunkenness, or any other immoral cr ungen- 
teel conduct, shall ever be employed as a member of the facul- 
ty of said University.” - 

The President decided the amendment out of order. the same 
eing a part cf the section, stricken out by the adoption of the 
report of the majority of the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace. the rule was suspended; bill read 
third time and passed. 

On moiion of Mr. Cung, a bill te be entitled an act to author- 
ize the opening and construction ofa turnpike read from the 
city of Houston to Brazos river; was taken up; read third timc 
and passed, by the following vote: . 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cuny, Daney, 


E] 
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Gage, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarre, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, 
Wallace, Williams and Williamson—l15. 

Na¥YS—None. 

The following communication fromthe Commissioner of the 


General Land Office was read: 


General Land Office, 
February 17th, 1848. 


Hor. Jous A. Gree, 
President of the Senate: 


The Commissioner of the General Land Office, with a prope? 
sense of the respect due to his country and himself, would 
most respectiully ask leave of the Hon. Legislature, the right 
to defend his reputation dgainst the charges and opinions of a 
part of a committee of the House of Representatives, who re- 
ported such against him as if true would disqualify him to hold 
any place of honor or trust in the State, and such as would 
rank him in the lowest grade of felons. 

The undersigned, respectfully asks that a Joint committee of 
both Houses be appointed to enquire into and report the facts 
upon which the charges and opinions of said committee<are 
based. 

I am very respectfully, 
your ob'dt. serv't. 
THOS. WM. WARD. 


Myr. Williamson moved that the communication be received 
and laid upon the table until to-morrow. 

Mr. Jewett moved to lay the motion to receive upon the ta- 
ble, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood 
thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Burieson, Cuny, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Weotten—17. 

WNays—Messrs. Bourland, Clark and Dancy—8. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, theSenate adjourned until 9 o’cleck 
to-morrow morning. 
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* Friday, 9 oclock, A. M. 
February 18th, 1848, 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burieson. Clark, Cuny, Dancy. 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, 
Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—quorum pres- 
ent. 

The Journal of the preceding day wasread and adopted. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of Garret F. Langford, 
which was 

On motion of Mr, Williams, reierred to the Committee on 
Finance, x 

Mr. Wootten, from the committee on Enrolied Bilis. report- 
ed “Joint Resolution aathorizing and requiring the Governor 
to subscribe for three hundred copies of the Reports of Deeis- 
ions o? the Supreme Court of this State.” correctly enrolled. 
andthat the same hac been transmitted on this day te the 
Governor jor his approval. 

Air. Grimer, Chairman ofthe committee on Finance,to whom 
Was re.crrel va Dill to Le entitied ar aet ior the relief of per- 
Sons who purchased lois inthe city of Austin. and out lots on 


the tract adjoining” reported a substitute therefor, and recom- 


Mr. Grimes, also, made the following report: 


The Committee on Finanee, to which was referred the bil! 
and substitute to proviae jor ascertaining the publie debt of 
‘Texas, have given io the subject that consideration whieh its 
importance required, and instructed me to offer a bill which 
they trust will be aceepiabie to the Senate. 

iseussions hereto‘ore had on the subject, vour com- 
mittee nave been enabied to learn the views of many Senators, 
and have isbored io emboty insthe bill, their views, upon all 
the most prominent points. 

That this bill will meet the entire approbation of the Sen- 
ate, your committee will net presume; it the general provis- 
lons areaccepiabie, your commitice will feel gratified at the 
prospect of effecting something towards accomplishing the ob- 
ject so much desire, 
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The provisions of the bill contemplate restoring the officd of 
Auditer. Your committee recommend the measure for sever- 
al reasons, which appear to them sufficient. 

First. There would be a separate record kept in two of- 
fices, Auditor’s and Comptroller's, of all the Claims presented, 
so that should any error take place in one office, the other 
might detect it. 

Second. In ascertaining the outstanding claims against the 
Government, as well as te prevent fraud and imposition. It 
would frequently be necessary tohave reference to the records 
and papers in the Auditor's olfice, and in the office of the late 
Secretary of War and Navy. x 

Your committee would, therefore, recommend that the of- 
fice of Adjutant General, so far as pertains to the duties of Sec- 
retary of War and Navy, be dispensed with, and that all the 
books, records and papers, pertaining thereto, be transferred to 
the Auditor's Office, and that the Auditor be required to per- 
form all the duties now required of the Adjutant General, per- 
taining to the office of Secretary of War and Navy of the late 
Republic. 

it will be necessary to have recourse frequently to the office 
of Auditor and of the Secretary of War and Navy, in the class- 
ing and valuing. as weil as in ascertaining the amount of 
claims. 

No appropriation for the payment of the Auditor was made, 
at the last session. for ihe reason, that the Legislature con- 
sidered the office of not sufficient importance to authorize the 
expenditure. ; i 

Shonid the bili herewith presented, or any other law ‘for as- 
certaining the public debt, be passed, it will be necessary to in- 
crease the officers in the Auditorial department, if the whole 
of the duties be imposed upon the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counis, he will require one or more additional Clerks. The 
salary of an additional clerk, inthe opinion of your committee, 
may be saved by adepting the proposed plan, as the salary 
heretofore paid to the Adjutant General, wouid be sufficient 
remuneration for the Auditor. With these views, your com- 
mittee respectiully submit the bill to the consideration of the 


” Senate. 
JESSE GRIMES, 


Chairman. 
$ 
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Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act to au- 


thorize the issuance of Land patents to assignees of Executors, 
Administraters and Guardians. 
Read first time. z 


Mr. Williams offered the following Resolntiom 


“Ztesalved, That the committee on contingent expenses be re- 
quesied to take under consideration the expediency of printing 
the Journals of the last session of the Legislature, „and report 
by bill or otherwise.” 


The Senate preceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define more correctly the boun- 
caries of De Witt county; was read and passed to a third reade _ 
ing. 

A bill to be entitied an act to establish the county seat of 
Grimes county; was read, and passed to a third reading, 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Joseph W. E. Wallace, read 
Second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule, that the 
Resolution might be pui upon its third reading. 

Losi. 

A bill to be entitled.an act to authorize the opening and con- 
struction of a turnpike road across the Trinity bottom, togeth- 
er with the report of the committee on Internal Improvements, 
oliering a substitute therefor; was read, report adopted and bijl 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
requesting the withdrawal of the nomination of Amos Clark, 
for Judge of the sixth Judicial Distriet, accompanied “by the 
folowing communication from D. W. U. Clark: 


: Austin, Feb. 17th, 1848. 
To His Exeetiency, 
Groncc T. Wooo, 
Governor of the State of Texas: 


The undersigned, feeling daly authorized to represent the 
Hon. Amos Clark, who was nominated by your predecessor.for 
the office of Judge of the sixth Judicial District, and whose 
nomination is still pending before the Senate, respectfully re- 
quests, that you will withdraw the same from the further con- 


349 

sideration of that honorable body. He is induced to pursue 
this course upon perceiving. that great embarrassments have 
been thrown around his father’s “nomination, by a bill which 
has this day passed the Senate, to dismember the sixth Judi- 
cial District, and attach the county in which its Judge, (the 
present nominee resides,) to the fifth Judicial District, in which 

there is already a Judge. 
I am yours respectfully, dzc., 
D. W. C. CLARKE. 


Mr. Gage moved that the request be granted, upon which, 
the yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 

¥Eras— Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, iJancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Parker, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten 
—i%. > 

Nars—None. 

So the request was granted and the nomination withdrawn. 

A bill te be entitled an aet te legalize the marriage of Eli 
Gray, with Ann Eliza Gray; read and ordered te be engrossed. 

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the State of Texas, together with the report of the com- 
mitiee on the Judiciary thereon, was made the special order of 
the day for Tuesday next. 

Joint Resolution for the benefit of R. M. Potter, Collector of 
Customs at Velasco, during the years 1842, 1843, and 1844, to- 
gether with the teport of the committee on Finance, thereon; 


was read; report adopted, and joint resolution laid upon the 
table. 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned until 9 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Saturday,9 o'clock, A. M. 
February 19th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 


æ» > a. # 
The following Senators answered to their names: 
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The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Phillips presented the petition of James Alexander Pen- 
jarvis, which was read: and, 

Gr. motion of Mr. Phillips referred to the committee cn 
claims and accounts. 


Mr. Daney Chairman of ihe committee on State Affairs, 
made the ioLowing report: 


The committee on Affairs of State io whom was referred “a 
will to be entitied an act ie provide for the erection of Electors 
eo? President and Vice President of the United States,” with an 
amendment, after examining the same, have insirneted me to 
report the bill to the Senate with the foliowingfamendments, 
pto Wits} 

Amendment First : 

in Sec. 1, line 3, afer “and” insert “on the first Tuesday 
Heat alier the frst Monday in November.” 

Amendment secone. 

Ia See. 3. line 4, after “doliars” insert “recoverable in the 
name of the Governor.for the use of the State, on motion 
maae in the District Court, by the District Attorney, after ten 
favs previons notice given to the officer or officers failing to 
mase return.” 

Amerument third, 

in tec. 2. Ine 5, aiter doliars insert the preceding amendment, 
excepting the words “or officers.” 

Amenument igurth. 

in See. 5, line +, after “the” strike ont “second Monday in 
December,” and insert “fourth Monday in Nevember.” Sirike 
out irom “shail in 15th line tovforeit” in iftnline, and add to 
tue Section, “alter giving ten days notice thereof in writing to 
to the Secretary of State.” 

Amendment fifth. 
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In Sec. 6, fili the blank ssas to read “first Wednesday of 
December next.” 

Amendment sixth. 

In Sec. 7, line 3. after “attend” insert, “by the hour of two 
oclock inthe afternoon of the day pointed out in this act.” 

Amendment seventh. : 

Strike the 8th section out entirely, and insert: 

“Sec. & Be it further enacted, That the Governor shall, on 
or before the meeting of the Electors, cause three lists of the 
names of such Electors to be made out-and delivered to them, 
as required by act of Congress.” 

After examining the acts of Congress on the subject of the 
election of Electors of President and Vice President of the Uni 
ted States, these amendmenis have been adepted by the 
committee, as being in uccordance with the laws of Con- 

ess. 

2 am iherefore instructed to recommend to the Senate, the 
adoption of the amendments and the passage of the bill as 
amended. _ 


Mr. Clark, Chairman cof the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report. 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “a 
bili to be entitled an act to authorize a special tax to be levi- 
ed upon the citizens of Harris county” and, ° 

Also a bill to beentitled an act to authorize a special tax to 
be collected in the county of Guadalupe, have had the same 


under consideration, and have instructed meio report the same 
back to the Senate. 


These bills were referred to the committee to obtain their 


opinion upon the constitutionality of the tax proposed to be 
raised in the counties named. The committee stand so divi- 
ded upon the question, that it is impossible to report a positive 
decision, one way or the other, as the opinion of the commit 
tee. Some think the measure unconstitutional, some doubt its 
policy or expediency, while others are disposed to be governed 
by the wishes of the citizens of the counties. 

Underthese circumstances, I herewith report the bills for 
the consideration and action of the Senate. 

Accompanying the bills is a certified transcript of an order 
of the County court of Guadalupe county, made at the October 
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ADIN io be entitled an actto establish the county seat of 
orimes county. 

Read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate that the Hause bad adopted the substi- 
tute of the Senate fora bill or'ginating in the Horse, tote enti- 
tled an act io prohibit the boards of Land Commissioners in 
each county in this State from issuing certificates to any claim- 
ant whatsoever, unless the applicant or claimant shall previ- 
ously thereto have received a conditional certificate from 
some competent beard, 

Also that the House had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
to establish the Galveston and Red River Railway Company. 

Also that ibe House had adopted the following Resolution. 

“Heclved, That the Senate concurring, we prcceed to eera 
Commissisneref the General Land Office, on Saturday 26th 
last, at 12 oelocs, M.” 

A bul te be entitled an act to create the county of Caldwill, 
tegetLer with the report of the committee on counties and 
county bounlaries, cferinga substitute therefor. was read: 
and, 

On motion of Air. Brashear the bill and report were laid 
upon the tabce. 

Air. McRae, by leave. introduced a bili to be entitled an act 
te preseribe ire times oF Lelding the sessions of the District 
Courts, in the fith Judicial District. 

Read first time. 

Air. Yrallace, by leave. introduced a bill to be entitled an 
att ie preseribe the times for holding the District Courts of the 
fifth Judicial Districts. 

Read frst time. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate that the Horse had concurred in the 
amendments ofthe Senate to a bill originating inthe House, 
to Le entitled an act to authorize the opening and construction 
ci a Turnpike road fromthe city of Heuston to Brazos River. 

A bill to be entitled an actsupplementary to an act enti- 
tled an act to create the county oi Smith; approved, April 11th, 
1846, 

Head third time and passed. 

A bill te be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Mont- 
gomery. 


23 
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Read third time and passed. 

4 bill to be entitled an act organizing County Courts. 

Read second time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled ar act regulating elections. 

Read second time: anc. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on 
Apportionmen:, Privileges and Biections. 

A bill te be entitled an act to authorize the issuance of land 
patents to assignees of executors, administrators and guar- 
dijans. 

Read second time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitied an act to reduce to its constitutional 
size, define the boundaries and permanently locate the county 
seat or Henderson county. 

Read sesonce time: and. 

Cm motior of Air. Gage, referred to the committee on counties 
ane county bonndaries, 

A bil te be entitied an act to provide for ceding to the Uni- 
ted States. jurisdiction of certain lands in this State for public 
purposes. 

head second time: anc, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson referred to the committee on 

sate Affairs. 

A bill te be entitled an act to remove the Land Office of the 
Robertson Land District, from Franklin in Robertson county to 
Springfiela in Limestone county. 

Read second time and passed toa third reading. 

The report of the committee on Finance, on the resolution 
requiring them io enquire into the amount due Clerks of the 
District Couris by the Staie, &c., was adopted. 

The report of the committee on claims and accounts, on the 
petition of Luis Sanchez, was read: and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the report and petition were laid 
upon the table. . 

A DHI to be entitied an act to anthorize Sheriffs to charge 
mileage in certain cases, together with the report of the com- 
initiee on Finance thereon, was read. 
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‘On motion of Mr. Clark, the report was laid upon the table, 
and bill referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the names ofthe coun- 
ties of Cameron, Webb and Starr together with the report of 
counmittee on counties and county boundaries, offering a suk- 
stitute therefor, was read: and, 


On motion of Mr. Williams, the report and bill were laid up- 
on the table. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the time allowed to the 
Colorado navigation company, for completing the work con- 
templated by its charter, as mentioned in the 13th section of 
said charter, approved, January 18th, 1844,together with the 
report of the committee on Internal Improvements, offering a 
substitute therefor, was read and substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the bill was made the special 
order of the day for Monday next. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the reliefof Kisiah Taylor, 
Whose maiden name was Kisiah Cryer. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Tte report of the committee on Finance on a bill and sub- 
stitute to provide for ascertaining the public debt of Texas: 
was, on motion of Mr. Jewett made the special order of the 
day for Tuesday next. ` i 

å bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the purchasers of 
Austin city lots, together with the report of the committee on 
Finance, offering a substitute therefor was read. Report 
adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill te be entitled an act to incorporate Williamson acad- 
emy- 

tead second time: and, 


On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on educa- 
tion. 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado and 
Brazos rail road company. 

Read second time: and, 

Qn motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on In- 
ternal improvements. 

Joint Resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting our 
Representatives to procure the passage of an act of Congress, 
concerning the establishment of a temporary line of Military 


Posts, and relative to trade and intercourse with Indians. 
Read second time. 
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Mr. Jewett moved to amend by adding the following addi- 
tional section. 

“Sse. 4. That the Governor furnish a copy of these Reso- 
lutions to each of our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress. 

Adopted. 

The Joint Resointion was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, 

The rule was suspended, Joint Resolution read third time 
and passed. ~ 

A bill te be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Navi- 
gation company. 

Read second time: and, i 

On motion of Mr. Parker made the special order of the day 
for Wednesday next. 

Joint Resointion for the relief of Louis Sanchez. 

Read sncond time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett referred to the committee on Fi- 
nence. 

A bE] to be entitled an act for the relief of Moses Evans, 
surviving administrator of H. S. Williamson. deceased. 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Or motion of Mr. Phillips. - 

The Senate adjourned until half past 9 o'clock, Monday mor- 


e 
ning. 


Monday, 9 1-2 o'clock. a. xe 
February 21, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny; 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten. 

Quorum present. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 
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Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
es correctly engrossed the following bills and joint re- 
solutions, viz.: 

A bill to be entitied an act to authorize John H. Reagan and 
his associates to open and construct a turnpike road from the 
town of Buffalo, on the Trinity river, across the bottom, to the 
high land on the west side, in the direction to the town of Cor- 
sicana : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Moses Evans, sur- 
viving administrator of H. S. Williamson, deceased : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Kisiah Taylor, 
whose maiden name was Kisiah Cryer: | 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those who have 
purchased lots in the city of Austin, and tract adjoining : and 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives to procure the passage of an act of Con- 
gress concerning the establishment of a temporary line of mili- 
tary posts, and relative to trade and intercourse with Indians. 


Mr. Phillips, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following repert : 


“The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill 
to incorporate Williamson Academy, have had the same under 
consideration, and instruct me to submit the same withthe fol- 
lowing amendment, and recommend its adoption and the pas- 
sage of the bill, 

Strike out the proviso in the Ist section.” 


* Mr. Parker, Chairman of the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following Report: 


“The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the claim of James Alexander Penjarvis, for the loss ofa 
horse in the service of Texas,in the year 1835, have examined 
the same, and instructed me to report: 


That it is inexpedient for the Legislature to form itself into 
an auditorial board to legislate on all such claims, while itis 
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in contempiation to erect or establish a tribunal for that pur- 
pose: therefore your committee ask to be discharged from its 
iurther consideration.” 


Mr. Brashear oftered the following resolution : 


“Resoived, That the Secretary be required to read on each 
day, betore the adjournment of the Senate, a list of all the bills. 
resolutions and ciher matters laid upon the table, and of the bu- 
Siness made the speciai order for a certain day.” 


Adopted. 


Air. Jewett introduced a bil to be entitled an act to define 
the time of holding the Courts in the third Judicial District. 
Read first time. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives. 
imferming the Senate that the House had adopted the substi- 
tore of the Senate fer a bill to be entitied an act to create tke 
county of Hays: 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate to the following bill and joint resolution, which origina- 
ied in the House, vize ' 

A bill to be entitled an to establish the county seat of Denton 
county: and 

Joint resolution in behalf of Edward A Weyman, a resident 
Citizen of the county of Nueces: 

And also that the House had passed the following bills and 
joint resolution, viz- 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the southern boun- 
cary line of Collin and Denton counties, and northern bounda- 
rv Une of Dalias and Henderson counties - 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act creating the eoun- 
ty of Poix, approved March 30, 1846: 

A bili to be entitled an act appropriating certain fines and 
forfeitures: : 

A bill to be entitled an act better to define the boundaries of 
Walker county: 

A bil to be entitled an act to require all Mayors and Re- 
corders of incorporated towns and cities, to call a jury in tke 
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` anal of causes when the accused is subject under the law to fine 


a 


and imprisonment, or either, 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Jacob F. Winfree to 
adopt Zachary Taylor Long, as hislawful child: ` 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for deductions from the 
salaries of Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, and 
District Attorneys of this State, who may neglect the perform- 
ance of certain duties assigned them by law: 

A billto be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Comal 
county : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act for 
the relief of master builders and mechanics of Texas, approved 
January 23d, 1839 : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas J. Steel: 
and 

Joint resolution to validate the election of Mayor and Alder- 
men for the city of New Braunfels. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, a billto be entitled an act to cre- 
ate the county of Caldwell, was taken up and read, together 
with the report of the committee on Counties and County Boun- 
daries, offering a substitute therefor. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

Resolution of the House relative to going into the election 
of a Commissioner of the General Land Office, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, laid upon the table. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William Plucker. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Sarah Ann Kelton, 
wife of Oliver P. Kelton, a lunatic, to make valid conveyances 
of her real estate and negroes, 

Read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the names of the coun- 
ties of Cameron, Starr and Webb, was taken up and read, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, offering a substitute therefor. 

Report adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed, by the fol- 
lowing vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Gage, Grimes, Fitzgerald, 
McRae, Navarro, Wallace, Williams, and Woottea—10. 
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Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Jewett, Per- 
kins and Phillips—7. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the payment of 
the pro rata pay due E. W. Moore, Post Captain commanding 
late Texas Navy, under the provisions of an act of Congress . 
ot the Republic of Texas, approved Sth February, 1844, was 
Read third time. 

Afr. Gage moved a call of the Senate. 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, a further call was suspend- 
ed. 

The yeas and nays were then called onthe passage of the 
joint resolution, and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Gage, 
Jewett, Fitzgeraid, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Williams, Wil- 
Lamson and Wootien—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, McRae, 
Parker and Waliace—7. 

The President decided that the joint resolution was lost—be- 
cause under the Sth section of the Genera! Provisions of the 
Constitution, a bill making an appropriation for private pur- 
poses, Tequires a vote of two-thirds to pass it, and two-thirds 
not having voted for its passage. 

Mr. Philips appealed from the decision of the President. 

On motion of Mr. Ciark, the appeal was laid on the table un- 
tli to-morrow. ` 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate 
the Colorado Navigation Company, was read second time. 

Air. Williamson moved toamend by striking out all after the 
word “otherwise,” in the 5th section. 

Acopied. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend the 138th section, by stri- 
King out “said” before “Governor.” and inserting “the? and 
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after “Governor, inserting the words “ofthe State and,” and by 
adding the folowing at the end of the 13th section: “and all 
laws and parts of laws conflicting with the provisions of this 
at, be and the same are hereby repealed, and that this act take 
erect from and after its passage.” 
Ddonted. 
A bill to Le entitled an act for the relief of the widow and 
heirs at law of Major James L. Holmes, deceased. 
Head taird time and passed. 
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F bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Spring- 
field. 

Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. W. B. Wallace. 

Read third time and passed. is 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of Eli 
Gray with Ann Eliza Gray. 

Read third time and passed. 

Senators Parker and Gage entered the following protest 
against the passage of a bill to be entitled an act to establish 
the Judicial Districts of the District Courts. 


. Senate Chamber, 
February 21, 1848. 


Hon, J, A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 


The undersigned, availing themselves oftheir constitutional 
privilege, do soleranly protest against the action of the Senate 
in passing “a bill to be entitled an act to establish the Judicial 
Districts of the District Court, for the following reasons :— 

First, said bill, without necessity or any urgent reason, dis- 
mémibers the Sixth Judicial District, and distributes the same 
into three parts, not only without the request, but against the 
known wishes of the entire body of the people of that district 
as manifested by the authrized assurances of their delegation 
in both branches of the Legislature. 

Second, this division is the more inappropriate, inconvenient 
and oppressive, because it separates all the other counties of 
said district, but one from the county of Nacogdoches, with 
which they have all hitherto been connected by being in the same 
Judicial District since the organization of the first District 
Courts under the Republic of Texas, most of them, by the tie 
ofa common District Land Office, located at that place, and 
all by the consideration that they once formed a part of her ter- 
ritory, and have still kept up their acquaintance and social and 
A aa intercourse to a very great extent with her bar and 
people. 

- Thirdly.——The said bill attaches the counties thus separated to 
other counties and districts with which the bar and people ° 
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eaid SixthJudicial Distriet have heretofore had little or no in- 
~ tereourse or connection. 

Fourth.—By dividing said district into three parts, said bill 
will deprive the people. thereof of the benefit of the services of 
lawyers, who have been engaged in their causes for years, (yet 
andisposed of,) and who have, in many instauces, been paid by 
their clients for atiending to the same throughout, thus opera- 
ting most oppressively and injuriocusly both upon the people 
and bar of said district. 

Fifth—That instead of the people of the Sixth Judicial Dis- 
trict receiving a corresponding benefit from the creating of two 
additional districts, which wil cost the State an additional sum, 
annually, of four thousand five hundred doilars, they have been 
by that bili torn asunder, and thrown some counties off said 
disirict with the extreme upper counties on Red river, forming 
a string of counties up and down ine Trinity river, a distance 
not far short, if any, of three hundred miles, while other coun- 
ties are thrown with Northeastern counties to the extreme east- 
ern boundary ofthe State: and other counties are thrown with 
those to the East and Southeast down the Sabine to near its 
mouth, thus instead of connecting and more compact arranging 
the districting for the convenience and benefit of the people and 
bar as well as to enabie the Judges to discharge of the du- 
ties of the bench, the creating of two new districts, and 
in the passage of said bill has made the Sixth Judicial District 
its victim, and as the bursting bomb thrown said district to the 
three extremes as set forth above. For these and many other 
good reasons, we soiemiv pretest against the passage of said 
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DILL 


ISAAC PARKER, 
D. GAGE. 


A message was received from his Exeeliency, the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which, 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, was read; and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, made the special order of the day 
for Wednesday next. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing in what cases the Gov- 
ernor may remit fines and forfeitures. 

Read third time and passed. ` 

Abil to be entitled an act to remove the Land O fice of the 
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Robertson Land District from Franklin, in Robertson county, 
to Springfield,in Limestone county. 

Read third timeand passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to continue in force an act for 
the relief of those who have purchased lots in the city of Austin 
and tract adjoining. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Moses Evans, sur- 
viving administrator of H. 8. Williamson, deceased. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief Kisiah Taylor, whose 
maiden name was Kisiah Cryer. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize John H. Reagan and 
his associates to open and construct a Turnpike Road from the 
Town of Buffalo, on the Trinity river, across the bottom to the 
high land on the west side, in the direction to the town of Cor- 
sicana. 

Read third time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, 
Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—16. 

Nays—None. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow set-offs in certain cases. 

Read second time. 

_ Mr. Brashear moved to amend by string out “ certain cases,” 
and inserting “ one case.” 

Rejected. ` 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out the words “or 
State” in fifth line of first section. 

Rejected, 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend by inserting after the word “pur- 
ehase” in second section, “ nor ańy other than such as shall be 
due and owing to the party to such suit, or judgment at the 
time of the commencement of the suit.” 

Adopied. i 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend by striking out “ amount” and 
inserting “value” in first line, tenth section. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace offered a substitute for the bill. 
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Mr. Brashear moved to refer fhe bill and substitute to the 
committee on Finance. 

Lost. 

Question then recurred on the adeption of the substitute of- 
fered by Mr. Wallace, which was rejected. 

Mr. Brashear moved to amend by inserting the word “ mar- 
ket” between the words “equal” and “value.” 

Rejected. 

Me, Williams moved to amend by inserting after the word 
<& pay,” in the proviso, “in par funds;” andafter the word“ costs,” 
the words “ and expenses.” 

Adopted. 

The bil was then passed to a third reading. 

Mr, Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill te be entitled an act 
for the relief of David F. Webb. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wailace, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was, 

On motien of Mr. Williams, read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, made the special order of the day 
for Wednesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the nomination of John Hen- 
ty Brown, for Notary Public was taken up, and made the spe- 
cial order of the day for Wednesday next. 
~ A bill to be entitled an act, supplemental to an act, entitled 
« An act, to regulate proceedings i in the District Courts,’ ap- 
proved 13th Alay, A. D. 1546, was read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. W allace, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to beentitled an act to incorporate Berkely Academy, 
of Montgomery county. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on Ed- 
ucation. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Mount 
Pleasant, in Titus county. 

Read Second time, and, = 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 
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A bill to be entitled an actfo incorporate the town of Pales- 
tine, in the county of Anderson. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the several acts incor- 
porating the city of Houston. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to aselect committee. 

Messrs. Brashear, Parker and ‘Williams wereappointed said 
committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act incorporating the Houston Me- 
chanics’ Institute. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mir. Brashear, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

Joint resolution for the relief af Ford & Cronican. 

Read second time, and, 

Qn motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Joint resolution confirming a. certificate for one league and 
one labor of land, issued to John Vanderworth, by the Board 
of Land Commissioners of Austin county. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the Exchange of 
Books, Maps, Charts, &e 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on State 

A bill to be entitled an act to make an improved charter for 
Goliad city. 

Read second time, and, i 
5 On motion of Mr. Cuny, referred to the committee on the Ju- 

ciary. 

J oi resolution forthe reliefof Robert H. Beall, whé was per- 
manently disabled in the service of the country, “together with 
the report of the committee on Private Land Claims thereon, 
was read sand, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until 
ralf-past 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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Tuesday, Half-past 9 o'clock, a. m. 
February 22d, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, MeRae, Na- 
varro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Wiliam- 
son and Wootten. 

Quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the 
County Courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c. 

Also, that the House had adopted a resolution of the Senate 
to employ some suitable person to take charge of the Capitol, 
furniture, &c., with an amendment. ss 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the vote taken yesterday, upon joint 
resolution making an appropriation for the payment of the 
pro rata pay due E. W. More, Post Captain, commanding late 
‘Texas Navy, under the provisions of an act of Congress of the 
Republie of Texas, approved 5th February, 1844, was recon- 
sidered, and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the joint resolution was taken 
up and read, and passed by the following 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Williams, 
Williamson and W ootten—14,. 


Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, McRae, 
Parker and Wallace—7. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz.: 


A bil to be entitled an act te change the names of the counties 
of Cameron, Star and Webb; 5 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
Colorado Navigation Company. 
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Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report. 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred “ A bill to 
be entitled an act to authorize the issuance of land patents to 
assignees of executors, administrators, and “guardians,” have 
considered the same, and propose as an amendment, that the 
word “ sheriffs” be inserted in the caption, before the word “ ex- 
ecutors.” They recommend the adoption of the amendment, 
and herewith return the bill for the action of the Senate. 


Mr. Clark, chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: ` 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred “a resolution 
requiring them to enquire into the propriety and expediency 
of allowing persons holding legal certificates against the Gov- 
ernment, who, from error, mistake or otherwise, may have lo- 
cated the same, and report by bill or resolution,’ have had the 
said resolution under advisement, and direct me to report the 
accompaying bill for the consideration and action of ihe Sen- 
ate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize persons who have 
located lands through mistake, to float their claims or certificates 
and re-locate the same elsewhere. 

Read first time. 


Mr. Williams made the following report: 


The committee of Conference appointed on the part of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, to take under considera- 
tion “ A bill te be entitled an act authorizing persons who have 
received donation certificates under the provisions of an act 
granting lands to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto, 
and other battles, approved 20th December, 1837, to alienate 
said certificates and the lands acquired under them,” have con- 
ferred upon and considered the same, and agreed that the Sen- 
ate shall recede from its amendment, and let the bill pass as it 
came from the House of Representatives, and instructed us to 
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report the result of our conference to the Senate and House of 


Representatives, respectively. 
WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
WM S RAYNER, 
Chairman on the part of the House of Representatives. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Galveston and 
Red River Railway Company. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for deductions from the 
salaries of Judges of the Supreme and District Couris, and Dis- 
trict Attorneys of this State, who may neglect the performance 
of certain duties assigned them by law. 

Read first time. 

A bili to be entitled an act to require ali Mayors and Re- 
corders of incorporated towns and cities, to call a jury in the 
trial of causes, when the accused is subject under the law, te 
fine and imprisonment, er either, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Cuny offered the following resolution: 


“Resolved, By the Senate, the other House conenrring, that 
the two Houses of the Legislature meet in joint session in the 
Representative Halil, at 12 o’clock, M., on inst., to elect 
District Attorneys for the several Judicial Districts.” 


Mr. Williamson moved to fill the blank with Saturday “26th.” 

Carried. 

The Resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. Burleson. by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act for the relief-of James P. Wallace. 

Read first time. 

Mre. Burleson moved to suspend the rule, that the bill might 
be read second time. 

Lost. 

A biil te be entitled an act to authorize Jacob F. Winfree 
to adopt Zachary Taylor Long, as his lawful child. 

Read first time. 


A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of 
Walker county. 
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Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act appropriating certain fines and 
forfeitures. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act creating the 
county of Polk, approved March 30th, 1846. 
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Read first time. 
A bill’ be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Co- 
mal Gounty. 
' Read first time. * 


A bill to be entitled an actbetter defining the southern boun 
dary line of Collin and Denton counties, and Northern bounda- 
ry line of Dallas and Henderson counties. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas J. Stell. 

Read first time. 

Joint Resolution to validate the election of Mayor and Al- 
dermen for the city of New Braunfels. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Philips, Chairman of the committee on Education, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Education, to whom was referred the bill 
to be entitled an act to incorporate the Berkley Academy, have 
had the subject under consideration, and ask leave to return 
the bill with amendments, which have been proposed by the 
President and Trustees of said company, and with these amend- 
menis, recommend the passage of the bill. 

Amedments—iIn caption, strike out “Berkley,” and insert 
“Montgomery,” 

In sec. 1., 6th line, strike out “Berkley,” and insert “Mont- 
gomiery.” 

In sec. 2nd., Tth line, strike out “Berkley” and insert “Ment- 
gomery.” i 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an “act 
for the relief of master builders and mechanies of Texas,” ap- 
proved January 23d, 1839. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for ascertaining the 
public debt of Texas, together with the report of the commit- 
tee on Finance, thereon; was read, and 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, made the special order of 
the day for Thursday next. 

joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the Siate of Texas, together with the following report 
af the committee on the Judiciary thereon, was read. 


7 Committee Room, 
February 8th, 1848. 


Hon. Joes A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration “a 

Joint Resolution proposing so to altar the Constitution, as to 
. throw the election of such officers as are now appointed by 

the Governor, by and with the consent of the Senate, or elect- 
ed by joint vote of both Houses of the Legislature, to the peo- 
ple? and have instructed me to report as follows: 

ist. The committee cannot agree as tothe Judges of the 
Supreme Court—part wishing to except them ont of the pro- 
posed amendment; anda part thinking that they should be in- 
cluded. 

2d. A majority of the committee propose that the Secreta- 
ry of State be stricken out of said resolution, and that no alter- 
ation be made in the manner of supplying said office. A ma- 
jority advise, also, that the proposition to include Notaries 
Public, be rejected. i 

3d. It is the opinion of a majority of the committee, that 
the election for Disirict Judges should be confined to the res- 
pective districts, and they propose that amendment to the res- 
olution. ' 

Amended as proposed, the majority of the committee ap- 
prove the resolution and recommend its passage. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Perkins moved to lay the report upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, the report was adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. ClarkJthe Joint Resolution was laid upon 
the table until to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of La Vaca, 


together with the report of the committee on the Jndiciary 
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thereon, proposing amendments; was read; reportadopted, and 
‘pill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating attachments, together 
with the report of the committee on the Judiciary thereon, was 
read, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, made the special order of the 
day for Friday next. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution: 


* Resolved, That the committee on contingent expenses be in- 
structed to contract for the printing of copies of the captions 
of all of the laws, which have or may be passed at the present 
session ofthe Legislature, for the use of the Senate, to be ready 


for delivery immediately on the final adjournment of the pres- 
ent Legislature.” 


Mr. Gage moved to fill the blank with 1100. 
Carried, and 


Resolution as amended, adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the sale of the 
property belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by the 
late Government for Custom purposes, together with the report 
of the Committee on the Judiciary thereon, offering amend- 
ments, was read; report adopted, and bill passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a bill to be entitled an act to 
create the county of Caldwell, was taken up, and read third 
time, and passed by the following vote. — 

Yras—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten— 
is i 


Nays—None. . l 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Resolution of the House, 
relative to going into the election of a Cemmissioner of the 
General Land Office, was taken up. 5 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
“Saturday 26,” and inserting “Monday 28.” 

Carried, and 

Resolution as amended, adopted. 

Gn motion of Mr. Williamson, a billto be entitled an act to 
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allow set off’s In certain cases, was taken up, and read third 
time. ~ 

Mir. Brashear moved to adjourn until 9 o'clock to-morrow 
Morning. 

Lost. 

Mr. Brashear moved a call of the Senate, and the Sergeant 
at Arms was dispatched after absent Senators. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the call was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear the call of the Senate was re- 
newed. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the call was dispensed with. 

Mr. Brashear moved to lay the bill upon the table for one 
day. 

Lest. 

Several amendments being proposed to the bill, Mr. Wi- 
liamson calied fer the previous question, upon which the yeas 
and nays were called, and stood thas: 

Ynas—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Gage, Jew- 
ett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Perkins, Williamson and Wootten— 
Li. ° 

Navs—Messrs. Bouriand, Brashear, Cuny, Daney, Grimes, 
McRae, Parker, Phillips, Wallace and Williams—10.- 

The yeas and nays were then called on the final possage of 
the bill, and stood as follows: 

Ynis—Messrs. Abbott, Bouriand, Bache, Burleson, Gage, 
Jewett, Pitzgerald, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Williams, WH- 
liamson and Wootten—12. 

Nars—Messrs. Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy. Grimes, Me- 
Rae, Parker and Wallace—s. 

So the bill passed. 

A bill to be entitied an act for the relief of those persons 
having promissory notes o: the Government, that have been 
eancelied by A. A. M Jackson, as agent, &c., which said pro- 
missory notes have not been funded nor redeemed, together 
with the report of the committee on Finance thereon, was read, 
and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, Jaid upon the table until 
Friday next. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the commitiee on Claims and Ac- 
eounts, made the following report: 


The commitiee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
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ferred a bill for the relief of David F. Webb, have had the 
same under consideration,and a majority of the committee have 
instructed me to report. That an act was passed by the Con- 
gress of of the Republic of Texas, andapproved 14th January, 
1810, for the relief of said Webb, and that he has not received 
the full benefit of said act, and that there is yet due said Webb 
the amount of four hundred dollars. 

Your committee submit for the action of the Senate the fol- 
lowing amendments : , 

Strike ont all after the enacting clause, and insert the follow- 
ing; “That fhe Comptroller be, and he is hereby authorized 
and required to audit and allow David F. Webb, the amount 
of four hundred dollars, as follows: one hundred dollars due 
10th March, 1848, and one hundred dollars annually thereafter, 
and that the Treasurer is hereby required to pay the same. 

Be it further enacted, That the sum of two hundred dollars 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the payment of the 
two first instalments, and that this act take effect from and after 
its passage. l 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned antil 9 
o'clock to-morrow morning. = 


Wednesday, 9 o'clock, a. m. 
February 23d, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—the fol- 
lowing Senators answered to their names : , 

Messrs. Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, 
Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wal- 
lace, Williams, Williamson, and Wootiten—quorum present. 
_ The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Burleson presented the memorial of Henry Austin, 
which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements. 

A message was received from His Excellency the Governor. 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read. 
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Mr. Perkins moved to make it the special order of the day 
for Monday next—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, it was made the special order of 
the day ior Friday next. 


Mr. Phillips chairman of a joint special committee on the 
part of the Senate, made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
February 2ist, 1848. 


To the President of the Senate, aud Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the State of Texas: 


The joint special committee, io whom was referred the pe- 
tition ot Stuart Perry, have had the same under consideration, 
and after a thorough investigation of the various testimonials 
accompanying the petition, respectfully submit to your conside- 
ration the following report: 


On investigation of the documents presented by the peti- 
tionen we find that his ciaims consist of three distinct and se- 
parate demands against this Government, viz: 

First. For services rendered during our revolution, in equip- 

ing and piacing into the service of the late Republic of Texas. 
his brig, the Good Hope, which was employed during iiiteer 
monius in transporting volunteers, munitions of war, subsist- 
ence, stores, &¢., to our army from the city of New Orleans, 
and ior expenses inenurred ia said city, in furnishing office and 
ware-rooms ior recruiting volunteers and forwarding sup- 
plies. - > 

Second. For compensation for the unlawful seizure and sale 
of sundry merchandize at Live Oak Point, in September and 
October, 1838, by the Collector of Customs of the district of 
Arsansas, andselling the same in defiance of a writ of in- 
junction restraining the said collector from proceeding further 
in the matter until the same could be adjudicated by the courts 
of the country. 

Third. Reimbursement for the robbery and destruction of 
sundry goods, wares and merchandize by the volunteers in the 
year 1842, (the same being regularly imported and duties paid} 
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while yet remaining in the custom house of Aransas District, 
and under charge of the collector of that port. 

The first item here presented, is for fifteen months’ services 
of his brig, based upon the affidavit of Capt. Sawyer, who com- 
manded said vessel part of the time; who, therein declares that 
the charter of such a vessel as the brig Good Hope was worth 
two thousand dollars per month, Texas currency, as will be 
seen by reference to document K. This would makea sum for 
the fall term of fifteen months, amounting to thirty thousand 
dollars in the currency of the country fer the use of said vessel. 
Dedueting from this several credits given by Mr. Perry-amount- 
ing to four thousand six hundred and twenty-six dollars in mi- 
litary scrip, would leave a balance due him for the services of his 
vessel of twenty-five thousand, three hundred and seventy-four 
dollars. The testimony of Capt. Sawyer says: “two thousand 
dollars per month in Texas currency.” Your committee are of 
opinion that this refers to the value of our currency at the time 
and date of his affidavit, if so, and from the best information 
before your committee, this would deduct one half from the 
claim, which deduction we have made; but if he referred to the 
value of Texas currency on the ist of June. 1837, when theser- 
vices of the vessel ceased, then the deduction we have made is 
entirely too large. 

Deducting fitty per cent. from the above balance of 825,374, 
it reduces thé services of the vessel to twelve thousand six hun- 
dred and eighty-seven dollars; to this add rent incurred for ot- 
fice and ware-house, rooms. &c., paid in New Orleans during 
nine months, at $200 per moath, makes the sum due under this 
head $14,487. This amount being due and owing some time 
inthe month of June or July, 1837, your commitiee are en- 
tirely of the opinion that the said petitioner is legally entitled 
to interest from that date, and have so estimated the same from 
the Ist July, 1837, until paid. 

It may be necessary to revert to some of the principal facts, 
upon which the claim should be acknowledged. 

Your committee, therefore, would refer to the affidavit of 
Capt. Sawyer, marked K., who swears positively that the brig 

. Good Hope made five voyages from New Orleans to Texas, 
and on one voyage he avers that he had to go three times from 
Galveston to Velasco before he could discharge his vessel; and 
that there was no one toassume the freight. This evidenceis sas- 
tained by the affidavit of Capt. John Appleman, who command- 
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ed the schooner Flora, employed at the same time in the ser. 
vice of Texas, a brief extract of whose affidavit we here give: 
He‘says that he “was in a situation to know both the friends 
and enemies of Texas during the struggle for independence— 
declares that Stuart Perry, then of New Orleans, kept and sus- 
tained a fine brig in the cause of Texas about the space of four- . 
teen months—that when he first became acquainted with Mr. 
Perry it was under circumstances where he, Perry, risked his 
life to send out volunteers to our assistance—that he has him- 
seli been two months in procuring a freight for Texas, and two 
monihs more in performing the voyage, owing to the disabilities 
under which the country then labored.” [See further docu- 
ment R.] 

The fact that the brig Good Hope was employed in the ser- 
vice of Texas, is established beyond any reasonable doubt. 

By reference to document N, it will be perceived that 
William Lawrence, then Quartermaster at Galveston, states, 
that “he received from the brig Good Hope, commanded by 
William L. Sawyer, in the Spring of 1836, at different times, 
supplies for the military post on Galveston Island.” We also 
discover in the statement of William P. Harris, (then of Har- 
risburg) the following, “ The vessel (the Good Hope) was con- 
signed to me and brought supplies and munitions of war to 
the army, when it was in the greatest necessity, &c.” 

{See exhibit marked H.) 

In 1839, Judge Webb, then Secretary of State, in a letter to 
General Portis, says, “on examining the correspondence be- 
tween this Government and its agents, in New Orleans in the 
months of April and May, 1536, I find that Mr. Bryan in his 
letter of April 30th, states, they have not a dollar of public mo- 
ney, but that they send out an invoice of sundries—two six 
pounders and one brass cannon, and fifty volunteers, by the brig 
Good Hope.” . 

Tu exhibit marked Q., John Yerby states that while he was 
in New Orleans, “the companies of captains Price and Rodgers 
embarked for Texas on board the Good Hope.” 

Capt. Henry Austin confirms some of the above statements. 
(See document M.) 

Your committee have examined numerous other documents, 
ail of which are in corroboration of the foregoing statements, 
and convincing testimony ofthe timely and efficient aid given 
by Mr. Perry daring our struggle; As to the evidence in rela- 
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tion to the rent charged foroffice and ware rooms, (see the af- 
fidavit of Prior Bryan, who was arecruiting officer during the 
' year 1836.) Document (O,) and other statements. 

The only credits which we find in favor of the Government 
are the sums above mentioned, and the further sum of fourteen 
hundred dollars Texas promissory notes, which was paid to 
Mr. Perry for his partial relief, by authority of a Joint Resolu- 
tion “for the relief of Stuart Perry,” approved, February 5th, 
1840, to which reference is here made, (see document X.— 
This money reduced to par, its value being only in 1840 at 3 
for 1;say $466,66 constitute all the credits which we find. 

Your committee would here remark, that it appears from 
the evidence before them,that services ofgreat importance have 
been rendered by Mr. Perry to Texas, and at a time when the 
country stood in need of his assistance: It is true that some of 
the testimony is not sq full and satisfactory asit should have 
been, yet sufficient, as-we presume, to found a claim so meri- 
torious, when we take into consideration the robbery and bur- 
ning of his trunk in the city of Houston in 1838, which contain- 
ed almost all his papers and vouchers. (See Mr. Cruger’s affi- 
davit marked Z.) 

The time when Mr. Perry enlisted inthe cause of Texas. 
was doubtless, the darkest period of her struggle for indepen- 
dence. 

The country was embarrassed, without credit abroad, and 
destitute of any available resources at home. She was depen- 
dant onthe United States for men and means, and this could 
only be eflected by the volunteers who came to her rescue, and 
the contributions which were gathered from different parts of 
the Union, and then in direct violation of the proclamation of 
the President of the United States, and of the Governors of sev- 
eral of ihe States. Few men of wealth and influence would 
make advances in the cause; and those who did suffered disas- 
trous consequences. 

During these embarrassments of the country, Mr. Perry was 
engaged in mercantile operations in the city of New Orleans, 
doing a profitable business, and having the confidence of nu- 
merous mercantile friends. He embarked in the cause of Tex- 
as, contrary to their advice and wishes, to the great injury and 
complete prostration of his financial affairs. See exhibit “Y” 
and other documents accompanying. 

The second claim against the government in favor of 
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Mr. Perry, is the unlawfal seizure ‘and confiscation of sundry 
goods, waresand merehandize by the Collecter of Customs af 
‘Aransas District in September, 1838, and sold in direct viola- 
tion of iaw, and in deñance ofa protest and writ of injanction 
eee had issued from 7 proper tribunal! restraining any fur- 

her proceedings ofsaid officer of Customs until ‘the matter 
Da be fairis adjudicated. (See voucher |P. 

This anlawfal proceeding of an officer of the Government in 
dircet violation ofthe Judicial authorities of the country, with- 
cut Ziving the pariy interested an opportunity of being heard. 
mast evidently presentstrong claims upon this Government for 
redress, 
eer ve 
PCur sommitte> after a earefal seratiay ofthe evidence be- 
re them, zcemparing the articies returned, as tiled in the 
Concer soiree, with the original bills, discover oniva few 
hundred dollars difference, whieh may be accounted for by neg- 
ligence; or other causes of impradent conduction the part of 
the Con erior. 

From the estimouy of Mr. Fitzgerald. who appeared belore tie 
€ smmit:ze, it seams that it wasa combined scheme on the part 
a SETS. iD appropriate the goods to their own use, there 

evr perscasin tae neizhdorheod to pureuase at tae 
z EDOrMoIs cutrage Ov the agents ofthe Government. 
standing ofthis 2'aim without any definite ac- 
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ment, nas indneed vour commit- 
at 
e 
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goods, trom the returns mate to the Treasury Depart- 
ust have been sold at a great sacrifice. (See deen- 


ag 


= fall payment oi the petitioner's cemant. 
amtaatinz to BOIS. 5B. (See dozaments ace i goes P.) 
The last and smallest item claimed by the petitioner, is 
for goods taken out of F the Custom House by the volunteers in 
1347, at Live Oak Point, the samebeing in charge of the Co- 
_ leetor of Aransas District. 
These goods had been reeentiy imported trom Charlesto2. 
South Carolina. They w ere landed at Live Oak Point. The 
duties paid, and stored in tle Custom House, until Mr. Perry 
conid prepare a House je: a r reception at the piace where 
he wassettling. Whilethus employed in making improve- 
ments, the Mexicans invaded the country. A call was made 
for volunteers, several companies were shipped from Galves 
ton to Live Oak Point. Some few days after their arrival, 
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‘they broke open fhe Castom House took therefrom the goods 
stored by Mr. Perry, and appropriated thesame to their own 
use. ‘This actwas done without the knowledge of the com- 
manders ofthe companies, as we understand, and in the ab- 
sence of the Collector. The goods consisted chiefly of cloth- 
ing, and such articles as could be made use of in an army.— 
These facts are wellknown io two of the committee, who 
were residing near the place at the time. 

} This depredation upon the property of a citizen in the peace- 
able possession of a Government officer, must donbtless pre- 
sent a strong a claim to fhe consideration ofthis Government 
for adjustment. Your committee therefore recommend to the 
Legisl -ture the reimbursement ofthe amount claimed, as be- 
ing y jast and legal. (See document E) 


The following is a recapitulation ofthe claims of Mr. Per- 
ry, Showing, the amount due and the interest thereon, as 
agreed upon by the committee; and recommended to be ac- 


knowledged. 


Services of vessel 15 months, at 


$250 per month, $30,000 
Deduct credit, military scrip as i 
par, - 4,626 
25,374 
Deduct Sfty per cent discount, 12,687 
12,687 
To this add rent of office and ware ; 
rooms in New Orleans, 1,800 
: S 14,487 
Deduct $1400 in Texas Promissory 
Notes, paid in 1840 as 3 fcr 1 as par, : 466,66 
r i 14,020,384 
interest tenand a half years at 8 
per cent, 11,917,85 
25,938,19 


To amount of goods illegally sold 
by the Collector at Aransas in 1838, 6,023.68 
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Interest on same 9 years and three 


months at 8 per cent, 4457,51 10,481,19 
To amount of goods stolen from 


Custom House at Aransas in spring 


of 1812, 1,119.45 
Interest 5 years 9 months at 8 per 

ceni, 514,90 1,634,35 
Sam due on first January, 1848, 38,053,738 


As to the interest allowed, your committee believe that his 

claims being just, he is entitled te interest for the time elaps- 
ed asmuch as he isto the principal, especially in view of the 
deduction we have made and thelength of time these sums 
e been dre. 
n examination of the evidence before your committee, it 
nas been showa that Mr. Perry not only furnished a vessel ior 
transportation of volunteers and munitions of war, from New 
Orians io Texas, but that he advanced cash to the agents and 
officers of Texas, furnished supplies (muskets and blankets} 
ior the use of the army, for which a large sum yet remains due 
and owing, either from the government or its agents. (See 
document from Cémpiroiler's office, marked Q.) This amount 
he Goes not ask of this government, although it is the opinion 
of some of the commitice that the government is responsible 
tor the same. 

ft would exterd this report longer than we wish, to enter in- 
toa iui detail of all fhe circumstances connected with the his- 
tory of Air. Perrys efforts in the cause of Texas. It is wel 
xnown to ail, that our country was threatened with devasta- 
ton and rapine by amerciiess and inhuman foe, The inba- 
biiants were Heeling trom their homes, and the enemy's squad- 
ron hovered about our sea coast. Such was the gloomy pros- 
pect of Texas, when Mr. Perry stepped forward to sustain our 
drooping cause. His talents and influence were exerted inthe 
advancement of the cause of Texas, and his property placed at 
the disposai of her agents for the use of the army. _ 

At the close of the contest, he finds himself prostrated in bu- 
siness, Cestitute of friends and means to supply the necessa- 
ries of life. What deeds of valor present higher claims to the 
sympathy and patriotism of-a chivalrous nation, than those oi 
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straggers who came to her rescue at the darkest hour of her 
struggle for national existence. 

Your committee herewith submit to your honorable body 
the facts and documents accompanying the claims of Mr. Perry, 
believing that the honor and integrity of the State demand a 
speedy adjustment of them, as well as all claims incurred du- 
ring the revolution, and respectfully recommend the passage of 


the follawing joint resolution. 
. B. F. NEAL, Chairman, 


On part of House of Representatives. 
A. H. PHILLIPS, © 


Chairman, Senate. 


Joint resolution auditing and acknowledging the claims of 
Stuart Perry. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Navi- 
gation Company, was, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, read by its sections. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the 2d section, by inserting 
“Daniel” before “Tucker.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williams moved to fill the blank in the same section 
with “June.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Williams moved‘to amend by striking out “John I. Bur- 
ton,” and inserting “Elisha Clapp.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend by inserting after the word 
“Commissioners,” in 3d line, the following : “On the same 
day, at the town of Huntsville, under the superintendence of 
Thomas Gibbs, Robert Smithers and Samuel Wybrants, Com- 
missioners. On the same day, at the town of Crockett, under 
the superintendence of John |. Burton, Thomas P. Collins, and 

Commissioners. On the same day, at the town 
of Palestine, under the superintendence of L. S. Myers, WH- 
liam H. Lawrence and A. E. McClure, Commissioners. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the blank in the amendment was 
filled with “L. E. Downes.” 
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The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend the 3d ‘section by inserting 
the words “one half of,” after the word “after,” in ‘first Hne, 

Adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend the 5th section by striking out 
the words “it willbe practicable to render the same navigable,” 
and inserting “the town of Dallas.” 

Adopied. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend the 6th section, by inserting 
the words “one half of,” after the word “after,” in the Ist line, 
and striking out the word “whole,” after “the.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend the 7th section, by striking 
out “Buifaio.” in 4th line, and inserting “Alabama.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend further by filling the blank 
with “twenty.” 

Adopied. i 

Air. Williams moved to amend further by adding after the 
word “expended,” the following: “On said river below the 
point at waich the freight was shipped from, provided that no 
tolis shall be eharged tor the use of said river below the firs: 
sock, established by the company.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend the 9th section by striking 
out the jolowing words: “and keep the same in the bounds 
proviced in the 7th section of this act’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to strike out the 10th section. 

Carried. = 

Mr. Williamson moved to fill the biank in the 11th section 
with “twenty” 

Carried. 

Mr. Wiliams moved io amend the 14th section by insert- 
ing the words “as high up as Alabama,” after the word “act,” 
in 3d line. 

Adopted. i 

Mr. Williamson moved to add the following words: “and 
that this act take effect irom and after its passage.” 

Carried. 

The bill was then read as amended, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 
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A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in the 
amendments of the Senate to the following bills, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Kaufman : 

A bill to be entitled an act supplemental to an act entitled 
an act to create the county of Smith, approved April 11th, 
1846; and 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the seat of 
Justice of De Witt county: 

And that the House had passed the following bills, viz..— 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the public printing : 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the fourth section of an 
act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
issue patents upon unconditional headright certificates for land, 
approved May 12th, 1846. . 


Mr. Brashear made the following report: 


The select committee to whom was referred the bill to be 
entitled an act to amend the several acts incorporating the city 
of Houston, have had the same under consideration, and re- 
commend its passage, with the-amendments herewith submit- 
ted. 

Amendments—Strike out “two-thirds” wherever it occurs, 
and insert “a majority.” 

In Ist line, 3d section, strike out “half,” and insert “one-fifth.” 
Strike out the three last lines from the 3d section, and insert in 
lieu thereof, after the word “calling,” the following : “upon 
which a license tax may be imposed by law: provided, how- 
ever, such tax shall in no case exceed said license_tax: and 
provided further, that the said tax shall be imposed in the same 
ratio of the said license tax.” 

Strike ont the word “conclusive” in 1st line, 9th section, 

Strike out the 12th section. 

Oe I W. BRASHEAR, Chairman. 


Jeint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution 
of the State of Texas, was read, 

Mr. Clark offered a substitute for the joint resolution, which 
was read and adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend by striking out “Judges of 
the Supreme Court,” in 1st section.” . 


- 
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Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

YrEas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Navarro, Wiliam- 
son and Wootten—6. 

Nays—Alessrs. Bonrland, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, MeRae, Parker, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace and Williams—15. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Navarro moved the indefinite postponement of the reso- 
lation. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol- 
lows : : 

Yrss—Messrs. Abbott, Bache and Navarro—3. 

Nars—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Woot- 
en—138. 

Lost. 

The joint resulution was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until 3 
3 o'clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock. P. M. 


Senate met; roli called; quorum present. 


A bill to be entitied an act authorizing and requiring the 
County Courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &e. 

Read first time; and 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Internal Im- 
provements. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Johnson. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Williams offered a substitute for the bill, which was read 
and adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitied an act tó define the time of holding the 
Courts in the third judicial district. 

Read second time; and 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A biil to be entitled an act to prescribe the times for holding 
the District Courts of the fifth judicial district. 

. Read second time; and_ 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the times for holding 
the sessions of the District Courts in the fifth judicial district. 
Read second time, and on motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

Ab li to be entitled an act to define the times of holding the 
District Courts in the tenth judicial district. 

Read second time. ; 

Mr. Wiliams moved to refer the bill to the committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

Lost. À 

On motion cf Mr. Fitzgerald, the bill was referred to the 
committee on State Afairs. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the-Senate adjourned until half 


past 9 o clock, to-morrow morning. 


Thursday, Half-past 9 o'clock, a. m. 
February 24th, 1848. 


The Senate was calied to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson,and Wootten. 

Quorum present. . 


The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


- Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 


2 


The committee on Finance, to whieh was referred a joint 
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resolution for the relief of Luis Sanchez, have had the subiec: 
under coRs sideration. 

The preamble to the resolution sets forth the nature o’ the 
elaim. which claim is Guanes by evidences of an undout:. 
ed character, and presents itseli as one of more than ordinary 
meric, and caieniated to ae a! aw in his bebal. Noi- 
withstanding the acknowiedged Jasi iness of the Pani VOR 
committee deciine recommending the payment there : the; 
would ask leave to return the resolution tor the Ga ieee 
of the Senate. 


Mr. Dancy from the committee on Claims and Acco 
made the iohewing report: 

‘no committee on Cis aims ard Arcounts. io whom was te- 
ferred = che petition of Samuel W. Fisker. adimi inisty ator ofthe 
estate of James Wilmer Daliam. deceasec, ec.” baye in~crac: 
eC m> tostate io the Senate, that it appears that Mr. Dear. 
made his © digest of the laws ol Texas.” without being empio- 
eŭ bythe late Republic. and that the Bate aaes not owe NiE 
anytning theret. 


This seem- to be an application for an 3 Appropriation. vezaus: 
Aa. Dalam expe e.Ged 2 large amount OF money to palais sat 
work and died without aeriving uny proi irom bis laios. 

Tne committee think ‘that the Treasury of the State is noth. 


a Situation to jastiiy an approp- lation at ‘this tims. and insirac 
me io report, “that th ey consiger it inexpedient io gran! ib: 
prayer of the petit tioner. 
i JON W. DANCY. 
One ol the Connnittes. 


A message = received fram tae House of Representatives. 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the followiac 


A bii ic be entitied an act for the relief of Ann Terrei wi- 
dow and relict of i George W. Terrel, oo 


A bil to be e entitied an actin amend the rst, th ird anc se 
venthá sections of “ An act to define the times of holding the 
Courts in the several Jndicial Districts in the State of Texas” 
passed 1ith May, 1546. 

A bill ta be entitied an act io ereaie the county of Wiitam- 
80B- 
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A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Republican 
Academy, in the county ef Harrison. 

A biil to be entitled an act te define the boundaries of the 
eounty of Austin. 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to “an act, to incor- 
porate the town of Refugio.” 

ie bili tọ be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Brigance. 
Also, 

That the House had passed the following bilis, which origi- 
nated in the Senate, viz: 

A bill te be entitled an act for the relief ef the heirs of Pat- 
rick Reels; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act organizing the militia of Santa 
Fe. 


The Senate proceeded te the orders of the day. 


4 bil to be entitled an act to provide for ascertaining ihe ` 
Pablie Debt cf Texas, together with the report cf ihe commit- 4 


i 


tee on Finance, offering a substitute therefor, was read, and re- e 


port adopted. 


X 


Qa motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill was read section by sec- * 


tion. 

Mr. Wiliomson moved te amend the second section by stri- 
king out ~ three” and inserting “six” before “month.”, 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend further, by striking out 
* first day of January, 1859; and inserting “second Monday in 
November, 1849." 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to strike out all after “postponed,” 
in same section. 

Carried. l 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out“ record,” and in- 
serting “keep a correct list” = 

. Adopted. 

Mr. Jewett moved to insert “jointly” after “Comptroller,” in 
second line. ~ 

Carried. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend by striking out all after 
“Texas,” and inserting in leu thereof “and thirdly, such claims 
as are not suiliciently anthenticaied by vouchers, it is hereby 
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made the duty of the Auditor and Compiroller to report te the 
` next Legislature for its action.” 

Adopted 

Mr. Williamson offered the following as a substitute for the 

third seetion : 

"Bee. 3d. Be it further enacied, That it shall be the duty cf 
the Comptroller and Auditor, jointly, to report to the next bien- 
nial session of the Legislature for final adjustment the whole 
araonunt and character of the Public Debi, ascertained according 
tothe provisions of this act, together with such suggestions 
concerning the same as they may deem jast and proper; and 
they shall likewse report semi-annually, from the first of 
May. 1848, to the Governor, the amount and characterof claims 
presented and filed in thei office ; and it shall be the duty oi 
the Governor io cause a synopsis of the report io be printed ic 
some newspaper at the seat of Government in the Staie.” 

Tain 

Da motone? Mr. Williamsen, the fourth section was stric:- 
the loving vote: 


en out = 

Yeas—Messrs. Brasiear, Ciars, Cuny. Dancy, Gage, Jewett. 
Fitzeeraid, Navarro, Phillips, Walace, W iiams and William. 
20G—E2. 

Nays—Messrs. Bouriand, Baeae, Burleson, Grimes. McRae 


gan) Perk sins—5. 

Qu motion ci i Mr. Jewett the Bin section was stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the sixth section was strich- 
sn ont 

Mr. Willianron moved to amend the ca aption of the bil by 
strizing ont “ine” beiore “ascertaining.” and ‘and payment of 
tae” after “ascer aining.” 

Adoptes. 


_ W. e pa oe F = apps ae = oF Sy a 
Vir. Baren moven to reromimit the bil to the commit 


= fs 

eo Indian Afiairs. 

Lost. 

Air. Wiihemson Inoved to add tothe third section vand that 
this act take eee troinand afer its passage.” 

Carried 

Mr. Barle eson moved to strike out the enacting clause of the 

Dil, 


Alr. Burleson, by eave oithe Senate, witLdrew the motion tu 
sirike out. 
On motion of Mr. Barie-on, the bill was laid upon the tabl». 
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A bill te be entitled an act to authorize a special tax to be 
collected in the county of Guadalupe. 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitledan aet te authorize the county court of 
Fort Bend to leavy an additional tax. 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act te authorize 2 special tax to be 
levied upon the citizens of Harris county, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of David F. Webb, 
together with the report of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts thereon, offering amendments, was read. _ ` 

Report adopted, and bill ordered tobe engrossed. 

Mr. Wallace moved to suspend the rule. 

Lost. 

The report of the committee of conference, on the bill to be 
entitled an act authorizing persons who have received dona- 
tion certificates under the provisions of “an act granting land 
to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto, and other bat- 
tles,” approved December 20th, 1837, to alienate said certifi- 
ey and the lands acquired under them, was read and adept- 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate adjourned until 9 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Friday, 9 o'clock, a. m. 
February 25th, 1848. 


The Senate was called -to order by the President—The foi- 
lowing Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, 
Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten. 

Quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, made the following report: 


Tuec oraltiee on internal Improvements, to whic ch was re- 


mela bH io be entien araci to incorporate ibe Colorado and 
Brazos Raiiroad Compary. have considered the same. and 


ngori oz saig committee instruci me io return the biil to the 


Senate. aid recommend its passage. 
Air. Wiliams 0.35 made the foowing report: 


The committee on wmterna. improvements, to whom was re- 
ferreloa Dili to be ented ar act authorizing aud requiring 
Ionty couris fo Termate ra nd appoint overseets, ÂC. 
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ALi. Clara, chairman of the committee on the J udiciary, made 


«© 
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£ .fo whim vas referred “a resciu- 
ie oaos zed by the Senate, detiaring that sessions of tke Su- 

i in three paces in the Ŝtate. One 
iaoe ezet of the Trinity river, one piace west cf Trinity. 
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and east of Colorado river, and one place west of Colorade. 
river,” have had said resolution under advisement, and here- 

with report for the consideration and action of the Senate, a 

bill carrying out the provisions of the resolution aforesaid. 


A bill to be entitled an act to organize the Supreme Court of 
the Siate of Texas. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary also 
made the following report: 


Ata meeting of a majority of the Judiciary committee, “a 
bill to be entitied an act organizing county courts,’ was con- 
sidered and discussed, and a majority of those present, directed 
me to report tha same back to the Senate. and recommend that 
it be passed, with the following amendment: 

Strike out the words “any n-glect of duty or” in second line 
of 23th section. 


Mr. Clark also made the following report: : 

A majority of the committee on the Judiciary having consi- 
dered “a bili to be entitled an act to authorize Sherills to charge 
and receive mileage in certain cases,” have instracted me tore- 
turn the same to the Senate and recommend that it be laid upon 
the tabie. 


Mr. Perxins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported the following bills and joint resolutions, viz: 


A bill te be entitled an act for the relief of David F. Webb. 

À bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred John- 
son. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Naviga- 
tion Company. tag 

And Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the State of Texas, correctly engrossed. 
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Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Aflairs, made 
the following reports: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“An act to define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
tenth Judicial District)’ after examining the same, have instruct- 


ed me to report i back to the Senate and recommend its pas- 
sage. 


The committee on Affairsof State, to whom was referred “u 
bil to be entitled an act to provide for the distribution of the 
Laws, Journals and Reports of the Supreme Court of Texas,” 
have had the said bill under consideration, and instructed me 
to reportit back to the Senate and recommend its passage. 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred. 
“an act to authorize the Governor to appoint commitiees during 
the recess of the Legislature to examine into the condition oi 
the several departments of the Government.” have examined the 
same, and instructed me to report the bill back to the Senate, 
with the following amendments, (to wit:} 


$ A 
amendment first— 
in Sec. 1. line 3.afer “ Governor” insert “schenr-ver he deems 


Sh: asnon an oY tints aun Weenie caer la eet TENE e © 

it expedient.” and im line J, strike ont "business nen” and in- 
x pk os ts 

sert “competent persons.” 


te 


Amendment secong— 


In See. 5, line 9, strike out “five” and insert “three,” and re- 
commend the passage of the bill as amended, after the adoptioz 
of the foregoing amendments. 


Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Columbus C. Browning. 


Read first time. 

On motion of Burleson, 

The rule was suspended, bill read second time, and referrec 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 
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Mr. Perkins moved to amend the 42d rule of the Senate, by 
strking out the words “or motion.” 

Lost. ; 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills which originated in the Senate, viz.: 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jesse H. Cart- 
wright. 

A bill to be entitled an act ic establish the Judicial Distriets 
of the District Courts. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the second section of an 
act for the incorporation of the town of Paris, the county seat 
of Lamar county, approved February 5th 1945. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing Charles TSovington 
and his associates te establish a Ferry across the river Yegua, 
and constructa causeway across the bottom lands thereof. 

And that the House had adepted a substitute of the Senate 


for a bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Cald- 
well. 


Also, thatthe Heuse had passed the following bills and joint 


resolutions, Viz. 


A billto be entitled an act to amend an act to regulate proe- 
eeedings in the Dis riet Courts, approved 13th May, A. D. 1846. 

A biii to be entitled an act for the relief of persons who have 
paid Government dues en field notes which were subsequently 
withdrawn. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cass academy. 

A bill to be entitled an act making additional denatians of 
land for the purposes of education. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating Ferries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent burning the woods and 
prairies. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the method of trying 
therights of property levied on under writs of execution, se- 
questration and altachment, where the same is claimed bya per- 
son who is not a party to such writ. 
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334 


A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the appointment of a 

Fiseal Agent, and ior the better security ‘of the Revenue. 

A bil to be entitled an act to provide for the organization of 
new counties. 

A bill to be entitied an act regulating marks and brands. 

A bili to be entitled an act to ‘amend ‘the first section of an act 
suppiement tary to an act regulating the sale of runaway slaves, 
approve ed January oth, 1841. 

A bil te 3e entitled an act for the relief of Isaac Delany. 

A bil to be entiied an act regulating sequestrations. 

A DIL io be aba an act authorizing the holders of unloca- 
ted balances of certificates in certain cases to locate them. 

A bil io be entitied an an act to provide for enclosing cotton 

ins. 
j ADIL to be entitied an act to incorporate the Galveston 
Steam Ferry. Ereigzt and Tow-Boat Company. 

Joint rerortion tor the relief of the heirs or legal representa- 
tives oi R. G. Hai deceased. 

A joint resoiution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
Aerouns to 1o transier to SS. Jounson. an Ausi city lot. 

Joint reemwtion for the relief cf Theodore Maltby, who was 
Gisabied iur ie in the service ol the country. 

J oist resolution authorizing the transfer of one-half of a cer- 

‘ain iot in the city of Austin. on certain conditions. ° 

And joint resowtion for the relief of J. Harris Catlin. 


zt a 2 
Tre Senate proceeced to the orders of the day. 


o beentinedan act for the relef of Alfred Johnson. 
Rea odes and a 
A 2 to be entitied an act to Incorporate the Trinity Navi- 


ti 

Re ad: third time, and passed by the foliowing vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bouriand, Brashear, Bache, Burle- 
son, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navar- 
TO, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, W. illiamson 
and Wootten—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Clark and Gage—2. 

A Dili to be entitled an act for the relief of David F. W ebb, 
was read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—-Mes-rs. Bourland, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Gage. 


i 
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Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace and 
Williams—12. 

Nays—Miessrs. Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes and Mc- 
Rae—5. . 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the State of Texas. ~ 

Read third time. 

The yeas and nays being called on its final passage, stood 
thus: . 

Yeas—Messrs: Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Parker, Perkins, 
Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootte n—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache and Navarro—4. 

So the resolution was passed. - 

A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read. 

And,on motion of Mr. Brashear, made the special order of 
the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. Dancy made the following report; 


The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Chauncy Johnson, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and instructed me to return the papers to the 
Senate,and recommended that they be laid upon the table, as 
they are of opinion that this claim should not be acted on, un- 
less some general law is passed on the subjec:. 

. JON W. DANCY, 
One of the Committee. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, and report 


adopted. 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons ha- 
ving Promissory No‘es of the Government that have been can- 
celled by A. A. M. Jackson, as Agent, &e., which said Promis- 
sory notes have been funded, nor redeemed, together with the 
report of the committee on Finance thereon, was, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, made the special order of the 
day for Wednesday next. 


Mr. Perkins, by leave, intreduced a bill to be entitled an 
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act to incorporate the town of © Oambia, on the Brazos y 
so Srezoria: eounty. 
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A bill to be entitled an act regulating attachments, together 
with the report ofthe committee on the Judiciary, offering 
amendments; was read and report adopted. 

Mr, Wallace moved to amend the 12th section, by striking 
out all after the word “in.” in fourth line, to the word “so,” 
insame line, and insert “for the amount of the debt and inter- 
est thereon, or at his election for the value of the property.” 

Adopted. 
Mr. NVallane moved to amend by striking out the words “in 
double,” in dth line, 14th section, and inserting “for.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by inserting the words, “and 
interest,” after the word “debt,” in 4th line lth section. 

Adopted. 

Air. Jewett moved to amend the 26th section, by striking 
out the words, “will prove his debt or demand, on a trial at 
law, atid inserting “will prosecute his suit with effect.” 

Adopted. 

Bill was then passed to a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Bache, the Senate adjourned until 3 o- 
clock, p. m. 


? 


gZ o'clock, p. m. 
The Senate met—roll called—-quorum present. 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of La 
Vaca. 

Read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the louse of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had adopted the Resolu- 
zion of the Senate, to gu into the election of District Attorneys 
on Saturday ihe 26th inst., at 12 o’clock, M. 

Ako, ikat the Hone had coneurredin the amendment of 
the menate to the resolution of the House relative to going in- 
to the eleetion of a commissioner of the General Land Office, 
on Menday the 24th inst. at 12 o'clock, M. = 
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’ pini to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Coma! 
vounty; read second time, and E 
On motion of Mr. Navarro: referred so the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 
A bil to be enthied an act better io define the boundaries 
-of Walker county; read second time and passed to a third 
reading. 
A Dil to be entitled an act to amend “an sct creating the 
eounty of Pok” approved Marck 30th, 1846. 
mead second time and passed to athird reading. 
Mr. Wallace odered the following resolution: 


“Kesoived, That a special committee of six, be composed o? 
one and no more from each Judicial district in the State ex- 
cept the first, third, seventh and .enth, be appointedto prepare 
and report to the Senate, by bill or otherwise. tre times a 
whieh the District Court :xchould be held in each ofthe differ. 
ent counties included in said Districts respectively” 

Adopted. 


A DH to be entitled an net better defining the southren bourn- 
dary ine ef Collin and Denton cotntles, and nor “ern tour- 
dary ine ol Dellas ana Henderson coun nth .&: read sie 

pd 


On motion of Mr. Williams. laid upon the tal le. 
Mr. Waliace uilered the joliewing resolution. 


t the Senate will daily adjourn until 8 o'clock. 


TER. 


Me 
a. ma O oF the e enszing day. unless a diferent tine be specifiec 


Adonte: 
On motion of Mr. Navarro, Joint Resolution fer the benefit 


of R. M. Potter. Collector of Customs at 4 vlase, curing the 


years 1822, 1543 and 1544, was taken up and pieced among 
the orders of the d dar 


A bill to be entitied an act to authorize Jacob F. Winfree te 
adopt Zar nar y Taylor Loag as bis lawful chid. 


On the oz estion. shail the bi) nass to a ‘hird rending? 
The yeas and rays were called and stood iuus: 


al 


Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Grimes. 
Fitzgerald, McRae and Perkins—8. 
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Nays—Messrs. Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, Navarro, Par- 
ker, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and \vootten—10. 
So the Senate refused to pass the bill to a third reading. 


A bili to be entitled an act appropriating certain fines and 
forfeitures; read second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Senate adjourned. 


Saturday, 9 o'clock, a. m. 
February 26, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 


The following Senatorsanswered to their names. 


Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 
Fitzgerald, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Wooten. 


Quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day wasread and adopted. 


Mr Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following report. 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
the following Joiat.Resolutions, (to wit:) 

Joint Resolutions responsive to the resolutions of the Gener- 
al Assembly of the S:ate of Rhode Island and Providence Plan- 
tations.” 

“Joint Resolutions of the State of Texas,, responsive to the 
Resolutions relative to Slavery and the Mexican War, passed 
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Vermont,in the mun‘h of November, A. D. 1846,and transmit- 
ted to the Governor of this State.” 

And “Joint Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
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Texas, responsive to the Resolutions of Virginia, adopted in 
March, 1847,” have had the same under considera ‘ion, and af- 
ter mature deliberation. haveinstructed me to report a set of 
Joint Resolutions, as a substitute for the Joint Resolutions re- 
ferred, and recommend the adoption of the substitute, and the 
passage thereof by the Senate. 


Mr. Clark. Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the fellowing repori. 


Ata meeting of a part of the Judiciary committee, a Dill to 
be entitled an act to amend the first, third and seventh sections 
of “an act to define the times of holding the courts in the sev: 
eral Judicial districts in the State of Texas, passed 11th May, 
1846." was taken in consideration, and those present instruet- 
ed me to report it back to the Senate without amendment, and 
recommend its passage. 

They have also directed me to return “a bill to be entitled 
an act to define the time of holding the Courts in the third Ju- 
dicial district,” and recommend that it be jaid upon the table 
the third Judicial district being embraced in the bill herewith 
returned, and recommenced for passage. 


Mr. Clark, also. made the folowing report. 

The Judiciary committee, or a part of them, have had under 
eonsideration “a bill to be entitled an aet to establish a State 
Penitentiary." and bave instructed me to return the same for 
the consideration and action of the Senate. 

By returning the bill without amendment, the members of 
the eommitice present. de not pretend to say it is perfect— . 
They think that many good and valuable improvemenis might 
be made, but in view of the advanced period of the session, 
they are unwilling te suggest or propose amendments, which 
might tend to retard or defeat any measure, supposed te be so 
muez needed, and wuieck isso earnesily desired, and eon Gdent- 
ly expected by the ecuamunity, as it isthcught this is. The bill 
is sufficient, pernaps, to start the werk, and keep it in progress 
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until the meeting of the next Legislature, by Which time, experi- 
encé will have so marked and pointed. out its deficiencies, that 
it can be amended in a safe and more beneficial manner than 
at present.” 

For himself, the undersigned would remark, that he doubts 
very much, whether under our present circumstances, and our 
prospects foryears to come, the measure is expedient or politie, 
and also, whether the friends of Penitentiaries, have in the 
plan proposed, any sure prospect of the erection of a State pris- 
on within a number of years. 

° EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark, also, made the following report: 


At a meeting ofa part of the Judiciary committee, a “Joint 
Resolution proposing an amendment,and a change of the Con- 
stitution of the State, (to wit:) 

That the 27th section of the third article of the Constitution, 
which prohibits Minister’s of the Gospel, or Priests of any de- 
nomination whatever, being elected to the Legislature,” was 
taken into consideration, and a majority decided to report it 
back to the Senate, and recommend its passage. 

As the debate, which it is supposed this resolution will elicit, 
will afford those who advocate it, an opportunity of giving the 
reasons which impel them to support the proposition to strike 
from the Constitution the section’ aforesaid, it is deemed un- 
necessary ‘to state them here. 


EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: . à 


_ The committee on Finance, to which was referred the peti- 
ton of Garrett F. Langford, praying to have certain fines 
and penalties remitted, have had the petition under considera- 


tion. Your committee are of opinion that the power to remit 
26 
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Snes and orties, is exclusively vested in the Geverser by 
the Coansiiution They. There‘ore, return the petition and ask 


* = Benak woe 3 teeny n wrni m pry g5 + ti 
<8 DE Qs aac PCL LS Vee? CORTETA. 
ms > me bad vi bad TI ~—. 
AL Grimes 2.80 made the iovowing report: 


“Phe ecmmitiee on Finance, to which was referred a bil to 
be entiued “an aci to amend the third section efan ect to pro- 
vide far the disposition ef the funds received from thee nied 
States, approved Sd January. 1545, kave had the same under 
consideration, and retorn the bil te the Senate,and recommend 
ts rasse 

Mir. Worten from the committee ou Enrolled Bills, report- 
al as ClrITetiy enrowad, “an act to establish the Judicial PEs- 
tins ci ibe District Courts” and that the same had been trans- 
mitted to the Grovemar ter his approval. 


aeed a bill to be entitled an act to define 
=o e508 of honz te Copris inthe ninth dadi iat District 
wae ee Oe a had a ae me GEMS im ine nimi u Iig: ISTICL 
The President ci the Senate appointed Messrs. Burieron 
- es Sy a e eat $ Sed - 
Navarre. Waevace, Cars, Wooten and Williams, a specie 
ogromittes 10 prepare and reporiioe te Senate by bill or othe: 
wise, the times ai which ihe District Courts should be held in 
each cf the Chierent counties, respectively, in the 2d, 4th, 5th, 
6th, Shand Hh Judicial Districts. 


‘Tre Senate proceeded to ihe orders of the day. ` 


Joint Reselsion anditing and acknowledging the claims ot 
Stuer Perry egeinusi the iate Republic of Texas, 

Read second time, and erdered to be engross 

‘The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts,.cn 
“ne petition of Samuel W., Fisker, administrator of the estate 
of James Wilmer Dalam, deceased, was read and adopted. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolutions, viz.: 


ate 
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A pill to be entitled an act for the establishment of free pub- 
Jie schools : ; 

a bill to be entitled an act better defining the marital rigkts 
o ies: 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to pro- 
vide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Tex- 
as, approved April Lith, 1646 : 

Joint resolution for the relief of Lewis Thuner : and 

A joint resolution appropriating $100 for the purpose of pro- 
curing a map of Shelby county. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Louis Sanches. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Jewett offered a substitute for the 1st section, which was 
read and adopted. 

The joint resolution was then ordered te be engrossed. 


A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, was read, and made the special 
order of the day for Monday next. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Harrisburg and 
Rio Grande Railway Company: 

Read second time; and 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements, 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
reported, = i 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the election of Elec- 
tors of President and Vice President of the United States: and 
a bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the Dis- 
trict Courts in the tenth judicial district: correctly engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled an act providing for the sale of the pro- 
perty belonging te the State of Texas, formerly used by the 
late government for custom purposes. 

Read third time and passed. 

A billto be entitled an act to change the names of the counties, 
of Cameron, Star and Webb. 

Read third time and passed. 
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A bill to be entitled an actto incorporate the town of Pales- 
tine, in the county of Anderson. 

Read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, a bill to be entitled an actto 
am a the Ist, Sd asd 7th sections ofan act to define the times 

f holding the courts in the several judicial districts in the State 
ot of Tea: s, passed lith May, 1846, together with the report of 
the committee on the Judiciary, was ‘taken up and read. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the bill was read third time and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Philips, 

A bill to be entitled an actto define the time of holding the 
district courts in the tenth judicial district, was taken up, Tead 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the rale was suspended: 

Bil read third time and passed. 

Or motion of Mr. Jewett, a bill tobe entitled an act to cre- 
ate the county of Williamson, was taken up, read first time, 
rie suspe: nded, read second time, and referred to the committee 
on Counties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
Colorado Navitation Company. 

Read third time. 

Mr. Dancy moved to lay the bili on the tabie. 

Lost. 

Mr. Cony moved to amend by striking out “or flat boats,”, 
in 13th section. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to strike ont “twenty” and insert “fifty,” 
in 15th section. 

Lost. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the passage of the 
bil, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cany, 
Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, W iiliams, 
Williamson and W Cate 

Nays—Mes:rs. Clark, Dancy, Gage, Phillips, and Wal- 

lace—5. 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. Cany ofered the folowing resoimtion: 
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“Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
Senate, to act with a like committee on the part of the House, 
to draft a memorial to the Hon. the Congress of the United 
States, setting forth the claims of the citizens of Texas for re- 
muneration for injuries done their property during the war 
between Texas and Mexico, and praying that Hon. body to 
cause the Mexican government to make just remuneration for 
the same, and to require a stipulation to be inserted to that ef- 
fect in the treaty of peace, hereafter to be made between the 
two governments.” 


Adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the election of Elec- 
tors of President and Vice President of the United States. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Berkley Acade- 
my, of Montgomery county, together with the report of the 
committee on Education, offering an amendment, was read, 
report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the Senate adjourned for fif- 
teen minutes, preparatory to going into the election of District 
Attorneys. 


Senate met—roll ealled—quorum present. 


Mr. Phillips moved to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday, 
which refased to pass to its third reading a bill to be entitled 
an act to authorize Jacob F* Winfree to adopt Zachary Taylor 
Long, as his lawful child. i 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the motion was laid upon the ta- 
ble. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate repaired to the House 
of Representatives for the purpose of going into the election of 

District Attorneys. 
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IN JOINT SESSION. 


Nominations for District Attorney for the first Judicial Dis- 
ziet being in order, 

Mr. Cuny nominated Mr. Hiram G. Waller. 

Mr. Bache nominated Mr. Henry B. Andrews. 

There being no other nomination, the following Senators 
voted for Mr. Waller, to wit: 

Messrs. Burleson, Cuny, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzger- 
aid, AicRae. Nararro, Parker, Williams, Williamson and 
Woottenr—12. : 

For Mr. Andrews—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, 
Clark, Dancy, Perkins, Phillips and Wallace—8. 

Upon the part of the Howe, Mr. Waller received 43 votes, 
Mr. Andrews received 15 votes. 

Air. Wailer having received a maicrity of all the votes, was 
€eclared by the Speaker of the House daly and constitutional- 
-¥ elected District Attorney for the first Judicial District for the 
term of two years. 

Fer District Attorney for the second Judicial District, 

Mr. Burleson nominated Mr. John A. Green. 

‘There being no cther nomination, the following Senators vo- 
tec for Mr. Green: 

Messrs. Pourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Pitzgerald, MeRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Pbilips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten —20. 

nthe part cfihe House Mr. Green received 57 votes. Mr. 
Green having received a majority of all the votes, he was de- 
cared by tue Speaker of the House duly and constitutionally 
ejected District Attorney for the Second Judicial Distriet, for 
th term of two years. ~ 

For District Attorney for the third Judicial District, Mr. Wil- 
Eamson nominated Mr. Thomas Johnson. ‘There being no- 
ether nomination, the following Senators voted for Mz. John- 
son: j 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Daney, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Gitzgerald, Melae, Navarro, 
Phillips, Parser, Perkins, Wallace, Williams, Williamson 
and W ootten—20. 

On the part of the House, Mir. Johnson received 58 votes- 
Mrz. Johnson having received a majority of all the votes, was- 
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declared by the Speaker of the House duly and constitutionally 
elected District Attorney for the third Judicial District, for the 
term of two years. 

For District Attorney for the fourth Judicial District, Mr. 
Navarro nominatéd Mr. C. W. Peterson. There being no 
other nomination, the following Senators voted for Mr. Peter- 
Son. 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cany, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson, and 
Wootten—20. 

On the part of the House Mr. Peterson received 59 votes. 
Mr. Peterson having ‘received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared by the Speaker of the House, duly and constitutionally 
elected District Attorney for the fourth Judicial District for the 
term of two years. 

For District Attorney for the fifth Judicial District, Mr. 
McRae nominated Mr. R, S. Walker. There being no other 
nomination, the following Senators voted for Mr. Walker: 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
W ootten—20. : 

On the part of the House, Mr. Walker received 58 votes. 
Mr. Walker having received a majority of all the votes, he was 
declared by the Speaker of the House duly and constitutionally 
elected District Attorney for the fifth Judicial District, for the 
term of two years. 

For District Attorney for the sixth Judicial District, Mr. 
Clark nominated Mr. D. W. Field. There being no other no- 
mination, the following Senators voted for Mr. Field. 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, ‘Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten—20. 

On the part of the House Mr. Field received 55 votes. Mr. 
Field having received a majority of all the votes, was declared 
by the Speaker of the House, duly and constitutionally elected 
District Attorney for the sixth Judicial District, for the term of 
two years. 

For District Attorney for the seventh Judicial District Mr. 
Dancy nominated Mr. C. L. @leaveland. ; 
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Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. 8. D. Hay. 

Mr. Grimes also nominated Mr. A. F. Wiley. 

Mr. Burleson nominated Mr. D. S. Terry. 

Mr. Brashear nominated Mr. J. S. Drew. 

The vote being taken stood thus: “ 

For Mr. Wiley—Messrs. Bourland and Clark+—2. 

For Mr. Hay—Messrs. Bache, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Na- 
varro, Parker, Phillips, Williams and Wootten—9. 

For Mr. Cleaveland—Mr. Dancy—1. 

For Mr. 'Terry—Messrs. Burleson, Cuny, Fitzgerald, Per- 
kins and Wallace—o. 

For Mr. Drew—Messrs. Brashear, McRae and William- 
son—3. 

On the part of the House Mr. Cleaveland received 3 votes, 
Mr. Hay 25 votes, Mr. Wiley 16 votes, Mr. Terry 11 votes, and 
Mr. Drew 4 votes. 

No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
t:e two Houses proceeded to a second vote, whereupon the fol- 
iowing Senators voted thus—Mr. Cleaveland and Mr. Drew 
being withdrawn. 

For Mr. Hay—Messrs. Bache, Burleson, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace, 
Williams, Williamson and Wootten—14. 

For Mr. Wiley—Messrs. Bourland and Clark—2. ° 

For Mr. Terry—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Fitzgerald, and 
Perkins—4. 

On the part of the House Mr: ‘Hay received 28 votes, Mr. 
Wiley 18 votes, and Mr. Terry 7 votes. 

Mr. Hay having received a majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared, by the Speaker of the House, duly and constitutionally 
elected District Attorney for thé seventh Judicial District, for - 
the term of two years. 

For District Attorney for the eight Judicial District, Mr. 
Williams nominated Mr. Wm, C. Young. 

There being no other nomination, the following Senators 
voted for Mr. Young, to wit: 

Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
W ootten—20. 

On the part of the House Mr. Young received 53 votes. 

_ Mr. Young having received a majority of all the votes was 
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declared, by the Speaker of the House, duly and constitutional- 
ly elected District Attorney for the eighth Judicial District, for 
ane teum of two years. 

For District Attorney for the ninth Judicial District, Mr. 
Parker nominated Mr. A. J. Fowler. 

Mr. Williams nominated Mr. J. C. McCoy. 

The following was the vote of the Senate: 

For Mr. Fowler—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Navarro, Parker and Phillips—9. 

For Mr. McCoy—Messrs. Bache, Clark, Cuny, Jewett, Fitz- 
gerald, McRae, Perkins, Wallace, Williams, Williamson und 
* Wootten—L1. ; 

On the part of the House, Mr. Fowler received 28 votes, Mr. 
McCoy 25 votes. 

Mr. Fowler having received a majority of allthe votes was 
declared, by the Speaker of the House, duly and constitutionally 
elected District Attorney for the ninth Judicial District, for the 
term of two years. : 

- For District Attorney for the tenth Judicial District, Mr. 
Phillips nominated Mr. W. 8. Glass, 

Mr. Burlesen nominated Mr, G. W. Purly. 

‘The vote stood thus: 

For Mr. Glass—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, 
Dancy, Gage, Fitzgerald, McRae, Perkins, Phillips, Williams 
and Wootten—12. 

For Mr. Purley—Messrs. Burleson, Cuny, Grimes, Jewett, 
Navarro, Parker, Wallace and Williamson—8. 

On the part of the House Mr. Glass received 31 votes, Mr. 
Purly received 22 votes. 

Mr. Glass having receiveda majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared by the Speaker of the House duly and constitutionally 
elected District Attorney for the tenth Judicial District, for the 
term of two years. 

On motion, the Senate returned to their chamber. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 9 
o'clock, Monday morning. 
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Monday, 9 o'clock, a. m. 
February 28th, 1848,” 
The Senate was called to order by the President. 

Tre following Senators answered to their names: 
Messrs. Abbott, Bonriand, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 

Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na- 

varro, ' Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, William- 
son and Wootten. 

Quornm present. 

The Journa: of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
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Mr. Gage Chairman of the committee on counties and coun- 
ty boundaries, made the following reports. 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act 
supplementary io an act, to create and organize the county of 
Panoia, with two substitutes relative to the same, have had the 
subiect under consideration, and have instructed me to retarn 
the Lill and substitutes to the Senate, and recommend the 
passage of the bil. which originated in, and was passed by the 
House of Representatives. 


Tne committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
whom wasrelerred a bill to be entitledan actto reduce to its 
cons‘i.ational size. define the boundaries and permanently 1o- 
cate the county seato. Houston county, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and have instructed me to return it to the 
Senaie with the following amendments, to wit: 

Strike ont of the caption the word “permanently,’—and in the 
second section, nineteenth line, strike ont from the word “day” 
ali to the word “ when,” in the twenty-first line. 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
whom was referred a bil to be entitled an act to create the 
county of Williamson, {the committee presume in honor to R. 
M. Williamson} have bad the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to return it io the Senate, with the following 
amenament,io wit 


4i1 


Strike out the fourth section, and with that amendment, re- 
commend its passage. 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitledan act to define the boun- 
dary of Comal county, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to return the bill back to the Se-- 
nate, with the following amendments, to wit: l 

in the first section, Sth line, strike out € NI and insert “ V;” 
in twelfth line, after the word “degree” insert “west,” and 
with these amendments recommend the passage of the bill. 


‘The committee on Counties and:County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to define the bounda- 
ries of the county of Refugio, bave had the same under conside- 
ration, and have instructed me to return it to the Senate and re- 
commend its rejection. 


Mr. Gage also made the following report : 


Thepcommitiee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to create the 
county of Van Zandt, have had the same under consideration, 
and -hare instructed me to return the bill to the Senate, with a 
substitute for the same, and reeommend its adoption. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills and joint resolutions, correctly en- 
grossed, Viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act te authorize the issuance of land 
patents to the assignees of sherifls, executors, administrators 
and guardians. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Williamson Aca- 
demy. 

J cant resolution for the relief of Louis Sanchez, anda 

Joint resolution, auditing and acknowledging the claim of 
Stuart Perry against the late Republic of ‘Texas. 


Mr. Wootten, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, report- 
ed the following acts correctly enrolied, viz: , 
An act to amend the second section of an act for the incorpo- 
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ration of the town of Paris, the county seat of Lamar county, 
approved February 3d, 1345. 

An act for the relief of Jesse H. Cartwright. 

An act authorizing Charles Covington, and his associates, to 
establish a ferry across the river Yeague, and construct a cause- 
way across the bottom lands thereof. 

An act to organize the militia of Santa Fe, and 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Patrick Reel, and that 

said acis have been transferred to the Governor for his ap- 
provai. - 


Mr. Burleson introduced a bill to be entitled an act to define 
the boundaries of Travis county. Read first time—rule sus- 
pended—read second time, and referred io the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


À billto be entitled an act to amend the several acts incorpo- 
rating the city of Houston, together with the report of a select 
committee oifering amendments, was read and report stoped 

Mr: Brashear moved to amend by inserting “prima facie.” in 
place of “conclusive,” in ninth section. - 

Adopied. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to punish officers guilty ofextortion. Read first time. 

The Senate refused to concur in the amendment of the 
House, to a resolution adopted by the Senate, relative to em- 
pioying some suitabie person to take charge of the capitol, &c., 
during the recess of the Legislature. 

A bill to be entitled an act anthorizing the county Court of 
Fort Bend county to levy an additional tax. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an‘act to authorize a special tax to be 
collected in the county of Guadalnpe. 

Read third time and passed. 

The President announced a communication from Thos. Wm. 
Ward, which, i 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, was read, and is as follows. 
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TO THE HONORABLE THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 
STATE OF TEXAS. 
3 * 

In duplicate communications of like tenor, which the under- 
signed, Commissioner of the Land Office had the honor 
lately to submit to your honorable Houses, he took occasion re- 
spectfully, to invoke your investigations by means of a joint 
committee, touching certain charges, importing official mal- 
feasance anddelinquency made against him by several mem- 
bers of the committee on the Land officein their two reports 
submitted to the House of Representatives—one bearing date 
the 7th, and the other the 14th instant; and also requesting that 
the facts upon which the opinions and conclusions expressed 
in their said reports, were based,might be ascertained and set 
forth. The signers ofthe saidtwo reports, were Messrs. Me- 
Neill, Goode, Fields and Reagan. Being impressed with the 
belief, that such a request for investigation, when made by an 
_ officer so charged, and so circumstanced, has been seldom, if 
ever denied,—the undersigned received the information, that 
his was rejected with surprise and regret. By a portion of 
the same committee, as will be seen by their report, under 
date of the 5th instant, signed by Messrs. Lyons. Bogart and 
Truitt, he is exculpated from the censures, and exonerated 
from the charges cast upon him by the othe s. 

This condition of things, renders his situation both as an offi- 
cerand as a man, extremely unpleasant and embarrassing.— 
innocent, he is exposed to the influence of unjust conjectures;— 
guilty,heis partially shielded fromthe clearsentence which pub- 
lic opinion should be enabled to pronounce. In this State of 
suspense, if isimpossible that justice should be dealt out to 
him, or that his official conduct should be properly appreciated 
or judged of by his fellow citizens. 

He will retortno charges and pass no encomiums; but the 
very position towards honorable gentlemen, into which he 
finds himself thus forced, upon the eve of an election to the of- 
fice, in which he has so long served, is certainly unfortunate, 
and ought to be regretted both by them and himself. 

In this situation, and under all its disadvantages, the under- 
signed is driven to the alternative of defending himself, as well 
as he may in the eyes of your honorable body, against the 
charges referred to, or of yielding in silent submission, to the 
malign influences of those charges. 
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His official relations with every department of the Govern- 
ment, as well as his duty to his family and himse}f, alike for- 
bid him so to yield, andimpelhimto defend; in pursuance of 
which, he will respectfully review,the two reports first refer- 
red to, and repel, by suitable evidence the charges therein con- 
tained. = 

It is in the first place charged, that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office has drawn, and failed io account for, a bal- 
ance of $5,274,50. A slight correction must here be insisted 
upon in relation to this amount, by substituting $5100, the sum 
actually drawn by the Commissiener, in place of the larger 
amount above expressed. This sum was made up of the fol- 
Jowing items, and comprised the whole of the several appro- 
priations for the purchase of stationery. blank patents for the 
1846 and 154%, with the exception of the $500 appropriation 
for stationery for the year 1846, which was never drawn by the 
Commissioner, but was paid out on an approved account of sta- 
tionery, viz: for patents for the year 1846, $2300, and a like sum, 
and $500 for’stationery for the year 1847, amounting to $5,100. 

- * The above particulars were all before the authors of this re- 
port, andthe undersigned trusts that they will not feel dis- 
posed strenuously to object te the suggested correction. 

The appropriation of $500 for beoks and stationery for the 
year 1846, were shown by proper vouchers to the committee, 
to have been lawfully expended and accounted for. The re- 
port contains no comment upon the subject of this appropria- 
‘tion. (See exhibit B.) 

The appropriations for the purchase of stationery and pa- 
tents for the years 1846 and 1847, amounting in the gross to 
$5,100, were shown to the committee, to have been applied to 
their legitimate objects, so soon as they came to the hands of 
the Commissioner, by placing the money in the possession of 
regular mercantile agents, to effect, as rapidly as the courseof 
business and transportation weuld admit, the designated pur- 
chases for the use of this branch ef the Government. That 
such delays and accidents’as interposed; to prevent the earlier 
consummation and the full returns of the proceeds of these pur- 
chases were unavoidable, and arese without the fault of the 
Commissioner. That notwithstanding the necessity of resort- 
ing to a foreign market forthe manufacture of the requisite 
supply of parchment, and notwithstanding the perils of distant 
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transportation, yet there existed no reason to believe that one 
dollar of these monies had been lost to the State, or that the 
parchment patents would not reach the archives of the I and 
Office, so soon as the course of manufacture and transporta- 
tion would admit. That one box containing an unknown num- 
ber of patents, was on its way to Austin, by stage; and would 
probably arrive in a short time, andthat the remainder were 
in progress of being manufactured and printed, and would in 
ali probability, seasonably and from timeto time come to ‘hand. 
That thousands of petents had been received from time to 
time in lots, by successive shipments at the office, since these 
appropriations have been made and drawn, and as late as the 
evening of the 25th instant, another box of patents was receiv- 
ed by stage. 

The evidence to sustain the foregoing statement, is adduced 
in an exhibit to be read as a part hereof, appended and mark- 
ed “exhibit A.” i 

Touching this branch of the subject, that portion of the com- 
mittee who submitted the report ofthe 5th instant, have been 
pleased therein to remark as follows: 

“As to the manner in which the moneys for the purchase of 
“blank patents, stationery, &c., have been disposed of by the 
“Commissioner, it appeared to the committee that the Commis- 
“sioner duly forwarded to New York the whole appropriation 
“for the year 1846, for the purchase of patents, stationery, &c.; 
“and as regards the appropriation for 1847, the Commissioner 
“duly forwarded the same, so soon as received, to his agents 
*abroad, to be applied to its legitimate uses. Butthe proceeds 
“of the last appropriation have not as yet been fully received 
“at the Land Office, the blank patents, stationery, &c., there- 
“with purchased being stillin the progress of transportation 
“and delivery; since the appropriation cameto the hands of the 
“Commissioner, sufficient time for the arrival of the patents, 
“&c., has not yet elapsed, even ifthe Commissioner had used 
“the utmost diligence in this respect, which circumstances did 
“not, in the opinion ofthe undersigned, require. The fact that 
“the parchment, of which the patents are made, has to be 
“manufactured in Europe, and immported to this country, is 
“not generally known; still in ne other manner can-the Com- 
“missioner obtain the requisite supply, since the markets of 
“neither country furnish so large an amount, except in case of 
“a special and extraordinary demand for the article. Until 
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“the receipt of the remaining patents, the Commissioner can- 
‘not close his acounts and procure his vouchers, touching this 
“appropriation; so far as he has proceeded, however, in this bu- 
“siness, the committee are satisfied that he has discharged his 
“duty with fidelity and commendabie energy.” 

Sieh is the “showing” on the part of the undersigned which 
the four gentlemen charging delinquency on him in their re 
por: of the 14th instant, have alleged to be not “such a show- 
ing esis contempiated by law; and such are the facts upon 
which they must have based the allegation that “a balance of 
$5,274 50 had been draun and not accounted for by the Cemmis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. 

The undersigned submits then to the judgment of your Hon- 
orabie body, that he has not failed in the premises properly 
and iegally to account for the amount of the appropriations re- 
ferred to. If as nis said accusers assert, “it is absolutely nec- 
essary that receipts and vouchers containing specifications of 
articies purchased for the use ofthe Government, shall be ex- 
hibited by a public officer in the settlement of his accounts with 
the Comptroller, subject to the inspection of and reported to 
the “legislature;” ifin indeed this doctrine be correct. then ev- 
ery disbursing officer and agent isto be regarded a defaulter, 
and a speculator from the moment he draws money from the 
pubiic treasury until he shall have consummated all the pur- 
poses for which the funds are to beapplied, and shall have set- 
tied his accounts withthe Comptroller, and obtained his proper 
voucher or discharge. 

The undersigned under such circumstances, trusts that your 
Honorable Body will rest satisfied with the reiteration of his 
assurance to the committee “that henow only waits the arri- 
vai of the remainder of the patents, andthe accounts current 
to settie withthe Compiroller of Public Accounts, until which 
time, such settlement is absolutely impracticable; and to se- 
cure which settlement his official bond for $50,000 ought ty be 
satisfactory. a 

The signers ofthe report in question, have endeavored by 
means of a projected estimate, to show that there ought to be 
about 9,000 patents on nand ; and thereby to cast the imputa- 
tion upon the undersigned, that he has either wasted the pat- 
enis or misapplied the monies appropriated for the purchase 
ofthem. His foregoing statements are as he trusts a satisfac- 
tory answer to Such insinuations. Until impartialexamination 
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and inquiry can be made into the manner in which the patents 
have been used and cared for in the office, the presumption that 
he is guilty in this behalf ought not and cannot arise. 

The gentlemen admit that upon full examination of all .the 
appropriations from the year, 1842 to 1845 inclusive, the vouch- 
ers ot the Gommisioner cover the amounts he has drawn; but 
they avail themselves of the occasion to dissent from the decis- 
ions of the proper auditing and accounting officers,in the ex- 
ercise of whose discretion and judgment, the corresponding 
accounts of the Commissioner were passed, and his youchers | 
obtained. 

The undersigned trusts that it will not be insisted upon by his 
censors.that these officers thus failing in the conscientious 
discharge of thejripublic duties,have violated their official oaths 
or thatthey were so wholly incompent to perform their assign- 
ed functions, that their decisions in the premises are to be re- 
gardedas mere nullities. But unless such doctrine, always hith- 
erto held to be absurd, should now for the first time be deem- 
ed reasonable, the undersigned may safely insist before your 
Honcrable Body that the decisions of the auditing and accoun- 
ting oilicer upon his accounts, and the corresponding vouch- 
ers in his possession submitted to the committee, on testimoni- 
_ als and evidence of the highest character in his favor, and re- 
pel the following charges made by the signers of this report, 
viz: “That those appropriations were not economically expended, 
“that many extravagant and unauthorized channels have been 
“found ihroughwhich the public funds have been wasted. That 
“ynreasonable amounts have been allowed as travelling expen- 
“ses of agents to and from New York, ostensibly for the pur- 
“chase of patents.” 

‘In the disbursement of the public money, the exercise of a 
reasonable discretion is necessarily confided to the several heads 
of the Departments and Bureaux ofevery Government. If ap- 
propriations for the purchase of patents are to be applied with 
literal strictness to the mere payment of the articles purchased 
without regard to incidental expenses, every such appropriation 
would be made in vain. 

The Commissioner with the approval of the proper account- 
ing oficer has in the premises only exercised this legal and 
rightful discretion. In relation to such incidental expenses ap- 
proved by him, so far as econemy and regard for the publie 
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weal is concerned, he fearlessly challenges comparison with the 
expenses allowed for like purposes by any and every officer ofthe 
Government. The above charges Involve dishonorable impu- 
tations, official delinquency and corrupt practices on the part of 
several other officers whose public acts have never received re- 
proach or been tarnished by suspicion. And the undersigned 
humbly conceives that the considerations ought to suffice tore- 
lieve his accusers of the “fear” expressed by them in their re- 
port that the journeys to and from New York‘ostensibly for the 
purchase of patents “were merely trips of pleasure at the ex- 
pense of the State.” 

The account of the Comptroller ofthe Treasury for expenses 
attending his journey to and from the city of Washington, to 
obtain a portionofthe public money, has been before your Hon- 
orable Body, and has received its decided approval, manifested 
by his recent re-election to the office which he has so long filled 
with honor. Fora copy of that account (see exhibit C,) the un- 
dersigned refers merely to show by legitimate and fair compari- 
son that his own charge of $442 for expenses to and from New 
York is not extravagant, nor justly liable to the censure cast 
upon it by his accusers, since it is $41 less than that of Mr. 
Shave for his journey toand from the city of Washington. 

The signers of the report under review, have dwelt at con- 
siderable length upon the cases of Gen. Morehouse and Mr. 
Remer. As to the former, he obtined leave of absence for three 
weeks only, it not being then known that he would be detained 
by reason of the court-martial instituted for the trial of Com- 
modore Moore at Washington, and intending to provide for 
his return in the event that he should not be so detained. 

Shortly afterwards, Mr. Catlett, then a clerk in the Land OF 
fice, was sent to Washington, when the Treasury and other De- 
partments of the Government were then (in 1844) kept in order 
to obtain the salaries due the clerks. Mr. Catlett was express- 
- ly instructed by the Commissioner not to pay Morehouse any- 

thing, nor even to let him know of his having the accounts or 
authority for drawing the money, unless he fund him (More- 
house) returning to Austin to resume his duties as clerk. These 
instructions Catlett disobeyed, and did in fact pay Morehouse 
for his services as clerk. ‘This is represented and commented 
upon by the accusing portion of the committee in their report 
as a wiful act of delinquency on the part of the Commissioner 
“a wide dereliction from the rule of right,” &c. The testimony 
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showing the true state of the’ case as set forth above was be- 
fore them {and is contained in the annexed exhibit D,) and 
whether they have with fairness or justice represented the case 
or the acts and conduct ef the Commissioner therein, he 
leaves it to your honorable body to decide. 

In the case ef Mr. Remer, which occurred in 1846, the Com- 
missioner would remark that, owing to the fact that the Legis- 
lature had reduced tha salaries of the clerks—in consequence 
of which all, with the exception of two, resigned—he was.com- 
pelled to procure the duties of clerks to be performed by those 
engaged in other avocations, paying them a like compensation 
with regular clerks. 

Mr. Remer was applied to before the month of September 
that year, and came from a distance to assume the station of 
clerk,—~it would but have been a mere act of justice for his ac- 
count te have been allowed and paid for the months of Sep- 
tember and October, {as it was in fact through accident made 
out,) and under such circumstances the Commissioner would 
have been fully justified in approving the account for $100.— 
But he relies alone upon the fact fully shown to the committee, 
that the matter of that account originated in a mistake, which 
he caused to be corrected the moment that it was made known 
to him. The evidence on this subject is contained in exhibit E. 

Again, it is objected that a book-binder has been employed, 
and partly paid out of the appropriation for clerks for 1846, ` 
and that for this there is no law. 

In the year 1847, the office of assistant draftsman being va- 
cant, Mr. Wm. Satler was employed by thé Commissioner to 
perform the duties incident to this department of clerkship. In 
this capacity he discharged the following duties, which are of a 
purely clerical description, coming within the purview of the 
office of draftsman. Whether he be called book-binder, or clerk, 
or assistant draftsman, so that his occupation and labors fell 
within the legitimate sphere of duties properly and lawfully 
appertaining to the Land Office, is of little or no importance. 
In the said clerical capacity, he repaired and bound the origi- 
nal English field notes of Zavalla’s, Burnet’s, Vehlein’s, Aus- 
tin’s, De Witts and Robertson’s Colonies: also, the indexes 
to the said field notes; canvassed maps for the draftsman; 
stitched, arranged and bound the maps of surveys in said colo- 
nies—they being before in loose single sheets ; and repaired 
and bound the original Spanish titles,&c., &c. That these du- 
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ties appertain to the proper business of the Land Office, the 
Commissioner conceives no one will doubt. Then do the 
aforesaid censors, by merely calling this office by the name or 
title of book-binder, show that there is no law to authorize his 
employment, or that he was unlawfully or improperly so em- 
loyed? ‘The fact that he understood the art of book-binding, 
in no wise detracted from his capacity or ability to perform the’ 
other clerical services in which he was engaged; and is it an 
an object of Weight that he was thereby enabled to’ place his 
work ina far better, more convenient and more enduring form, 
without additional expense to the State, than he would other- 
wise have been? The Commissioner conceives that it is no 
more unlawful to preserve the papers and documents aforesaid 
in leather covers, than in folded forms or paper and envelopes. 
The necessity of preserving the Spanish and other titles, which 
he repaired and arranged, cannot well be denied. The amount 
of his labor, and the nature and value of his industry while 
thus employed, will fully appear from exhibit F, hereto ap- 
pended. The Commissioner admits that he paid for a portion 
of his services out of the unexpended balahce of the appropria- 
tion for 1846; but he conceives that in this he has in no wise 
misapplied the money, or departed from the true object and pur- 
poses ofthe appropriation ; and in this the Comptroller of Pub- 
lie Accounts fully concurred with the undersigned, and he 
doubts not that your honorable body will be satisfied with the 
manner in which this balance was applied. l 
The undersignedgwould not be justified in passing over the 
objection rather strenuously urged by the gentlemen referred 
to‘against him, in relation to fees, since they have made this 
the special subject of a separate report. From the organiza- 
tion of the office, the practice of charging individuals for copies 
of papers, docurents, titles, &c., has obtained. Much higher 
charges were allowed by the former Commissioner than by the 
present one for such services, as will appear by the rates of 
such fees in exhibit G. It is believed that this usage has never 
been deemed illegal or improper until arraigned by the authors 
of the report in question, who alledge that it infringes the 8th 
section of the lant law, which provides that no person appoint- 
ed to an office under that law, “shall take or receive any fee or 
eimolument for negotiating or transacting the business of said 
office other than those fees allowed bylaw.” The undersigned 
has yet to learn that the furnishing copies of titles, maps, &c.,° 
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for individual useis any part of his official duty or appertain 
to the “ negotiating or transacting the business of his office.” ‘To 
prepare certified copies for any and all persons who, from mo- 
tives of curiosity or interest, may think proper to demand them, 
was never contemplated by law as a portion of the duties.de- 
volved thereby upon the Commissioner or any of his clerks. 
Such services would be most onerous, and with the present 
force if gratuitously performed, would preclude the performance 
of any other duties. His salary then has no reference to the dis- 
charge of such exactions, nor does the enjoyment of that sale- 
ry preclude him from acquiring property or earning emolument 
by the application of his lawful industry in any proper calling 
or business, not interfering with the sphere of his official du- 
ties, and it is prgper, in this connection, to observe that many 
members of évery previous Legislature have procured copies 
of the description referred to for which they have cheerfully 
paid, without even pretending or suspecting that the officer was 
‘violating the law by charging such fees, in conformity to the 
usage observed in the Land Office from the beginning. 
Before concluding his explanations in relation to his conduct 
in office, the undersigned avails himself of the occasion to re- 
mark that he has just learned that it has been charged against 
him by his accusers, that he had been concerned in the purchase 
of some portion of the public domain, in contravention of the 
8th section of the land law. The truth of this charge the un- 
dersigned unhesitatingly denies; being well aware of the 
transaction to which his enemies allude. This transaction he 
will state :-— a 
In May, 1846, Mr. Aaron H. Bean purchased of R. M. Wil- 
liamson, a certificate calling for a league and labor of land, and 
very soon after his purchase, caused the same to be located on 
a tract of land in Bexar county. Mr. Bean desired the under- 
signed in the character of a trustee to receive a conveyance 
from him of this located land, and after procuring a patent to con- 
vey one-quarter of a league thereof to his own infant daughter, 
another quarter to the infant daughter of his brother, and the re- 
mainder to himself. With this request the undersigned com- 
plied, and he has since fully discharged his trust by executing 
the deed—thosé to the children being in consideration of love 
and affection. The undersigned never had any pecuniary in- 
terest in this land; but even if he had owned such interest, it 
would have been lawful, inasmuch as the land was actually 
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separated from the public domain by the aforesaid location and 
was no longer publicland, when such interest would, under the 
circumstances mentioned, have occurred. 

To violate the act in question, one of the following condi- 
tions must have occurred: 

First. The Commissioner must have been eoncerned in the 
purchase for his own benefit of an interest in ihe public land, 
in his own name. 

Second. He must have been concerned in the purchase of 
such interest in the name of another person for his own benefit, 
or in other words in trust forhimself. Neither of these comdi- 
tons have happened. The last does not forbid his purchasing 
and holding iz trust for another person, even an interest in the 
public lands. But the Commissioner has mot gone to this ex- 
tent. He has only received a conveyance of private and appro- 
priated land in trust for others, which trust he has fully execu- 
ted and discharged inthe manner aforesaid, and this act, it seems, 
is attempted to be distorted and garbled into a crime. 

Wherefore inasmuch as the late application of the ander- 
signed for further investigation in the premises has been re- 
jected, he now respecifully solicits that his present answer to 
the charges aforesaid may be spread upon the journals of your 
Eonorable body. 

With due consideration of respect, 
I have the honor to he, 


Your very ovedient servant, g 
= HOS. WM. WARD. 


EXHIBIT B. 


Comptroller’s Office, 
Austin, Jan’y 19, 1848. 


This certifies that the appropriation for stationary for the 
- General Land Office, for the year 1816, amounting to five hun- 
dred dollars, was drawn on the approval of the Commissioner 
tean account for that amount which closed the transaction 


with this office. : 
JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 
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EXHIBIT A. . 
Galveston, 23d Sep’t, 1846. 


Thomas W. Ward, Esq., 
Comm’r Land Office: 


My Dear Col.—My unfortunate management of your money 
matters requires from me an explanation. Not exceeding 
two minutes after you left our wharf for home, I unfortunately 
met Judge Toler. Upon my telling him what kind of an ar- 
rangement I had made for you, he remarked that he had just 
received aletter from his brother in New York, who stated that 
our Mr. Martin had not arrived, nor had he been heard from, 
From the date of Mr. Toler’s letier,and one written by My. 
Martin to me, dated Monigomery, Alabama, made him 18 days 
on the southern route—when six days from that point is safe 
cient. Itstruck me at once that Mr. Martin must hdve been ta- 
ken sick on the road. Consequently there could be no certain- 
ty when he would arrive in New York, and for fear of inconve- 
niencing matters in your Land Office arrangements, I on the 
same day purchased of Mr. S. W. Tichenor, of this place, two 
drafts for $1000 each, drawn at sight by Maj. Irwin, U. 8. Q. 
Master, on Col. Hunt, Q. M. General, at New Orleans. The 
New York arrived some two days after, and Capt. Phillips in- 
formed me that the draft for five hundred dollars of the same de- 
scription had not been paid by Col. Hunt, at sight, for the want 
offends; but would assure him on his return that all demands 
against the government would be promptly paid. This I thought 
to be satisfactory. On return again ofthe New York, there- 
sult was no better, but promised to pay on the next trip. Lo- 
sing all confidence-in the promise of the U. S. Government, L. 
purchased checks on the Canal Banking Company, for $1000, 
and $250 in gold, which was sent with directions to have as 
much of the former drafts shaved (provided they were not paid) 
as would be necessary to make your account good with Mr. 
Bean. The steamer New York left, and after travelling some 
45 miles, foundered and was lost. The clerk of the New York 
has paid me $2000, which I believe was the only dollar paid 
that was in charge of that ill-fated steamer. 

You will herewith receive the certificate of the Postmaster of 
thiseity, of the deposit by me in that department, in two letters, 
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of $2800, remitted to Mr. Bean for your account, in U.S. 
Treasury notes, cut in half, the right half in one letter, and the 
left halfin the other. Moy dear Col, I hope in our future mon- 
ey arrangements, |shottid there ever be any.] that I may not be 
so largeiy the loser: but having violated our arrangement, I 
have no one io biame but myself, because Mr. Martin was in 
New York in time. 
Very Respectfully, Your Ob’t Serv't, 
JAMES H., COCKE. 


a ; 

Ido hereby certify that James H. Cocke has, this 22d day of 
Aprii, 1846, deposited in the Post Office at Galveston, two let- 
ters containing the right and left halves of twenty-three 
hundred dollars U. S. Treasury notes, directed to A. Bean, 
Esg., New York, for account of Thomas William Ward, Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office of the State of Texas, to 
be forwarded by the first mail. 

R. D. JOHNSON, 


P. ML, Galveston. 
Postage on the same, paid by J. H. Cocke, sixty cents. 


New York, Nov. 13,1846. 


My Dear Col—I am greatly delighted by the receipt of your 
kind favor of 17th ult. The stationery,as I have before writ- 
ten you, went by the first of November packet ship Star Re- 
public, and could as easily have been sent months sooner. I 
kept 20 lbs. of the wafers, and one pound of pounce, and sent 
them by the steamship Portland, on the 11th inst, bound for 
Galveston, via New Orleans, thinking it probable that it would 
meet Galveston sooner than the Star Republic. I have written 
to Doswell to have them forwarded by stage—to despatch the 
box to Shackelford & Co., with the request that they send it 
along by the first stage. I suppose if I bring the bills of the 
stationery and patents it will be in time. Imay need your as- 
sistance regarding the ferms in which the bills are to be made. 
You will be pleased, I can assure you, with the articles and 
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prices. I am glad to get the pattern ofthe pen you so much like, 
which I have received in your letter of 17th inst. I will send 
by the first chance or bring them. I shall write you often be- 
fore I start—I hope not too often. So soon as I can give you 
an entire satisfactory account of the patents—the whole of them 
—I am off for Texas.? Unless I start soon, I willsend your bills 
of the articles sent; and if the forms are not right, I can cor- 
rect when I come. 
Yours truly, 


A. H. BEAN, 


New York, Dec. 13, 1847. 


My Dear Coli write a word to say that I have sent bill of 
lading to Doswell & Co, of box parchment, date Ist inst, but 
the vessel [Herald] did not sail tìll three days ago. I write to 
Shackelford & Co. The box is marked “Col. T. W. Ward, 
Austin, Texas.” It contains 2000. parchments—splendid. I 
will write you at length ina few days, or just before I start, 
which I hope will be in ten days. I have been bothered to 
death with detentions, andam only waiting for the parchments 
to be finished. I will see it before I come. All well. 


Very truly, 
j 2 A. H. BEAN. 
EXHIBIT C. 
State of Texas 
To James B. Suaw; Dr. 


For my personal expenses from Austin to Washing- 
ton City and back, on business of the State, in set- 
tling the claims against the General Government, 
by direction of the Governor, under the provisions 
of an act of the Legislature approved April 25th, 
1846,and the expenses, &c. on 22 b+-.-es of specie, 


\ 
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the proceeds of the claim collected, fom New Or- 


jeans to Austin: 


For my personai expenses from Austin to Washington 
City, and back, including 20 days detention at the 


latter place, S483 OD 
Insurance on Specie in the ‘Pelican’ Mutual Insn- 
rance Company, at 1-2 to 0-0, as per voucher, 208 00 


Comptroller's Office, } 
Austin, Dec. 14, 1547. § 


i certify the above and foregoing to be a correct copy of the 
origina, voucher on fiie in this office. 
JAMES B. SHAW, Comptrolier. 


hd 


The above is an extract from the account of the Comptroller. 


EXHIBIT D. 


I. Jonn D. McLeod. do hereby swear, that in the year 1844. 
whast E, Morehouse had a weave of absence from his duties as 
Merk of the Genera! Land Office. Mr. H. G. Catiett, aiso a 
merk in the Genera: Land Office, obiained a ieave of absence to 
zonect the pay of the Clerks of the office, ithe Treasury at that 
time being at Washington.) Cot Ward. the Commissioner, 
sent by Catiett the accounts of Morehouse, with positive in- 
structions not io deiiver his accounts to him.or to let him know 
they were sent Gown, unese Catieit should meet Gen. More- 
house on his way to Austin to resume the duties of his office. 
whieh instructions Wr. Catiett disobeyed, which at the time 
gave much dissatisfaction and annoyance to the Commission- 
er. Col Ward expressing much dissatisfaction, soon after- 
wards dismissed Mr. Catiett from the office. 

JGHN D. McLEGD. 
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No. 467. 


The State of Texas, 
County of Travis. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me, the undersigned Nota- 


ry Public. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my name 
and affixed my official seal, at the city of Austin, this 10th day 


of February, 1848. 
a : C. MASON, Notary Public. 


EXHIBIT E. 


General Land Office, 
Austin, Jan. 19th, 1848. 

i, Wm. A. Remer, do hereby certify, that upon the 19th day 
of November, 1846, I met Col. Thos. Wm. Ward at the Treas- 
ury Office, and that I drew the amount of my salary as an as- 
sistant clerk of the General Land Office, from the Treasury De- 

ent, individually; and I do further certify that Col. Thos. 

m. Ward took no action whatever in that office, in relation 
to my actin the receipt of the money Or transaction of the same, 
his business there being for the purpose of collecting his own 
acconnt due him, as I saw by the money paid him. 

W. A. REMER. 


Triplicate. 
Xo. 168—Deposite warrant and receipt $50 07. 


‘The Treasurer will receive from Wm. A. Remer, clerk Gen- 
eral Land Office, the sum of fifty dollars, in specie, it being an 


* 


pee 
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amount received byhim ofappr. No. for the pay of clerks in 
the Generel Land Office. Receipt therefor on the back hereof, 
and charge the same accordingly. 


. JAMES B. SHAW; Comp’r. 
Comptroller’s Office, 
Austin, Jan., 17, 1848. 


Treasurers Office, 
Jan’y 17th, 1848. 


_ Received of Wm. A. Remer the within specified sum in spe- 
cle. l 


JAMES H. RAYMOND, Treasurer. 


EXHIBIT F. 


General Land Office, 
Austin, Feb. 21, 1848. 


The book-binder employed by the Commissioner in 1847, 
and 1848, was operating in the same room with me, and part- 
iy under my instructions; I am therefore enabled to make the 
following statements : ° 

During the whole time for which he received pay, from the 
State, he worked solely for the same. 

He received pay at the rate of fifty dollars per month. The 
time during which he was sick or absent, was not paid for. 
These facts are well known to me, I having made out his ac- 
counts against the State. 

The book-binder appeared to be industrious during office 
hours, although the work done, as reviewed here below, seems 
little for the time of his employ; it is owing to the tedious and 
slow, but necessary work, of preserving as much as possible 
the writing in the old titles, field notes and maps, by lining 
the torn and worn edges and breaks with fresh paper, &e. 

i further certify that the Commissioner paid to the book- 


a 
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binder the sum of $9 75, due him for the binding of books be- 
longing to the Commissioner individually. 


Review of services rendered by Wm. Sattler to the General Land 
Office. 


Repairing and binding of the original field notes of 
Zavala’s, Burnett’s and Veihlen’s Colonies— 9 vol’s. 
Repairing and binding of English field-notes of 
Austin’s, De-Witt’s and Robertson’s Colonies— ` 18 
Repairing and binding of index to the above field 
notes—, i 2 
Binding of maps of surveysin Zavala’s, Veihlen’s 
and Burnett’s Colonies, which maps were all in 
single sheets— 7 
Repairing and binding of Spanish titles— 42 
Binding of reports of the board of travelling land 
Commissioners, and abstracts ef Spanish titles— 20 
Binding of statutes and other books belonging to 
the office— - 7 


Canvassing and forming into an atlas, the surveys of the 
Eastern Boundary of Texas, by A. B. Gray. 


Canvassing of blank paper for 9 maps.—Repairing for Reg” 
isters and numerous other little jdbs. i 


The necessity of preserving the above named English field 
notes and maps of the different coloniesis obvious, knowing 
that they are basis of the Spanish titles, the latter being trans- 
lated from the former, and sometimes erroneously or not so 
descriptive, so that a referrence to the originals may, in many 
instances, be of benefit. — : 

Hada book-binder not been employed, it would have become 
the duty of the draftsman to bring the above named field notes 
to some order, and to bind them to the best of his ability; for, 
in the state they were in, an often repeated research of their 
contents would soon have destroyed them. The canvassing 
of blank paper for maps would, also, have devolved upon the 
draftsman; the latter is paid at the rate of $66 66, the book- 
binder at $50 00 per month; the office is allowed two drafts- 
men, and since the Ist of September, 1847, to 7th February 
last, one only was employed; therefore, without the assistance 
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of the book-binder, the work done by him could not possibly 
have been done. 
ROBERT CRUEZBAR. 


The Sate of Texas, UESN 4S1. s 
County af Travis. x . 


Bewore me. the undersigned Notary Public in and for said 

Stare and County, duly qualified, came the citizen, Robert 
C ruezbar, to me well known, who deposeth and saith that the 
foregoing statement is just aad true. 

i testimony whereof, 1 hare hereunte set my band and af- 

Exed my oficial seal atthe city of Austin, thi 23d of PE ebruary. 
A.D. ISS. 

S. MASON, Notary Public. _ 


& 


EXHIBIT G. 


Raises for Copying. 

Yer ative from Big Book, Austin’s Colony, 10 GG 

se ad 3d, or 4th contract, if r 
over App. $6; orer5 at theratear$l 25perp. f 5 G0 
For attie in Burnet, Vehlein or Zavala’s 6 00 
s “ Robertson's colony, 5 06 
= Milam's do. 5 06 
: 6 80 


by Smyth or Taylor, 

11 leag’s $6 pr. 4 pp- 

in Nacogdoches the gee 
rate, provi iced i: shall not be less than $5 
every tite. 

43] other Spanish copringto be done at the above 
rates. 

Making pic's. when required to accompany each 
copy ai tLe rate of 59 c's. each, when it con- 
talus not over 6 corners, for every additional 


corner, 12 1-2 cents. 
3. P. BORDEN. 
N. B. The paper on which copiegto be furnish- 
“ed by the party making the copy, but to be paid 


óa 


F 
i. PE 


as 
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for by the copyist and Commissioner General at 
the rate of $2 for the former to $1 of the latter. 


Rates of Copying English. 

For every field note not less than, 2 00 

= «= « haying 2 pages, with plot of 
the same, 3 00 

s å «& a oyer? pp, and not more than 3 
with the plot, 3 50 

« “« «over 3 pp. and not more than 
4 with plot 4. 00 


All others to be In proportion to the aboye scale, 
provided each map shall not have more than 6 
corners, but for every additional corner 12 1-2 


cents, . 
J. P. BORDEN, 
Austin, Jan. 20th, 1840. 


Mr. Williamson moved that the communication be received, 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Mesrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, 
Wallace, Williamson and Wootten—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Dancy, Parker and Wil- 
liams—5. 7 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the communication was laid - 
upon the table, for one day, for consideration. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the forfeiture of cer- 
tain neat cattle, hogs or sheep, was read. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking out “hogs or sheep” 
wherever they occur in the bill. 

Adopted. : 

Mr. Navarro moved to indefinitely postpone the bill, upon 
which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus. 
j Yeas—Messrs. Bache, Dancy, Navarro, Perkins and Wal- 
ace—§, l 


€ 


Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Phillips, 
Wiliams, Williamson and Wootten—16. 

The bill was ther passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for deductions from 
the salaries of the Supreme and District Courts and District 
Attorneys of this State; who may neglect the performance of 
certain duties assigned them by law. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr; Williamson, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. ‘ 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize persons who have lo- 
cated lands through mistake, to float their claims or certifi- 
cates and re-locate the same elsewhere. 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act for the relief of 
master builders and mechanics of Texas, approved January 
23d, 1539. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on In- 
ternal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas J. Stell. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Dancy referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Joint resolution to validate the election of mayor and alder- 
men for the city of New Braunfels. 

Read second time, and 

On motion, of Mr. Dancy referred to the committee on Intet- 
nal Improvements. 

A bill to be entitled an ret to requireall mayprs and recorders 
of incorporated towns and cities to call a jury in the trial of 
causes where the accused is subject, under the law, to fine and 
imprisonment, or either. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the public printing. 

Read first time. : 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the motion to re-consider the vote 
refusing to pass toa third reading, a bill to be entitled an act 
to authorize Jacob F. Winfree to adopt Zachary Taylor Long, 
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as his lawful child, was taken up. Question on the reconside- 
ration was taken and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the bill was placed among the 
orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate repaired to the Re- 
presentative Hall for the purpose of going into the election of 
a Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


IN JOINT SESSION. 


Nominations for the office of Commissioner General of the 
Land Office being in order, 

Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. Patrick. 

Mr. Burleson nominated Mr. Geo. W. Smythe. 

Mr. Bache nominated Mr. Tho. Wm. Ward. 

The following Senators voted 

For Mr. Patrick—Messrs. Grimes, Parker and Williams—3. 

For Mr. Smythe—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Cuny. 
Dancy and McRae—6. 

For Mr. Ward—Messrs, Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Gage, 
Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace and 
Williamson—11. 

For Mr. Sidicum—Mr. Wootten—l. 

On the part of the House, Mr. Patrick received 3 votes, Mr. 
, Smythe recetvéd-36 votes, Mr. Ward received 22 votés. 

Total for Mr. Patrick, 6 votes. 

Total for Mr. Smythe, 42 votes. 

Total for Mr. Ward, 38 votes. 

‘Mr. Smythe having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
he was declared duly and constitutionally elected Commissioner 
General of the Land Office by the Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives, for the term prescribed by law. 

On motion, the Senate returned to their chamber. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned, 

28 
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Tuesday, 9 o’clock, a. m, 
February 29th, 1848. 


The Senate was calledto order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na- 
varro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, William- 
son and Wootten. l 

Quorum present. 

The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, madè 
the following report: 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of John Jacobs, accompanied with a petition of the citi- 
zens of Rusk and Cherokee counties, praying relief for said 
Jacobs, have had the subject under consideration, and are of 
opinion that it would be inexpedient to grant the relief asked 
for. Your committee have instructed me to return the petition, 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. = 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred “A bill to be entitled an act to exclude 
{fraudulent land certificates from being evidence of title to land, 
and to prohibit the issuance of legal process upon the same,” 
reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its 
passage. : 


Mr. Clark also made the following report: 


The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred “An act 
appropriating certain fines and forfeitures,’ have had the same 
under consideration, and a majority of the committee have di- 
rected me to return the bill to the Senate, and recommend that 
it be laid upon the table. 

This bill proposes that all monies collected as penalties, fines 
and forfeitures, in behalf of the State, shall be applied to the 


payment equally of jurors, officers and witnesses, for their ser- 
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wices in criminal cases, in the counties in which such monies 
are derived, 

The objection raised to this bill is, that it will disqualify per- 
‘sans as jurors and witnesses by making them interested par- 
ties, and would also tend to destroy that impartiality which 
should characterize juries in their determination of all questions 
submitted to their decision. It is feared that such a law would 


tend to lead to bad results, and hence they deem it impolitie to 
pass the bill. 


Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Apportionment, 
Privileges and Elections, made the following report: 


The committee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to fix the 
time of holding elections for the several State and county of- 
ficers, and for Representatives to the United States Congress, 
- have had the same under consideration, and instructed me to re- 
port the same back to the Senate, with amendments, and re- 
commend their adoption and the passage of the bill. 

Amend the caption so as to strike ont the word “fix” and in- 
sert “define.” 

Amend first section, by inserting after the word “ Legisla- 
ture,” “the Commissioner of the General Land office.” 

Add proviso to last section as follows: “provided that any 
person holding office may continue to exercise the functions 
thereof, until their successors are duly qualified.” 


Mr. Williamson also made the fellowing report: 


The committee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections, 
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act regulating 
elections, have had the same under consideration, and a majo- 
rity thereof have instructed me to report the same back to the 
Senate, with amendments, and recommend its passage. 

Amendments— 

In section 5, after the word “county,” in second line, insert 
“by death, resignation, or otherwise.” 

Section 11, substitute to read as follows: “That each of the 
clerks shall write and number the name of each voter at the 
time of his voting, and in case the voter be not entitled to vote for 
all the officers that the election is held for, at that precinct, the 
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elerks shall set down opposite to his name the officer or officers 
for which such voter is entitled to vote, for the purpose of af- 
terwards purging the polls in case the election shalt be contest- 
ed, and one of the managers shall m every case, at the time of 
receiving the ticket or baliet, write upon it the voters number 
corresponding with the clerk’s list: and no manager or other 
offieer of an election shali unfold or examine the vote received, 
nor shali they examine the endorsements on the tickets when 
the votes are counted out, nor at any time subsequent to their 
being received into the ballot box, and no ticket not thus num- 
bered shal be counted or noticed in counting owt the votes. 


Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to whom was referred “A bill to be entitled an act 
to establish the Gaiveston and Red River Railroad Company,’ 
reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its 
passage. 

The President of the Senate appointed Messrs. Cuny, Jewett 
and Wiliams, a committee on the part of the Senate, to act 
with a like committee on the part of the House of Represen- 
tatives, io draft a memoriał to the Honorable the Congress of 
the United States, in accordance with a resolution adopted by 
the Senate on Saturday last. 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 


made the iolowing report: i 


Committee Room, 
23th Feb. 1848. 


JOHN A. Green, 
President of the Senate + 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
that portion of the Governors message relative to Santa Fe 
and the territorial Government established there. after fally con- 
sidering the subject, have instructed me to make the following 
Tepori : 


The law of 19th Dec, 1836, declared the boundaries of the 
Republic of Texas to extend from the mouth of the Sabine, 
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along the coast to the mouth of the Rio Grande, thence up the 
principal stream of said river to its source; thence due north to 
the forty second degree of nerth latitude; thence along the boun- 
dary line as defined in the treaty between the United States 
and Spain, to the beginning. This law was in force at the date 
of annexation, and is still in force. 

The right of Texas to territery north of thirty-six degrees, 
thirty minutes, north latitude, is recognized by the United 
States in the annexation resolutions. The Constitution of 
Texas, formed by her Convention, and received by the United 
States, declares all laws to be in force not contrary to the Con- 
stitution. As this law is still in force, it now becomes the du- 
ty of the United States to secure to us the territory included in 
the boundaries prescribed by the law of 1836. 

ifthe Cnited States occupies ihe country on this side the Rio 
Grande, which was formerly a part of New Mexico, she can 
only do so as trustee for Texas, and under no circumstancés 
ean she acquire rights to any territory included in the limits of 
Texas, according to the law of 1836, which would conflict 
with the rights of Texas. If we were to admit thatthe United 
States¥might yield Santa Fe to Mexico, to bring about a peace 
on account of the dangers of war, and for the purpose of saving 
her armies from destruction, still she could not now give it up, 
without perpetrating an outrage npen Texas, and a grievous 
wrong upon her creditors. Unless the country is yielded te 
Mexico, the United States is bound by every principle of right 
and justice, and the usages of nations, to secure to Texas the 
whole of the territory within her limits. What would be thought 
ofa nation, who would place an ally in a worse position than 
she found it, when their arms were everywhere victorious ? 
‘When Texas declared upon her statute book the boundaries 
for which she would contend, the nations which recognized her 
as an independent nation, received her into the family of States 
with all her rights. When Texas came into the American Union 
_ the questiens of boundary with other governments were sub- 
ject to adjustment by the United States. Why was this the 
case? It was because_Texas, as a State of the Union, was 
bound to carry on her foreign relations through the government 
of the United States. The United States was not to exercise 
any power to injure Texas, but to protect her rights and defend 
heras a part of our common country, from foreign aggression. 
Ifthe United States were to attempt to appropriate any portion 
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of the territory included inour boundaries, or to sanction any 
attempt to deprive Texas of the Santa Fe country, or any other 
portion of her territory, she would be violating asacred trust, 
and inflicting a deadly blow upon the rights of Texas. 

Mr. Buchanan, Secretary of State of the United States, ix 
hisletter to Governor Henderson, dated 12th February, 1847, 
remarks that the “temporary Government, resulting from ne- 
eessity can never injuriously affect the right, which the Presi- 
dent believes to be justly asserted by Texas to the whole tefri- 
tory, on this side of the Rio Grande, whenever the Mexican 
claim to it shall have been extinguished by treaty. But this is- 
a subject which more properly belongs to the Legislative, than 
the Executive branch ofthe Government.” 

That part of the President’s message of December last, in 
relation to New Mexico and California must be construed to 
refer to that portion of what was formerly New Mexico, which 
lies west of the Rio Grande, or the opinions of the President 
cannot be reconciled. Enough is known to convince us that 
we shouid act, and act quickly, unless we are satisfied to wink 
at an attempt to deprive us of a portion of our territory. Tex- 
as Shouid never consent to a reduction of her limits. Itis ne- 
cessary for the Legislature to secure to the people of Sante: 
Fe the rights of citizens, or our rights may be endangered by 
the movements which have been, and will be made in that 
country. As the Convention failed to act on this subject, it is 
to be regretied that the last Legislature took no steps to extend 
our laws over our entire territory. This delay has made it our 
imperative duty to act during the present session of the Legis- 
lature. The committee therefore recommend that a county be 
organized, to include the country which is inhabited, in the 
neighborhood of Santa Fe and Faos, and that a Judicial Dis- 
trict be established in order that the citizens may be placed up- 
onan equal footing with those of other portions of Texas. Let 
us extend our laws over the whole of our country, and secure 
to our citizens their rights, and to the State our publie domain. 
If we fail to do so at this cession of the Legislature, we may 
find great difficulty ia establishing our rights hereafter. The 
longer we delay, the more the difficulties will increase. If we 
remain idle at such a crisis, posterity will long remember our 
negiect. Attempts may be made by insidious legislation to 
alter our boundaries and reduce our territory. The Legislative 
branch of the United States Government has no right to deprive 
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a State of her territory. The powers of the Legislative branch 
were granted to the Government for the protection of the rights 
of the States, and not to enable the United States to make war 
upon them. 

Let us now discharge our duty to our country in such a man- 
ner that we may receive the applause of those who are to come 
after us. We havea great treasure to guard, and upon our 
action millions may be depending. If we suffer one of the 
finest portions of our domain to pass from us by our supine- 
ness, how can we justify ourselves to those whom we repre- 
sent? Letus show ourselves worthy of our country! Let us 
show io the world that the blood of the Alamo has not been 
shed in Vain! ‘That Texians will ever sustain the honor of their 
martyred heroes, whose blood has reddened a hundred hattle- 
fields, that our banner has been unfurled, and that we will nev- 
er yield one inch of soil on this side the Rio Grande. 

With these views, the committee have instructed me to report 
to the Senate, “A bill to be entitled an act to create and organ- 
ize the county of Santa Fe,” and “A bill to be entitled an act to 
establish the eleventh Judicial District of the State of Texas,” 
and recommend the passage thereof. l 

JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman. 


A bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the county 
of Santa Fe. 

Read first time. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the eleventh Judicial 
District for the State of Texas. . 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, - 

200 copies ofthe report were ordered to be printed, 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred “a joint resolution confirming a certificate for one league 
and one labor of land issued to John Vanderworth, by the 
board of land commissioners of Austin county,” which origina- 
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ted inthe House of Representatives, have had the same under 
consideration, and Cirect me to report, that the only difficulty 
in the war seems to be, that only two of the investigating 
board of commissioners. instead of three, had signed the certi- 
Jonie rezommencding the some jor patent, and can see no goad 

son wiy the reliefasked gor should not be granted. ‘They 
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tRerelore recormmend the resolution tothe favorable considera- 
sË T3 "q os 

OR GI the mente, 


The commitee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
serred*a Dill te be entitied an act for the relief of Columbus C. 
Browning, have had the same under consideration, and direct 
wae to report the Dill back to the Senate, and recommend its pas- 


~narried man, and emigrated to the Republic of Texas previous 
to the Ist day of October, 1337" 


The commitiee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
Terre] a LIL originating in the House of Hepreser‘atives, enti- 
tej “an act gor the relef of Thomas J. Stely have pad the same 
mBuer contiaeration. and direct me to report, that the evidence 


acsolLpanving the bi. establishes the fact of the certificate be- 
ing destrored by fre. They therefore return the bill to the 


atk, 
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Mr. Clars, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
mate the Jolowing report. 


The Judiciary committee to whom was referred “an act eon- 
cerning crimes and misdemeanors,” have bad the same under 
consideration, and herewith presert for the consideration of the 
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Senate the accompanying bill, by way of substitute for the 
one referred, which has been compiled with considerable at- 
tention and care. 

The committee regret that they have not been able to pre- 
sent this bill at anearlier day ofthe Session, but many circum- 
stances have conspired to prevent their doing so. During the 
time that this bill has been in their hands, many other matters 
have occupied their time and attention. and the subject of the 
suppression and punishment of crimes and misdemeanors, is 
one of too mneh importance and too delicate a character to 
be hastily or lightly dealt with. Impressed with this consider- 
ation, they have endeavored to bestow upon it proper reflec- 
tion. And im prescribing penalties for the commission of 
crimes and violations of law, they have sought to make the 
amount correspond with the character of the offence. 

The bill is not full and complete. Many things properly be- 
longing to such a law are not incorporated, but their absence, 
it is thonght will produce no inconvenience, and their incor- 
poration may safely be delayed until a future period. 

EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution. 


“Resolved, That the House concurring, a joint committee be 
appointed to examine the cash book, and vouchers connected 
therewith, of the General Land Office. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the resolution on the table for 
one day. ee 

Lost. r 

The resolution was then adopted. a 

‘A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills, viz.: 


A bill fo be entitled an act toincorporate the town ‘of San’ 
Augustine. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of the 
county of Cameron. k 
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A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in case 
of forcible entry and detainer. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the regulation of Pilots at the 
mouth of the Brazos river. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Nacog- 
doches. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an actto detect 
fraudulent land certificates, passed at the fifth Congress of the 
Republic of Texas. = 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 
The following bills, viz: ~ 


A bill to be entitled an actconcerning the forfeiture of cer- 
tain neat cattle. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an aet creating the 
county of Polk, approved, March 30th, 1846. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Walk- 
er county. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Montgomery Acad- 
emy. 
f4 bill to be entitled an act to authorize the issuance of land 
patents to assignees of Sheriffs, Executors, Administrators and 
Guardians. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Williamson Acad- 
emy, were severally read third time and passed. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Louis Sanches. 

Read third time and passed by the following vote. 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourlund, Burleson, Clark, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wal- 
lace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Bache, Cuny, Dancy, and Perkins—4. 

Joint Resolution auditing and acknowledging the claim of 
Stewart Perry against the late Republic of Texas. 

Read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, 
Wailace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Cuny and Dancy—4. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to regulate pro- 
eeedings in the District Courts, approved 13th May, A. D. 
1846: 

Read first time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, rule suspended, bill read second 
time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 2d and 4th sections 
of an act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice toissue patents upon unconditional headright certificates 
for land, approved, May 12th, 1846. 

Read ‘first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Ann Terrell, wid- 
ow and relict of George W. Terrell, deceased. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating attachments. 

Read third time. 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend by adding the following pro- 
viso. 

“Provided, however, that no Judgment shalt be taken against 
a defendant on attachment, unless the fact of such defendant 
being a nen resident of the State, or about te move without 
the limits of the State, be on trial established by proper proof. 

Rejected. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the passage of the 
bill and stood thus. 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace, and 
Williams—13. 

Navs-—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Fitzgerald, McRae, Perkins, 
Williamson and Wootten—7. 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, : 7 

A bill to be entitled an act te authorize and require Judges 
ofthe District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, for the 
trial of persons charged with the commission of crimes, the 
punishment for which is death, was taken up and placed among 
the orders of the day. 

A billto be entitled an aet te organize the Supreme Court of 
the State of Texas. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Grimes moved to strike out “Brenham” in second sec- 
tion. 
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Č arried ee 
Mr. Grimes moved to fill the blank with “Huntsville.” 
Lost. 
Alr. Williamson moved to fill the blank with the “town of 
Yrashington in the county of Washington.” 

or 

Qn motion cf Mr. Brashear the blank was filled with “Hous- 
ton.” 

Mr. Navarro moved to strike ext “Victoria” and insert“San 
Antonio.” 

Mr. Fi tageraid moved to amend the motion, by striking out 
“San Antonio” and inserting “Goliad.” 

Mr, Phiuips moved a division of the question. 

Mr. WilEamsop offered a Substitute for the bill. 

Nr. Clark moved to lay the substitute upon the table. 

Upon which the veas and nays Were called and stood as fol- 

saree: 

Yusas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Parker, Phillips, Wallace, 
Wi8ams and W ootten—24, 

Nars—Messrs. Bache, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, Navarro, 
Perkins and Wiuiamson—7. 

Bo the substitute was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Jewett otered a bill to be entitled an act providing for 
Rolding the sessions of the Supreme Court at the town of Hen- 
rson and eity of Austin, as a substitute, which, 

On motion of Mr. Philips, wasrejected by the following 
vote. 

genet Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Gage, Grimes, Fitz- 
gerald, McRae. Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace, Williams 
and Woot en—113. 

Nars—Messrs. Bonrland, Bache, Burleson, Cany, Dancy, 
Jewett, Perkins and Williamson—s. 

The guestion then recurred on the motion to strike out “Vic- 
toria.” 

Which motion was carried. 

Qn motion of Mr. Williamson, 

The Senate adjourned until 3 o’clock,p. m 


3 o'CLOGK, P, Ms 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


The Senate not being full, the question under consideration 
was informally passed over. 


A billtobe entitled anact authorizing die appointment of 
a Fiscal agent and for the better security of the revenue. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Gage, 

The rule was suspended, bill read second time and referred 
to the committee on Finance. 

Onmotion of Mr. Wallace, 

Abillto be entitled an act to authorize and require the 
Judges of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, 
for the trial of persons, charged with the commission of crimes, 
the punishment for which is death, was taken up and referred 
to a select committee. 

Messrs. Wallace, Williams and Gage, were appointed said 
committee. 

Joint Resolution authorizing the transfer of one half of a cer- 
tain lot in the city of Austin, on certain conditions. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage the rule wassnspended, read second 
time, and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the public printing. 

Read second time: ‘and, 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the committee on 
contingent expenses. 

A bill to be entitled an act to punish officers guilty of extor- 
ton. 

Read second time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the 
Judiary. p 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Col- 
umbia, on the Brazos river, m Brazoria county- 

Read second time: and, $ 

On motion of Mr. Perkins referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the timesof holding the 
Courts in the 8th Judicial District. 
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Read second time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson referred to a select commit- 
tee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the 
Courts in the 9th Judicial District. 

Read second time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Parkerreferred to a select committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James P. Wal- 
jace. 

Read second time: and, 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the cemmittée on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. ` 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating Ferries. 

Read first time. 

And on motion of Mr. Gage, rule suspended, read second 
time and referred tothe committee on Internal improvements. 

A bill te be entitled act regulating sequestrations. 

Read first time: and, ` 

On motion of Mr. Clark, rule suspended, read second time 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


The Senate being full, the bill under consideration at the 
time of adjournment was taken up. 


The question before the Senate being on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Navarro, to insert “San Antonio.” 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called—and stood thus. 

Yras—Messrs. Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, Na- 
varro, Parker and Williamson—8. 

Ways—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Gage, Fitz- 


gerald, McRae, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and Woot- 
ten—-12. 


Rejected. . 
Mr. Fitzgerald then moved to fill the blank with “Goliad.” 
Mr. Dancy offerred to substitute “Austin” for “Goliad.” 
; Upon which the yeas and nays was called and stood as fol- 
ows: 
Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, 
Jewett, Perkins, Williamson and Woott en—9. 
Nave—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Gage, Fitz- 


gerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace and 
Williams—12. 
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Rejected. 


The question then recurred on filling the blank with “Goli- 
ad.” 


Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol.. 
lows: 

Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burle- 
son, Clark, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na- 
varro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, William- 
son and Woeotten—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Cuny and Dancy—2. , 

So the blank was filled with Goliad. 

Mr. Wiliams moved to fill the blank in the 2d section with 
“November.” 

Carried. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson the Senate adjourned. 


Wednesday, 9 o'clock, A. M. 
March ist, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President—The fol- 
lowing Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs, Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache; Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Perkins, 
Parker, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten. 

Quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred “a bill to 
be entitled an act to require all mayors and recorders of incor- 
porated towns and cities to call a jury in the trial of all causes 
where the accused is subject, under the law, to fine and impris- 
onment, or either,” and a majority of those present instructed 
me to report the same back to the Senate, and recommend its 
passage. 
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Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, io whom was referred a “joint resolution authorizing 
the transier o? one-haii ofa certain iot in the city of Austin, on 


ceriain conditions,” reported the same back to the Senate; and 
recommended its passage. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman ofthe committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported “ A bid to be entitied an act to amend the several acts 
incorporating the city of Houston,” and, albill to be entitled an 
act to authorize persons who have located lands through mis- 
take, fo Hoai their cicims or certificates, and re-locate the same 
elsewhere,” correctiy engrossec. 


Mr. Wiikdams, eheirman of ihe committee on Internal Im- 
provements made the ioliowing report: 


The committee on interna: Improvements, te whem was re- 
ferred a billio be entitied “An act to amend an act entitled an 
act lor the relief of master builders and mechanics of Texas,” 
approved January 25d, 15359, have considered the same, and 
instragted me io report the bil back to the Senate, with an 
amendment, and recommend iis passage.  ’ 

Amendment 

Strike out “.Conris” in first section, fourth line. 


Mr. Wiliams aiso made the following report: 


The committee on Internal Improvements, te whom was re- 
ferred a joint Resolution to validate the election of mayor and 
aldermen of the city of New Braunfels, have considered the 
same, and instracted me to report that, although the provisions 
of this resolution invoive questions which shouid properly be 
referred to the Judiciary committee, they have taken action 
thereon, ana instructed me to report the same back io the Sen- 


ate, and recommend iis passage. . 
Air. Wiiiame, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 


provements, to whom was referred a bil to be entitled an aet 
reguaiting ferries, reported the same back to the Senate, 
and recommended its passage. 
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t Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be required 
to take into consideration the propriety of granting an ang- 
mentation of lands to volunteers, who entered the army of Tex» 
as previous to the first day of August, 1836, who have received 
an honorable discharge from the army, have remained in the 
country, and have since married, and that they be required te 
report by bill or otherwise.” 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
* Public Lands” and inserting “ Judiciary.” 

Lost. 

The resolution was then adopted. __ 

The following communication was received and read: 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate: 


Sir :-— Py as 
I respectfully submit through you my resignation as Senator 
of the seventeenth Senatorial District. 
March 1st, 1848. 
Your obedient servant, 


A. H, PHILLIPS, 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had adopted a resolution 
to go into the election of some person or persons to print the 
laws and journals of the present session of the Legislature, on 
Thursday, the 2d of March, at 12 o'clock, M. 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of ihe 
Senate to a bill to be entitled an act to provide for the sale of 
the property used by the late Government for custom purposes. 

Also, that the House had passed the following bills, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the assessment and 
collection of Taxes; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Western ‘Texas 
Orphan Asylum; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first, second and 
` fourth sections of an act, entitled an act, to regulate the licenses 


and practice of attorneys and counsellors atlaw, approved 12th 
May, pte 1846; 
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Also, that the House had passed a bill which originated in 
the Senate, to be entitled an act to authorize and require the 
Secretary of State to cause all of the unbound enrolled acts and 
joint reselutions of the late Republic of Texas, and of the first 
Legislature of the State of Texas, to be substantially bound 
for preservation in his office, with an amendment. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act to organize ihe Supreme Court of 
the State of Texas being under consideration, when the Senate 
adjourned on yesterday, was taken up. 

Mr. Williamson moved to fll the second blank, in second 
section, with * February.” 

Carried. 

The third blank, in same section, was, 

- On motion of Mr. Williamson, filled with “two months.” 
- Mr. Fitzgerald moved to fill the fourth blank, in the second 
section. with * May.” 
Carried? 
On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the fifth blank, in same section. 
was flied with “two months.” 
Mr. Jewett moved to lay the bill on the table. 
Lost. 
Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “two months” 
in eighteenth ine of second section, and inserting “ten weeks.” 
Mr. Dancy moved a division of the question. 
Question on siriking ouit— 
Carried. 
‘Che blank was then filed with “ten weeks.” 
Mr. Dancy moved to re-consider the yote of yesterday fillixig 
a blank with “Houston.” 
Lost, ~ 
Mr. Dancy moved to amend by inserting after “Houston” 
the words “or Fanthorps, as the Judges of the Supreme Court 
- may deem proper.” 
Rejected. 
Mr. Dancy moved io amend by striking out “ Henderson,” 
and inserting “Marshall, in Harrison county.” 
Mr. Parker moved a division of the question. 
Mr. Gage moved a eall of the Senate. 
On motion of Mr, Gage, the call was suspended. 
The question on striking out was put and lost, 


\ 
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The question then recurred on striking out “Henderson” and 
inserting Marshall, in Harrison county.” 


Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 
Yeas—Messrs. Bache, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy and Navarro 


Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Gage. 
Grimes, Jewett, FitzBerald, McRae, Parker, Perkins, Wallace, 
Williams, Williamson and Wootten—15. 

Lost. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend by adding the following addi- 
tional sections : 

“Sec, 25. Be it further enacted, That all causes remaining 
undetermined upon the Docket of the Supreme Court now in 
session, in the city of Austin, upon the adjournment of said 
Court, shall be by the clerk of said Supreme Court transferred, 
together with allpapers connected therewith to that Supreme 
Court District, within which is situated the counties from which 
said causes were sent up.” , 

“Sec. 26. Be it further enacted, That this act shall take.ef- 
fect from and after the first day of August, 1848.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the bill by striking out “ Hen- 


. derson” and inserting “Nacogdoches.” 
5 4 


i Upon which the yeas and nays werecalled, and stood as fol- 
OWS: 

Yeas—Messrs. Burleson, Cuny, Dancy and Navarro—4. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Parker, Perkins, 
Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—16. 

Rejected. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act relating to crimes and misdemea- 
nors, together with the report of the Judiciary committee there- 
on; reporting a subtitute was read. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the subtitute was adopted, and 
made the special order of the day for Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, a bill to be entitled an act to 
create the county of Williamson, was taken up. 
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The report of the committee on Counties and County Bound- 
aries on said bill, which recommended that the 4th section of 
the bill be stricken out, was adopted. 

Mr. Burleson moved to insert after the word “Williamson.” 
in caption, “in honor of Robert M. Williamson.” i 

Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved an amendment, by inserting an addi- 
tional section attaching said county of, Williamson to the 
2d Judicial district. . 

Carried. 

Bill read second time and passed toa third reading.- 

A bill te be entitled an act to authorize and require the See- 
retary of State to cause all of the unbound: enrolled acts and 
joint resolutions of the late Republic of Texas, and of the first 
Legisiature of the State of Texas to be substantially bound 

for preservation in his office, with an amendment from* the 
House, was read, and amendment concurred in by the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the several acts incor- 

rating the city of Houston. > 

Read third time and passed. 

- A bill to be entitled an act to authorize persons who have 
located their lands through mistake,to float and re-locate their 
claims elsewhere. 

Read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, a bill to be entitled an act te 
amend the third section of an aet to provide for the disposition 
of the funds received from the United States, was taken up; 
read second time and passed to a third reading. f 

On wotion of Mr. Burleson, a billte be entitled an act for 
the relief of Aun Terrell, widow and relict of George W. Ter- 
rell, deceased; was taken up, read second time and referred to 
the committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the Secretary was instructed to > 
requestthe House of Representatives to return a bill to be en- 
titled an act regulating attachments. 

Mr. Williams gave notice that he would move a reeonsid- 
eration of the vote which passed the bill to be entitled an act 
regulating attachments, on yesterday. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned, 
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Thursday, 9 o’elock, A. M. 
March 2d, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 


The following Senators answered to their names : 


Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Bourland, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, 
Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten. 

Quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary’ 
made the following report: 

The Judiciary committee have had under consideration, an 
act to amend an act entitled “an act to regulate proceedings 
in the District Courts,” approved 13th May, 1846, and herewith 
return the same to the Senate, with amendments, the adoption 
of which, they recommend. 

ist Amendment. Strike out all after the words “an act,” in 
the caption, and insert the words “concerning proceedings in 
the District Courts.” 

2d Amendment. Add to the 3d section the following words: 
“provided this section shall not apply to suits now pending.” 

8d Amendment. Strike out allafter the word “call,” in 6th 
line of 15th section, to the word “the,” before the word “party,” 
in seventh line of said section, and insert between the words 
“applying” and “has” in same line, the words, “for the same 
shall make affidavit that he.” 

4th Amendment. Insert the following as an additional sec- 
tion to come in as the 16th section: 

“That such depositions may be returned to the court either 
by mail, or by a party intrus ted in taking the same, or other 
private conveyance. 

If sent by mail, the post master or his deputy mailing the 
same, shall endorse thereon, that he received them from the 
hands of the officer before whom they were taken, and the 
Clerk taking them from the post office, shall endorse on them. 
that he received them from the post office, and sign his name 
thereto. Ifsent by other conveyance, the person delivering 
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them info court, shall make affidavit before the Clerk, that he 
received them from the hands of the officer before whom they 
were taken, that they have not been ont of his possession since, 
and that they have undergone no alteration.” 

5th Amendment. Change the numbers of the succeeding 
sections, soas to makethem correspond with the number of 
and the foregoing amendment cr section. 

6th Amendment. Strike out the word “said” after the word 
“by” in second line ef sixteenth section, and insert the word 
“an,” and after the word “act,” in said line of said section, m- 
sert the words “entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the 
District courts, approved 13th May, 1846.” 

3th Amendment. Insert the word “seventieth” between the 
words “first” and “seventy” in third line of twenty-first 
Section. 

With the above amendments, the majority of the committee 
recommend the passage of the bill- 


Mr. Clark, also, made the followimg report: 


The Judiciary committee to whom was referred “an act reg- 
ulating sequestrations,” have had the same under considera- 
tion, and propose the following amendment thereto, the adop- 
tion of which, they recommend: 

Amendment. Add the following proviso to the end of the 
seventh section; “provided, that if the defendant does not re- 
plevy the property sequestered within thirty days, the sheriff 
or other officer shall deliver the property to the plaintiff, apon 
his giving bond, payable to the Sheriff or other officer, in a 
sum at least double the value of the property sequestered, 
with two or more good and sufficient sureties, to be approved 
by the officer, conditioned, that the preperty shall be forthcom- 
ing to abide the decision of the court, which bond, if forfeited, 
or if the snit be decided against the plaintiff, shall have the 
force and effect of a judgment; and if the property sequestered 
be slaves, and the defendant does not within the time pre- 
scribed, (thirty days,) replevy the same, nor the plaintiff with- 
in ten days thereafter; it shall be the duty of the Sheriff or 
other officer to hire out said slaves to the best advantage. . 

With this amendment, the majority of the committee recom- 
mend the passage of the bill. 


a 


455 


Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James P. Wai- 
lace; have had the same under consideration, and find that said 
Wallace entered the service of the late Republic of Texas, un- 
der Maj. R. M. Williamson, as a a Ranger, on the 17th day ot 
January, 1836, for 12 months,he was on account of wounds re- 
ceived, discharged from the service on the 29th May, by Brig- 
adier Gen. Thomas J. Rusk, for which service there is no ev- 
idence that he received any pay, to which he was entitled un- 
der an erdinance and decree te establish a corps of Rangers, 
passed 24th of November, 1835. This ordinance allewed one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per day. The term served was 
one hundred and thirty-one days, for which he is willing to 
take land at fifty cents per acre, say 328 acres. Being pre- 
vented from serving out the residue of the term only by reason 
of wounds received, the committee think he is justly entitled 
‘to the donation of 1280 acres granted to 12 months soldiers, by 
“an act amendatory to the several acts and ordinances 
granting bounty lands,’ approved Dec. 4th, 1837, as those who 
served out thé full term. 

They also found by a certificate of the acting Adjutant 
General, that there is no evidence that R. M. Williamson re- 
ceived any pay for services rendered as Major of the Ranging 
service, in which he was engaged from the 28th November, 
1835, until the 10th June, 1836, for which service by ordinance 
and decree, to establish and organize a corpse of Rangers, 
approved, Nov. 24th,1835, he was entitled besides the pay of a 
private, to the same pay that officers of the same grade were 
entitled in the Regiment of Dragoons in the United States ser- 
vice, all of which, for six months and twelve days, amounts to 
the sum of $1101, in lieu of which, he is willing to receive 
land at fifty cents per acre. The committee believing this class 
of claims to be amongst the most meritorious which are now 
against the late Republic, have directed me to report a substi- 
tute for said bill, and recommend its passage. 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance, mace 
the following report: 


456 


The committee on Finance. to which was referred the bill 
fer the relief of Ann Terrell, widow of George W. Terrell, 
decd., have had the bill under consideration, and instructed _ 
me toreturn the bill to the Senate for their action. Your com- 
mittee have uo hesitation in recommending this as s good and 
genuine claim against the late Republic. Notwithstanding, 
the claimant being the bereaved relict of a distinguished and 
faithful pablic servant, whose situation is calculated to create 
the liveliest sympathies in her behalf. Yet, taking into con- 
sideration the limited means, and the many meritorious claims 
outstanding against the State, your committee have declined 
recommending the payment of this claim at the present time. 


Afr. Daney, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the follewing report: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“a bill to be entitled an act incorporating the Houston Me- 
chanics’ Institute,” have. after due consideration, instructed 
me to report the bill back to the Senate and recommend its 
passage. 


Mr. Abbett offered the following Resolution: 


“Wheress, this being the twefth anniversary of Texian Inde. 
pendence; and whereas, it is customary and proper to com. 
memorate the glorious epochs of our national history; There. 
fore, 

Be it resolved, That in commemoration of the anniversary of 


Texian Independence, the Senate stand adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 9 o'clock. 


Adopted. ‘ 


So the Senate adjourned. 
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Friday, 9 o’clock. a. m. 
March 3d, 1348. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names: 


Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Gage, 
Grimes, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Wal- 
lace, and Wootten. 


Quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


* On motion of Mr. Bourland, leave of absence was granted 
to Mr. Wootten for the remainder of the present session of the 
Legislature. 


Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, a bill to entitled an act to or- 
ganize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas. 


Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John Wetts and 
others, reported the following bill; and recommended its pas- 
sage: : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons who set- 
tled in S. W, Peter’s and his associates colony. 

Read first time. 


< 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act authorizing the 
appointment of a Fiscal Agent, and for the better security of . 
the revenue, returned the same to the Senate, and recommend- 
ed its passage. 


Mr. Bourland, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act torestore lands sold for Taxes, and 
bid in by the government, to the former owners, have had the 
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same under consideration, and instructed me to report the same 
back to the Senate. with an amendment, and recommend its 
passage. 

Amendment. Strike out the word “off” in the 12th line, and 
insert the word “in”; and in fourteenth line, strike out “Jan- 
uary” and insert “July.” . 


Mr. Fitzgerald offered the following resolution: 

* Rescivez, That with the concurrence of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the two Houses of the Legislature stand adjourn- 
edon Monday 13th inst. at 12 o’clock, M. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the resolution was laid upon 
the table. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the act regulating attachments. 
which the Senate requested to have returned to them, had 
been finally acted on by the House, on the day before yes- 
terday, and it is not in their power to returnit. - 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate-to the following bills, viz: 

y A bili to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of La 
aca. 

A biil to be entitled an act regulating Attachments. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the forfeiture of cer- 
tain neat cattie. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Montgomery Acad- 
emy. 

Also, that the House refuse to recede from their amendment 
to a resolution of the Senate, relative to employing some suit- 
able person to take charge of the capitol, &e. 

Aiso, that the House had passed the following bills, and joint 
resolutions, Viz: : 

A biil to be entitled an act to organize Justices’ Courts, and 

„define the powers and jurisdiction of the same. 
~ A bill to be entitled an act to raise a revenue by taxation. 

À bill to be entitled an act to provide for revising the statute 
laws of tho State of Texas. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the forty-third section 
of an act punishing crimes and misdemeanors, approved Dec. 
2st, 1836. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 17th and 19th sec- 
tions of an act regulating juries. 
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Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to Edward Hall. 
Joint Resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smith, and 
- Joint Resolution for the benefit of the. Texas volunteers, call- 
ed into the service of the country inthe ygar 1846, which origi- 
nated in the Senate. > 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs’ 
made the following reports: E 

The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred a 
_ bill to be entitled an act to provide for the exchange of books, 
maps, charts, &c., have instructed me to return the bill 
back to the Senate, with the following amendments: 

Amendment Ist. In the caption, strike out “ete” and insert 
“and,” before charts.” 

Amendment 2d. In the 2d section, strike out “provided” and 
all thereafter; and recommend the adoption of the amend- 
ments, and the passage of the bill as amended. 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“an act to incorporate the town of Mount Pleasant, in the 
county of Titus,” have instructed me to report the bill back to 
the Senate, with the following amendments, to wit: 

.In Sec. 1, line 9, strike out “Marshall” and insert “Bonham.” 

In line 10, strike out “Harrison, approved, December 3ist, 
1844,” and insert “Fannin, approved Feb. 2d, 1848;” and re- 
commend the adoption of the amendments, and: the passage of 
the bill as amended. 

Mr. Cuny, Chairman of the committee on contingent ex- 
penses, made the following report: 


The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was refer- 
red, a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the public printing, 
kave had the same under consideration, and instructed me to 
report the same back to the Senate, with amendments, and 
recommend its passage. 

Amendments. In 2d Sec. 11th line, after the word “allow- 
ed,” strike out “twenty,” and insert “ten.” 

In Sec. 4, after the word “shall,” in the 2d line insert “with- 
in three days after the election.” 
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In Sec. 5, strike out all the 4th line, and insert “the laws 
within thirty, and the Journals within sixty days, from the day 
on which the copies are delivered to him.” 

Strike out the proviso. 

In Sec. 6, after the word “shall,” in the 83d line, insert “num- 
her all the acts and Joint Resolutions, and keep a register 
thereof.” In the same line, inSert before the word “cause,” the 
bale “and” and strike out after “cause” “the laws” and insert 
“them.” 

Substitute Section 8th, as follows: 

“That copies of the Journals of each House of the first 
Legislature, shall be printed, and the printing of the same 
may be let ont in a separate contract.” 

Additional section to be numbered 6th. 

“That within days after the passage of any law or 
Joint Resolution, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State 
to cause to be delivered to the Public Printer, correct copies of 
said laws and joint resolutions, in order that the printing may 
be executed with the least possible delay. 

In Nec. 9, in 2d line, after “1846,” strike out all that follows 
to the word “repealed,” in the 4th line. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A biil to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons hav- 
ing promissory notes of the Government, that have been can- 
celledby A. A. M. Jackson, as agent, &c., which said promisso- 
ry notes have not been funded nor redeemed, was, 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, indefinitely postponed. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments. : f 

Read second time by sections. : 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend first section by striking out 
“ of? in sixth line, and inserting “for,” and by striking out all 
after “by” in the seventh line, and ins’erting “death.’ 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend second section by striking out 
“fourteen days” in third line, and inserting “one day.” 

Adopted. 

In same line, by striking out “having,” and inserting “ac- 
quiring.” 

Rejected. 

In fourth line strike out “orto” and insert “ Judge ofa 
court of record or.” 


w 
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Adopted. . 

Strike out seventh line and insert “for any time not less than 
ten years, nor more than twenty.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. Williamson moved to strike out the second section. 

Lost. 

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting two communications in writing. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the third section by striking- 
out all after “ or” in the third line, and inserting “shall with inten- 
tion to defraud the State, pay or deliver any money so by-him 
received, to any person, knowing that said person has not au- 
thority to receive the same, the person so offending shall, on 
conviction thereof, be punished by confinement during any time 
not exceeding three years, and may, in the diseretion.of the ju- 
ry, be fined any sum of money not.less than one hundred dol- 
lars, nor more than ten thousand dollars. í 

Rejected, , 

Mr. Wallace offered the following as a substitute for the fifth 
section : 

“Sec, 5. Beit further enacted, That every premeditated or de- 
liberate killing ofa human being by poison, starving, strang- 
ling, stabbing, shooting, striking, torture, or other means, or in © 
attempting to commit arson, rape, robbery, burglary, larceny, 
treason or any other high erime, shall be murder of the first de- 
gree; and every other malicious killing of a human being 
which is not by this act declared to be murder of the first de- 

ree, shall be murder of the second degree; and in every case 
of the kind, the jury trying the same shall, by their verdict, find 
the person accused, guilty of murder of the first or of the se- 
cond degree, and the amount of punishment te be inflicted, or 
that the person so charged is Jnot guilty of murder. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Williamson moved to strike out_the fifth section. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, Gage, 
Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Parker and Williamson—L0. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bache, Clark, Dancy, Grimes, Navar- 
ro, Perkins, Wallace, ‘Williams and Wootten—10. 

There being a tie, the President voted in the Negative, 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the sixth section by striking 
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be punished by confinement for any time not less than three 
months nor more than one year, or by fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars.” 

Rejected. i 


Mr. Wallace offered the following as a substitute fer the 
twentieth section : 

“Sec. 20. Be it further enacted, That if any free person shall 
in the night time, or inthe day time, maliciously, or with in- 
tent to commit a crime, break and enter any dwelling- 
house, banking house, storehouse, warehouse, jail, clerk's office, 
court house, mill, cotton-gin, college, academy, meat-house, 
stable, granary, shop or office, or any ship, sloop, schooner, 
steamboat, flatboat, or keel-boat lying or being in any bay, 
lake, river, bayou, creek, port, harbor within the jurisdiction of 
ihe State, the person so offending shall, on conviction thereof, 
be punished by confinement during any time not more than 
one year nor less than ten days, with or without labor, in the 
discretion of the jury.” 

Rejected. ` > 


Mr. Clark moved to amend the 23d section by inserting “cot- 
ton-gin” after “mill.” 
Adopted. 


Mr. Wallace moved to amend the twenty-fourth section, by 
inserting after “horse,” in second line, “gelding, mare or colt,’ 
and by striking outall after the word “injure” in the third line, 
and inserting “the owner thereof, the person so offending shall, 
on conviction, be cerfined for- any time not exceeding one 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the further reading of the bill 
was suspended, and the communications from His Excellency, 
the Governor, were read :_one of which being nominations for 
Judges ofthe sixth and ninth Judicial Districts, was, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, made the special order of the day 
for Wendesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The nomination of Judge for the 6th Judicial District was 
referred, together with documents relative to the same, to the 
committe on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections. 

+ 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland, 


The nomination of Judge for the ninth Judicial District, was 
referred to the same committee. 


The other communication from his Excellency, the Govern- 
or, was as follows: 


Executive Orricr, 
. Austin, March 2d, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 
and House of Representatives. 


In the general message, which Thad the honor to lay before 
the Legislature at the commencement of the session, I did not 
advert, specifically, to the northwestern portion of our State, 
including Santa Fe, for the reason that my recent induction in- 
to office afforded me no time to investigate the subject, or to 
inform myself fully as to the condition of that territory. 

Since that time, however, events have transpired which 
cannot fail to awaken aninterest, and direct attention to that 
quarter of our frontier. 

Credible information has reached the Executive, that a State 
Government, exercising civil jurisdiction, has recently been es- 
tablished in Santa Fe, within the legitimate and acknowledged 
boundaries of Texas, and that measures have been taken to 
call a convention of the peaple of that district for the avowed 
purpose of framing a State Constitution, preparatory to its an- 
nexation to the United States, 

The Executive has givento that subject the consideration 
which its importance demands, and in submitting ittothe Le- 
gislature, with the facts in his possession relative to the pres- 
ent condition of Santa Fe, and the late proceedings ofthe act- 
ing authorities there; he feels assured of the concurrence and 
co-operation of your Honorable Body in maintaining the right 
of Texas to every foot of her territory. 

It appears that the establishment of a separate and indepen- 
dent State Government in Santa Fe has the sanction of the 
authorities of the United States Government acting in that 
quarter, and under whose protection all New Mexico is at this 
placed, though the General Government has disclaimed all 
right to that territory, and has repeatedly recognized the right 
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of Texas to that portion offitlying east ofthe Rio Grande. Upon 
the commencement of hostilities between the United States 
and Mexico, General Kearney was dispatched with a requisite 
force to Santa Fe, with instructions from the General Govern- 
ment to take possession of the country and establish a military 
Government for the preservation of order and the protection of 
the rights ot the people on that portion of the Texas frontier.— 
A question arose as to the right of the General Government to 
exercise a jurisdiction over that portion of our State. My pre- 
decessor, Governor Henderson, being unapprised as tothe pur- 
‘poses and ultimate designs of the General Government, and 
doubting the justice of the jurisdiction which she was exer- 
cising, addressed a letter to the Secretary of State at Wash- 
ington under date of 4th January, 1847, enquiring of the Pres- 
ident “whether the proceedings of Gen. Kearney were au- 
thorized or sanctioned by the General Government.” He also 

tesired to be informed “if the General Government claimed 
any portion of the territory lying east of the Rio Grande and 
embraced within the limits of Texas, as declared by an act of 
Congress, passed in December, 1836, to the exclusion of the 
claim of the State of Texas to the soil and jurisdiction over the 
same!” 

In reply to these enquiries, Mr. Buchanan, Secretary of 
State, ina letter dated at Washington, 12th of February, 1847, 
asserted, “that the occupation of New Mexico by the troops of 
fhe United States was temporary, and thatthe government over 
it was military in its character; merely such a government as 
must exist under the laws of nations and of war, to preserve 
order and to protect the rights of the inhabitants, and that it 
would cease on the conclusion of a treaty of Peace with Mexi- 
co. “Nothing therefore,” Mr. Buchanan concludes “can be 
“more certain than that this temporary Government, result- 
“ing from necessity,can never injuriously affect the rights 
“which the President believes_to be justly asserted by Texas to 
“the whole territory on this side of the Rio Grande, whenever 
*the Mexican claim to it shall have been extinguished by trea- 
ty.” 

These assurances on the part of the President ofthe United 
States, were satisfactory, as regarded the recognition by the 
General Government of the right of Texas to all the territory 
embraced within the boundaries prescribed by law. But the 
late movements in Santa Fe, the establishment of a civil gov- 
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ernment independent of. Texas and the contemplated conven- 
tion of the people of that territory for the purpase of annexing 
it to the United States, encouraged and supported by the offi- 
cers of the United States, as it appears, 1 conceive to be at 
variance with the professions ef the President, and dangerous 
tothe rights and interests of the State. 

The right of Texas to every foot of soil within her limits as 
prescribed by our laws is no question with ys. We have uni- 
formly asserted and have always been able to maintain it.— 
The independence of Texas, with her territorial limits as de- 
fined by law in 1836, was acknowledged by the United States 
and the principal powers of Europe. The compact of annex- 
ation did not invalidate our title to any portion of our territo- 
ry. Norhas any thing transpired since our incorporation into 
the United States or during the pendency of the war with Mex- 
ico to impair that title. - 

It cannot be presumed that the occupation of Santa Fe by 
troops drawn from other States could prejudice in the least our 
right tothe territory;for had the Texas troops been ordered there 
instead of being sent to another quarter, they would havebeen 
amply sufficient to occupy the whole of that country and to 
hold it in peaceable possession; in which event the establish- 
ment of a separatet Government in SantaFe would have never 
occurred, and the projected dismemberment of our State (to 
which Texas will never submit) would nothave been heard of, 

As a silent acquiesence in the late movements in Santa Fe, 
might be construed into a submission to unauthorized encroach- 
ments, I respectfully recommend,to the Honorable Legislature 
the propriety of taking some Legislative action uponthe sub- 
ject,in order that ourdelegation inCongress may feel authorized 
and instructed to remonstrate and protest, ifnecessary, against 
the infringement of our rights or the usurpation of our territo- 
ry. Our Senators may be instructed to enquire into the policy 
and orders of the President concerning the establishment of a 
government in Santa Fe, and they may be further instructed to 
oppose the ratification of any treaty in which it is not express- 
ly stipulated that the boundaries of the State as previously 
defined by the laws of the Republic of Texas, be recognized. 

I would also suggest to your Honorable Body the necessity 
of taking suitable legislative action for the immediate enforce- 
ment of our civil and political jurisdiction over that portion of 
Texas including Santa Fe. To effect this object, the Exeen- 
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tive will cheerfully co-operate with you by carrying out such 
measures aS yOu may see proper to adopt. 


GEO. T. WOOD. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the message was referred to the 
committee on State Affairs, and 500 copies ordered to be print- 
ed. 

On motion of Ms. Gage, the Senate adjourned until 3 
o'clock. p. m. 


3 o'ciock. P. M. 


s 


Senate met: roll called; quorum present. 


Mir. Wallace moved to amend the 25th section by striking 
oat all after “shall” in 2d line, and inserting “on conviction 
theteol, be punished by coniinement during any time not less 
than six months nor more than three years.” 

Rejected, 

Mz. Wallace moved io amend the 26th section by inserting 
añer “horse” in 2d line, “geidigg, mare, filly or foal:? and after 
“shall” in ad line, “on conviction thereofresiore the property so 
stolen. or pay the value thereof, and be punished by confine- 
ment daring any time not exceeding five vears.” 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, “swine” was strieken ont. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend the 27th section by striking 
out “bank bills.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following asa substitute for the 271 
~ection : 

“See. 27. Be it farther enacted, That if any free person 
shall steal or take and carry away of the property of another, 
any goods or chattels, or any money, bank bills, or any writing 
coniaining evidence of any existing debt, contract, liability, 
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promise to pay money, or relative to the ownership of property, 
ot for the receipt, payment or discharge, for any money or pro- 
perty, or any writing of a like kind, the person so offending 
shali on cenvictien thereof, restore the article stolen, and be pun- 
ished by confinement not exceeding five years.” 

Rejected. = 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 29th section by striking 
out all after “shall” in the 7th line, and inserting “on conviction 
restore the thing stolen, or pay the value thereof, and be pun- 
ished by confinement during any time not exceeding two 
years.” . 

Rejected. o 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 30th section by striking 
out all after “stolen” in 3d line, and inserting “the person so of- 
fending skal, on conviction thereof, be punished either before 
er aiter the conviction of the principal felon, in the same man- 
ner as though he or she had stolen said property.” 

Rejected. : 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 31st section by striking 
out “thirty” in Sth line, and inserting “live,” and by striking out 
“one year” in same line, and inserting “three months.” In 7th 
ine by striking out “by both of said punishments,” and byin- 
serting at the end ofthe section, “by both fine and punishment * 
and by inserting after “person” in ih line, “on conviction.” 

Adopted. 

Qn motion of Mr. Bouriand, the 31st section was stricken 
at 

Mr. Wakace moved te amend the 32d section by striking eut 
“by both of said punishments, in the last line, and inserting “in 
the discretion of the jury by both fine and imprisonment,” and 
by siriking out “ke” in fifth line, and inserting “the person so 
oilending shail on conviction thereof” 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Bouzland, the Sisi section was stricken 
out, 

Mr. Wallace moved toamend the 32d section by striking out 
“by both of said punishments” in the last line. and inserting “in 
ihe discretion of the jury, by both fine and imprisonment,” and 
by striking out “he” in fifth ne, and inserting “the person so 
otfending shall, ow conviction thereof” 

Rejected. 
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On motion of Mr.. Williamson, the 32d section was stricker 
oul. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to strike out the 33d section. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the vote striking out the 32d sec- 
tion was reconsidered. 

The question on striking out the 32d section was again put, 
and lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 33d section, by striking 
out “he” in 4th line, and inserting “the person so oliending shall 
on conviction thereof.” 

Rejected. ; 

Mr. Williamson moved toamend the 39th section, by striking 
cut “or begin to make,” in second line. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to strike out the 40th section. 

Lost. ; 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the 63d section was strieken 
out. š ; * 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the 64th section was stricken out. 
On motion of Mr, Williamson, the 65th section was stricken 
out. 

On motion of Mr. Pitzgerald, the 66th section was stricken 
out. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the 67th section was stricken 
out. 

On motion of Mz. Williams, the 68th section was stricken 
out. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the 69th section, by striking 
out “as in case of adultery,” and inserting “by imprisonment in 
common jail, not exceeding one year, and fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars.” 

Adopted. . : 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to strike out the 74th section. 

Lost 

Mr. Williamson meved to amend the 76th section by stri- 
king out “fifty” in last line, and inserting “twenty-five.” 


Adopted, : 
Mr. Brashear moved to strike out “highway,” in same sec- 
tion. s 


Lost. 


2 CvA 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend the 77th section by stri- 
king out “five hundred.” - 

Adopted. 

‘ee Williamson moved to fill the blank with “fifty.” 

ost. 

Mr. Dancy moved to fill the blank with “two hundred and 
fifty.” 7 

Lost. 

. On motion, the blank was filled with “one hundred.” 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend further, by striking out 
“fifty,” and inserting “ten.” 

Adopted. . 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the 78th section by striking out 
that portion which relates to imprisonment in the Penitentia- 
rv.” z 

“ Adopted. = 

n Fitzgerald moved to strike out the Sist section. 

ost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend the Sist section by striking 
out “twenty” and “one hundred,” and inserting “ten” and. 
“twenty-five.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the 82d section was stricken 
out. 

Mr. Perkins moved to strike out the 61st section. 

Lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 


A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, 

A billto be entitled an act to create the county of William- 
son, was taken up. l 4 

Read third time and passed. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


_“A majority of the Judiciary committee have considered “a 
bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Columbia, 


ing@tgzoria county.” and have instructed me to report the same 
back to the Senate. with 2 substitute, the adoption and passage 
of which they recommend.” 


Gn motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned. 


Saturday, 9 o'clock. a. m. 
March 4th, 1848. 


The Senate was calied to order by the President. 

The toliowing Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott. Bouriand. Brashear, Bache. Burieson, Cliath, 
Dancy, Gage, Fitzgerald, Parker, Perkins, Wallace, and Woot- 
ten. 

Quorum present. 

‘The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Nir. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made ihe ioliowing report. 


The commitiee on Afairs of State, to whom was referred 


gislature to dispose of the lands beretofere appropriated ior 
schoo! parposes, otherwise than by lease, as required im said 
section,” alter due deliberation, have instructed me to report. 
that they are satished that many inconveniences and hardships 
will resait from the plan proposed in the Constitution. They 
are, however, of opinion, that if the Legislature had entire con- 
trol of those lands, locaj interests might cause them to be sold, 
so thatthe objects for which they have been appropriated would, 
probably, be deieated. They are not willing to recommend the 

amendiment, unless there was a general expression of opinion 
in favor thereof, by the people of the State. The majority of 
the committee, therefore, have instructed me to report, that they 


deem it inexpedient, at this time, to legislate upon the subjes. 
proposed in the resolution. 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the Committee on State Affairs, 
also made the following report: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Jeffer- 
son,” have agreed to report the bill back to the Senate, with the 
following amendments, to wit: 4 

Amendment Ist—In section 3 on page 3,in line 22d of said 
page, strike out “ established ferries.” 

Amendment 2d—In section 5, on page 5, line 6th of said 
page, strike out “one hundred” and insert “fifty,” and strike out 
all of said section after “dollars” in line 7 on said page, and re- 
commend the adoption of the amendments, and the passage of 
the bill as amended. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


A majority of the committee on the Judiciary, having consi- 
dered “A bill to be entitled an act to amend scctions ten, eleven, 
thirteen and twenty-two, of an act to organize the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas,” approved 12th May, A. D. 1846, 


have instructed me to report the same back for the a action of 
the Senate. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to be 
Seas “an act to incorporate the Huntsville Male Institute, 
an 

A bili to be entitled an act to regulate the descent and dis- 
tribution of intestate’s estates. , 

Also, that the House had passed 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the University of 
Eastern Texas, which originated inthe Senate. Also, 

A bil io be entitled an act to locate the county seat of Cass 
county, with an amendment. 


A bil to be entitled an act regulating elections, together with 


the report of the committee on Apportionment, Privileges and 
Elections, was read and report adopted. 

Mr. Wallace mov ed t io amend by inserting “doubtful” be- 
tween “the” and “ticket in the 11th section. 

Rejecie 1. 

The bili then passed toa third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the reliefof Ann Terrell, wi- 
dow and relict of George W. Terrell. deceased, together with 
the report of the comyaittee on Finance, was read, and bill 
passed to a third reading. . 

A bil to be anled an act to organize the e Court of 
the Siate of Tex 

Read third “ime. 

Mr. Burleson moved to amend by inserting “Williamson,” 
after * Travis.” 

Adopted.” 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by inserting after * Laredo,” in 
second section, the words “and Santa Fe? 

Adopted. 

Mr. Burleson moved to amend by striking out “Goliad” and 
inserting “San Antonic.” 

Rejected, 

Mr. Navarro moved to lay the bill on the table until the sist 
dav of December. 1549, upon which the yeas and nays were 
caled. and stood thus 

Yeas— Messrs. Bache, Barieson, Cuny, Dancy, Navarro and 
Perkins—6. i -, 

re eee Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Gage, Grimes, 

Jewett. Fit izgerald, McRae, Parker, Wallace, Williams, Wil 
Hamson cad Wootten—18. 

Lost. 

Air. Dancy moved to lay the bill on the table until Wednesday 
next. 

Lost. 

The yeas and nays were then calied, on the final passage of 
the bill and stood abu - 

Y eas— Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Gage, Grimes, Fitz- 
gerald, MeRee, Parker, Ww allace, Ww iliams and Wootten—11. 

Nays—Messrs. Bache, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, Jewett, Na- 
tarro; Perkinsand Williamson—&. 

So the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, a bill to be entitled an act to regu- 
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late the publie printing, was taken up, and, together with the 
report of the committee on Contingent Expenses. 
Read, and report adopted. 
Mr. Williamson moved to fill the blank in Sth section with 
#500.” 
Carried. 
Mr. Cuny moved to strike ont “and” in 2d line, 3d section. 
Carried. i 
Mr. Jewett offered the following additional section: 


> 


& Be it farther enacted, that there shall be printed with the 
laws of the present session of the Legislature, a correct copy of 
. the Joint Resolution of the United States Congress for annex- 
ing Texas to the United States, approved by the President of 
the United States, on the first day of March, 18-5. ` 

“A copy of the Joint Resolution of the Congress of Texas, 
giving the consent of the Government to the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, approved on the 3d day of June, 
1845. ` 

& A copy of the Ordinance of the Convention of the people 
of Texas assenting to, and accepting annexation, adopted in 
Convention on the dth July, 1845. 

*« A copy of the Constitution of the State of Texas. 

“A copy of the ordinance of the Convention in relation to 
colonization contracts, entered into by the Republic of Texas. 

* A copy ofthe Joint Resolution of the United States Con- 
gress, accepting and approving the Constitution of the State of 
Texas.” i 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. ` 


A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Galveston and Red 
River Railway Company. 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Columbus C. 
Browning, together with the report of the committee on Private 
Land Ciaims, offering amendments, was read, report adopted, 
and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of R. M. Potter, Collector of 
Customs at Velasco during the years 1842, 1843 and 154, 
was read, . 
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The yeas and nays being called on the engrossment, stood as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott. Bourland, Bache, Jewett, Fitzgerald, 
Navarro, Perkins and Willi lliams—S, 

Nays—Aessrs. Brashear, Burieson, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, McRae, Parker, Phillips, Wallace and Woot- 
alle 2. 

So the Senate refused to engross the Joint Resolution. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Jacob F. Winfree, 
to adopt Zachary Tavior ' Long, ax his lawful child. 

Read second time, and passed to a third readi 

A Dill to be entitled an act to amend the third section of “an 

tio provide for the disposition of the funds received from the 
t nited Mates,” approved 3d January, 1548. 

Read third time and passed, 

The Senate coucutrec in the amendments of the House to a 
billio be entitled an act to locate the county seat of Gass 
county. 

A bill ie be entitled an act to establish a State Penitentiary, 
together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, was 
read, and bill passed to a ihird reading. 

A bil to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
regulate proceedings in the District Courts, approved 15th 
Mar, à. D. 1546. together with the report of the commi.tee on 
the Judiciary thereon, ofiering amendments, was read, report 
adopted, and bil. pa-sed to a third ge 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until 3 
O'clock, P. Ai. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met: roll called: quorum present. 


MF 


cated balances of certificates in certain cases to locate them. 
Reat first time. 
On motion of Mr. Perkins, rale suspended; read second time, 
and referred te the committee on Pablic Lands. 


A bill to be entitled an ast authorizing the holders of unio- 
ta 
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A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to pro- 
vide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Tex- 
as, approved April 11th, 1846. . 

Read first time. 

A bili to be entitled an act to organize Justices’ Courts, and 
define the powers and jurisdiction of the same. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended; bill 
read second time, and referred to the committee on State Af- 

airs. . 

A bill to be entitled an act defining the marital rights of 
parties. Read first time; 

Rule suspended; read second time, and referred to the « com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the descent and dis- 
tribution of intestate’s estates. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended; read — 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the assessment and 
collection of taxes. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rale was suspended; bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to raise a revenue by taxation. ) 

Read first time. r 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the method of trying 
the right of property. levied on under writs of execution, se- 
questration and attachment, when the same is claimed bya 
person whois not a party to such writ. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cany, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bili to be entitled an act to amend an act to detect fraud- 
ulent Land Certificates, passed at the fifth Congress of the Re- 
public of Texas. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended; bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
siary. 


A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in cases 
ef forcible entry and detainer. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended; bill 
read second time and referred te the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 17th and 19th sec- 
tions of an act regulating juries. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time. and reterred to committee on State Affairs. 

A Diil to be entitled an act to provide ior revising the stat- 
ute laws of the State of Texas. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, referred to the committee on 
indian Affairs. 

A bill to be entitied an act for the establishment of Free 
Public Sehoois. 

Read tirst time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended; bill read 
sezond time, and referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to be entitied an act to amend the forty-third section 
ofan act punishing crimes and misdemeanors, approved Dec. 
ist, 1538. 

Read iirst time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended; bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
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A bili to be entitled an act to amend the first, second and 
fourth sections of van act entitled an actto regulate the license 
and practice of attorneys and councellors at law,” approved: 
12th May. A. D., 1546. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended; bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on State Af 
fairs. 

„A LII to be entitled an act to provide for inclosing cotton 
gins, 

Read first time. 2 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended; bill read 
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second time, and referred to the committee on Interna] Im- 
provements, 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the organization of 
new counties. 

Read iirst time. 

Oa motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended; bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on Appor- 
tionment, Privileges and Elections. i 

A pillto be entitled an act to incorporate the Huntsville 
Male institute. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was‘suspended; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of San 
Augustine. i 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Dancy, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to define the time of holding the courts in the second Judicial 
District of the State of Texas. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of the 
county of Austin. is 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny; the rule was suspended; bill read 
2d time and referred to the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Republican 
Academy. 

Read first time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of persons who 
have paid government dues on field notes which were subse- 
quently withdrawn. 

Read first time. 

On motionfof Mr. Clark, the rule was susponded; bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent burning the woods 
and prairies. 

Read first time. 


kd 


480 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland. the rule was suspended; bili 
read second time and referred to the committee on State Af- 
fairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section ofan 
act supplementary to an act to regulate the sale of runaway 
slaves, approved January 5th, 1841. 

Read first time. : 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended; biH read 
second time and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 
BOn motion o? Mr. Gage. the Senate adjourned until 9 o'clock. 
Monday morning. : 


Monday, 9 o'clock. a. m. 
March 6th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names: 


“Messrs. Abbott, Bouriand, Brashear. Bache, Clark, Dancy. 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRea, Navarro, Parker. 
Perkins, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten. 


Quorum present. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 


Mr. Dancy., chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
Whom were referred “A bill to be entitled an aet to amend the 
ivth ant 19th sections of an act regulating juries,” 

“A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an 
act supplementary to an act-reguiating the sale of runaway 
slaves, approved January Sth. 1841." 

And “a bili to be entitled an act to prevent burning the woods 
and prairies;" reported the same back ts the Senate and recom- ` 
menaced their passage. 
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My. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance, made 


the following report: 


The Finance committee, to which ~was referred a bill to 
raise a revenue by taxation, have ihstructed me to return the 
bill with the following amendments, and recommend its 
passage. 


Amendments: 


See. 2, line 3, strike out “Indians.” 

Sec. 3, after 3d line, add “and any person, firm or publi 
corporation, having money loaned at interest who shall fail or 
refuse to give in the same for taxation, shall, upon conviction 
before any Court having competent jurisdiction, forteit the in- 
terest on such money loaned at interest, and not given in for 
taxation to the use of the informer.” 

See. 3, line 5, after “wares” strike out “or” after merchan- 
dize, strike out “other than” in same line, after “liquors” in- 
sert “when sold in quantities of a quart or more.” 

See. 3, ine 7, after merchandize, strike out “sold,” and in- 
sert, “spirituous and vinous liquors purchased for sale or re- 

„ceived ior sale asagent or auctioneer.” After “irm” in same 
line, strike out “in the course of each year, for pursuing such 
occupation.” ; 

In 11th line, strike out “sales” and insert “purchasers.” 

In 18th line strike out “sales” and insert “purchases.” 

In 14th line, strike out “year” and insert “term.” i 

“Sec. 5. Strike out after “of” in first line to “each” in 5th 
line. 

After “establishment” in 8th line, insert “to be paid quar- 
terly.” 


Substitute for Sth Seetion. 


“Be it further enacted, That an act, passed the 28th April, 
1846, be and the same is hereby repealed, and that this act 


take effect from and after its passage. - 
31 
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Nr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills 
reported as correctly engrossed, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Columbus €. 
Browning. 


‘ir. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
mace the following report. 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration “A 
bil! to be entitled an act to re gulate proceedings i in the County 
Gpurt, pertaining to estates of deceased persons,” and propose 
the following amendments for the consideration of the Sen- 
ate. ` 


myd 


First amendment. 


A ft 


After the caption thus: 
=A bil to beentitied an act to organize and regulete the 
practice of County Courts sitting as Probate Courts.” 


Second amendment. 


Strike out 4th section. 

Third amendment. _ 

Sec. e i line 4, strike out the words “issuance of.” 
Fourth amendment. ~ 

Sec. 19. line 1, stirke out “issuance” and insert “grant.” 
Fith amendment. 

Sec. 20, line 1, same amendment. 

Sixth amendment. $ 

Sec. 21, line 1, same amendment. 

Seventh amendment. 

Sec. 29, line 1, same amendment. 


we: 


Kichth amendment. 
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‘Sec. 34, Strike out the words “either” and “or in vacation" 
ån third line. 


Ninth amendment. 


In the 28th line ef 37th section, insert, after the werds “same” 
the words “provided said person or persons shall have previ- 
ously giver the necessary bond.” 


Tenth amendment. 


In Sec. 59, 8th line, after the werd, “is” insert “represented 
as.” 


jeventh amendment. 


In Section 41, 10th line, after the word “on” insert “good 
and sufficient.” 


Twelfth amendment. 


-In See, 42, Vth line, strike out the words, “svasreally worth.” 
Thirteenth amendment. 


In Sec. 43, 11th line, before the word, “unjust” insert the 
word “manifestly.” 7 


Fourteerth amendment. 


Add to section 45, “provided, that ifthe estate of such de- 
cedent be not insolvent, nothing in this section contained, shali 
be so construed aste prohibit the distribution and partition of 
said estate ameng the heirs and distributees thereof, Including 
the portion herein provided te be set off for the use of the wid- 
ow and children; and further provided, that a year’s provision 
shail be exempt from such distribution. 


Fifteenth amendment. 

in 46th section, 3d line, after “letters” strike ont and insert, 
“to give nofice by advertisement posted up at three or more 

_places in the county. one of which shall be atthe Court House, 

stating the date of the letters testamentary or administration, 
requiring all persons having claims against the estate to pre- 
sent the same within twelve months from the grant of said let- 
ters. 

Sixteenth amendment. 

In section 47, after “money” in first line, insert “or other 
specific property. 
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Seventeenth amendment. 


In section 51, line 28, after “oath” insert, “if said Executor, 
Administrator or Chief Justice refuse to signsaid memorandum 
rejecting the claim so presented, it shall not be necessary for 
the perty bringing said suit, to ) prove that the Executor, Ad- 
ministrater or Chief Justice refnse to sign said memorandum, 
but unless he proves that it was so presented, and the parties 
herein before named refuse to sign it, he shall pay ail costs of 
suit.” 


Eighteenth amendment. 


In 53d See. 18th line, strike out the word “fairly” and insert 
the word “legally.” 


Nineteenth amendment. 


Baa 


In See. 59. 3d soe strii ze out the word “that” after “lien” and 
insert the words “which claim.” 


Twentieth amendment 


In sec. 65, line 19, after “granted” strike out “or at the Court 
House deor of such other county as may be named by the 
Chief Justice in the order of sale” and insert “unless the Chief 
Justice shall deem itto the advantage of the estate, to order 
the sale in the county in which the property is situated.” 


Twenty-first amendment. 


In sec. 84, in 16th and 17th lines. strike out the words “vwith- 
in one month after the institution of any such suit, or the ren- 
dition of any such judgment.” 


Twenty-second amendment. 

Insert before the last section, the following 
dent section. 

“That six reguiar termsof the County Court, for Probate 
purposes. shall be held in each year, in the Court House of each 
county, uniess the District Court be in session, then and in that 
event said Court shal for such time hold its session in some 
other Suitable building, at the seat of justice of the county: 
each term may continue for one week: the regular terms of 
the Court shall commence on the last Mondays of January, 
March, May, July, September and November.” 


as an indepen- 
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With the amendments suggested, the bill is herewith return- 
ed for the consideration and action of the Senate. 
EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A billto be entitled an act to amend an act entiled an act to 
regulate proceedings in the District Courts, approved, 13th 
` May, A. D. 1846, was 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Columbus C. 
Browning. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Ann Terrell, wid- 
ow and relict of George W. Terrell, deceased. 

Read third time and passed by the following vote. 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Bache, Burleson, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Williams, William- 
son and Wootten—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Clark, Dancy, McRae and Wallace—4. 7.224 

Resolution relative to the adjournment of the Legislature, 
sine die, was 

On motion of Mr. Wallace laid upon the table until Thurs- 
day next. 
’ Resolution from the House relative to. going into the elec- 
tion of Public Printer, was, 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to reduce to its constitutional size, 
define the boundaries and permanently locate the County seat 
of Henderson county, was taken up and read together withthe 


report ofthe committee on counties and county boundaries of- 
fering amendments. 


Report adopted. 


Mr. Gage offered the following as a substitute for the cap- 
tion. 


“An act for the further organization of Henderson county.” 


#86. 


Adopted. 

The biii wasthen passed te a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bii read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gage. 

A bill to be entitled an aet te create the county of Van- 
Zandt, was taken up and read, together with the report of the 
eommitiee on counties and county boundaries, offering asub- 
stiinte therefer; report adopted and bill ordered tobe engross- 
ed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bIn to be entitled an act to regulate the public printing 
was Tend. 

Mr. Grimes moved to strike out the Sth section. 

Upon whieh the yeas and nays was called and stood as fol- 
OWS 

Yrsas—Messrs. Abbott, Bache; Clark, Grimes, Jewett, Me- 
Rae and Parker—7. 

Navs—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Buriesen, Cany, Dan- 
ey, Gage, Navarro, Perkins, Wallace, Williams, Williamson 
and W ootten—i2. 

So the motion was iost. 

Mr. Cuny moved te ilithe blank in 10th section with “six.” 

Carried. 

Mir. Cony moved to amend the Sth section, by adding there- 
to*and it shall be the duty ef the Secretary ef the Senate and 
the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives to prepare 
the copies for publication, and shall be allowed the same com 
pensation therefor, as is provided for in the second seetion of 
this act.” 

Adepted. > 

Mr. Cuny moved to strike ont “and Journals” in the 6thsee- 
tion. 


Carried. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on Education, to 
whem were referred, 

“A bill te be entitled an act to incorporate the Huntsville 
Male Institute,” anda bill to be entitled an act to incorporate 
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the Republican Academy in the county of Harrison,” returned 
the same back to the Senate and recommended their passage. 


A bill to be entitled an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments. ` 

Read third time. f 

a Wallace moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

ost, 

The yeas‘and nays were then called upon its final passage 
and stood thus: ` ; 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Will- 
jams and Wootten—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Clark, Jewett, Wallace, and Wil- 
jamson—o. 

So the bill passed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
ee the Senate, that the House had passed the following 

ills—viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure to the Colonists of Fish- 
erand Miller’s Colony, the lands to which they may be enti- 
tled: and, 

A bill to be entitled an act to give each corporate county in 
this State, its own county surveyor, map and records. 


A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 


A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Galveston and 
Red River Railway Company. 

Read third time. 

Mr. Abbott moved to lay the bill upon the table until Wed- 
nesday next. 

Lost. 

Mr. Grimes moved to recommit the bill to the committee on 
Internal Improvements. 

Lost. 
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Mr, Cuny moved to amend the Sth section by inserting after 
“Company,” in 39th line, “at the time of such assessment.” 

Adopted. Di 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the &th section was stricken 
out. ; 

Mr. Jewett moved a call of the Senate. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the final passage of 
the bill, and stood thus: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Cuny, 
Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, 
Wallace, Williams, and Williamson—15. 

Nays-—Alessrs. Abbott, Clark, Gage, Parker and Wooten—®. 


So the bill passed. = 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported “a bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Van 
Zandt,” correctly engrossed. 


A billto be entitled an act to establish a State Penitentiary. 

Read third time. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out “Be it further 
enacted” in every section except the first. 

Adopied. - 

‘The bill was then passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Jacob F. Winfree 
toadopt Zachary Taylor Long as his lawful child. 

Read third time, and passed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark» 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Perkins, Williamson and 
Woot‘en—12. Boe 

Nays—Alessrs. Bache, Dancy, Gage, Navarro, Parker, Wal- 
lace and Williams—7. 


So the bill passed. 


Mr. Perkins, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to direct the Secretary of State to strike out certain words out of 
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the acts or resolutions passed at the present session of the Le- 
gislature. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating election. 

Read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned till 3 
o'clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating sequestrations, togeth- 
er with the report of the committee on the Judiciary thereon, 
offering amendments, was read, and report adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend by adding to the last sec- 
tion of the bill,“and that this act take effect from and after its 
passage.” 

Adopted. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to be en- 
titled an act to amend the 17th section of an act to establish and 
P o the Marshal University, approved 18th January, 
1842: 

Also, that the House had passed joint resolution for the relief 
of J. W. E. Wallace, which originated in the Senate: . 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act to establish a State 
Penitentiary : and 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of William- 
son: 

And that the House had concurred in the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 
6th, 7th and 9th amendments of the Senate to a bill to be enti- 
tled an act to regulate the Public Printing: and refused to con- 
cur in the Ist, 8th and 11th amendments to the same bill. 
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A bill to be entitled an dct organizing County Courts, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary offer- 
ing amendments, was read, and report adopted. 

Mr.:Jewett moved to amend the 20th section, by striking 
out “a term” in Ist line, and inserting “the regular terms,” and 
by striking out “every month” in 3d line,and inserting “Janu- 
ary, March, May, July, September and November.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to recommit the bill to the commit- 
tee on State Affairs. 

Lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 11th section by striking 
out “any” in the 18th line, and inserting “only.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the 27th section, by striking out 
all after the word “public,” in 7th line, to the word “and”.in 
LOth line. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend by striking out the words “ofthe 
county,” in 3d line of 28th section. 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act supplementary to 
an act to create and organize the county of Panola. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Clark offered the following as a substitute for the 2d sec- 
tion: 


“See. 2d. Beit further enacted, That the Commissioners, or 
a majority of them, shall meet and nominate the places to be 
submitted to the voters of Panola county for county seat, by the 
second Monday of July next, and on the second Monday of 
August thereafter, an election for county seat shall be held 
throughout said county, said election to be ordered as required 
by this act, and to be governed by the general law regulating 
elections.” 


Adopted. 


The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the Senate insisted on their Ist and 
on amendments to an act to regulate the Public Printing: 
and, 
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On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate receded from their 
8th amendment to said bill. 


A.message was received from the Howse of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had appointed Messrs. 
Bourland, Fields and Davis, of Robertson, a committee of con- 
ference on a bill to regulate Public Printing : 

Whereupon, Messrs. Dancy, Jewett and Grimes were ap- 
pointed a like committee on: the part of the Senate. 


A bill to be entitled an act regulating marks and brands. 

Read first time. f i 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to incor- 
porate the town of Refugio. - 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald,rule was suspended. 

Read second time: and referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. Harris Catlin. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the rule was suspended; read sec- 
ond time, and referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

The report of the committee on Affairs of State, offering a 
substitute for “joint resolutions responsive to the resolutions of 
the General Assembly of the State of Rhade Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations: “joint resolutions of the State of Texas, re- 
sponsive to the ‘resolutions relative to slavery, and the Mexican ~ 
war, passed by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Vermont, in the month of November, A. D. 1846, 
and transmitted to His Exeellency the Governor of this State:” 
and joint resolutions ofthe Legislature of the State of Texas, re- 
sponsive to the resolutions of Virginia, adopted in March, 
1847,” was adopted, and joint resolution ordered te be engross- 
ed.. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett,the rule was suspended. 

Joint resolution read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Brigance. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, a bill te be entitled an act for the 
relief of James P. Wallace, was taken up and read, together 
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vith the report of the committee on Private Land Claims, of- 

fering substitute therefor. 

Report adopied, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bili to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac Delany. 

Read first time. and 

Oz motion oi f Mr. Perkins, the rale was suspended. 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

Joint resoiution authorizing the Comptrolier of Public Ac- 
counts to transfer to S. L, Johnsonan Austin city iot. 

Read rst time. 

Joint resoiution Yor the relief of Theodore D. Maltby, who 
was Cisabied for life in the service of the country. 

Read first time. 

Joint resciution for the relief ọf the heirs or legal representa- 
tives of ROG. tali, deceased. 


> fi ° 
A bil: tc be entitled an act to incorporate Cass Academy. 
i „a 4% 


l noi Mr Bouriand, rule suspended: : 
Read second time,and referred to the committee on Education. 

A bu io be entitied an act to incorporate the Galveston 
Steam Ferry. Freig ight and Tow Boat Company. 

Reed first time. and 
On motion of Mr. Bache, rale was suspended : 
Read second time, and referred io the committee on Inter- 
pai improvements. 

i ui n act making additionai donations of 
and for the e purposes Baucation. 
Read first 13 ime, and 
On motion of Mr. Burleson, ruie suspended : 
Read socond time. and referred to the committee on the Ju- 
a Oa motion of Mr. Clark, a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
an act supplementary to an act to create and organize the 
county 0: Panola, was taken up, and 

lead third time and passed. 


Ox motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned. 


_ 
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Tuesday, 9 o’clock, a. m. 
March 7th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Wallace and Williams. 

Quorum present. E 

Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: i 


A majority of the committee on the Judiciary have had un- 
der consideration “An act toamend an act, supplementary toan 
act, to detect fraudulent land certificates, passed at the fifth Con- 
gress ofthe Republic of Texas,” and thinking the bill injudicious 
as weli as unnecessary, have instructed me to report the same 


back io the Senate, and recommend that it be laid upon the ta- 
ble. 


Atasession of majority of the Judiciary committee, the 
following bills were considered and ordered to be returned to 
the Senate, without amendments, and recommended for pas- 
sage, VIZ: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the forty-third section 
of “An act punishing crimes and misdemeanors,” approved 
December 21st, 1536; ° $ 

“ An act to regulate proceedings in case of forcible entry and 
detainer ;” 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the method of trying 
the right of property levied on under writs of execution, seques- 
tration and attachment, when the same is claimed by a person 
who is notaparty to such suit; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the marital rights 
of parties. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on Education, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cass 


Academy, returned the same to the Senate, and recommended 
lis passage, 


m 
Ai. Willams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to 
incorporate the Galveston Steamj Ferry, Freight and Tow-boat 
Company. returned the same back to the Senate, and recom- 
mend its passage. 


Mr. Wiliams also made the following report: 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to which was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an act ior enclosing cotton gins, have 
considered the same, and instructed me to report the same 
back io the Senate. with amendments, and recommend its pas- 
sage. 


Amendgments— 


Sec. 1, second lime, insert “ eetion” before * gin.” 

See. 2d. Strike ont “by the party aggrieved” and insert tand 
recovered in the name of any citizen in the vicinity of such 
ection gin, whose stock bas been damaged by reason of such 


7 4 
Poa 
Megiec.. 


Mr. Wiliams,chairman ofthe commie on Apportionment. 

tivLeges and Hiections. to whieh was referred a bill to be 
entitied an aci to provide ior the organization of new counties. 
zeporied the same back to the Senate, and recommended its 


passage. , 


Mr. Parker, chairman ofthe committee on Claims and Ac- 
eounis, to whom was referred a“ Joint Resolution for the re- 
liet of J. Harris Catlin.” reported a substitute for the same, and 
recommended its adoption and passage. 


Mir. Gage, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, to whom were referred “A bill tọ be entitled an 
act to define the boundaries of the county of Austin, and a bill 
to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Travis county.’ 
returned the same io the Senate, and recommended its passage. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman ofthe committee on Engrossed Bilis, 
reported * A bill to be entitied an act for the relief of James P. 
‘Wallace and Robert M. Williamson,” correctly engrossed. 
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Mr. Jewett, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred “An 
act to provide for revising the statute laws of this State,” have 
had the same under consideration, and report that they have giv- 
en the bill that consideration which its importance demands. 

The committee are of opinion that the bill passed by the Sen- 
ate ol this session, relative to a digest of the laws, contains the 
mos’ practicable and useful plan which can be adopted in the 
present complicated condition of our statutory enactments. A 
simp.e digest ef the laws now in force wili afford the means 
and basis for a future cortect revision and general legislative 
amendments of the statutes. The committee therefore deem it 
inexpedient to recommend the bill to the Senate for passage. 

Presuming that an appropriate report is expected from the 
committee in relation to the bill, they beg leave to state, that 
they do not perceive any favorable influence that the Bill, if 
passed, could exercise upon our Indian relations. To translate 
the Lil, if it shoula become a law, into the various Indian 
tongies, and disseminate if among the several tribes in the 
shape ofa “Big Talk,” would cause an unnecessary and use- 
less expenditure of the public money. 

Tie committee, therefore, most respectfully recommend to 
the majority of the Senate, which insisted on the reference of 
the Lill to the committee on Indian Affairs, that they can only 
suggest as the most appropriate report that the bill for the pre- 
sent be laid upon the table, and at the earliest day practicable, 
be deposited in any timber, prairie or “water course above the 
temporary line of posts heretofore recommended by the commit- 
tee, viz: from the point where the hundredth degree of west 
longitude crosses Red river, to the junction of the Rio Puerco 
and Rio Brave del Norte. ` 

Ali of which is respectfully submitted, 

HENRY J. JEWETT, Chairman. 


Mr. Abbott, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 


ported the following bills and joint resoiutions correctly en- 
rolled, viz. 


An act to locate the county seat of Cass county ; 
An act to establish the University of Eastern Texas; 
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Joint resolution for the relief of the Texas volunteers called 
into the service of the country in the year 1846; and, 

Joint resolution to authorize and require the Secretary of 
State to cause all of the unbound enrolled acts and joint resolu- 
tions of the late Republic of Texas, and of the first Legislature 
of the State of Texas,to be substantially bound for preservation 
in his office:” and that said acts and joint resolutions were 
transmitted to the Governor for his approval, on the 6th inst. 


Mr. Dancy, made the following report: 


The committee of Conference, to which was referred two 
amendments, made by the Senate. to a bill originating in the 
House. io be entitled “an act to regulate the Public Printing,” 
have conferred freely upon the same.and after due deliberation 
have agreed as foliows : 

in the first amendment to insert “fifteen” instead of “ten,” 
and they have aiso agreed to adopt the eleventh amendment 
made by the Senate. and respectfully ask the concurrence of 


the two Houses. 
JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman, on the part of the Senate. 
wW. H. BOURLAND, 
Chairman on the part of the House, 
Which report was adopted. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate tbai the House hadadopteda resolation of 
the Senate, setting forth the elaims of the citizens for remunera- 
tion ior injuries done their property during the war, &c., with 
an amendment: 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendmentj of 
the Senate io a bill to be entitled an act to establish the Gal- 
vesion and Red River Railway Company; ~ 

Also, that the House had adopted the report of the committee 
oi Conference on ¢he bill to regulate the Public Printing; 

Aliso, that the House had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief of Moses Evans, surviving administrator of H. &. 
‘Williamson, deceased, which originated in the Senate ; 

And the following biils, originating in the House, viz.: 

A bill te be entitled an act to regulate the times of holding 
Courts in the Fourth Judicial District; 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Michael Short; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the more certain 
collection of the Taxes for the years 1846 and 1847; 

A billto be entitled an act prescribing the made of estab- 
lishing the liabilities of drawers and endorsers of Bills of Ex- 
change and Promissory Notes; 

A bill to be entitled an act fixing the punishment for cutting 
down, carrying away or destroying trees or timber, upon any 
land, without the consent of the owner; 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company to change the plan of a ¢ertain block of lots in the 
city of Galveston, and authorizing the city and county authori- 
ties to use one of the public squares of said city for city and 
county buildings ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the northern boundary 
line of Limestone county ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Horace L. Upshur; 

A bill to be entitled an act creating the county of Cooke, in 
honor of William G. Cooke; 

_ A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, entitled } 
an act, to restore lands sold for taxes and bid in by the Gov- | 
ernment to the former owners, approved April 27th, 1846. ~ 

A bill tobe entitled an act to incorporate Cherokee Acade- 
my in the town of Rusk, in the county of Cherokee. 

i. A billto be entitled an act to change the name of Ralph Wil- 
liam Peacock, to John Bowen. 

A bill to be entitled an act to require sheriffs, clerks of the 
District Courts and clerks of the County Courts to keep their 

_officers at the county seats of their respective counties, dnd a 
bill to be entitled an act regulating estrays. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day: 


Mr. Grimes offered the following as a substitute for the re- 
solution of the House, relative to going into the election ofa 
public printer. 

“Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Re- 
presentatives, the two Houses will proceed to elect some person 
to print the laws and journals of the present session of the Le- 
came) and the Journals of the first session of the Legisla- 
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ture of the State of Texas, on this day at 3 o'clock, P. M. 
March 7th, 18-45." ’ 

Adopted. ` 

A bill to be entitled anact regulating sequestrations, 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
regulate proceedings in the District Courts, approved 13th 
May, A. D. 1846, was read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the first section, by adding at 
the end thereoi—* provided, however, that such rule, if not ap- 
plied for prior to the term of the Court at which said suit should 
be had, shall not operate as a continuance of the suit, or as a 
stay of the proceedings therein.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Waliace moved to amend the second section, by adding 
to the end thereof, “from and after the rendition of final judg- 
ment in the causes in which rules for security for costs had 
been granted.” 

Adopted. S 

Mr. Perkins olfered the foliowing as an additional section: 


“Be it further enacted, that when any attachment shall here- 
afier be sued out, añer suit has been instituted in any District 
Court, the defendant in the attachment shall be privileged to 
put in issue, by denying the intent to abscond or ccnceal him- 
self to avoid the service of the original process, which if not 
proven by the piaintiff, judgment shall not be taken out against 
the defendant on such attachment—upon the adoption of which, 
the yeas and nays were calied. and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Fitzgerald, Perkins and 
W iltiams—. 

Nays—Mlessrs. Abbott, Bourland, Clark, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker and Wallace—11. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had adopted the substi- 
tute of the Senate for the resolution of the House, relative to 
going into the election of public printer. 


A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the 
County Court, pertaining to estates of deceased persons, toge- 
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ther with the report of the committee on the Judiciary offering 
amendments, was read and report adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out the 45th sec- 
tion. 

- Rejected. 

On -motion of Mr. Abbott, the 48th section was stricken 
out. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 


A bill to be entitled an act organizing county courts. 

Read third time and passed. 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to a 
resolution adopted by the Senate, appointing a joint committee 
to draft a memorial to the Congress of the United States, setting 
forth the claims of the citizens of Texas, for remuneration for 
injuries done their property, during the war between Texas and 
Mexico, &c. 

Messrs. Burleson, Cuny and Bourland were appointed a 
committee of conference, on a resolution requiring the com- 
mittees on Contingent Expenses, of both Houses, to employ 
some suitable person to take charge of the Capitol, furniture, 
&c., during the recess of the Legislature. Fo 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the substitute of the House, by 
-way of amendment to the Senate’s bill, to allow Judges of the 
Supreme Court discretion in the order of trying causes, was 
taken up, read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac Delany. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James P. Wallace 
and Robert M. Williamson. 

Read third time and passed. , 

Joint resolution, appropriating one hundred dollars for the 
purpose of procuring a map of Shelby county. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Wallace moved a suspension of the rule. 

Lost. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Nacog- 
doches. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 
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A bil to be entitled an act for the regulation of pilots at the 
moutk of the Brazos river. l 

Read frst time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule wa s suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

Mr. Williams, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act for therelief of Abraham Skidmore. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2d time and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act, requiring the Attorney General to attend to certain causes 
jn the District Courts, and providing compensation for the ex- 
tra services required. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled anact to establish the county seat of the 
county of Cameron. 

Read first time. - 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Western Texas 
Orphan Asylum. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to the committee on State Af- 
fairs. . 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, joint resolution on the Pro- 
viso, Slavery, the Tariff and the war with Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until half 
past 2 o’elock, P. M 
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2} o'clock, p. m. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


Mr. Wallace, chairman of a select committée, made the fol- 
lowing report: 


The select committee, to whom was referred “a bill to be en- 
titled an act te authorize and require Judges of the the District 
Courts to hold special sessions thereof, for the trial of persons 
charged with the commission of crimes, the punishment for 
which is death,’ having duly considered the same, have in- 
structed mé to recommend the following amendments and the 
passage of the bill, as the jails of the county are generally in- 
secure, and the expense of the counties enormous in preventing 
the escape ef persons, by employing night guards for their sate 
keeping in said jails. 

In third line of the caption, after “persons” insert “after in- 
dictment found.” 


Tn section 1, after “person,” in second line, insert “after in- 
dictment found.” f 

In section 2d, strike out the words “grand and,” with the 
preceding amendments, said committee believe the bill would 
be a source of relief to the counties in which capital crimes 


are perpetrated, they therefore concur in the opinion expressed 
above. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, a committee was appointed 
to inferm the House of Representatives, that the Senate de- 
cline going inte the election of public printer, on to-day. 

Messrs. Williamson and Dancy were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Lewis Thunet. 

Read first time. 

A bill te be entitled an act to regulate the times of holding 
courts in the fourth Judicial District. 

Read first tire. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to the special committee raised 
on times of holding courts. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the vote concuring in the amend- 
ment of ihe House to a bill to be entitled an act allowing dis- 
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cretion to the Judges of the Supreme Comé: in the order of 
trying causes, Was reconsidered. 

“On motion of Mrz. Jewett. the blank in the 4th section of said 
bill was filled with “thirtieth.” 

The bill then passed. 

A bili to be entitled an act io provide for the more certain 
collection of the Taxes for the year 1546 and in4d7. 

Read first time. 

4 bill to be entitled an act to require Sheriffs, Clerks of the 
District Courts and Clerks of the County Courts to keep their 
offices at the county seats of their respective counties. 

Read first time. 

a bil to be entitled an act fixing the punishment for cut- 
ting Gown. carrying away or desiroving trees or timber upon 
any land, without tae consent of the owner. 

Read first time. T 

Orn motion of My. Burieson. 

‘The ruie was suspended. ang 

Bill read second time and on motion of Mr. Abbott, referred 
to the eomimitiee on state Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode of estab- 

ning the Havilities of drawers and endorsers of bills of ex- 

ge and promissory noies. 

2 me tme. 

n on of Air. Brashear. the Tule Was suspended. 
second time, and referred to the comumitiee oa & 
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nessage was received fom the House of Represent atives 
imorming the Senate that the House had concurred in the 
amendmendment of the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act to 

amend sections 10, 11.15 and 22 of an act to organize the Bu- 
preme Court af the State. approved 12th May, 1846. 


y. 
Fl 


A bil tobe entitied an act regulating Estrays. 
Read rst time. 

motion of Mr. Wilhamson, the rule was suspended, 
read second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Jewett referred to the committee on Siate 


Mr. Dancy, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief of James Huay. 
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Read first time. = 


Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner ofthe Gene» | 


ral Land Office to issue a patentto Edward Hall. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to give to each corporate county 
in this State, its own County Surveyor, map and records. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Gage moved to suspend the rule. 

Lost. 

_ A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 17th section of “an 
act to establis h and incorporate the Marshall University,” ap- 
proved 18th January, 18-42. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended. 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Ed- 
ucation. 

A bill to be entitled an aet supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to restore lands sold for Taxes and bid in by the gow- 
ernment, to the former owners, approved April 27th, 18-46, 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended. 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to pro- 
vide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Tex- 
as, approved April 11th, 1846. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the commitiee on 
Apportionment, Privileges and Elections. 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure to the Colonists of Fish- 


er & Miller’s Colony, the lands to which they may be entitled. | 


Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule was suspended. 

Bill read second time, and referred to the commitee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the 
city of Galveston, and authorizing the city and county authori- 
ties to use one of the public squares of said city for city and 
county buildings. 

Read first time, and j 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended. 


ee 
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Bin read second time, and reierred tothe committee on In- 
ternal i: improvements, i 

A bi to be entitied an act to change the northern boundary ` 
line of Limestone county. 

Fega Emt t tir ne. 

On maiz of Ms, Jewett the rale was suspended, 

Bui Teo Şə second time.and reirredto the committee on Coun- 
figs ani Soanty Bouncaries. 

A oil to be entitied an acit to incorporate Cherokee Acade- 
my. in ie twn of Rusk, in the county of Cherokee. 

Beaj ist tume and 
(Gn mation of Mr Parker. ene rule Was sus spended. 
Bil rec. second time. and relerred to the committee on Edu- 
ALOR. 

Alii be entities an ast $o change iie nome ef Ralph Wil- 


z motion of Mr. Perkins, the reie was suspended. 
Bi. reac second time,and rererred to the committee on State 


A bir ts be ee an act creating the county of Cooke, in 
boner ot WY a G. Cooke. 
Rear first tire, and 

Os wollen or Ain Whbhamson, the rele was suspended. 
Rew svcund time, and reierred to che committee on Coan- 


P Jat 
m mee p a va oa m lowes y an 
ia ion S5, 


cl to Le entitiedan act for the relief of H. L. Upsh 


tipa 


A 

Reli frs time. and 
Ou ition of Mr. Gage. the rule was suspended. 

Rein second time: and referred to the committee on Fi- 
iiedan act for the refefof Michael Short. 


| On cuotion of Mr. Burleson, thé rule was suspended. 
Read second time, and referred to the committee on Publie 


Joint resuantion for the reef of Henry M. Smith. 


rale was suspended. 
Real -eeo.7 time, and reterr B to the committee on Private 


Ca 
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A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado and 
Brazos Rail Road Company, was taken up and read, and 

On motion of Mr. Pe Ser laid upon the table until to-mor- 
row. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the second and fourth 
sections of an act requiring the Commissiener of the General 
Land Office to issue patents upon unconditional headright cer- 
tificates for land, approved May 12th, 1846. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. i 

A billto be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Brigance. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs or legal representa- 
tives of R. G. Hall, deceased. 

Read second time, and = 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Theodore D. Maltby, who 
was disabled for life in the service of the country. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons who 
settled in W. S. Peters’ and his associates’ colony. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the 11th Judicial Dis- 
trict for the State of Texas. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend by inserting “at the town of San- 
ta Fe,” after the word “sessions,” in 2d line of 2d section. 

Adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed: 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the coun- 
ty of Santa Fe. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill tobe entitled an act to direct the Secretary of State to 
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strike out certain words, out of the acts and joint resolutions 
ed at the present session ofthe Legislature. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr, Gage, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating marks and brands. 

Read second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on 
State Afiai tS. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the Senate adjourned. 


Wednesday, 9 o'clock, A. 3M. 
“March &th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 


The following Senators answered to their names: 


» 

Messrs, Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy 

Gage. Grimes, Jewett, Pitzgeraid, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins. Wallace, Williams, and Williamson. 


Quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day wasread and adopted. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed the following 
bills, w hich originated in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Stewart. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of Eli 
Gray, and Ann Eliza Gray. 

A bill tobe entitled an act for the relief of Kisiah Taylor, 
whose maiden name was Kisiah Cryer. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the 
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transfer of the succession of Alexander Jordan, dec’d., from 
the county of Nacogdoches, to the county of Rusk. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Pales- - 
tine, in the county of Anderson, and 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the State of Texas, for the year 1848, 
with an amendment. 

Also, that the the House had passed a bill to be entitled an 
_act changing the name of the county seat of Collin county. 

Also, that the House “had appointed Messrs. Allen, Rayner, 
Runnels, Robertson and Crutcher, a committee of conferrence 
to act with the committee appointed by the Senate on a rese- 
olution to authorize the committees on ContingentExpenses to 
employ some person to take charge of the capitol &c. 

And, also, that the House had appointed Messrs, Armstrong, 
Lewis, Runnels, Caruthers and Perry, a committee on the Sen- 
ates resolution to draft a memorial to the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, setting forth the claims of the citizens of Texas, 
&c., and 

That the House concurred in the amendments of the Senate 
to a bill to be entitled an act to reduce to its constitutional size, 
define the boundaries, and permanently locate the county seat 
of Henderson county. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the 
descent and distribution of Intestate’s estates, returned the 
same to the Senate and recommended its passage. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee oh Education, made 
the following report: 


The committee on Education, have had under consideration 
“an act to incorporate Cherokee Academy, in the town of Rusk, 
in the county of Cherokee,” and propose an amendment 
thereto. 

Amendment. Strike out the word “promotion,” in the 4th 
line of 4th section and insert the word “benefit.” The commit- 
tee recommend the passage of the bill, with or without the 
amendment. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on Education, to 


aos 


whom was referred “a bill to be entitled an act to amend the 
IT:h section of an act to establish and incorporate the Mar- 
shall University," approved iSth January 1842; reported the 
same back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 


Ma Perkins. Chairman ofthe committee on Private Land 
laims. to whom was referred tta bill to be entitled an act for 
the reEe?af Allred Briganeer reported the same back to the 
Nenate, and recommended its passage. 


om) 


Mr Willams, Chairman of the committee on Apportion- 
ment, Privileges and Elections, made the following report: 

Tae comnuttee on Apporiionment Privileges and Elections, 
to which was reñrre] a bii te be entitled an act supplement- 
ary to on act to provide for tue enumeration of the inhabitants 
ef the State of Fexas. approved April lith, 1848, have con- 
sifersi the same, and instracted me te report the same back 
to the Senate, With an additional section, and recommend its 
massage, 
Additional section. 
“Seo. 2. Be i further enacted, That if any Assessor shall re- 
i25- or neglect to take such enumeration, as required in the 
first sestion of this act, and return the same to the Secretary 
of State. on or Defere the 24 Monday of November, in the sev- 


“h 
e 
iw 


= named in said section. or shall enumerate and re- 
= 


3 ræ 
in bis eaunty, shali be liable to indictment by a grand jury of 


¿he eounty where such assessor resides, and on conviction. 
shan he ined tive hundred dollars, to be recovered of him and 


oo 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
the following report: 

The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“z bill to be entitled an aetto create a State Library, and to 
provide a library fand;” after carefully examining the same, 
have instructed me to report the bill with the following amend- 
ments, to wit: 

Amendment ist. In the caption, strike out all after “act,” 
ani insert “to authorize the Secretary of Siate to charge fees 
in cerlain cases.” 


~ 
3 
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Amendment 2d. In sec. 1, line 4, strike out “twenty,” and 
insert “ifteen,” and strike out all the sections of the bill after 
the first section. 

Amendment 8d. Add “Sec. 2d. That this act take effect 
from its passage;” and recommend the adoption of the amend- 
ments, and the passage of the bill as amended. 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the Committee on State Affairs, 
also, made the following report: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred “a 
bill to be entitled an act to organize Justices’ courts, and de- 
fine the powers and jurisdiction of the same;” have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the Senate, with the following 
amendments, to wit: 


Amendment Ist. In sec. 34, strike out all after “not,” in line 
8, together with lines 9,10 and 11, and insert in line thereof, 
“after allowing the proper credit for all payments endorsed on 
such instruments in writing, render judgment by default ~ 
against the defendant, for the amount which shall appear by 
such instrument in writing, to be due to the plaintiff, together 
with the costs of snit.” i 

Amendment 2d. In sec. 55, in line 6, strike out “adjourn- 
ment,” and insert “expiration of term.” 

In line 8, before “day,” insert “second.” : 

In same line 8, strike out “such judgment was rendered,” 
and insert “the expiration of the term of the court.” 

Amendment 83d. In sec. 60, line 1, after “no” insert “suit 
shall be brought before any,” and strike out “shall try any 
suit.” Strike out all line 4 after “affinity,” and insert “but in 
all such cases, suit shall be brought before the.” 

Amendment 4th. After “Sec. 65” add “Sec. 66, That the 
Justice of the Peace, when he issues a citation in a eivil suit, 


shall insert inthe citation the cause of action, or endorse it 
thereon.” 


Amendment 5th. Add “Sec. 67. That when either plain- 
tiff or defendant shall make oath that he desires a change of 
vente, the cause shall be sent to an adjoining precinct for 
trial; provided that not more than one change of venue shall 


SS 
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be granted to the same party in the same cause;” and recom- 
mend the adoption of the amendments and the passage of the 
bill as amended. ~ 


Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on_ Private Land 
Claims, made the following report. 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red a joint resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smith,” which 
originated inghe House of Representatives, have examined 
-ts merits, and find by evidence of men who battled by his 
side. thai Captain Smith, in the memorable conflict with the 
Cherokee indians, on the 16th July, 1839, received a severe 
wound from a rife baill, the effects of which have ever since, 
and at the present time render him unable by labor to precure 


e 
the heroie, daring and patriotic exertions of such men. If un- 


der the law granting lands to persons “permanently disabled 
in the service of the country.” the committee could feel justi- 
Eel: 
AT a 


to do s3; but that law was approved the 18th Dec. 1837, and 
the only recipients of its Iavor were those who had been per- 
manently disabled in the service, previous to its passage. 

The committee having before made reports expressing their 
opinions, that “no independant grant of lands could be made 
until the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas were paid 
ef, niw ind thems:lves under the necessity of reiterating 
their constitutional seruples. They would therefore, recom- 
mend, that the bill be laid upon the table, until the Judiciary 
committse report on former bills and reports referred to them, 
embracing the-same principles. 

Waich report was adopted. 


‘The Senate preceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bil to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado and 
Brazos rail road Company, was read. 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend the first section by striking ont 
word “and” after “A. J. Hamilton” and inserting “Abner Jack- 
son, John Adriance, R. Mills and A. Underwood.” | 
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Mr. Perkins offered the following as an addition section. 

“Sec, 7 That before the benefits of this act’ accrue to, or 
bind any of the persons named in the first section, it is made 
the duty ofsuch of the persons so named, who shall accept this 
charter, to manifest, through some newspaper printed in this 
State. their acceptance of the same.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Burleson moved to amend by striking out “LaGrange” 
and inserting “Bastrop.” 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was laid upon the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. Burleson, by leave, introduced abill to be entitled an 
act for the relief of Garrison Greenwood. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was -suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

_ Mr. Dancy, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to repeal the 11th section of “an act supplementary to an act to 
detect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for issuing 
patents to legal claimants, approved, February 4th, 1841. 

Read first time. : 

Mr. Cuny moved, that the committee appointed on the part 
Senate to act with a like committee on the part the House, to 
draft a memorial to the Congress of the United States, &c., be 
igttreased to five; whereupon, 

Messrs. Willianisén and Dancy were added to said commit- 
tee. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1848, was, 

On motion of Mr. Williams laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize and regulate the 
practice of County Courts, setting as Probate Courts. 

Read third time. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend the 182d section, by adding 
thereto the following words, “provided no writ shall be issued 
unless the complainant shall give bond with good and 
sufficient security to the Executor or Administrator, condition- 
ed for the payment of all damages that may ensue by the 
wrongful suing out of such writ. 


Adopted. 
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Afr. Jewett moved to amend by adding when imprisonment 
fer contempt is authorized that it shall not exceed three days. 

Adopted. 

The veas and nays were then called on the final passage of 
the bill and stood as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, Clark. Cuny, 
Danev. Gace. Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker and Willams—i4, 

Nars— Messrs. Perkins, Wallace and Williamson—3. 

So the bil passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the marital rights 


of parties, & 
Read second time and passed to a third reading. 
WEIT a 


A bll tobe entitled an act to establish the method of trying 
the right of proverty levied on under writs of execution, se- 
guestration and attachment when the same is claimed by a 
person nota party to such writ, was, 

Gn motien of Mr. Jewett laid “upon the table until to-mor- 
row. 

A bi] te be entitled an aet to regulate proceedings in case 
of forelble entry and detainer. 

Real second time and pas-ed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the forty third section 
ef an act panishing crimes and misdemeanors approved Dec. 
Zist, 1535. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. : 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring “the County Courts to 
regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c., together with the re- 
portofthe committee on Infernal Improvements thereon, offer- 
ing amendments, was read, and report adopted. 

Mr. Daney moved to strike out the words “Be it further en- 
acted” in all the seetions except the first. 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to defne the boundaries of the 
county of Austin: 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

Joint Resolation for the reliefof J. Harris Catlin together 
with the report of the committee onClaims and Accounts, offer- 
ing a substitute therefor, was read, and report adopted. ~- 


3 
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On motion of Mr. Cuny, the rule was suspended, Joint Reso- 
lution read third time and passed. . 

A bill to be entitled an act incorporating the Houston Me- 
chanics’ Institute. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exclude fraudulent land certifi- 
cates from being evidence of title to land and to prohibit the 
issuing of legal process upon the same: was, 

On motion of Mr Gage laid upon the table. 

F A bill to be entitled an act to define the times of holding elee- 
tions for the several State and County Officers, and of Repre- 
sentatives to the United States Congress; was, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, laid upon the table until to-mor- 
row. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the Senate adjourned until 3 
o'clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met; roll called; quorum present. 


= 


Mr. McRae offered the following resolution. - 


“Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Rep 
resentatives, the two Houses will meet in the Representative 
Hall on Thursday the 9th inst., at 11 o’clock, togo into the 
election of public printer.” 

Adopted. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate, that the House refused to concur in all 
the amendments of the Senate to two several bills, the one reg- 
ulating the proceedings inthe District Courts;” and, 

A bill to be entitled an act organizing County Courts, and 
had appointed, 

Messrs. Pr Davis of Liberty, Willie, Armstrong and Ep- 
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person, a committee of conference thereon, end ask the ap- 
ointment of a like committee on the part of the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to require all Mayor’s and Re- 
corder’s of incorporated towns and cities to call a Jury in the 
trial of causes, when the accused is subject under the law 
to fine and imprisonment, or either, was read; and 
i On motion of Mr. Williamson, indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned. 

d 


Thursday, 9 o'clock, A. M. 
March 9th, 1848, 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names: 


* Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dan- 
cy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, 
Wallace, Williams, and Williamson. 

Quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adoptid. 


Mr. Bache was granted leave of absence on account of sick- 
ness. : Í 

Mr. Grimes moved thatthe vacancy in the committee on 
Contingent Expenses, caused by the absence of Mr. Bache be 
filled. 

Carried. 

Mr. McRae was appointed on said committee. 


Mr, Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report: 


The Judiciary committee to whom was referred, 

“A bill to be entitled an actto make an improved charter 
for Goliad City” herewith return the bill with a substitute 
the adoption of which they recommend. ; 
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They also report to the Senate a patent issued by the àw- 
thorities of the late Republic of Texas, in the year 1844, to the 
corporation of Goliad for four leagues of land, together with 
a copy of the law or Joint Resolution authorizing the issuance 
of said patent. 

The substitute differs materially from the bili passed by the 
House, arid is perhaps, unobjectionable. The committee com- 
mend it to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 


ead 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
-whom was referred, 
“Á bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Ralph 
William Peacock, to John Bowen,” returned the same to the 
Senate, and recommended its passage. 


—7 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following report: 


The committee on Affairs of State to whem was referred, 

“A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Western Tex- 
as Orphan Assylum” have instructed me to report the same back 
to x Senate and recommend the following amendment, (to 
wit: 

Strike out the fourth and fifth sections of the bill, and add— 

“See, 4. That the said Orphan Asylum shall be located in 
the county of Comal, and that this act take effect from its pas- 
sage,”, and recommend} the adoption of the amendment and 
the passage of the bill as amended. : 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee or Private Land 
Claims, made the follawing reports: 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred “ An act for the relief of Garrison Greenwood,” have ex- 
amined the same, and direct me to present a preamble and joint 
resolution as a substitute for the act, and recommend its pas- 
sage. 
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The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred “ A joint resolution, which originated in the House of 
Representatives, for ihe relief of Theodore D. Maltby, who was 
disabled for life in the service of the country, have investigated 
the same,and direct me to report, that Mr. Maltby, while actin 
as a volunteer under Col. Fisher, at the battle of Mier, in De- 
cember, 1542, was badiy wounded, and represented as being 
disabled for lite: and it in the power of the Legislature to give, 
he merits whatis asked by the resolution: they would there- 
tore return it to the Senate for their consideration. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred “A bill for the relief of Abram 
Skidmore.” reported the same back to the Senate, and recom- 
mended Hs passage. 


Mz. Perkins. chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, the following bills, viz.: 


A bill to be entitled an act io create and organize the county 
of Santa Fe; 

A bili to be entitied an act to establish-the Eleventh Judicial 
Distriet of the State of Texas; 

Also. that the amendments to a bill to be entitled an act te 
regulate proceedings in the county courts pertaining to the es- 
tates of deceased persons, were correctly engrossed. 


Mr. Abbott, chairman of the commitiee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported as correctly enrolied the following bilis and joint reso- 
imtion, Viz. 


An act for the relief ot Moses Evans, suryiving administrator 
of H. S. Williamson, deceased ; 

An act to amend sections ten. eleven, thirteen and twenty- 
two, of anact io organize the Supreme Court of the State of 
Texas, approved 12th May, A. D. 1846; 

An act for the relief of James Stewart; and, 

Joint resolution for tie relief of J. W. E. Wallace; and that 
said acts and joint resolation were transmitted to the Gover- 
Ror, on the Sth instant, for approval. 
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Mr. Burleson, chairman of the committee of Conference, on 
the part of the Senate, made the folldwing report: 


The select committee raised by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, to confer respecting the amendment made by 
the House to a resolution of the Senate, authorizing the com- 
mitiees on Contingent Expenses, to contract with some suita- 
ble person tọ take charge of the Capitol, Furniture, &c., re- 
spectfully report—that, alter conference in joint committee, it 
was deemed advisable that the House should recede from its 
amendment, striking out the words “some suitable person, "and 
inserting “ The Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives,” 
~ which is submittted by your committee, with therecommenda- 
tion that it be adopted. 

EDWARD BURLESON, 
Chairman on part of Senate. 

JAMES L. ALLEN, 
Chairman on part of House of Rep. 


Mr. Burleson, chairman of the select committee raised on 
times of holding courts, &c., te whom was referred a bill te be 
entitled an act to regulate the times of holding courts, in the 
Fourth Judicial District, reported the same back to the Senate, 
and recommended its passage, 


Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to whom was referred * A bill to be entitled an 
act authorizing the Galveston City Company io change the 
plan of acertain block of lots in the city of Galveston, and au- 
thorizing the city and county authorities to use one of the pub- 
dic squares of said city for city and county buildings,” report- 
ed the same back to the Senate for their action. 


Mr. Datcy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following report: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to amend ihe first, second and fourth 
sections ofan act, entitled an act, to regulate the license and 
practice of attorneys and counsellors at law, approved 12th 
May, iS46, have considered the same, and instructed me to re- 
turn the bill to the Senate, and recommend that it be laid upon 
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the table: although favorable to the passage of the bill, I re- 
turn the bill as directed by a majority of the committee. 


JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


ir. Bonriand. chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following reports: 


The committee on Public Lands, to which. was referred “An 

aet entitied an act for the relic! of persons who have paid Gov- 
ament Gues on field notex which were subsequently with- 

ae: have had the same wader-con-ideration, and believing 
it would oniy be an act ol justice to those who have once paid id 
the dues on lands, the ace notes ol which have subsequeatiy 
beer cancelied, to alow them to appiy the means elsewhere: 
thereiore ee have instructed me to report the bill back to the 


Senate. and recommend its passage. 


The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred a 
“Bill to be entitied an act authorizing the hoiders of uniocated 
balances Of certificates in certain cases to locate them.” have 
had the same anes consideration. and your committee are of 
opi nion. that there is no necessity for any legi-iation upon ihe 
Subject, 

The law as it is, provides that claims may ve divided, whick 
COLT committee deem sufficient. They therefore recomend 
the bil be iid upon the table. and the committee discharged. 


2i 


P 


Nir. Waliace made the following report: 


The special committee, to whom was referred a ai to be en- 
' titted an act to defne the times of hoiding the Courts in the 
Eighth Judi n ae have considered the subject eer 


B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
anformin g the £ Senate that the House had passeda joint resolv- 
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tion proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State 
of Texas. And, 

Anact tó define the times of holding the District Courts in the 
Tenth Judicial District, which originated in the Senate: and 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Mark Noble, de- 
ceased, which originated in the House; 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of the 
Senate to the following bills, viz. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating sequestrations; 

A bili to be entitled an act regulating elections; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to create 
and organize the county of Panola; . 

Also, that the House had adopted the resolution of the Senate 
to go into theelection for Public Printer, at 11 ociock to-day. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


Messrs. Jewett, Clark, Dancy and Grimes were appointed a 
committee of Conference on a bill to be entitled an avt regula- 
ting the proceedings in the District Courts; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act organizing county courts. 

A bil to be entitled an act to amend the 17th and If .2 sec- 
tions of an act regulating juries. 

Read second time. 

ne Williamson moved io indefinitely postpone the bil. 

ost. 

The bill passed to a third reading. 

Resolution of the Senate relative to the adjournment -f the 
Legisiature, size die, was, 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, laid upon the tabie until M onday 
next, 

Mr. Wallace, from the special committee appointed 12 pre- 
pare a billtodefine the times for holding the District Courts 
in the Fifth, Sixth and Eighth Judicial Districts, reported the 
following bill: 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the times for holdiag the 
District Courts in the Fifth, Sixth and Eighth Judiciai Dis- 
tricts. 

Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the county 
of Santa Fe. 

Read third time and passed. * 


o20 


~ 


d 
A bil to be entitled an act to establish the eleventh Judicia 
THstrict of the State of Texas. 
Read third time and passed. > 


"m A T 


Am Ferker moved to amend the bili by adding to the last 
zogtion. “and that this act take effect and be in force from and 


Adopted. 
‘Phe bil then passed. : 


Gr moton of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned, pre- 


paraiors to going into the election of Public Printer. 


Sencte met—Toll caleé—quoram present. 


On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate repaired to the Re- 
presentative Hall, tor the purpose of electing a Pubtic Prirter. 


Proposcis for printing the Laws and Journels of the present 
sessiln of the Legisinture were read. from Messrs. Cruger & 
footy. Vi. EL Cushney, Cromican, Miner & Cummings, and 


, pi p < + Be eet 71 Zs 
cauling the roll of the Sencie, the vote was as follows: 


For Trager & Moore— 
fesirs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, 
Parker, Perkins, Wailace, aod Wi- 


Jewitt Moies, Navarro 
Dam-:—1-, 

cr W. E. Cushney— 
Mossrs. Bourland. Bureson, Fitzgeraid and Williamson 
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Miner & Cummings received 9 votes; and Messrs Logan & 
Sterne received 4 votes. 

Messrs. Cruger & Moore having received a majority of all 
the votes, were declared by the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives duly elected Public Printers for the State of Texas, 
fer the time prescribed by law. 


Proposals were received and read from Charles De Morse, 
for printing the Journals of the first Legislature of the State 
of Texas. 

The tolowing Senators voted for Mr De Morse— 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Daney, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Wallace, Williams and Williiamson—1i8. 

On the part of the House, Mr. De Morse received 45 votes. 

Mr. De Merse having received a majority of all the votes, 
was deciared by the Speaker duly elected to print the Journals 
of the first Legislature of the State of Texas. 


The Senate returned to thelr Chamber. 


A bill te be entitled an act to define the time of holding elec- 
tions for the several State and County officers, and for Repre- 
sentatives to the United States Congress. 

Read second time, 

Mr. Wiliams moved to amend the last section as follows: 

“Provided, that all county officers may continue to exercise 
the functions of their offices until their successors are duly qual- 
ified.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the voie adopting the above amend- 
ment was reconsidered. ~ 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the amend- 
meni, which was rejected. 

Mr. Dancy moved io amend the 2d section by striking ont 
“nwa,” before “Justices,” in,dth line, and inserting “one.” 

Rejected. - 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill upon the table until 
Saturday next. 

Lost. 

The bil then passed to a third reading. 
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Do mota of Me. Geze the provien in the ist section was 
stricken out. 


On zotan of Mir. Grimes. joint resolution for the relief cf 
Garrison Greenwood, was taken up and read. together with 
the report ofthe cummitiee on Private Land Claims, cilering 
a substitute therefor. 

Report adopted, aud Dil ordered to be engrossed, 

‘On mutica of Mr, Perkins, the roie was suspended, and jcint 
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section, “and that this joint resolution take effect from its pas” 
sage.” 

‘The joint resolution then passed. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the Senate insisted on their amend- 
ments to a bill to be entitled an act regulating proceedings in 
the County Courts, pertaining to the estates of deceased per- 
sons. = 

Messrs. Jewett, Dancy, Clark and Grimes were appointed a 
committee of conference on said bill, 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, joint resolution confirming a certi- 
ficate for one league and one labor of land issued to John Vander- 
worth by the board of land commissioners of Austin county, 
was taxen up. 

Read second time. 

Rule was suspended: read third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, 

A bill te be entitled an act to amend the Ist, dthand Sth see- 
tions of an act regulating Estrays, approved December 22d, 
1556, was taken up, read, and referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

A bill to be entitled an act to give to each corporate county in 
this State, its own Tounty Surveyor, map, and records, was 
taken up and read second time, and 

On motion of Ar. Gage, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ties and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act fo amend the forty-third section 
of an art punishing crimes and misdemeanors, approved Dec. 
2ist, 1536. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in case of 
forcible entry and detainer. 

Read third time, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the marital rights 
of parties. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 1ith section of an 
“act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certifi- 
caies. and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants,” 
ap proved Feb. 4th, 1541. 

ead second time, and 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, referred te the committee on the 
Judici: rye 

Mr. Navarro presented the pe ition of Samuel A. Maverick, 
Which was, 

Ga io ion of Mr. Navarro, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate ined Claims. 

Ou n: nion of Mr. Navarro, 

A biu to be entitled an act to regulate the times of holding 
cour- :. the fourta judicial district, was taken up, read, and 
passen io a third reading. f 

Ga :.9tion of Mr. Navarro, the rule was suspended. 

Bir. vead third time and passed. 

Jo... resolution authorizing the transfer of one half ofa cer- 
tain i. in the city of Austin, on certain conditions. 

Eeau second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A balto be entitled an act authorizing the appointment of a 
fiscal agent, and for the better security of the revenue, was 
read, 

Ar. Williamson moved to amend by striking out “Comp- 
troller or Public Acrounis,” and inserting “Governor,” in 2d 
line of 1st section, and in 5th line of 2d section. 

Adopted. 

Nir. Williamson moved to indefinitely postpone the bill: 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yea:—Messrs. Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Gage, Perkins and 
Wiiliam-on—6. 2 

Ways—Messrs. Brashear, Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, 
Navarro, Parker and Wallace—8, 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Lancy moved to amend ‘by striking out “seventy-five,” 
and inserting “fifty,” in the last section. 

Adopted. 

Ẹ Mr. Cuny moved to amend by striking out “twenty , thou- 
sand” and inserting “thirty thousand.” 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
“thirty thousand” and inserting “one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Cuny moved to amend by inserting after the word 
“shali,” Ist line of last section,“ make settlements quarterly 
swith the Comptroller of Public Accounts and.” 
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Mz. Dancy moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
“quarterly” and inserting “semi-annually.” 

Rejected. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Cuny was then adapted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating Ferries. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend-by striking out “January,” in 
6th section, and inserting “first.” ü 

Adopted. - 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the 8th section was stricken out. 

Mr. Daney moved to amend by striking out “seven” before 
“feet,” in 9th section, and inserting “six.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out the following 
words: “and he shall annually thereafter obtain a renewal of 
such license,” in 7th section. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill and amendment were laid 
upon the table. i 

A bil tobe entitled an act appropriating certain fines and 
forfeitures, together with the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary thereon; was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act an to amend an act entitled act 
for‘the relief of master builders and mechanics of Texas, ap- 
proved Jan. 23d, 1839, together with the report of the commit 
tee on Internal Improvements, offering an amendment, was 
read; report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

Joint Resolution to validate the election of Mayor and Al- 
dermen for the city of New Brunfels. st 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the exchange of 
Books, maps, charts &c., together with the report of the com- 
mittee on State Affairs, offering amendments; was read; report 
adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas J. Stell. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smith. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

F. On motion of Mr. Cuny, Joint Resolution for the relief of 
Robert H. Beall, who was permanently disabled in the service 
of the country, was taken up. 
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Read and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Brigance. 
Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned. 


Friday, 9 o'clock, a. m. 
March 10th, 1848. 


The Senaie was calledio order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names : 


Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRea, Parker, Per- 
kins, Wallace, and Williamson. 


Quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims made the following report: 


The committea on Private Land Claims, have examined “a 
bill which originated in the House of Representatives, entitled 
an act to secure to the Colonists of Fisher and Miller’s Colo- 
ny, the lands to which they may be entitled,” and find legal 
prine:pies involved, the determination of which, would more 
properly come under a judicial investigation than theirs. 
There is also, a constitutional question involved, which has 
more than once elicited from them an unfavorable report, 
which reports are now before the Judiciary committee with a 
View to obtain their opinion. The bill is therefore respetcfully 
recommended to be referred to that committee. 


On motion of Mr. Perkins, the report wastaken up and 
adopted. 


527 


Mr. Abbott, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported the following acts and joint resolutions correctly En- 
rolled, yiz: 


An act for the relief of Kiziah Taylor, whose maiden name 
was Kisiah Cryer. 

G An act to legalize the marriage of Eli Gray with Ann Eliza 
ray. 

An act to incorporate the town of Palestine in the county” 
of Aaderson. 

An act authorizing and requiring thé transfer of the succes- 
sion of Alexander Jordan, from the county of Nacegdoches to 
the county of Rusk. 

An act to define the times of holding the District Courts in 
the tenth Judicial district. - 

An act to amend the several acts incorporating the city of 
Houston. 

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion cf the State of Texas; and 

Joint Resolution forthe reliefof Louis Sanches. 

And that said acts and Joint Resolutions were transmitted 
to the Governor, on the 10th inst., for his approval. 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following reports: , 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred “an 
act pre-cribing the mode of establishing the liabilities of draw- 
ers and endorsers of bills of exchange and promissory notes;” 
have ...siructed me te report the bill to thé"Senate, with the 
follo.1g amendments, to wit: 

An endment Ist. In Sec. 4, line 7, strike out “or Chief Jus- 
tiee.” 

Amendment 2d. In Sec. 5, Hne 2, strike out “and Chief Fus- 
tice.” 

Ard recommend the adoption of the amendments; and ‘the 
passaz: of the bill as amended. 


Mr. Hancy, Chairman of the committee on Affairs of State, 
to whem was referred “an act prescribing the punishment for’ 
cuttizz down, carrying away or destroying trees or timber up- 


ve, 
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‘on any land without the consent of the owner; reported the 


same back to the Senate and recommended its'passage. 


Mr. Gage, Chairman of the committee on Counties and 
Ceunty Boundaries, to whom was referred a bill te be eniitled 
an act to give each corporate county ih this State, its own 
County Surveyor, map and reeords, reterned the same to the 
Senate, and recommended its passage. 


A message was recejved from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed a bill to be 
entitled an aet to continue in force an act for the relief of those 
who have purchased lots in the city of Austin, and tract ad- 
joining. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Luis Sanches. 

And Joint Resolution auditing and acknowledging the claim 
of Stewart Perry against the late Republic of Texas; which 
originated in the Senate. ~ 

Also, that the House had passed the tollpwing bills and joint 
resciutions, Viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to act entitled an 
act to establish the Judicial districts of the Distriet Courts. 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for the 
pro rata pay of Doctor Thos. P. Anderson, dec’d., Surgeon of 
the late Navy of the Republic of Texas. 

A bill tobe entitled an actio classify the debt of the late 


Republic of Texas, preparatory to its final redemption. 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the ascertainment 
and adjustment of the Habilities of the late Republic of Texas. 

Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts to issue warrants, paying A. B. Gray for 
services in running and marking the eastern boundary line or 
‘Texas. 

And Joint Resolution for the relief of E. B. Cogswell. 

Also, that the House had adopted a resolution to adjourn 
sine die, on Monday the 20th inst. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 
*;, On motion of Mr. Burleson, 


A bili to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Tra- 
vis county, was taken up. 


a 
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Read second time, and ordered to be Engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, 

The rule was suspended; bill read third time, and passed. 

“A bill to be entitled an act to amend the seventeenth sec- 
tion of an act to establish and incorporate the Marshall Univer- 
sity.” approved 18th January. 1842, was read. 

The yeas and nays were called on passing the bill to a third 

readiag, and stood thus: 

Yeras—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, 
Jewett, McRae, Perkins and Wallace—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Parker and 
Williamson—6. 

The President decided that the bill was lost, because it 
came within the purview of the 3Ist section of the general 
provision of the constitution. 

From which decision Mr. Clark appealed. 

The yeas and nays were called on the appeal, and stood as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Parker, Perkins, Wallace and 
Williamson—12. 

Nars—Mesers. Abbott and Clark—2. 

So the decision of the President was sustained. 


Mr. Jewett, Chairman of the committee of conference, on 
parfof the Senate, made the following reports: 


To the Pressdent of the Senate, 


and Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


‘The committee of Conferrence, to which was referred the 
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, four- 
teenth, six teenth, seventeenth, twenty-first and twenty-second 
amendments of the Senate to “a bill to be entitled an act to 
regulate proceedings inthe County Court pertaining to estates 
of ¢ deceased persons;” disagreed to by the House; and also, the 
last amendment of the Senate to said bill; also disagreed to by 
the House; have had a meeting, and a free conference respect- 
ing said amendments, and have agreed to recommend that the 
Senate shall recede from their first, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
sixteenth, seventeenth and twenty-second amendments to said 
bill, E Ne the House shall agree to the third, eighth, four- 
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topnth and twenty-Erst amendments of the Senate to said bill; 
that the House shall also agree to the last amendment of the 
Senate to said piL 

The said ¢ committee save aiso agreed to recommend that the 
Senate and the Homse shall both adopt the folowing as a sub. 
stitute for the fourth section of the original bill, in icu of the 
secoad amendment of the Senate, viz: 


*Seetion 4ch, That no muneupative wili shall be proved 
within fourteen days aXer the death of the testator: ner until 
those who would Save been entitled by inheritance, had taere 
been no Wil, have been ck ted to contest the same, if they 
please; nor sbail any such willbe probated after six months nave 
e.apsed Fom the time of speaking the pretended təstame tary 
weris, uness the same, or the substance thereof. shal have een 
committed to writing g within six days after making sach wiit 
nor shel any suath wii se prodaied umess it be mace i: the 
time of the .asi sickness of the deceased, at his or her havita- 
tien, or where he or she hat resided for ten days, nex! pre- 
ceding, excep! when the deceased is taken sick away irom 
2 and gaiss before? he or she retarns to such habitaticr : nor 

had any suci wil be probated umess it be proved by aree 
me aa Dat the testater or testatrix caled on me 
Person 1D izke notice or Dear testimony, thatsuechis bis. her 
wil, or wards of like import, and whenever any such wi. nay 
be probated, the evidence of the witnesses shal be comm ded 
to writing, sworn to and subscribed i in open court by i # wi- 
nesses, and sua be recorded by the clerk.” 

The said committee have aiso agreed 1 to recommend 1. ¢ the 
forty-sixth section, as amended by the Senate and agree a by 
tre House, skal be stricken ont, and that the origina! riy- 
sixth section be adopied 3 in Den thereof, by the Senate an. the 
House. 

The said committee have instructed us to report the fore- 

oing as the resnit of their conference, to the Senate a: the 
Fious ouse, aud to ask their concurrence in said recommend. ‘ons. 

HENRY J. JEWET: 
Chairman, on tae part of the Sern te. 
E. M. PE ASI P 
Chairman on the part of the Hc- æ, 
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Mr. Jewett also made the following report: 


To the President of the Senate, and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee of conference,to whom was referred the third 
and fourth amendments of the Senate to “A dill to be entitled 
an act to organize County Courts,” which were disagreed to by 
the House, have met and hed e conference respecting said 
amendments and kaveagreedte recommend that the Senate shall 
recede from the third amendment to said bill, and that the House 
shall agree io the fourth amendment to said bill, and the said 
committee have instructed us to report the result of said con- 

eference to the Senate and the House, and ask their concurrence 
in said recommendation. 
HENRY J. JEWEHEE 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 


Mr. Jewett also made the following report; es 


To the President of the Senate, and 
Speaker of the Howse of Representatives: 


The committee of conference, te whom was referred the 
amendments of the Senate te ihe first and second sections of 
“an act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate proceedings 
in the District Couris, approved 13th, May, A. D. 1846,” which 
were disagreed te by the House, have met and had a free con- 
ference respecting said amendments, and have agreed to recom- 
mend that the Senate shall recede frem beth ef said amend. 
ments, and have instructed us to report the result of their con- 
ference to the Senate and the House, and ask their concurrence 


in said recommendation. 
HENRY J. JEWETT, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 
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Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a joint resolution for the relief of Garrison Green- 
wood, correctly engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize Justices’ Couris, and 
to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, together with 
the report of the committee on State Affairs, offering amend- 
menis, was read,and ail the amendments proposed by the 
committee, except the last, were adopted. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend by striking out “one” and in- 
gerting “two” before “ Justice,” in 4th line of ist section. 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution, authorizing the transfer of one half of a 
certain lot in the city of Austin, on certain conditions. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitied an act authorizing the appointment of a 
Gscal agent, and for the better security of the revenue, was 
read, and 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, indefinitely postponed. 


Amessage was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing ihe Senate that the Honse had adopted the reports 
ct the committee of conference, on the following bills, viz: 

A bili to be entitled an act organizing County Courts. 

A bil to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
regulate proceedings in the district courts, approved 13th May, 
15416; and 

And a bill to be entitled an act to reguiate proceedings in the 
county courts, pertaining to estates of deceased persons. 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, the reports of the committee of 
conference made ihis morning, on three several bills, were taken 
up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the report of the committee of con- 
ference, on a bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings 
in the county courts, pertaining to estates of deceased persons, 
was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, tke report of the same com- 
mittee, on a bill io entitled an act to organize county courts, 
was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the report of the same committee 
on a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to regulate pro- 
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“ceedings in the district courts, approved 13th May, A. D. 1846, 
was adopted. 
Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, “ A bill to be entitled an act to 
define the boundaries of Travis county.” 


On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, a bill te be entitled an act to 
make an improved charterior Goliad city, was taken up and 
read, together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary 

~ offering a substitute therefor, and report adopted. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to fill the blank in the 7th section with 
“ten” l 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the blank in the Lith section 
was filled with “4 of 1.7. - 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 


A bil to be entitled an aet to authorize and yequire the 
judges of the district courts to hold special sessions thereof, for 
the trial of persons charged with the cemmission of crimes, the 
punishment for which is death, was, 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, made the special order of the 
day for Monday next. . 

‘The report of the committee on conference on a resolution 
rela‘ive to employing some suitable person to take charge of the 
( apitol, furniture, &., during the recess of the Legislature, was 
read and adopted. 

A bill te be entitled ar act te authorize the Geversor to ap- 
point committees, durmg the recesses of the Legislature, to 
examine into the condition of the several departments of the 
Government, read, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid upon the fable. 

On motion of Mr. Fitegeraid, ihe Senate adjourned. 


SA 


Saturday, 9 o'clock. a. se 

_ March lith, 1846, 

' The Senate was ealled to order by the President. ` 
The following Senators answered to their names: 


™ Messrs. Abbott, Bourland. Brashear, Burleson, Clerk, Cany 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarre. 
Parker, Perkins, Wallace, and W iHiamson. 


Quorum present. à 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman ofthe committee ox Finance made 
the following report. 


The committee on Finance to which was referred, A bill to 
be entitled an act te provide for the assessmentand collection 
of taxes, bave had the subject under consideration, and retarn 
the sil] with amendments for the action of the Senate. 


Amendments. 


Sec. J; line 2, strike out “duly.” 

Sec, 4, line Zafter ‘ ‘solumns” insert “in alphabetical or- 
der.” 

Substitute for 9th section. 


“That the Assessor and Collector of Taxes, shall on or before 
the first day of July in each and every year make out in al- 
pbhabetical order three fall and complete copies of his assess- 
ment roll, setting forth in separate columns the different de- 
scriptions of taxable property, real and personal, rendered for 
taxation, owned or held by any person, firm or corporate body 
in his county with the value thereof, and in a separate por- 
tion of his assessment, in like manner the taxable property of 
non-residents not rendered for taxation, and the property 
when the owneris unknown. One copy of which he shall 
retain fer his own use, one he shall deposite in the office of 
the Clerk ofthe County Court of his County, and one he shalt 
canse to be deposited in the office of the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, on before the first day in September in each and 
every year.” 


— 
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in 14th section, 3d line, strike ont “September” and insert 
“November” aud at the end of 14th section add, “and costs of 
collection.” 

In sec. 15th strike out 5th and 6th lines and insert “and in 
two other publie places in his county.” - 3 

v 16, at the and of the section insert “and costs of 
sales f t 

In section 17, line 8, strike out “September” and insert “No- 
vember.” 

In section 20, line 4, strike out “November” and insert “De- 
cember.” | 

In see. 21, line 2, strike out “first” and insert “fifteenth.” 

In see. 25, at the end of section add “provided, that when a 
license to pursue any vocation is desired for a shorter period 
than one year, and not less than four months, the Asses- 
- sor and Collector or the County Treasurer, asthe case may be, 
may receive the amount required in proportion to the time fer 
which such license is desired, and on filing the receipt of the 
Assessor and Collector or County Treasurer asthe case may be, 
the Clerk shall issue a license forthe time corresponding with 
the amouut which has been paid. 

In sec. 26, Ist line, after “person” insert “Hawkers and ped- 
lars excepted.” 

Sec. To enable the Assessor and Collector to ascer- 
tain unrendered property in the several counties, it is hereby 
made the duty ofthe Vlerks of the County Courts, and the 
County and District Surveyors to exhibit the records and 
maps in their charge to the Assessor and Collector of Taxes, 
and ihe refusal to do so, by either the said County Clerk or 
District or County Surveyor, such officef so refusing shall in- 
cur the penalty of fifty dollars recoverable before any Court 
having jurisdiction or cognizance thereof with costs of suit; 
which penalty, when collected, shall be paid, the one half in- 
to the State Treasury and the other halfinto the Treasury of 
the county wherein the penalty was incurred. 

Sec. That if from any cause the direct taxes of any 
county are not assessed and col ec ed within the periods met = 
tioned in this act, the Comptrol’er of Public Accounts shall ap- 
point some other time within which such taxes shall be as- 
sessed and collected, and ro person shall suffer any of the pen- 
alties herein imposed from any failure caused by such 
unavoidable change of time; but any person who shall fail to 
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renter their assessment lists and pay their taxes within the 
eriods so designated by the Compire ier, shail incur all the 
enalties imposed by this act. 

See. That iffrom any cause the sale ef any property 

axes sha!) not take place at the time first appointed, 
ser and Collector shall appeint some other time, give 
> notice and proceed to sell such property in the manner 
din the Ers: instance by this act. 
See. That j if any officer is sued “er prosecuted in conse- 
quence ef proceedings made by him under the aut hority of this 
et, or any law in force forthe co! lection of revenue. it shall 
ful for him to plead the general issue and give this act, 
sae aw under which he has proceeded as an especial mat- 
terin evicence. 

See. That when any land er tenements shall be ad- 
vertised Zor sale by the Assessor and Collector of Taxes, for 
any taxes or o‘her dues accruing to the State.and such lands 
er tenements cannot be sold for the want of bidders, it shall be 
the daty of the Assessor and Collector to bid cif the same for 
the State for the amount of taxes so due, and when such lands 
are at redeemed within one vear from the cate of sale, by the 
owner or owners or some other person paying the amount of 
such taxes ard costs of sale and ore hundred per centum there- 
on, it skali ihen become public domain, and subject to loca-~ 
tien by apy person holding a legal lard warrant against the 
State by suen person paying the amount of taxes for which 

sold ard costs of sale, with one hundred per cen- 
thereon. a. t shall be the dutyofthe Commissioner of 

General Land Office to issue patenis on all surveys of 
ap sold in conformity of this act on a legal return, and shew- 

being made to him of the same. 

ee. if any person shall peddle any goods, wares or 
merchandize in any county in this State, without first obtain- 
ing a license from the Clerk of the County Court of such coun- 
it shall be the duty ofthe Assessor and Collector to seize so ` 

anch of the goods, wares and merchandize so peddled or a 

ther property subject to sale by execution belonging to aah 

erson, and after giving ten days notice by advertisement in at 
east three public places in his county,he shall proceed tosell at 
he Court House door of his county to the highest bidder for cash 
© much of such property so seized and levied upon as will be 

i value sufficient to pay the license tax forone year and the 
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costs of sale, and the Assessor and Collector shall be entitled 
to the same fees and commissions that Sheriffs are en:i led by 
law to receive upon sales by execution. 

Sec. If any Assessor and Collector shall fail or reuse to 
surrender up his tax roll to his successor in office upon iis ap- 
plication, he shall upon conviction in the District t'out be fin- 
ed in such sum as the Court may adjudge, not less than fifty 
dollars. s 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Juiciary, 
to whom was referred, A bill to be entitled anact to repeal 
the 1ith section of an “act supplementary to act to detect 
fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for issuing ;-a’‘ ents 
to legal claimants” approved February 4th, 1841, returned the 
same to the Senate and recommend its passage. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the exchunce of 
books, maps and charts. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 17th aad it:h sec- 
tions of an act regulating Juries. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of li:i-i*u2 elec- 
tions for the several State and county officers and ius Repre- 
s entatives to the United States Congress. 

Read third time and passed. 
wae bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Goli- 

Read third time. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend by inserting, after the words 
“per centum” in the 11th section “of the State tax.” 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed. 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report. 

The committee on affairs of State, to whom wasrefeired “A 
bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of San Augus- 
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tine” have instructed meto report the bill to the Senate with 
the following amendments, (to wit:) 


Amendment first: 
Substitute for section second. 


*Sec.2. Be it further enacted, That the limits of said cor- 
poration shall be halfa mile square, br contain one hundred 


and sixty acres of land in a square, having the public square 
ofsaid town in the centre thereof. 


Amendment second. 
, Strike out the third section. 


Amendment 8d— - 


In sec. 4, line 1, after “election,” insert “fora Mayor, six Al- 
dermen, or Treasurer, a Recorder anda Constable ;” and in line 
2, strike out all after “in” to “be” in line 3, and insert “June, 
1848, by the Chiet Justice of San Augustine county, or one of 
the Commissioners thereof, and annually thereafter for a simi- 
lar purpose an election shall.” 


Amendment 4— 

in sec. 15, last line, strike out “allowed to County Treasur- 
ers,” and insert “specified by the Board of Aldermen,” and re- 
commend the adoption of the amendments and the passage of 
the billas amended. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had adopted the Senate’s 
a for a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of J.Harris 

atlin ; 

Also, that the House had passed the follewing bills and joint 
resolutions, originating in the House, {to wit.) 7 

A bili to be entitled an act to anthorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office of the State of Texas, to issue patents 
to the different counties in the State for s¢hool purposes ; 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the payment of ju- 
rors; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Hn Con- 
ner, to Hn Valentine Dalton, and to make him alawful heir of 
Valentine T. Dalton; : 


A bill to be entitled an act requiring the owners of, and 
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claimants to land, situated in Cass county, to have their titles 
and muniments of titles recorded in Cass county; 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize certain head right eer- 
tificates, issued by George W. Miles, former Chief Justice of 
Liberty county ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the times of holding the 
District Courts in the Ninth Judicial District ; 

A bill to be entitled an act the better to. befine the boundaries 
of the county" of Guadalupe ; 

A. bill to be entitled to regulate the killing of neat cattle; 
Ms bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Indian 

int ; 

A billto be entitled an act to incorporate the Milam Liberal 
Institute; g 
_ À bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Houston Ly- 
ceum; 

A bill to be entitled an act to make valid the acts of John D. 
Banton, a Clerk ofthe District Court of the county of Walker; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieutenant J. 
P. Lansing, deceased; 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in Congress to use their efforts ta have a 
law passed to extend the jurisdiction of Texas over one-half of 
the water of Sabine Pass, lake and river ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Nathaniel R. Mallon and 
others, members of Capt. John C. Hays’ Spy Company, in the 
year 1842; 

Preamble and joint resolutions relative to the jurisdiction of 
the Territory of Santa Fe. 


A bill to be entitled an act to organize Justices’ Courts, and 
define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, was read. 

Mr. Williamson moved to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the bill was laid upon the table. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to amend an.act for the relief of 
master builders and mechanics of Texas, approved January 23d, 
1839. 

Read third time and passed.  - 

Joint resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smith. 

Read third time and passed. + 
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Joint resoiution to validate the election of Mayor and Alder- 
men for the city of New Braunfels. 

Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Robert H. Beall, who was 
perroanently disabied in the service of the country. 

Read third timeand passed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to be entitled an act to or- 
ganize Justizes Courts, and define the powers and jurisdiction 
of the same, was taken up. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the 11th section by inserting 
after “demand” in third line, * of his predecessor” in same line, 
by striking out “ within the limits of bis precinct,’ and inserting 
“in his possession,” and by striking out “he” in same line, and 
inserting “bis” and by striking out “of any Justice who has 
preyiousiy acted within said limits,” and in line 6th, by striking 
out “be” and inserting ~ said Justice.” 

Adepted. 

The yeas and nays were then called on the passage of the 
bi and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, 
Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins and Wallace—1i. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Cuny, Fitzgerald, Me- 
Ree and Wiliiamson—6. 

So the bill passed. 

On mesiion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until 3 
O'cleca, p. m. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met; roll eailed; quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the vote of yesterday, indefi- 
nifely postponing a bili to be entitled an act authorizing the 
appointment of a fiscal agent, and for the betted security of the 
revenne, was reconsidered. - 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. $ 


t 
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A bill to be entitled an act to define the times for holding the 
District Courts in the Fifth, Sixth and Eigbth Judicial Districts. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the more certain 
collection of the Taxes for the years 1846 and 1847, 

Read second'time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the times of holding the 
District Courts in the Ninth Judicial District. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the special*committee raised on 
times of holding courts. : \ 

A bill to be entitled an act to classify the debt of the late Re 
public of Texas, preparatory to its final redemption. 

Read first time, and, s 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read - 
second time, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the ascertainment } 
and adjustment of the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas. ¢ 

Read first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the commmittee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

Preamble and joint resolution relative to the jurisdiction of 
the Territory of Santa Fe. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the rule was suspended, read 
second time, and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the resolution of the House toad- 
journ on Monday, the 2Uth instant, sine die, was taken up. 

Mr. Parker moved to strike out “20th” and insert “ 18th.” 

Mr. Dancy moved a division of the question. 

Question on striking out— i 

Carried. 

Mr. Cuny moved to fillthe blank with the “ 18th.” 
ee motion of Mr. Dancy, the resolution was laid upon the 
fable, 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to be en- 


an 


titled an actto regulate proceedings in the county courts, rela- 
ting to guardians and wards. 

A bill te be entitled an act providing for the payment of ju- 
rors. 
* “Read first time, and 

On motion ef Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time. and referred to the cammittee on Finance. 

A bill te be entitled an act fe authorize the Commissioner 
ofthe General Land Office of the State of Texas, to issue pa- 
tents to the different counties in the State for schoel purposes, 

Read first time, and, 

Gn motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second Ome. and referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Dancy moved te take up a bill to be entitled an act to 
repeal the Lith section of “An act, supplementary to an act, to 
detect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for issuing 
Bo to legai claimants,” approved February 4th, 1841. 

mst, 

Ox moten of Mr. Fitzgerald, a bill to be entitled an act te 
define the boundaries ef the connty ef Refugio, was taken up 
and read second time, 

Air. Fitegeraid moved to amend by striking out the following 
words: “ A pointen Poppiloto Creek, where the old boundary 
line of Refugio, as run by Willard Richardson, crosses said 
creek,” and inserting “ the Aransas river.” 

Adopted. 

The Senate refused to engross the bill. 

A bill te be entited an act, supplementary te an act, entitled 
an act, te establish the Judiciai Districts of the District Courts. 

Rese prst time. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act, 
supp.emental io an act, to organize the Supreme Court of 
Texas. 

Read first time, 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Publie Ac- 
counts to transfer to S. L. Johnson, an Austin city iot, 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue a patent to Edward Hall. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr, Parker, referred to the cemmittee on Pri- 

vate Land Claims, 
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A bill to be entitled an act to require sheriffs, clerks of Dis- 
trict Courts and clerks of the County Courts, to keep their of- 
fices at the county seats of their respective counties. 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, . 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the times of holding the 
Courts in the 2d Judicial District of the State of Texas, was ta- 
ken up, and, : 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, referredto a select committee. 

Messrs. Burleson, Jewett and Dancy were appointed said 
committee, 

A. bill 40 be entitled an act for the relief of James Hunly. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : 


a Sd 
“Resolved, That no new business shall originate and be in- 


troduced in the Senate, without the consent of four-fifths of the 
Senate.” 


Upon the adoption of which the yeas and nays were called, 
and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Gage, Grimes, 
McRae, Navarro and Parker—9, . 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Dancy, Jewett, Fitz- 
gerald, Perkins, Wallace, and Williamson—&, 

Adopted, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Lewis Thuner. 

Read second time. and 

On motion Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. ` 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of 
Cameron county, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, “Point Isabel” was stricken 
out, and “Freeport” inserted. And “the Bay of Brazos del 
St. Iago” was stricken out, and “on the Rio Grande” inserted, 

The biil then passed to a third reading. 

Joint re-olation appropriating one hundred dollars for the 
purpo-e of proeering a map of Shelby county. 


a 


Read second time, and 


odd 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, referred to the comi, jttee on- 
Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of the county 
_seat of Collin county. 

Read first time, and on motion of Mr. Burleson, the rule was 
suspended, and bill read second time. 

Mr. Dancy moved toamend by striking out last two lines, 
and inserting “and that this act take effect from the first day of 
August next.” 

Adopted. , 

On motion of Mr Burleson, the rule was farther suspended, 
and biil passed to a third reading. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Mark Noble. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended. 

Bil read second time, and referred to the committe on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Joint resolution for the relief of E. B. Cogswell. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended. 

Read sezond time,and reierred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Comptroller 
of Public Acceunts to issue warrants paying A. B. Gray for 
services in running and marking the eastern boundary line of 
Texas. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended. 

Read sezond time and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to use their efforts to have a law 
passed to extend the jurisdiction of Texas over one half of the 
water of Sabine Pass, Lake and River. . 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, and read 
second time. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out “enacted” in the 
ist and 7th'line, and inserting “resolved :” and by striking out 
“longitude” and inserting “latitude” in 6th line. 

Adoptei. 

On mo ion of Mr. Gage, it was referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 
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A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to be eh- 
titled an act to establish the eleventh Judicial District of the 

x State of Texas: 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to create and organize the 

county of Santa Fe, with amendments. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the Senate concurred in the amend- 
ments of the House to the above named bill. 

A bill to be entitled an act to make valid the acts of John 
D. Banton, a clerk of the District Court of the county of Walk- 
er. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended. 

Bill read second time and. passed to a third reading: and , 
a” motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was further suspend- 
ed. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Houston Ly» 
ceum. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of My. Brashear, the rule was suspended, 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Edu- 
cation. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Milam, hiberal In- 
stitute. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the rule was suspended, 

Bill read second time, and 

Referred to the committee on Education. 

p A, bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Indian 

oint, i 

Read first tirne, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage,the rule was suspended. 

Bill read second time, and referred to the commitee on the 
Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieutenant J. P, 
Lansing, deceased. 

Read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until 9 o’clock, 
Monday morning. 


Monday, 9 o'clock, A. M, . 
March 13th, 1848, 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to thejr names: 


Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Wallace, and Williamson. ~ . 


k 


Quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac. 
counts, made the following report: 


The committee on Claims and Accounts to whom was re- 
erred a bili to be entitled an act for the relief of James Hun- 
y, have examined the same, and instructed me to report: 

That there sre many claims equally just against the gov- 
ernment of Texas, which have been reported unfavorable, for 
the purpose that ali such claims should undergo the examina- 
tion of a tribunal contemplated to be established for that pur- 


ose, therefore recommend that no further legislative action be 
ad on said bill. 


somme 


. Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: 


The committee on Education, to whom was referred “an act 
to incorporate the Houston Lyceum,” and a “bill to be entitled 
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an act to incorporate Milam Liberal Institute,’ have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to return said 
bills to the Senate without amendment, and recommend their 
passage. 


tomo 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require Judges 
of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, for the 
trial of persons c1arged with the commission of crimes the pun- 
ishment for which is death, together with the report ofa select 
committee, offering amendments, was read, and report adopt- 
ed, i 
The yeas anå nays were then called on the engrossment of 
the bill, and stood as follows: ; 

Ymas—Messrs. Abbott, Clark, Cuny, Gage, Grimes, Fitz- 
gerald. McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins and Wallace—11. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear Burleson, Dancy, Jewett, and 
Williamson—®. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in the 
amendmendment of the Senate to the following bills, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled fan act authorizing „and requiring the 
County Courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Na- 
cogdoches : 

Also that the House had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
for the reliefof Columbus C. Browning, with an amendment: 

Also the following bills which originated in the Senate, viz.: 

A bill te be entitled an act for the relief of James P. Wal- 
lace and Robert M. Williamson: a 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Williamspn 
Academy: and 

A bill to be entitled an act to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature, among the several counties 
of this State 
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Resolution of the Senate relative to the adjournment of the 
Legislature, sine die, was, 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, 

. The Resolution of the House, relative to the adjournment 
of the Legislature sine die, was taken up 

Mr. Burleson moved to reconsider the vote of Saturday, 
striking out “Monday 20th.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Jewett moved to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Parker moved to lay the resolution upon the table until 
Monday next. 

Lost. : 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Alr. Gage, 

The Senate concurred inthe amendment of the Honse to a 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Columbus C. Brown- 
ing. 

A bill to be entitled an aet for the reliefof Alfred Brigance. 
Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the reliefof Thomas J. Stell. 
Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of 
the county of Cameron. 

Read third time and passed. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 


The committee on Private Land Claims,to whom was refer- 
red a joint resolution, originating in the House of Representa- 
tives, for the relief of the heirs of Mark Noble, dec’d., have 
directed me te make the following report: 


That Mark Noble emigrated with his family to the Repub- 
lic of Texas in 1840 and died the same year; he was by his 
residence entitled to a certificate for 640 acres of land, which 
bis heirs have not obtained, no remedy now being open to 
them, except through the Legislature. 

he resolution is returned to the Senate and its passage 
recommended. 
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Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, 

A bill to be entitled an act te define the times of helding 
the District Courts in the fifth, sixth and eighth Judicial Dis- 
tricts. 

£ 

A bill to be entitled an act to require Sheriff’s, Clerks of 
the District Courts and Clerks of the County Courts to keep 
their offices at the county séats of their respective counties. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act changing the mame of the coun- 
ty seat of Collin coynty. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the times of holding the 
District Courts in the fifth, sixth andeighth Judicial Districts . 

Read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution autherizing the Comptroller of Publie Ac- 
counts to transfer to S. L. Johnson, an Austin city lot. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 11th section ef an 
act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certifi- 
cates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, 
approved Feb. 4th, 1841. . 

Read second time and ordered tobe engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Harrisburg and 
Rio Grande Railway Company, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend by striking out “Harrisburg,” 
and adding “from the Rio Grande to Galveston Bay, or its con- 
tiguous waters.” 


Mr. Brashear from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following report: 


The undersiguad, a member of the committee on Internal 
improvements, to whom was referred a bill proposing to incor- 
porate certain individuals into a company, with powers to con- 
struct a rail road from Harrisburg, or some other point on 
Buffalo Bayou, inthe county of Harris, to some point on the 
Rio Grande, has given the bill all due consideration, and begs 
leave to report; first, that the said ideal rail read, proposed te 
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be censtrueted by said bill, commencing near the centre of the 
most populous county in the State: of which the undersigned 
isthe Representative.in the Senatorial branch of the Legisla- 
ture: and yct, is not advised by even one of the citizens of 
Harris county. that any commercial relation at present exist, 
or are hereatier likely to exist between the points contempla- 
ted ig said bill, as to require rail road facilities to accommo- 
date trade. 

I hope this Legislature will not accommodate and invest in- 
dividuals with any chartered rights or privileges, in Harris 
county, whese predilections and interests have ever been at 
variance and wer with the interests and wants of a majority 
of the people ofsaid county. 

I well remember a bill providing and conferring similar 
rights and privileges, and commencing at a point, agreeable to 
nine-tenths of the people of Harris county, at the instigation 
of the Representatives of said county, was rejected by the last 
Legislature, for the reason, that they believed the measure pre- 
mature, absurd and unlikely to be eompleted if granted. 

i have never intermeddled with the local concerns or inter- 
esis cf any county, without previously consulting the Repre- 
sentatives of said county. 

if others, living not with us, have presumed so te do with us; 
or ifthe natural advantages of the city of Houston, together 
with the honest industry and enterprize of its inhabitants, 
have made it one of the first and largest city in the State of 
Texas. I do hope its neighbor will not be disturbed in review- 
ing ifs presperous condition, but will avail itself of all its le- 
gitimate resources and natural advantages, and go ahead if it 
can, on the square. 

Í hope this Legislature will neither inflict harm or injury 
on the legitimate rights and prospects of the city of Houston, 
nor trammel the decisions of nature, by the passage of any 
bill, only calculated to buoy up another by destroying or sha- 
king the confidence of those who have capitol to invest in 
town property, as to what the future and ultimate fortune of 
Housten will be. 3 

Ts there a man in Texas, net engaged in the gigantic project, 
So stupid as to think, or so béld as to hazard the opinion, on 
honor, that if this bill were to‘pass, that ever one rail would be 
located under its provisions. “I think it only calculated for a 
jenny or hobby to be rode against the city of Houston; or a 
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magnificent humbug, beautified by pictures, intersected and 
drawn around by green; red and blue lines, to gull, delude and 
catch suckers abroad. I think the patience of the people of 
Harris county have heretofore been sufficiently taxed and top- 
tured; and our statute books abundently incumbered with blue, 
black, red and green paper projects, and schemes for rail roads, 
turnpike roads and canals. I beseech yon to give them longer 
respite, until they petition Legislative action on their local con- 
cerns. lassure this body, that these schemes have, long ago, 
so completely. convulsed themselves, by the reckless action 
had on them, that the people there, do not wish them resas- 
citated or resurrected until experience or common sense would 
dictate that something would be done, more than printing at 
the expense of the State. 

It is neither their interest nor inclination, at this crisis,to be- 
come dealers in-humbuggery and delusion; but in substance 
and reality: to that trickery and humbuggery, that once so 
flagrantly infested their borders, they have long ago said, “de- 
part ye hence,” and have rapidty built themselves up, and | 
their superstructure now rests upon the basis of solid and sub- 
stantial prosperity. - , 

The undersigned, would respectfully ask the Senate to amend 
the bill, by dissecting Harris county therefrom, and further 
hope, that neither this nor any succeeding Legislature will in- 
terpose any barrier or scheme whatsoever, calculated to inter- 
rupt the rights of the people of Harris county, unless the meas- 
ure proposed, shall have been previously submitted, digested 
and sanctioned by them or their representative in the Legisla- 
ture, who are directly responsible to them for public duty per 


formed. 
: I. W. BRASHEAR. 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, the bill and the report were laid 
upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the assessment and 
collection of Taxes, together with the report of the committee © 
on Finance, offering amendments thereto, was read, and report | 
adopted. n 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. Burleson, Chairman of a Select committee made the 
following report: - 
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The Select committee, to whom was referred the “bill to be 
entitled an act to fix the times of holding the District Courts in 
the 9th Judicial district;’ having examined the same, had a 
more Acceptable bill prepared by persons interested in the sub- 
ject thereof, and have instructed me to report the latter bill as 
a substitute for the former, and recommend its passage. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of San 
Augustine, together with the report of the committee on State 
Affairs, ofering amendments; was read, report adopted, and 
pill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the method of trying 
the right of property, levied on under writs of execution, se- 
questration and attachment, when the same is claimed by a 
are who is not a party to such writ, was taken up and 
read. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend the first section, by inserting 
“in writing before some justice of the peace of the county where 
the levy was made,” between the words “ oath” and that,” in 6th 
line. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend by inserting the words “in 
writing” between the words “oath and “to.” Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 5th section, by striking 
out ali after “the” in 4th line to “amount,” in 5th line, 

Adopted. 

‘The biil then passed to a third reading. 


A bill tobe entitled an act supplementary to an act to restore 
lands sold for taxes and bidin by the Government, to the for- 
mer owners, approved April 27th, 1846. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

A bili to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to detect 
fraudulent land certificates, passed at the Fifth Congress of the 


Republic of Texas, was, on motion of Mr. Clark, laid upon the 
table, 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House concurred in the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the 34th, 55th and 60th sections of a bill 
to be entitled an act to organize justices’ courts, &c.; and also 
in the amendment inserting a new section as the 66th, and tha, 
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the House reftised to concur in the amendments to the Ist end 
11th sections of said bill. Also, that the House refused to con- 
cur in the amendments of the Senate, to a hill to be entitled an 
act to define the times of holding elections for the several State 
and county officers, and for Representativestothe United States 
Congress, except the second amendment, in which they concur, 
and that’ the House had appointed Messrs, Pease, Armstrong 
and Mosely a committee of conference on said bills. 


TIA bill be entitled an act to create a State Library and to pro- 
vide a library fund, together with the report of the committee 
a a Affairs, offering amendments, was read and report 
adopted. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend, by adding— - 

“Sec, 2. That the moneys arising from said fees, shall be 
paid over to the Comptroller of Public Accounts, and that this 
act take effect from and after its passage.” 

Adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. - 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the punishment for 
cutting down, carrying away or destroying trees or timber, 
upon any land, without the consent of the owner. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Perkins moved to amend by striking out the following, 
“and any person convicted and fined for any such misdemean- 
or, shall be committed to the jail of the county until such fines 
and all costs are paid.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to indefinitely postpone the bill, 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, tuny, Fitzgerald, 
Parker, Wallace and Williamson—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, 
McRae, Navarro and Perkins—8. 

Lost, 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay the bill on the table until the first 
day of April next. ." 

Lost. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading by the following 
vote: 
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Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, 
Jewett, McRae, Navarro, and Perkins—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Fitzgerald, 
Parker, Wallace and Williamson—2. 

So the bill passed to a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, a committee of conference was 
appointed on “A bill to be entitled an act to organize justices’ 
courts, and define the powers and jurisdiction of the same ;” 
and on ¥ A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of hold- 
ing elections for the several State and county officers, and for 
Representatives to the United States Congress.” 

Messrs. Dancy, Cuny and Parker were appointed said com- 
mittee. 


Mr. Burleson, chairman of a select committee, made the 
following report: 


The select committee, to which was referred a bill to be en- 
titled an act to prescribe the times of holding the courts in the 
second Judicial district of the State of Texas,” have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the Senate, with the following 
amendment, to wit: 


Amendment— 

Substitute for the second section 

“Sec: 2d. Thatall process returnable to, and cases triable at 
the regular terms of the district courts of the second Judicial 
district, as now provided for by law, shall be returnable to, and 
triable at the regular terms herein prescribed, and that all laws 
and parts of laws conflicting withthe provisions of this act be, 
and the same are hereby repealed, and that this act take effect 
from and after the first Monday in August next,’ and recom- 
mend the adoption of the amendment, and the passage of the 
bill as amended. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the above bill and report were 
taken up. 
Report adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned until 2 
o'clock, P. M, 


2 o’elock, p. m. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


A. bill to: be entitled an act for the regulation of pilots at the 
mouth of the Brazos river, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements thereon, offering an amend- 
ment, was read, and report adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the first section by striking 
out “four” and inserting “two” in the 6th line, upon which 
the yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Grimes, 
Fitzgerald, McRae, Parker, and Wallace—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, Navarro, 
Perkins and Williamson—7, ' 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend the 2d section by striking out the 
word “him” and inserting “the Governor of the State.” 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 


A message was received from His Excellency, the Gover- 
nor presenting a communication in writing, which was read, ~ 
and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an actto provide for revising the statute 
laws of the State of Texas, together with the report of the com- 

~ mittee on Indian Affairs, recommending that the bill be laid 
upon the table, was read and report adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Republican 
Academy, in the county of. Harrison. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 
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On motion of Mr. Clark, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote : l 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, « 
Dancy, Jewett, Grimes, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker and Per- 
kins—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Gage and Wallace—2. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Huntsville Male 
~~“Tiistitute. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to be entitled an act to in- 
corporate the Colorado and Brazos Railroad Company, was 
taken up. 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Dancy moved to suspend the rule, that the bill might be 
put upon its third reading. 

Lost. 

Mr. Cuny cflered the following resolution : 

“Resolved, That the Senate will meet the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in the Representative Hall, on Thursday, the 16th 
instant, for the purpose of electing a District Attorney for the © 
Eleventh Judicial District.” 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Navarro, a bill to be entitled an act to in- 
corporate the Western Texas Orphan Asylum was taken up 
and read, together with the report of the committee on State At- 
fairs, offering amendments. 

Report adopted and bill passed to a third reading, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins, Wallace and Williamson—15. -` 

Nays—none, 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, a bill to be entitled an act sup- 
plemental to an act entitled an act supplemental to an act to or- 
ganize the Supreme Court of Texas, was taken up. 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. n7 

Mr, Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 
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The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred a Joint Resolution which originated in the House of 
Representatives “for the relief of Lewis Thuner,” have had the 
same under consideration and directed me to make the follow- 
ing report. i 

The said Thuner entered the service of the Republic of 
Texas in 1888, and received from the board of Land Commis- 
sioners for Harrisburg county a conditional certificate (asa 
married man) for 1280 acres of land, which was recommended 
for patent by the investigating board, but the death of his 
wife which occured after the receipt of the certifiicate, and 
being unable now to procure the evidence of her death, he can- 
not precure the unconditional certificate which would author- 
ize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue the 
` patent. No other remedy being open te him than through the 
Legislature, the Joint Resolution is retarned to the Senate, and 
its passage recommended. 


Mr. Cuny moved to reconsider the vote of Saturday, which 
refused to engross the bill to be entitled an actte define the 
boundaries ofthe county of Refugio. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 


Mr. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, to whom was referred Joint Resolution for the relief 
of E. B. Cogswell, and Joint’Resolution authorizing the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue a patent to Ed- 
ward Hall, reported the same to the Senate, and recommended 
their passage. l 


On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned. « 
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Tuesday, 9 o'clock, a. m. 
March 14th, 1848, 


“The Senate wasealled to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names: 


Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 


Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Wallace and Williamson. 


Quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the iolowing reports. 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred a Joint 
Resolution authorizing and requiring the Comptroller of Pab- 
Ue Accounts to issue warrants paying A. B. Gray for services 
in Tunning andmarsing the eastern boundary line of Texas, 
have had the subject under consideration and find the claim 
sustained by evidence of an undoubted character. and should 
be paid as early as the state of the finances will justify the 
payment, they therefore return the bill and recommend it to 
the consideration of the Senate. 


The committee on finance to which was referred a bill to be 
entitied an act providing forthe payment of Jurors, have in- 
structed me to report the bill back to the Senate, without 
amendment and recommend its passage. 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to provide for the more certain collection of 
the taxes for the years 1846 and 1847, returned the bill with 
amendments and recommended its passage. 
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Amendments. 


Sect.on Ist. line, 4, strike out “April” and insert “August.” 

In see. 1, line 9, strike ont “April” and insert “October.” 

In same section line 10, strike out“July” and insert “Janua- 
ry, 1549.7 

And in same line, sirike ont “of the present year.” 


Substitute for third section. 


Sec. sd. That the Assessor and Collector of sales by vir- 
tne of this act shall be entitled to the same fees and commis- 


sions, that Sheriffs are entitled to receive for sales under exe- 
ention.” 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing :he Senate that the House had adopted the substi- 
tute of “Lo Senate for a bill to be entitled an act to make an 
imp:oved charter forthe town of Goliad; and, had concurred 
in th- frst amendment, and refused to concur in the 2d amend- 
men’ of the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 
the «xchange of books, maps, charts, &e. 

A.:>:natthe House had passed a bill originating in the Sen- 
ate i. _provide for the election of Electors for President and 
Vice resident ofthe United States. 

And thatthe House concurred in the amendment of the Sen- 
ate tc a oll changing the name of the County seat of Collin 
county. 

And that the House had adopted a resolution to go info the 


elec..cn of a district Attorney for the 11th Judicial District on 
"Phu-:day next at 11 o'clock, A. M. 


Also. that the House had passed the following bills and Joint 
Resoiutions, Viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner of 
the ©-neral Land Office fo issue a patent for one league and 
one ‘chor of land, the headright of Dennis Gahagan. 

A 13] to be entitled an act to amend the 18th section of an 


act ts incorporate the city of Austin, passed 11th May; A. D. 
1846. 
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Joint Resolation to provide for the issuing ofa patent to 
Timothy Carpenter. 
And Joint Resolution for the relief of Allen Kellough. 


ream 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance made 
the following report. 


The committee on Finance to which was referred, “a bill to 
be entitled an act authorizing the appointment of aFiscal agent 
and for the better security of the revenue, have considered the 
subject, and instructed me to report the bill back to the Senate 
and recommend iis passage, without the Senates amend- 
ments. 


— 


Mr. Gage, Chairman of the committee on counties and 
county boundariesto which was referred abill to be entitled 
an act to change the northern boundary line of Limestone 
county, reported the same back to the Senate and recommend- 
ed its passage. l 


aaa i 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report. 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration “a 
report of the committee on Private Land Claims,’ made n 
the “petition ofJames A. Mason in behalfof the widow and 
heirs of John Joseph Odenath,” and 

“A bill for the relief of William K. Melton,” and a majority 
of the committee have instructed me to report as follows: 

The parties above named obtained certificates for land, it 
seems, the one from the board of Commissioners of Harris 
county, the otherfrom the board of commissioners of Sabine 
County, which were subsequently, either rejected, or not re- 
commended for patent by the tribunal established to detect 
fraudulent land certificates, &c. The parties suffered the 
*meallowed by the constitution to institute suit in such cases, 
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to expire without doing any thing to secure their rights, and 
hence, say the committee, their claims are barred, and the 
Legislature cannot afford relief. 

The object of the Senate in referring the report aforesaid ta 
the Judiciary committee, was to obtain, it is supposed, from 
said committee, an opinion to the correctness of the conclu- 
sion aimed at, and given by the committee on Private Land 
Claims, upon the 2d section of the 11th article of the constitu- 
tion. 

The majority of the Judiciary committee do not acquiesce 
entirely, at least inthe opinion given by the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, in relation to the meaning and effect of 
the second section of the 11th article of the constitution. The 
langnage of the constitution is, “that the District Courts shall 
be opened until the first day of July one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty seven, for the establishment of certificates for 
head rights, not recommended by theCommissioners appointed 
under the act te detect fraudulent land certificates, &c. The 
majority of the committee are inclined to believe that the 
clause of the constitutition in question, relates alone to the cer- 
tificate, and may not intend to take away or destroy the right 
or claim out of which the certificate originated. 

the many certificates rejected or not recommended 
for patent by the investigating boards of Commissioners, and 
upon which suit has not been instituted as required by the 
Constitution, there are, itis likely, many cases of undonbted 
merit, the parties to which, are as justly enfitled to land, as 
any to whom land has been given and secured. 

The majority of the committee are not disposed to think that 
it was the intention of the framers of the constitution to inflict 
suchan injury upon meritorious claimants, as it is supposed 
wouldin many cases be inflicted by the confirmation of the 
decision of the committee on Private Land Claims. They think 
the certificate alone the object aimed at by the Constitution. 

If the position assumed by the majority of the committee be 
the correct one, it would seem that the Legislature has power 
and authority to grant relief in the premises—admitting that the 
claim is not barred, and that the Legislature is authorized to in- 
terpose in behalf of the unfortunate. The committee do not say 
that it would be politic to exert it. This question, however, 
they do not intend here to discuss. 

There is another question presented in the report of the com. 
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mitee an Private Land Claims, viz.: “That a lien exists by 
cre compact of annexation, in favor of the creditors of the late 
Republic. upon the Pablic Domain.” 

The committee do not think it necessary to give an opinion 
voon this question. It is a separate and distinct question from 
je one first presented in said report, and so far as the cases, 
which elicited the report from the committee on Private Land 
Claims are concerned, are not requiring examination. They 
‘herefore decline the expression of an opinion upon the subject. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Jadiciery, made 
the following reports: ` 


The Jadiciary commitiee have considered a bill referred to 
them entiied an aet supplemental to an act io organize the 
Supreme Court of Texas, anc a majority of seid commitiee have 
Surecied me to repart :— 


That, aithough the bill proposes the incorporation of a new 
principie or at inte oir aea oret least establishes a pow- 
er. the existence of which is now considered doubiful, they see 
no reason to apprehend evil from its operation, guarded and 
restricted as the power is by the bill. They suppose that cases 
“night arise which would render the possession of the power 
conferred ny the bill upon the Supreme Court, proper and ex- 
pedient It isieft entirery within the discretion a rar a 
to exercise or not the authority given under the circumstamces 
etevery case, and it is believed that such a discretion will nev- 
er = gras while we hare an intelliceat, independent and hon- 
est ilary. 

The Bill is herewith returned. and by the majority of the com- 
mittee commended to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Cael 


The Judiciary committee have had under consideration “az 
act io repeal the fourth section of an act requiring the Com- 
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missioner ofthe General Land Office to issue patents upon un- 
conditional headright certificates for land, approved May 12th, 
i346 ;” and “a jomt resolution Instructing our Senators, and 
requesting our Representatives in Congress to use their efiorts 
to have a law passed to extend the jurisdiction of Texas over 
one-half of the water of Sabine Pass, lake and river, and have 
instructed me to return said bill and joint resolation to the 
Senate, and recommend their passage.” 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


omnia’ 


Miz. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 


È 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the “memorial of Samuel A. Maverick,” after the examination 
al its contents, direct me to make the following report: 

Before the Declaration of Texian Independence, the Govern- 
ment of Coahuila and Texas granted to sundry individuals, 
concessions, amonuting to five leaguesand four labors of land, 
which came into the hands of said Maverick as purchaser. In- 
1539, ihe Board of Land Commissioners for Bexar county, 
granted him as assignee Certificates thereon. There being no 
law toanthorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue patents on such certificates, application is made fo the 
Legislatere for relief. Not knowing why the late Government 
of ‘Texas omitted to make provisions to recognize claims of this 
kiad, what amount exists, or under what cireumstances they 
were granted, they do notfeel it to be their duty to recommend 
the reliefasked for, without more time to enquire into the mat- 
ter than they now have at this late day of the session. The 
memorial is therefore returned to the Senate, with the request 
that the committee be discharged from its further consideration. 

8. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 


Si 


- Mr. Bourland, chairman of the committee on Publie Lands, 
made. the following report: . 
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The committee on Pubiic Lands, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution fr the relief of the heirs or legal representatives 
of R. G. Hall, deceased, have had the same under consideration, 
and beg leave to return the same to the Senate for their action, 
and beg to be discharged from its further consideration. 


Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following report: 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
* An act regulating estrays,” have instructed me to report the 
same with the folowing amendments : 

Amendment 1— 

In sec. 1, line 19, strike ont the word “requisites” and in- 
sert the word “ provisions.” 

Amendment 2d— 

Tn sec. $, line 6, after the word “colt” insert the word “mule.” 

Amendment 3d— 

in sec. 15, lines 10 and 11, strike out the word “authority” 
and insert the word * jurisdiction.” 

Amendment 4ih— 

In sec. 14, line 5, strike out the word “authority” and insert 
the word * jurisdietion.” 

Amendment 5th— ; 

in sec. 15, line 7, sirike out the ward “authority” and insert. 
the word * jurisdiction.” i 

Amendment 6th— 

In see. 16, in line 5, strike ont the words “of detinue or tro- 
ver and conversion,” and insert the word “ therefor,’ and te- 
commend the adoption of the amendments, and the passage of 


the bili as amended. is 
JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Mr. K by leave, introduced a es to a entitled an 
aet supplementary to an act to regulate the Publie Printing, a 
proved March St, 1848. = 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Willamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was further suspen- 
aed, Sill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Abbott, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act, 
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supplementary io an act, to regulate the Public Printing, ap- 
proved March 8, 1848. 


Read first time, and 

‘On motion of Mr. Abbott, the rule was suspended, 

Bill read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Abbott, the rule was further suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, joint resolution authorizing 
and requiring the Comptroller of Public Accounts to issue war- 
rants paying A. B. Gray fer services in running and marking 
the Eastern Boundary Line of Texas, was taken up, and pass- 
edto a third reading. 


Mr. Williamson moved to amend by striking out “ Auditor” 
and inserting “ Compitroiler” in second section. 


Adopted. 
Gn motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended. 
Bill read third time and passed. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had adopted the report 
of the committee of Conference on the following bills, viz: 

A bil to be entitled an act to define the times of holding 
elections for the several State and county officers, and for Rep- 
resentatives tothe United States Congress; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize Justices’ Courts, and 
define the powers and jurisdiction of the same. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the vote of the Senate adopting a 
resolution to go into the election of a District Attorney for the 
Eleventh Judicial District, was reconsidered, and resolution 
laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the resolution of the House to go 
into the election ofa District Attorney for the Eleventh Judicial 
District, on Thursday next, at 11 o'clock, was adopted. 


e~ 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of a commitiee of Conference, made 
the following report: 
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To the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Re- 
presemiakives: ' 


The committee of Conference, to which was referred the 
amendment of the Senate to “ A bill to be entitled an act to de- 
fine the time of holding elections for the several State and 
county officers, and for Representatives to the United States 
Congress,” that was disagreed to by ihe House, have met and 
conferred together respecting said amendment, and they have 
agreed to recommend that the House agree to said amendment. 

The said committee have directed us to report the foregoing 
as the result of their conference, and ask that the same be con- 


eurred in. 
JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman oh part of the Senate. 
B. M. PEASE, 
Chairman on the part of the House of Rep. 
Which report was, on motion of Mr. Dancy, adopted. 


mater 


Mr. Dancy also made the following report: 


To the President of the Sencie and, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee of conference to which was referred the 
amendments of the Senate to“a bill to be entitled an act to or- 
ganize Justices’ Courts, and define the powers and jurisdiction 
of the same,” whichamendments were disagreed to by the Honse, 
have met and conferred freely respecting said amendments, and 
have agreed to recommend that the House shall agree to the 
amendments of the Senate to the ist section. Also that the 
House agree to the amendments of the Senate to the 11th sec- 
tion. They have also agreed to recommend that the two Hon- 
ses adopt the following amendments to section 64: 

In line 4, strike out the word “county,” and insert in lien 
thereof the words “precinct in the State.” 

In line 3, strike out the words “as nearly equal as may be,” 
and in the same line, after the words “Chief Justices,” insert 
the words “of their respective counties.” 
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They have also agreed to recommend that the two Houses 
adopt the following as an additional section : 


“Sec. 67. That ad ee after taking a stay, or an appeal ina 
Justice's Court, shall be entitled to a writ of certiorari, to re» 
move the eause to the District Court, and no writ of certiorari 
shall be granted by a Judge of the District Court, to remove a 
cause from a Justice's Court, unless the party applying for the 
same shall make an affidavit in writing setting forth sufficient 
cause to entie him io such writ, nor shell any such writ 
be granted after ninety days from the decision of the cause 
by the Justice of the Peace, and no such writ shall be is- 
sued unless ihe party applying shall first give bond withtwo or 
more sufficient sureties, payable to the adverse party, condition- 
ed in the same manner as in appeals to the District Courts, 
which bond shall be approved by the Clerk of the District 
Court, and together with the affidavit shall be filed in his office, 
and upon service of such certiorari being made on the Justice of 
the Peace, he shall make out a certified copy of the entries in 
the cause on his docket, and transmit the same with the original 
papers to the District Court on or before the first day of the term 
next thereafter, and the case may be reviewed and tried de novo, 
and if the judgmentbe affirmed, ten per cent. damages shall be 
eae and judgment rendered against all the obligors in such 
bond. 


The said committee have directed us to report the foregoing f» 
as the result of their conference, and ask the concurrence of the ~ 
two Houses. 

JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. 
E. M. PHASE, 


Chairman on part ofthe House. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the report was adopted. 
A bill to be entitled an act to festablish the method of trying 
“the right of property levied on under writs of execution, segues- 
tration. and attachment, where the sameis claimed by 2 person 
who is nota party to such suit; was 
Read third time. 


t 


Mr. Jewett moved to amend by siriking out the 3d section, 
and inserting as follows: 


“Provided, that in all such eases, if the property so claimed 
was taken from the possession of the claimant, then the burthen 
ot proofshell be upon the plaintiff in the original writ of exeen- 
tion, sequestration or attachment: butif the property so claim- 
ed was taken from the possession of any other person than 
such ciaimant, then the burthen of proof shall be upon such 
caimant.” 


Adopted. 

The bill was then passed. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

A bil to be entitled an act to detect fraudulent land certifi- 
extes, passed at tae Ath Congress ofthe Republic of Texas, was 
tcken up.and passed to a third reading. 

Qn motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate insisted on their amend- 
ment to a bill to be entitled an act to provide for the exchange 
of Books, Maps and Charts. A 

On motion of Mr. Jewett the Senate concurred in the amend- 
ment of the House to a bil to be entitled an det to provide for 
the election of Electors of President and Vice President of the 
United States. 

A bil to be entitled an actto incorporate the town of San 
Augustine. 

Read turd timeand passed. 


Mr. Gage, chairman of the committee on Counties and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled an 
act to create the county of Cooke, in honor of William G. 
Cooxe, reporied a substitute for the same, and recommended 
its adoption. 

On motion of “ir. Gage, the bill and report were taken up, 
and read. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, l 

The rule was suspended, : 

Bill read third time and passed. : 

A bil to be entitled an act prescribing the punishment for cut- 


- 
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ting down, carrying away ọr destroying trees or timber upon 
any land without the consent of the owner. 
third time. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend by inserting the word “know- 
ingly,” in 2d section. - 

Rejected. 

The bill then passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 


an act to restore lands sold for taxes, and bid in by the gov- 


ernment, to the former owners, approved April 27th, 1846. 

Read third time and passed. 

«A. bill to be entitled an act for the regulation of Pilots at the 
mouth of the Brazos river. ~~ 

Read third time. 

yi Williamson moved to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

ost. l 

The bill then passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Huntsville Male 
Tustitute. 

Read third time and passed. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 


The committee on Egrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, and found the same correctly engrossed, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an aet to regus 
iate the Public Printing, approved Sth March, 1848. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 11th section of an act 
supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, 
and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, approved 
Feb, dth, 1541: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of 
State to charge fees in certain cases ; 

A bill togbe entitled an act to authorize and require the Judg- 
es ofthe District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, for the 
trial of persons charged with the commission of crimes, the 
punishment of which is death: and a billto be entitled an act 
to prescribe the times of holding the courts in the 2d Judicial 
District of the State of Texas. 


Mr. Abbott, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported as correctly enrolled the following acts, viz.: 


Ses 


570 


An act for the relief of James P. Wallace and Robert M. 
‘Williamson : 

An act to incorporate Williamson Academy, in the county 
of Hays: and 

An act for the relief of Christopher Columbus Browning: 

And that that said acts were transmitted to the Governor on 
the 14th inst., for approval. 


A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of State 
to charge fees in certain cases. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the 
judges of the district courts to hold special sessions thereof, for 
the trial of persons charged with the commission of crimes, the 
punishment of which is death. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 11th section ofan 
act to detect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for is- 
suing patents tolegal claimants, approved 4th March, 1841. 

Read third time and passed. z 

Mr. Wallace moved to take up a bill to be entitled an actto 
establish the Harrisburg and Rio Grande Railway Company. 

Upon which motion the yeasand nays werecalled, and stood 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Dancy, Jewett, Fitzger- 
ald, Navarro, Perkins, Wallace, and Williamson—29. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Gage, Grimes,McRae, and 
Parker—6. a3 

So the bill was taken up and read. 

Mr. Brashear moved to amend the 2d section by striking out 
the following words, “Harrisburg or other convenient point on 
Buffalo Bayou or Galveston Bay,” amd inserting “any point on 
Galveston Bay, without the limits of Harris county.” 

Adopted. 

The amendment proposed by the committee, to strike out the 
Sth section, was adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Cuny, by leave, introduced a joint resolution requesting 
John C. Watrous to resign his office as Jadge of the United 
States’ District Court for the District of Texas. 

Read first time, and, - 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the rule was suspended, 
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Mr. Cany moved a further suspension of the rule. _ 

an Williamson moved to lay it on the table. 
st. 

On mofion of Mr. Gage, it was made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to raise a revenue by tax } 
ation, together with the report of the committee on Finance, | J 
offering amendments; was read, and report adopted. 

Mr. Perkins offered a substitute for the 8th section, which 
was adopted. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by AUE out “thirty” and in- 
serting “twenty.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Clark offered the following amendment: 

“Provided, That the farmers’ farming implements, and the 
mechanics’ tools shall not be required to be given in for tax- 
ation.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. Abbott offered the following E : 

“Provided, That all books, maps, charts and scientific and 
literary productions shall be exempt from taxation; and farther 
provided, that no books, maps, charts,scientific and literary pro- 
ductions that are held and used as merchandize, shall be ex- 
empt.” 

Rejected. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended; bill read 
third time and passed. 

A billto be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the 
County Courts, relating to oo and wards. 

Read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the descent and distri- 
bution of intestates estates, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend the caption, so as to read: “A 
bill to be entitled an act concerning intestates estates.” 

Adopted.” 

On motion of Mr. Wallace it was made the special order of 
the day, for Thursday next. 
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Qn motion of Mr. Abbott, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'- 
clock, P. AL 


3 o'clock, B. M, 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The vote which passed a bill to be entitled an act creating 
the county ef Coox, in honor of William G. Cooke, was recon- 

sidered. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend the bill by adding an additional 
section as follows: 

“Ses. 4. Beat further enacted, That the seat of Justice of 
said county shall be at the residence of Aaron Hill, in. said 
county, until otherwise provided by law.” 

AdSpte 


The bill then passed. 


Mr. Clars. chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


The Judiciary committee herewith return for the considera- 
ion of the Senate, “an act to provide for deductions from the 
Salaries of Judges of the Supreme a District Courts, and 
peer ttorneys of “his ‘State, who may neglect the perform- 

nee of certain duties assigned them by law.” 
thes propose that the words, cand Clerk of the Supreme 
Court. and Clerks of the District Courts,” be inserted after the, 
word “Attorneys” in the seeond Hne of the caption of said bill, 
and that ae word “and” between the words “courts and dis- 
tricts,” in second Jine of the caption, be stricken out.” 
EDWARD CLARE. 


Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for deductions from 
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the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, 
_and District Attorneys of this State, who may neglect the per- 

formance of certain duties assigned them by law, together 
with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering 
amendments, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the report, by striking out the 
words, “and Clerk’s of the District Courts.” 

Adopted. 

The report was then adopted. 

Mr. Perkins offered the following amendment: 

. “Provided the first Judicial district shall be exempt from the 
provisions of this act.” . i 

o RE moved to amend the amendment by inserting 
the 8th. l : 

Mr. Abbott moved to amend by inserting the 7th. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend by inserting the 4th Judicial 
District. 

All of which, Mr. Perkins accepted. 

= question was then taken on Mr. Perkins’ motion, and 

ost. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motionof Mr. Grimes, 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide forthe assessment and 
collection of Taxes, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 17th section, by inserting 
after the word “same” in 4th line, the following words “to the 
assessor and collector of faxes of the county in which he re- 
sides;” and by striking out all after the word “Comptroller,” in 
the 6th line, to the word “on” in the 8th line. 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The bill was laid on the table until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Galveston 
Steam Ferry, Freight and Towboat company, was taken up; 
and passed to a third reading. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills; 
reported as correctly engrossed, F 
_ A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado and 
Brazos Rail Road Company. l 
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A bill to be entitled an act supplementary fo an act, to pro- 
vide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of 
Texas, approved April 11th, 1846, together with the report of 
the committee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections, 
offering amendments thereto; was read and report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy the bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled an. act for the organization of new 
counties; was read. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment: 

“And further provided, that each of said new counties, until 
otherwise provided for by law, shali in regard to representa- 
tion, be and remain a part of the Representative district to 
which the county from which it was detatched belonged, ac- 
cording to the act of the present session of the Legislature ap- 


portioning the Reprasentatives of the different counties in this 
State.” 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, 

The bill and amendment were laid on the table until to- 
morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado and 
Brazos Rail Road Company, was 

Read third time. : 

The yeas and nays being called on its final passage, stood 
thus: 

Yxas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Dancy, Jewett, 
Fitzgerald, Navarro, Perkins, and Williamson—9. 
Nays—Messrs. Clark, Gage, Grimes, Parker and Wallace 
—d. ` 
@ So the bill was lost; two-thirds not having voted for its pas- 

sage. 

Joint Resolution for the reliefof Theodore D. Maltby, who 
was disabled for life in the service of his country; was read. 

Mr. Perkins offered the following amendments. 

After “Maltby,” in the caption, strike out “who was,” and 
insert “John Hervey and Nathaniel R. Mallon, who were.” 

In 3d line of the Ist section, after. “Maltby,” insert “John 
Hervey and Nathaniel R. Mallon each.” 

In the ist line of 2d section, add “s”-at the end of “survey,” 
and strike out “a” inthe last line of the 2d section, and insert 
“s” at the end of “patent.” 

Adopted. 


Mr. Wallace moved to amend by striking out “one league 
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and one labor of land,” and inserting “pension of one hundred 
dollars per annum for life.” 
_On motion of Mr. Gage, 
The bill and amendments were laid upon the table. 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Burleson for the bal- 
ance of the session. 
On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned. 


~. Wednesday, 9 o’clock, a. m. 
March 16th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names: 


Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins and Wallace. 


Quorum present. 


The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 

made the following report. 

` The Judiciary committee have had under consideration “an 
act to secure to the colonists of Fisher and Miller’s colony, the 
lands to which they may be entitled,’ and a majority of said 
committee have instructed, me to return said bill to the Senate 
with a substitute for the same, the adoption of which they re- 
commend. 

The majority ofthe committee are inclined to give those who 
emigrated to Texas under the contract made between Fisher 
and Miller and the President of the late Republic of Texas, the 
lands promised them by the terms of said contract and the 
conditions of the ordinance passed by the convention in rela- 
tion to colonization contracts, A. D. 1845. They have endea- 
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vored to incorporate into the substitute sufficient checks fand 
guards, and they do not thinkthat any injury canresult to the 
State from it, should it be the pleasure of the Legislature to 


pass it. 
EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


Mr. Daney, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following report: 


The committee on Affairs of State to whom was referred’ 

“A bili tobe entitled an act regulating marks and brands,” 
have examined the same and instructed me to report the bill 
to the Senate, with the following amendment. 

Strike out the fifth section; and recommend the adoption of 
the amendment and the passage of the bill as amended. 


Mr. Dancy also made the following report. 


The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“a bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons who set- 
tled in W. S. Peters and his associate's colony,” have instruc- 
ted me to report the bill to the Senate with the following 
amendments. 


Amendment first. 


Change the words “W. S. Peters and his associate’s Colo- 
ny” in the eaption so as to read thus. “The colony of W. S. 
Peters and his associates.” 


Amendment second. 


In Sec. 3d add to the first line the words “or certificates.” 

And in line 3d, of same section, strike out the words “the 
said certificate or certificates.” 

Andin line 9, same section before the words “land office” 
%; 5 the words Commissioner of the General.” 
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Amendment third. 


In sec. 7, strike out the lines 5, 6 and 7 and insert in lieu 
thereof the words “equally divided between the District Clerk 
and the District Attorney who shall defend the case, and it is 
hereby made the duty of the District Attorneys to attend to 
all cases on the part of the State. which may be brought in 
their respective districts, under the provisions of this act,” and 
recommend the adoption of the amendments and the passage 


of the bill as amended. 
JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman. 


et 


Mr. Parker, Chairman of the committee on claims and Ac- 
counts made the following report. 


The committee on Claims and Accounts to which was refer- 
red “A bill to provide for the ascertainment and adjustment of 
the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas, have examined 
the same and instructed me to report the bill back to the Sen- 
ate for its action, recommending the adoption of the . following 
amendment. 

Add at the end ofthe 5th section “provided, that in all cases, 
the expenses of surveying and patenting of lands taken by vir- 
tue of this actshall be paid by the owner.” s 


— 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance made 
the following reports. 


The committee on Finance to which was referred a bill ta 
be entitled an act to classify the debt of the late Republic of 
Texas, preparatory to its final redemption, ask leave to return ` 
the bill for the decision of the Serate. 

Your committee have not had time to give the subject the 
consideration its importance demands, and being desirousthat 
something should be done preparatory to the adjustment of the 
public debt they recommend it to the favorable consideration 
of the Senate. 


37 
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Mr. Grimes,.Chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
which was referred, 

A Joint Resciution appropriating one hundred dollars for the 
purpose of procuring a mapof Shelby county, returned the 
same back to the Senate for their action. 


Mr. Bourland, Chairman ofthe committee on Public Lands 
to whem was referred, 

“An act for the relief of Micheal Short, returned the same 
back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 


* 


—we 


Mr. Abbott, Chairman of thecommittee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported as correctly enroiied, 

An act to provide for the election of Electors for President 
and Vice President of the United States, and that said act was 
transmitted to the Governor on this day, for his approval. 


A n nes received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed the following 
bills and Soin Resolution which originated in the Senate— 
—yiz: , 

A bill to be entitled an act to uuthorize John H. Reagan and 
his associates to open and construct a turn pike road from the 
town of Buffalo on the Trinity river across the bottom to the 
high land on the west side in the direction of the town of Gor- 
sicana. 

we Joint Resolution for the relief of Alfred Johnson. 

lso, that the House had passed a bill tobe entitled an act 
to Sener for permanently fixing the seat of Justice of the 
county of Dailas, with an amendment. 


And that the House refused to concurin the amendment of 
the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act to establish the 
county seat of the county of Cameron. 


Also that the House had passed the following bills, viz: 
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A bill to be entitled anact making appropriations for the 
support of the Government for the years 1848 and 1849. 

And a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Seth Mar- 
vin. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


On motion of Mr. Perkins, 

_ Jeint Resolution for the relief of Theodore D, Maltby, was 
taken up. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Wallace, proposing to strike 
out “one league and one labor of land” and to insert “pensioa 
of one hundred dollars per annum, for ilfe. 

Was rejected. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governer, 
presenting a commusication in writing. 

Which was read, and . 


On motion of Mr. Gage, made the special order of the day fer 
to-morrow. | ` 


On motion of Mr. Gage; 

Joint Resolution for the relief of the heirs of Mark Noble, 
deceased, was taken up and read, and passed toa third read- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 
The rule was suspended, read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitleĝ an act supplementary to an act entl- 


tled an act to establish the Judicial Districts of the District 
Courts: 


Read second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on the 
Jadiciary. 
A bill tobe entitled an act to 
collection of Taxes. 
— Was read. : - 
Mr. Grimes moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday 
adopting an amendment io the 17th section. 
Upon which the yeas and nays were called—and stood thus. 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Dax- 
cy, Gage, Grimes, and Fitzgerald,—8. 


Navs—Messrs. Cuny, MeRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins and 
W allace—6. 


provide for the assesment and `} 
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So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. Perkins moved a call of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, 

The bill was made the special order of the day for to-mor- 
row. 

Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in Congressto use their efforts to have a 
law passed to extend the Jurisdiction of Texas over one halfof 
the water of Sabine pass, Lake and River. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Clark the rule was suspended; 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the fourth section of an 
act, requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue patents upon unconditional headright certifiates for 
land, approved May 12th, 18-46. $ 

Read and passed to a third reading, and 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate refused to concur in the 
amendment of the House to “A bill to be entitled an act to pro- 
vide for permanently fixing the seat of justice of the county of 
Dallas.” - 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the Senate refused to concur 
in the amendment of the House toa bill to be entitled an act to 
establish the county seat of Tameron county. 

Messrs. Fitzgerald, Navarro and Dancy were appointed a 
committee of conference on the above bill. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed a bill to be en- 
titled an act supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish 
the Judicial districts of the several district courts. 

Mr. Wallace moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday, re- 
fusing to pass a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Co- 
lorado and Brazos Railroad Company. 

i motion of Mr. Gage, the motion was laid upon the ta- 
ble. 

A bill to be entitled an act, making appropriations for the 


support of the Government for the years 1848 and 1849. 
Read first time, and 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the Committee on Finance. ° 
A bill to be entitled an act to apportion the Senators and Re- 
presentatives of the Legislature among the several counties of 
this State. 
vead first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time. i 

Mr. Wallace offered a substitute for the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill and substitute were re- 
ferred to.the Committee on Apportionment, Privileges and 
Elections. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to provide for the organization of 
new counties, 

Read second time, and, g 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Ap- 
portionment, Privileges and Elections. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to be entitled an act appro- 
priating certain fines and forfeiture’, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Dancy offered the following amendments— 

Strike out all of section 1 after the word “be,” in line 3, and 
insert in lieu thereof the words, “paid into the county treasury 
of the county, in which such fines and penalties may be imposed or 
forfeitures may take place, to be under the control of the county 
court.” 

In section 2d strike out “the word “above,” in the last line, 
and add to that line the words “by the county court.” 

Adopted. i 8 

The bill then passed toa third reading. : 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to be entitled an act regn- 
Png ferries, was taken up, and placed among the orders of 
the day. 

O aiai of Mr. Parker, a bill to be entitled an act to fix 
the times of holding the district courts in the ninth Judicial Dis- 
trict, was taken up and read, together with the report of the 
special committee, offering a substitute therefor. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 
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Joint resolution, requesting John C. Watrous i is 

office as Judge of the ‘United Sintes District C eit dente 
‘trict of Texas. . i 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Om motion of Mr. Navarro, a bill to be entitled an act to se- 
cure to the colonists of Fisher and Miller’s colony, the lands to 
which they may be entitled, was taken up and read, together 
with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering a 
substitute therefor. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. ; 
On motion of Mr. Jewett, a bill to be entitled an act for the- 
benefit of persons who settled in W. S. Peters and his asso- 
ciates’ colony, together with the report of the committee on 

State Affairs, offering amendments, was taken up and read. 

Report adopted. and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until 3 
g'c:eck, p. m. 


; 3 o'clock, P. M. 
Senate met; roll ealled; quorum present. 


Mr. Dancy, chairman of the eommittee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: 


‘The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
“ Joint resolutions relative to frontier protection, and the open- 
ing a national road from Galveston or Matagorda Bay, to the 
Pacific Ocean,’ and “Resolutions of the citizens of Fayette 
eounty on the same subjects,’ have maturely considered the 
same and instructed me to report: 


That the committee on Indian Affairs have made a report on 
the subject of frontier protection, and that the Senate has acted 
thereon, with regard to a national road from either of the bays 
mentioned, to the Rio Grande; it is properly a State project, 
and it would not be in accordance with our Democratic prin- 
ciples, to throw our influence into the scaie of the internal im- 
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provement party, by making requests which might induce them 
to believe that we wọuld go with them to carry out their 
schemes, if they would make it our interest to do so. From 
the Rio Grande to the Pacific the project is truly national, and 
the United States should open the road as soon as a survey 
of the country can be made and the best route ascertained. 
This would afford the people of the Southern States facilities 
for communicating with their countrymen on the Pacific, across 
a territory which has fallen into the hands of the United States 
by the fortunes of war. It will cause the settlements on the 
western coast of America to advance much more rapidly than they 
can do without such a road as we desire to see opened. The 
outlay would be but a trifle when compared to the results of such 
an improvement, The establishment of a line of posts from 
Red River to the Rio Grande as already recommended to -the 
Senate, and the completion of a road from the station on the 
Rio Grande to the Pacific would secure a regular intercourse 
between the citizens on the navigable waters of the Mississippi 
and the Californias. Believing that the United States Congress 
will, ata glance, see the importance of the work to the coun- 
try, the committee have agreed to report a joint resolution by 
way of substitute and recommend its adoption, and passage as 


adopted. 
JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 


Which report was adopted, and 

Joint resolution, relating to a national road from the Rio 
Grande to the Pacific. 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to detect fraudulent land certifi- 
cates, passed at the fifth Congress of ihe Republic of Texas. 

Read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for deductions from 
the salaries of Judges of the Supreme and District Courts and 
District Attorneys of this State, who may neglect the perform- 
ance of certain duties “assigned them by law. 

Read third time. 

Mr. Perkins moved the indefinite postponement of the bill, 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Cuny, Fitzgerald and Perkins—t. 
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Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parkerand Wallace—11. 

Lost. 

The Bill then passed. : 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the 
county courts, relating to guardians and wards. 

Read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent burning the woods and 
prairies, passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 


The Finance committee, to which was referred “a bill to be 
entitled an act requiring the Attorney General to attend to cer- 
tain causes in the District Courts, and providing compensation 
for the extra services required,” have had the subject under con- 
sideration. 

Impressed with the importance of having the interests of the 
State ably managed in the, District Courts, where all suits 
emanate, where rights and interests of vast importance to the 
State are involved. Your committee report the bill and re- 
commend it to the favorable consideration of the Senate, with 
the following amendments: 

In sec. 1, line 2, strike out “ John W. Harris.” 

In sec. 2, line 3,,strike out “said John W. Harris, the.” 

Report adopted. 


Mr. Dancy moved to amend by adding an additional sec- 
tion— 

Section 3d. That the certificates which may be issued in 
compliance with the provisions of this act shall be conditional 
certificates, and patents shall not be issued thereon, until the 
services herein specified shall be rendered, after which time un- 
conditional certificates may be issued in lieu of such condi- 
tional certificates: Provided, That such uncouditional, certifi- 
cates may be issued in proportion to the services rendered : 
And, provided further, That locations made by virtue ofsuch 
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conditional certificates, shall be valid so far as to be protécted 
against other locations, until the services be rendered, or until 
further action by the Législature.” 

Adopted. ons ay 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to give each corporate county in 
this State, its own county surveyor, map and records, was 
read. 

Mr, Jewett moved to amend by inserting after “May” in 
first section, “ if the court deem it inexpedient.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Fitzgerald offered the following amendment: i 

“ Provided, That the Land District composed of the coun- 
ties of San Patricio and Nueces be exempted from the provis- 
ions of this act. 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rale was suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed 

A billto be entitled an act to amend the lith section ofan 
act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, 
and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants. 


& bill to be entitled an act providing for the payment of ju- 
rors, was read, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the-boundaries of Co- 
mal county, together with the report of the Committee on Coun- 
ties and County Bountfaries, offering amendments thereto, was 
read, and report adopted. ` 

ee motion of Mr, Navarro, the bill was indefinitely post- 

oned. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section ofan 
act, supplementary to an act, regulating the sale of runaway 
slaves, approved Januaryjoth, 1841, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the motion to reconsider the vote 
which refused to pass a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate 
the Colorado and Brazos Railroad Company, was taken up, 
and vote re-considered. 
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The yeas and nays were then called on the final passage of 
the bill and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, Fitzgerald, 
Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins and Wallace—10. 


Nays—Messrs. Clark, Gage, Grimes and Parker—4. 
So the bill passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cherokee Academy, 
in the town of Rusk, in the County of Cherokee, together with 
the repert of the committee on Education thereon, offering 
amendments, was read. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed, by the following vote : 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Fitzgerald, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins 
and Wallace—ti4, 


Naya—None. 


A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company tochange the plan ofa certain block of lots in the 
city of Galveston, and authorizing the city and county authori- 
ties to use one of the public squares of said city for city and 
county buildings. f 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Michael Short was taken up. 

Read, and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved that additions be made to the commit- 
tee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the Senate adjourned. 


` 
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Thursday, 9 o'clock, å. M. 
March 16th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 


The following Senators answered to their names: 


Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 


Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, and Wallace. 


Quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
was referred a joint resolution for the relief of Ford and Croni- 


can, reported the same back to the Senate and recommended 
its passage. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on Education, made. 
the following report: . 


Committee Room, 


March 16th, 1848. 


Hon. Jonn A. Greer, `! 
President of the Senate: 


The committee on Education have had under consideration 
« A bill to be entitled an act for the establishment of “ Free Pub- 
lic Schools,” and herewith return the same to the Senate, and 
recommend that it be postponed for the present. ~ 

In making this recommendation, the committee would not 
be regarded as being indifferent upon the subject of Education— 
wanting in a proper appreciation of its value and importance, 
or as condemning the bill under consideration. On the con- 
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trary, they are anxious to see an efficient system of public in- 
struction established in Texas. 

They are convinced of the necessity and benefit of a general 
diffusion of intelligence, both as regards the happiness of the 
people, and the prosperity and safety of the State, and are pleas- 
ed to find in the bill many provisions seemingly well calculated 
at least to seeure to the growth of the country a good practical 
Education, were it to become a law. Governments founded 
like ours, in intelligence, are suited alone to an enlightened and 
educated people. Education is very properly a subject of legis- 
lation. ‘The State is ng less interested in an extension of 
knowledge than its citizens, considered apart and dissolved 
from their political relations with the State. The permanency 
of our free institutions depends upon the education of the chil- 
dren of our country; and if the perpetuation of free Govern- 
ments, dependant as they are admitted to be, upon general in- 
formation and knowledge, he an object dear to man, it is one of 
the first and most sacred duties of the Legislator, to direct his 
views and efforts to the production of some plan of general in- 
struction, which will accomplish their security. With us every 
citizen is authorized to investigate the affairs of State, and 
to aspire to, and hold any office known to the laws; and in or- 
der to fally understand and properly employ the privilege in 
either instance with advantage to the public, it is certainly ne- 
cessary that we should be suiliciently informed to comprehend 
the powers weexert. By right of sovereignty, the people have 
all political power in their hands, and if the knowledge neces- 
sary for a judicious exercise of it be neglected, we may neither 
expect a happy condition of society, or a long continuance of 
our rights. 

The obligation of Government to provide means for the edu- 
cation of its subjects, arises not alone, however, from considera- 
tions of safety to the State. The happiness of the human family 
depends entirely, perhaps, upon the enlightenment of the hu- 
man mind. 

If this be true it is the duty of the law-making power to legis- 
latew ith a view to the happiness of the people aside from 
any political considerations whatever. Hence, those upon 
whom devolves the responsibility of framing the laws, have but 
half discharged their obligations when they have prescribed 
rules for the government of individuals. 

It has been well observed, “that the most efficient laws, are 


589 


those which control by the influence of enlightened principles; 
without this principle, vivified by the touch of education, there 
can be no peace in the community, and no morals in society. 
By the probation, which it imposes upon every one, to become 
a good and useful citizen, it contributes to the abatement of the 
vices, which deform the body social; dignifiesthe plainness of 
Republican morality—exalts the character of private worth— 
fosters the developement of pablic virtue—checks the inroads 
of grasping cupidity, and in the opening which it affords for 
every social merit, opens a source of general prosperity. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing reflections, the committee 
are fearful that itis too early to attempt a plan of free schools 
for the State. Prompted by considerations of good for those, for 
whose particular interestthe Legislature is required to act in 
this behalf, they would suggest the propriety of inquiring into 
the operation and details of the policy of States where systems 
of free public instruction are established, before attempting 
one of our own origination. In all matters of life, and espe- 
cially those of great magnitude, we should be well satisfied of 
our ability to accomplish our desires, before we attempt their 
execution.” Failure is sometimes an auxiliary to success, gen- 
erally it isa very serious obstacle in its way. Ina community 
unacquainted with any mode of popular education, the majer- 
ity of whose members have been educated at institutions es- 
tablished and sustained by private and individnal means and 
generosity; Adopting the same course in the education of 
their own children, it must prove a matter of considerable dif- 
ficulty to fall upon a system of free public schools, which will, 
in its beginning, prove entirely successful. 

Texas has done, or at least manifested a disposition to do 
much for the eause of education. In the first days of her ex- 
istence, as an independent nation, while yet the dark cloud of 
war lingered in the horizon of her hopes and prospeets, and 
ere the soil of her memorable and glorious battle fields, had 
lost the moisture of her patriots blood, “freely spilled in free- 
dom’s cause,” she gave largely of her only wealth, to institu- 
tions of learning. In addition to lands given for purposes of 
education by the late Republic, the Convention which formed 
the Constitution of the State, provided other means for the dis- 
semination of intelligence among the people—at least one-tenth 
of the annual revenue of the State derived from taxation, is 
allowed tobe appropriated to the support of free schools, and 
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while the Legislature is required to establish them throughout 
the State, whenever deemed practicable, the power.is given to 
levy a tax upon property, to accomplish the object, indepen- 
dent of the fund obtained from the general revenue of the 
State. It would not be extravagant, perhaps, to remark, that 
no State has gone further in the way of liberal provision for 
the cause of education, and surely, ifthe amplitude of the do- 
nation, is any evidence of the donor’s appreciation of the object 
in view, Texas will stand second to none in the value which 
she attributes to knowledge. 

The school fund now in the Treasury, is small, and if dis- 
tributed among the several counties, would be to each, or to 
some at least, a sum too small to be of any service. The bill 
does not command the share of each county to be drawn from 
the State Treasury, but leaves it to the counties to determine 
whether they will receive it, and ifnot taken it remains to the 
credit of the county. Itis natural for us to receive whenever 
any thing is offered, and so strong and universal is this princi- 
ple of our nature, that we scarcely ever refuse even the shad- 
ow of a treasure. The committee suppose that the most, if 
not all of the counties, will apply for the portion of the school 
fand, to which they may be entitled, should the bill be passed, 
and if they should, and the plan of education established, 
should prove unsuccessful or abortive, a considerable sum of 
money will have been used to no advantage, and the cause it- 
self retarded. Manyof the counties may fail to organize un- 
‘der the law, but as has already been remarked, flattering 
temptations are seldom ever rejected, and the committee deem 
even the trifling dangers, (if they should be considered such,) 
which here cbstruct our way, another reason sustaining them 
in the recommendation they make in regard to the bill. 

To the Legislature, has been committed the care and direc- 
tion of the means provided for the education of the youth of 
the country. The trust is one of sacred and responsible char- 
acter, and should prove a subject of peculiar concern to those 
who are charged with its execution. If prudently managed 
and directed, if will become a source of great good and happi- 
ness to the whole State—but if on the other hand, it be incau- 
tiously and prematurely administered, the magnificent endow- 
ments of the Constitution and of the laws, will have been 
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made in vain, and an irreparable injury inflicted upon those 
who are to come after us. 
EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


A. message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills which originated in the Senate, viz: 


A bill to be entitled an actto prescribe the times of holding 
the courts in the second Judicial district of the State “of 
Texas. - 

A bill tobe entitled an act supplementary to an act to reg- 
ulate the public printing, approved March 8th, 1848. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the times of holding the 
District courts in the fifth, sixth and eighth Judicial districts. ° 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to reg- 
ulate the public printing, approved March 8th, 1848. 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate to the following bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the method of trying 
the right of property levied on under writs of execution, se- 
questration and attachment, when the same is claimed by 
a person who is not a party to such writ: 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the exchange of 
books, maps and charts. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the regulation of piiots at the 
mouth of the Brazos river. 


A bill to be entitled an act to raise a revenue by taxa-. 
tion, and : , 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of San 
Augustine. ‘ 

And refused to coneurin the amendments of the Senate to a 
bill to be entitled an act prescribing the punishment for cut- 
ting down, carrying away, or destroying trees or timber upon 
any land without the consent of the owner. 

Also, that the House had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
to create the county of Van Zandt. 

And Joint Resolution on the Proviso, Slavery, the Tariff, 


andwar against Mexico; originatingin the Senate, with a- 
mendments. 
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And had passed a bill to be entitled an act concerning pro- 
ceedings in the District Courts. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

Mr. Williamson was excused in consequence of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

Mr. Williams was also excused from attendance on the Sen- 
ate, in consequence of sickness. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning intestates estates, 
was read. a 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 4th section, by inserting 
after the word “intestate” in 16th line “without remainder to 
any person or persons.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 8th section by striking out 
“as” in 18th line and inserting “according to the value there- 

tof” $ 

Adopted. . 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 10th section by inserting 
in 2d line, after “woman,” “and die intestate” andfby inserting 
after “legitimate” in third line “and made capable of inherit- 
ing his estate}” and by inserting in-5th line, after “legitimate,” 
the following words, ‘‘and capable of inheriting the estates of 
the parties to such marriage, according to the sales prescribed 
in the 4th section of this act.” 

Adopted. = 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 1ith section in Ist and 2d 
lines, by striking out “or transmitting inheritance on the part 
of their mother,” and inserting “from and through their mother, 
and of transmitting estates.? 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 12th section, by inserting 
“intestate” after “dies” in 2d line. 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, 

? The rule was suspended; bill read third time and passed. 
| Abill to be entitled an act to provide for the assessment and 
collection of taxes. 

Question on the amendment proposed by Mr. Wallace to 
the 17th section, upon the adoption of which, the yeas and 
nays were called and stood as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Cuny, McRae, Parker, 
Perkins and Wallace—7. 
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Nayvs—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage. 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald and Navarro—9. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend by inserting at the end of the 
8th section, “Provided that in all new counties created at the 
present session of the Legislature, the taxes shall be assessed 
and collected in the county or counties from which the territory 
composing such new county was taken, until such new county 
is organized in conformity to law.” 

Adopted. i 

Mr. Perkins moved to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus : 

Yeas—Messrs. Cuny, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, and Wal- 
lace—5. : 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Parker—10. Lost. ” 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule was suspended. 

Bill rerd third time, and passed by the foll6wing vote 

Yess—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland,: Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro and Parker—10. 

WNars—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Fitzgerald, McRae, Per- 
kins, and Wallace—6. . 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committtee on Engrossed Bills 
reported as correctly engrossed, a joint resolution requesting 
John C. Watrous to resign his ofice as Judge of the United 
States’ District Court for the District of Texas. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the Senate concurred in the amend- 

ment of the House to “joint resolution on the Proviso, Slavery, 
the Tariff, and the war against Mexico.” 
+ On motion of Mr, Gage, the Senate insisted on their amend- 
ment to a bill to be entitled an act prescribing the punishment 
for cutting down, carrying away or destroying trees or timber 
upon any land without the consent of the owner. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, a committee of conference was ap- 
pointed on said bill. i 

Messrs. Gage, Jeweit and Daney were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

38 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate refused to coneur in.. 
the amendment of the House to a bill to be entitled an act to ' 
create the county of Van Zandt. 


A committee from the House informed the Senate that the 
House was ready, to receive the Senate in the Representative 
Hall, for the purpose of electing a District Attorney for the 11th 
Judicial District. 


On motion of Mr. Burleson, the Senate repaired to the 
House of Representatives for that purpose. 


— 


IN JOINT SESSION. 


Mr. Burleson nominated James W. Webb for District At- 
torney of the 11th Judicial District. 


Mr. Dancy nominated Mr. Benjamin E. Edwards. 


Upon calling the roll, the following Senators voted for Mr. 
‘Webb: j : 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cu- - 
ny, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Perkins, and 
Wallace—13. 


The following Senators voted for Mr. Edwards: 
Messrs. Dancy, Navarro and Parker—3. 


On the part of the House, Mr. Webb received 46 votes. Mr. 
Edwards received 3 votes. ` 


Mr. Webb having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared by the Speaker of the House duly and constitutional- 
ly elected District Attorney for the 11th Judicial District for 
the term of two years. ' 


The Senate returned to their chamber. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Theodore D. Maltby, John 
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Hervey and Nathariiel R, Mallone, was read third time and pass- 
ed by the following vote; 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker 
and Perkins—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Dancy and Wallace—2. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the payment of 

rors. 
us On motion of Mr. Wallace, referred te a select committee. 

Messrs. Wallace, Grimes and Jewett were appointed said 
committee. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

A. bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Jeffer- 
son, was taken up, together witk the report of the committee 
on State Affairs, offering amendments thereto,and read. 

Report adopted. l 
< Mr. Wallace moved to amend by inserting the words “by 
ballot” after the word “vote,” in 3d line of 3d section. 

Adopted, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended, 

Bill read third timeand passed. 

On motion of Mr. Navarro, a bill to be entitled an act to ge- 
cure to the colonists of Fisher & Miller’s colony, the lands to 
which they map be entitled, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend by striking out “two dollars” in 
10th section, and inserting “one dollar.” 

Rejected. 


The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

On motion af Mr. Cuny, the previous question was called. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the vote calling for the previous 
question was reconsidered. 

Mr. Dancy moved te amend the bill by inserting at the end 
of the first section, “Provided, that nothing contained in this 
bill shall be construed to place the contractors of said colony in 
a better condition with regard to the State of Texas, than they 
would be in if this bill had not been passed.” 

Adopted. 


The yeas and nays were then called on the final passage 
of the bill, and stood thus : 
Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, 
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Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Perkins 
and Wallace—13. 
Nays—Messrs. Abbott and Clark—2, 
So the bill passed. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Harrisburg and 
Rio Grande Railroad Company: and 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons who 
settled in the colony of W. S. Peters and his associates: cor- 
rectly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

A bill to be entitled an’ act for the benefit of persons who 
settled in the colony of W. S. Peters and his associates, was 
taken up: 

Read third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Cuny, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
2 o'clock, p. m. 


Half-past 2 o'clock, p. m. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Joint resolution requesting John C. Watrous to resign his 
office as Judge of the United States District Court of the Dis- 
trict of Texas, read, and um 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, made the special order of the day 
‘or to-marrow. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Michael Short, 
was taken up. 

Read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House concurred in the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the 4th, 10th and 11th sections ofa bill 
to be entitled an act to regulate the descent and distribution of 
intestates’ estates; and refused to concur in the Ist and 3d 
amendments to the 10th section. 
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Also refused to concur in the amendments to the 12th sec- 
tion. 


Also that the House refused to concur in the amendments to 
the caption. 


The Senate receded from their first and third amendments to 
the tenth section: 


Also, from their amendment to the twelfth section : - 

Also, from their amendment to the caption of bill to be 
entitled an act to regulate the descent and distribution of intes- 
tate estates. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


In view of thé near approach of the day set for the finalad- 
journment of the Legislature, and the great length of the bill to 
be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the County Courts, 
relating to guardians and wards, a majority of the Judiciary 
committee have authorized me to report said bill back for the 
action of the Senate. 

Having examined the bill with some degree of care and at- 
tention. The undersigned would remark that he is prepared to 
vote for its passage. He thinks some of the amendments pro- 
posed to and referred with the bill are good, but heis not an- 
thorized to advise their adoption, the bull not having been con- 


sidered in committee. 
EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 


Conana 


A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Hn Con- 
ner to Hn Yalentine Dalton and to make him alawful keir ot 
Valentine T, Dalton, 

Read first time. 

Mr. Brashear moved to suspend the rule that the bill might 
be read second time. 

Lost. 


a bill to be entitled an act to reguiate the killing of neat 
cattle. a 


Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 
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an act to establish the Judicial Districts of the several District 
Courts. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear. 

A bill to be entitled an aet supplemental to am act entitled 
an act supplemental to an act to organize the Supreme Court 
of Texas, was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr, Abbott, the rule was suspended: 

Bill read third time and passed. | 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate thatthe House insist on, their amend- 
ments to a bill to-be entitled an act to provide for perma- 
nently fixing the seat of Justice ofthe county of Dallas, and 
had appointed, 

Messrs. Lott, Winkler and Davis of R., a committee of con- 
ference on the part of the House on said bill and request a like 
committee on partofthe Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

A committee of conference was appointed om part of the 
Senate. ; 

Messrs. Gage, Parker and Cuny were appointed said com- 
mittee. P 

On motion of Mr Cuny, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Milam Liberal In- 
stitute was taken up and passed to a third reading, and 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, rule was suspended: 

Bill read third time and passed by the following vote. 

Yxras—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, , Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Per-. 
kins and Wallace—14. 

Nays—None. 

Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed, 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Attorney General 
to attend to certain causes in the District Courts, and provi- 
ding compensation for the extra services rendered. 

And a Joint Resolution relating to a National road from the 
Rio Grande to the Pacific. 


A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing: 
Which was read, and 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, made the special order of the day- 
for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, - 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1848 was 
taken up. , 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, 

The Senate concurred in the amendment ofthe House to 
the above bill. ~ 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Houston Ly- 
ceum. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, - 

The rule was suspended, 

Bill read third time and passed by the following vote. 

Yreas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins and Wallace—15. 

Nays—None. 

A message was received from the House of Representa- 
tives, informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to 
be entitled an act regulating fees of office. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode of estab- 
lishing the liabilities of drawers and endorsers of bills of ex- 
change and promissory notes was taken up; 

On motion of Mr. Wallace made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Cn motion of Mr. Dancy, 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Attorney General 
to attend to certain causes in the District Courts, and provi- 
ding compensation for the extra services required. 

Was taken up and read third time. _ 

p Mr. Wallace moved the indefinite postponement of the 
ill. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Clark, the bill was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 18th section of an 


act to incorporate the city of Austin, approved lith May, 
1846. 


Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Brashear the rule was suspended. 


G00 


Read second time and referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Burleson, Brashear and Jewett were appointed 
said committee. 

Joint resolution appropriating one hundred dollars for the 
purpose of procuring a map of Shelby county. ` 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, 


The rule was suspended, 
Bill read third time and passed. 


Mr. Dancy; Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following report. 


The committee on affairs. of State, to whom was referred, 
“A bill to be entitled an act to require all land titlesto be re- 
corded in the county where the land lies,” after examining the 
same have instructed me to report a substitute therefor, and 


recommend the adoption of the substitute and the passage 
thereof. 


A bill to be entitled an act regulating fees of office. 
Read first time. 


. On motion of Mr. Wallace, the rule was suspended. 
Bill read second time and referred tothe committee on the 
Jadiciary. 


On motion of Mr. McRae the Senate adjourned. 


Friday,’9 o'clock, a. m. 
March 17th, 1848. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names: 


Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
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Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker 
Perkins and Wallace. 


Quorum present. 
The Journal ef the preceding day wasread and adopted. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the commitiee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred, 

“A bill to be entitledan act supplementary to an act enti- 
tled an act to establish the Judiciai districts of the District 


Courts,” returned the same to the Senate and recommended its 
passage. 2 


Mr. Clark, also made the following report. 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred “an act 
regulating fees of office,” have directed me to return it for 
the action of the Senate with the following proposed amend- 
ments. 

First. Jn last line of second section, strike out the word 
“exceeding” before the word “five” and insert the words “af- 
ter the first.” 


Second. Between the 47th and 45th lines of 8th section, in- 
sert “for each mile travelled in going to serve all writs of ci- 
tation, sequestration, attachment or subpoena; and also for 
serving copies of interrogatories. five cents.” 

Third. Between the 44th and 45th lines of 8th section, in- 
sert “for keeping prisoners, fifty events per day. to be approved 
by the county Court, and to be paid out of the Treasury of the 
county, where the prisoner committed the crime.” 

4th. Strike out the 16th section. 


Some of the committee think the fees allowed all officers by 
the bill in seme instances too large, but as they have not had 
sufficient time to give the bill a strict and thorough examina- 
tion, they have forborne to make any other amendments than 
the ones reported. : 
EDWARD CLARK, 

Chairman. 
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Mr. Gage, Chairman ofa committee of conference on the 
part of the Senate, made the following report. 


To the President of the Senate, 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee of conference, on the “aet prescribing the 
punishment for cutting trees or. timber upon any land without 
the consent of the owner,” have agreed, with one dissenting 
voice, (the chairman on the part of the Senate) that the Sen- 
ate recede from its amendment, and recommend the following 
amendments. 


Insert in section second, after the words “person shall” the 
words “wilfully and knowingly” and add to the end of same 
section, the words, “provided, the imprisonment shall not ex- 
ceed ninety days.” 

And ask the concurrence of the two Houses to the same.— 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


G. GAGE, Chairman 
on part of the Senate. 


GUY M. BRYAN Chairman 
ou part of the House of Representatives. 
Which report was adopted. 


Mr. Gage, also made the following report. 


The committee of conference to whom was referred “an act 
to provide for fixing the seat of justice of the county of Dal- 
las,” have met and conferred upon the same, and agree that the 
House recede from their amendment, striking out the name of 
“William Jenkins,” and recommend striking out the name of 
“William J. Walker.” All of which is respectfully snbmit- 


ted. 
D. GAGE Chairman 
on part of the Senate. 
E.. LOTT, Chairman 
: on part of the House. 
Which report was adopted. ; 


603 


Mr. Jewett, from the committee on Apportionment, Privi- 
leges and Elections, made the following reports: 


The undersigned, from the committee on Apportionment, 
Privileges and Elections, in the absence of the chairman and 
one other member, on account of sickness, report that they 
have considered the bill to apportion the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives of the Legislature among the several counties of the 
State, and with the following amendments recommend it to the 
favorable action of the Senate. 


ist amendment— 
After the word “Burleson” in section 3, 19th line, inser 
* Williamson.” 


2d amendment— 
Add to the end of section third these words “and the county 
of Santa Fe, shall be entitled to one Representative.” 


od amendment. 

Add another section to follow section third, as follows: 

“ Be it further enacted that any new counties not herein enu- 
merated, and otherwise provided for, shall form parts of the Se- 
natorial and Representative districts, from which the whole or 
a greater portion of such counties may have been created. 


Ath amendment— 
Change the number of section 4th to section 5th. 


HENRY J. JEWETT, 
EDWARD BURLESON, 


š , For the Committee. 


Mr. Jewett also made the following report : 


i oag En i : 

The undersigned from the committee on Apportionment, 
Privileges and Elections, report that they have considered the 
amendments to the apportionment bill, offered as a substitute to 
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the bill which has passed the House, and was referred to your 
committee. 

The substitute proposes a Senatorial basis of nineteen Sena- 
tors, and an additional Senator for Santa Fe, and for the House, 
a basis of forty nine members, and one additional member for 
Santa Fe. 

With this statement of the provisions of the substitute, the 
same is submitted for the action of the Senate. 

HENRY J. JEWET, 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
E Of the Committee. 


al 
> 


A message was received from the House of Representa- 
tives, in forming the Senate, that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bilis, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Galveston Ma- 
nufacturing Company. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the seat of 
justice of Calhoun county. 

A bil to be entitled an act to incorporate the Goliad statisti- 
cal society. 

A billto be entitled an act to provide for the collection of the 
arrearages of taxes due on property assessed under the laws of 
the late Republic of Texas. 

A bill to be entitled an act to anthorize and require the Go- 
vernor to employ counsel to represent the State in suits and 
pctions, wherein the State may be interested, that may be taken 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Also, that the House had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
regulating fees to be charged by the Secretary of State, Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, Comptroller, Treasurer, 
and Adjutant General,” asa substitute for “a bill originating in 
the Senate, to be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to charge fees for business done in his 
office, where the State is not concerned.” 

Also, that the House had adopted the substitute of the Se- 
nate for a bill to be entitled an act creating the county of Cooke, 
and had adopted the substitute of the Senate, for a bill to be 


entitled an act to fix the times of helding the district courts in 
the ninth Judicial district. 


~~ 
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And that the House had receded from their amendments to 
a bill to beentitled an act to create the county of Van Zandt. 

And also, had passed a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
and requite the judges of the district courts to hold special ses- 
sions thereof, for the trial of persons charged with the commis- 
sion of crimes, the punishment of whichis death, which origi- 
nated in the Senate. 


The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 


Joint resolution, requesting John C. Watrous to resign his 
office as Judge of the United States District Court, for the 
District of Texas. 

Read third time. 

Mr. Cuny presented two several legal opinions of John C. 
Waitrous, in regard to certain tracts of land, which said opi- 
nions were dated in Philadelphia, one on the 27th August, 
1845, and the other on the 29th April, 1846, which were read. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend the preamble, by striking out 
“has become apparent,” and inserting “is believed.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking out “has violated his 
duty as a judge and,” in ninth and tenth lines, and inserting “it 
is believed.” 

Adopted. : 

Mr. Cuny moved to amend the preamble, by striking out all 
after the word “has,” in third line, to the word “while,” in 
same line, and by striking out all after the word “he,” in seventh 
line to the word “has,” in eighth line. 

Adopted. : 

Mr. Wallace moved to strike out the whole preamble. 

Lost. ` : 

The joint resolution then passed. : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Hn Con- 
ner to Hn Valentine Dalton, and to make him the lawful heir 
of Valentine T. Dalton, was read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to entitled an act prescribing the mode of establish- 
ing the liabjlities of drawers and endorsers of bills of exchange 
and promissory notes, was read and passed to a third reading, 


g6 - 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. } 

A message was received from the House of Representa- 
tives, informing the Senate that the House had adopted the re- 
ports of the committee of conference, on a bill to be entitled an 
act to provide for fixing the seat of justice of the county of Dal- 
las, and on a bill to be entitled an act prescribiag -the punish- 
ment for cutting down, carrying away or destroying trees or 
timber upon any land, without the consent of the owner. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the 
county courts, relating to guardians and wards, was read. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend the Ist section, by striking out 
all after the word “ estates,” in third line from the bottom. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the third section, by striking 
out all after “one” in sixth line, and inserting “for said mì- 
nor.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 12th section, by striking eut 
“appointment” in third and fourth lines, and inserting “guar- 
dianship,” and in eighth line, same section, by striking out “ap- 
pointment” and inserting “guardianship.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 18th section, by striking 
out “like manner as,” in fifteenth and sixteenth lines, and ir- 
sertiug “in the manner prescribed by law.” 

Adopted. 

Mr, Wallace moved to amend the 19th section, by inserting 
éhe words ‘against the minor” after “conclusive,” in third 


e. 

Adopted. . 

Mr Wallace moved to amend the 2ist section, by inserting 
eee p legal” after ordinary,” in second line. 

ejected, 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the 24th section, by inserting 
“or may have been” after “be,” in third line, and by inserting 
- “upon giving bord and security as herein provided for guar- 
dians of estates,” after “shall,” in third line. 

Adopted. 

hee Fitzgerald moved to strike ont the seventh section. 

ost, l 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, the bill was laid upon the table. 
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A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, joint resolution for the relief of 
C. B. Cogswell, was taken up. 

Read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended. 

Read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, joint resolution for the relief of 
the estate of Lieut. J. P. Lansing, deceased, was taken up, and 
read second time, and, 
~ On motion of Mr. Burleson, referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 


Mr. Wallace made the following report: 

The special committee, to whom was referred the “bill to be 
entitled an act providing for the payment of jurors,” have in- 
structed me to report the following amendments, to wit: 

In section 1, in second line, strike out “jurors shall each,” 
and insert “every juror shall.” 

In fourth line, strike out all after “court.” 

The committee recommend the adoption of these amend- 
ments, and the passage of the bill, when amended. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Dancy, the rule was suspended. 

Reportadopted and bill read, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the J udiciary, made 
the following report: 


The Judiciary Committee, to whem was referred “a bill 
making additional donations of land for the purposes of educa- 
tion,’ have considered the same, and the majority of said com- 
mittee have directed me to return it for the action of the Se- 
nate. 


Without inquiring into the power of the Legislature te do 
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what i:e bill proposes, the committee would suggest that, per- 
haps it is the true policy of Texas not to make any disposition 
of her '»main, or any large portion thereof, until she has dis- 
charged her debts. The object of the bill is a yery laudable 
one, end ‘he public land would not be donated to a nobler pur- 
pose, ii it is not to be made the means of liquidating our pecu- 
niary or other liabilities. 


On motion of Mr. Abbott, 

Joint resolution for the relief of Lewis Thuner, was taken 
up. ® 

Read, and passed to a third reading. i 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the rule was suspended. e. 

Read third time and passed. 


A message was received from His Excellency,the Governor, 
presenting two communications in writing, which were read, 
and made the speeial order of the day for to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the motion to re-eonsider the 
vote which refused to engrossa bill to-be entitled an act to de- 
fine the boundaries of the county of Refugio, was taken up. 


The yeas and nays were then called or the re-consideration, 
and stood thus: 


~ Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Jewett, Fitzgerald, and 
Wallace—5, 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
McRae, Navarro, Parker and Perkins—i0. 

So the Senate refused to re-consider the vote. 


Tne Senate adopted the substitute of the House for a bill to. 
be entitled an act to require the Commissioner of the General 


Land Office to charge fees for business done in his office, where 
the State is not concerned. 


Mr. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Jefferson, correctly engrossed. 


¥ == 
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A bill tobe entitled an act to regulate marks and brands, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on State Affairs, offer- 
ing amendments, was read. 

Report adopted. 

And bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended, 

And bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the appointment of a\ 


Fiscal Agent, and for the better security of the Revenue, toge- } 


ther with the report of the committee on Finance, was read, .“ 
Report adopted. 
And bill passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended, billread 
a third time and passed, by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Dancy, Jewett, 
Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro and Perkins—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Gage Parker and 
Wallace—6 


A bill to be entitled an act regulating estrays, together with 
the report of the Committee on State Affairs, offering amend- 
ments thereto, was read, and 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Cuny -moved to amend by inserting after the word 
« same,” in Sixth line of twelfth section, “ Provided, that no horse, 
mare, mule, colt, or jenny, shall be estrayd unless the same shalt 
have been inthe range of the taker up at least sixty days before 
estraying the same. 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the rule was suspended. 


Bill read a third time and passed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Jewett, McRae and Navarro—9. 7 


Nays—Messrs. Burleson, Gage, Fitzgerald, Parker, Perkins 
and Wallace—6. 


On motion of Mr. Wallace, a bill to be entitled an act sup- 
peeeey to an act entitled an act te establish the Judicial 
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District Courts, was taken up, read and passed to a third read- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. à 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Ralph 
William Peacock. to John Bowen, was read a second time, 
and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald. the rule was suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
2 o'clock, p. m. 


Half-past 2 o'clock, p.m. 
Senate met; roll called; quorum present. 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the more certain 
collection of the Taxes, for the years 1846 and 1847, together 
with the report of the committee on Finance, offering amend- 
ments, was read. 

Mr. Navarro moved to amend the first amendment offered 
by the committee, by striking out “ August” and inserting “No- 
vember.” 

Adopted. 

The report of the committee was then adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to re-consider the vote which adopted 
the report of the committee. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the substitute for the third sec- 
tion was stricken out. i 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the third section was stricken 
out. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended, 

Bill read third time and passed. 


_ A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a substitute for 
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joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives, to procure the pana of an act of Congress 
eoncerning the establishment of a temporary line of Military 
Posts, and relative to trade and intercourse with the Indians ; 
and that the House had concurred in all the amendments of the 
Senate, to 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the assessment and . 
collection of Taxes; and that the House had passed 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the manner of adopt- 
ing children ; and i 

A joint resolution to authorize the Comptroller of the State 
of Texas to settle with Major R. S. Neighbors. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the Senate refused to adopt the 
substitute of the House to a joint resolution instructing our 

*Senators, and requesting our Representatives to procure the 
passage of an act of Congress concerning the establishment of 
a temporary line of Military Posts, and relative to trade and in-- 
tercourse with the Indians; and a committee of Conference 
were appointed thereon. 

Messrs. Jewett, Wallace and Cuny were appointed said 
committee. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Ford & Cronican. 

Read second time,-and passed to a third reading. T 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

. A bill to be entitled an act for the ascertainment and adjust- 
ment of the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas, was taken , 
up and read, together with the report ofthe'committee on Claims 
and Accounts thereon, offering amendments, and report adopt- 
ed. 

Mr. Jewett offered as-a substitute for the bill, the following: 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for ascertaining the 
debt of the late Republic of Texas. 

Which was read and adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended. 

The bill read third time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend the second section by inserting 
“the par value thereof, at the time the same accrued or were 
issued.” 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
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informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
joint resolutions, viz.: 

Joint resolution requiring all books and papers in the late 
Auditors office to be transferred to the office of the Comptrol- 
ler of Public Accounts; and 

Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gene- 
eral Land Office to rent lot No. 2, in block No. 97, in the eity 
of Austin. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, 

Joint resclution requiring all books, records and papers in 
the late Auditors office to be transferred to the office of the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, was taken up and read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the rule was suspended. 

Read second time, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

2 

Mr. Abbott, chairman ofthe committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 

ported the following bills correctly enrolled viz: 


An act to authorize John H. Reagan and his associates to 
open and construct a turnpike road from the town of Buffalo, 
on the Trinity River, across the bottom to the highland, on the 
west side, in the direction to the town of Corsicana. 

An act to regulate the Public Printing. z 

An act for the relief of Alfred Johnson. 

An act to define the times of holding the District Courts in 
the Fifth, Sixth and Eighth Judicial Districts. 

An act supplementary to an act to regulate the Public Print- 
ing. | 

An act to prescribe the times of holding the Courts in the 
‘Second Judicial District of the State of Texas. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Garrison Greenwood; and 

Joint resolution on the “ Proviso,” slavery, the tariff, and the 
war against Mexico: 

And that said acts and joint resolutions were transmitted to 
the Governor on the 17th instant, for approval. 


Mr. Burleson, chairman of a select committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: 


_ The select committee, to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled an act to incorporate the city of Austin, passed 11th May, 
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1846, have had the same under consideration, and instructed 
me to report the same back to the Senate, with an amendment, 
and recommend its passage. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, 

The rule was suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

A. bill to be entitled an act to amend the lith section of an 
supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, 
and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, was ta- 
ken up, and i 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule was suspended. 

Bill read second time, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act to define the time at which the acts of the Legislature shall 
take effect. 

Read first time. z 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, 

The rule was suspended. 

Bill read second time, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On metion of Mr. Bourland, 

A bill te be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Mount 
Pleasant, in the county of Titus, was taken up, and together 
with the report of the committee on State Affairs, offering 
amendments, read. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The rule was suspended. ` z 

Bill read third time and passed. > 

On motion of Mr. Navarro, 


Joint resolution for the relief of Nathaniel R. Mallon and 
others, members of Capt. John C. Hays’ spy company, in the 
year 1842, was taken up, and read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Navarro, 
The rule was suspended. 
And bill read second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred te the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 
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Mr. Clark, chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred “A bill to be entitled an act to suppress 
banking,” returned the same to the Senate for their action. 


Mr. McRae offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to 
employ one other clerk to assist generally in the business of 
the Senate, during the remainder of the present session of the 
Legislature, and that k> be allowed the per diem pay allowed 
to the clerks of- the present Legislature, to be paid out of the 
contingent fund.” 


Adopied. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, 

A bill to be entitled an act to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature among the several counties 
ofthis State was taken up and read, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid upon the fable. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
requesting that, 

“ A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require Judges 
of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, for, the 
trial of persons charged with the commission of crimes, the 
punishment of which is death,” be returned to the House. 

Which request was granted, and 

Bill returned. 


Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred 

A bill to be‘entitled an act making appropriations for the 
support of the Government tor the years 1848 and 1849, have 
had the subject under consideration, and instructed me to report 
the bill with amendments, and recommend its passage. 

Amendments— 

In sec. 1, line 6, after “members” insert “per diem pay of the 
President of the Senate, and one interpreter.” - 

In same line, strike out “thirteen” and insert “sixteen.” _ 
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In 35th line of same section, strike out “eight hundred” and 
insert “ one thousand.” 

On first page, last line, after “thousand,” insert “five hundred.” +- 
_ On 2d page, strike out “annually one hundred,’ and insert 
“to present time and for funeral expenses, seventy-five dollars, 
which may be drawn by her son, Miguel Garcia.” 

On page second, 18th line, strike out “ five” and insert“ four.” - 

In 20th line, page 2d, strike out “ five” and insert “four.” 

In 22d line, page 2d, strike out “four” and insert “five.” _ 

At the end of 22d line, on page 2, insert “for copying jour 
nals dollars.” a. 

In İst section, 2d page, 27th line, strike out after “annually” 
the words “ which shall not be drawn unless the Treasury can 
spare that amount.” 

In 1st section, 2d page, strike out all pertaining to compen- 
sation of Logan & Sterne, and Charles De Morse, for printing, 
&c. 

At the end of 2d sec. add—* For compensation of Auditor 
for taking care of office and occasional reference to records and 
papers therein, dollars” ` 

“Sec. For compensation of Ford & Cronican, for pub- 
lishing assessments of taxable property assessed out of the 
counties where the property lies, five hundred dollars.” 

“For surveying land scrip already surveyed, four hundred 
and fifty dollars.” 

“For freight on books’ and public documents, sent to the 
State of Texas, one hundred dollars.” 

“For compensation of Thomas J. Jennings, for services as 
Special Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, during the 
present session of the Court dollars.” 

In Ist section strike out “ten” and insert “eleven” before 
“District Judges”; in same section strike out “ten” and insert 
“eleven” before © District Attorneys.” 

Mr. Abbott offered the following preamble and resolutions: 


“Whereas it has pleased Divine Providence io call from among 
us the Hon. Richard Bache, Senator from the District of Gal- 
veston: And whereas the deceased, by his amiable deport- 
ment as well as his unbending integrity, no less lives in the 
hearts than he commands the respect of the Senate, of which 

he was a member :—Therefore, 

1. Be it resolved, That the Senate stand adjourned, and 
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that the House of Representatives be requested to adjourn, and 
that the members of each House attend his funeral on to-mor- 
row, at 10 o’clock. 

2. Be it further resolved, That the Senate will wear the 
usual badges of morning for thirty days, as a testimony of their 
regard for the deceased. 

3. Be it-further resolved, That they sympathize deeply with 
the family of the deceased in their bereavement. 

4, Be itfurther resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
be instructed to furnish the family of the deceased with a copy 
of this preamble and resolutions.” 


Adopted. 


Messrs. Cuny, Perkins, Brashear and Abbott were appointed 
a committee to make arrangements for the funeral ceremonies. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow, 2 o’clock, p. m. 


Saturday, 2 o'clock. P. m. 
March 18th, 1848. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 


The President in the chair. 


The following Senators answered to their names: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins and Wallace. - 


Quorum present. - 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had refused to adopt the 
substitute of the Senate for a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for the ascertainment and adjustment of the liabilities of the 
late Republic of Texas. 
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Mr. Parker, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of 
Nathaniel R. Mallon and others, members of Capt John C. 


Hays’ Spy Company, inthe year 1842, reported the same back 
for the action of the Senate. 


Mr, Perkins offered the following resolution: 


‘Be it resolved, ‘That the funeral expenses of the late Sena- 
tor from Galveston, Hon. Richard Bache, be paid out of the 
contingent fund set apart for the use of the Senate.” 


Adopted, 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, , 

A joint resolution to authorize the Comptroller of the State 
of Texas to settle with R. S. Neighbors, wastaken up, and 

Read fiast time. 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended. 
Read second time and passed to a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was further suspended. 
Read third time and passed. 


Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report : 


The Judiciary committee have considered a bill to be entitled 
an act to define the time at which the acts of the Legislature 
shall take effect,’ anda majority of the committee have instruc- 
ted me to return the same to the Senate, and recommend its 
passage, with the following amendments : 


Strike out the word “approval” in 2d section, and insert the 
word “passage.” 


Cad 


On motion of Mr. Brashear, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the German Texian 
Friendship association of Galveston, was taken up. 

Read, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended. 
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Bill read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins, Wallace and Williamson—15. 

Nays—None. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed a bill to be 
entitled an act to suppress illegal banking : 

Also, that the House had passed a bill to be entitled an actto 
repeal the 1ith section ofan act supplementary to an act to de- 
tect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for issuing pa- 
tents to legal claimants, approved February 4th, 1841, which 
originated in the Senate: 

Also, that the House refused to concur in the amendments 
of the Senate to a billto be entitled an act to provide for the 
more certain collection of Taxes for the years 1846 and 1847 ; 
and have concurred in the amendments of the Senate to 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating estrays: and to 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating marks and brands, and 
also, that the House had passed . 

A joint resolution requesting John C. Watrous to resign his 
office as Judge ofthe United States District Court for the 
District of Texas, with an amendment. 

Mr. Dancy, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief of Thomas Wheeler. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, 

The rule was suspended; read second time and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Daney. 

The rule was further suspended, bill read third time and 
passed, by the following vote. 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Jewett, 

‘Gage, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Wal- 
lace, and Williamson—13. 

Nays, none. 

Mr. Cuny was excused from voting., 

On motion of Mr. Navarro, 

The Senate receded from their amendments to a bill to be 
entitled an act to provide for the more certain collection of 
Taxes for the years 1846 and 1847. 


ad 
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On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

The Senate adhered to their amendment to a bill to be en- 
titled an act to provide for the ascertainment and adjustment 
of the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas; and 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, a committee of conference was 
appointed on said bill. : 

Messrs. Jewett, Dancy and Perkins were appointed said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, ` 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to 
Joint Resolution requesting John C. Watrous to resign his of- 
fice as Judge of the United States District Court for the district 
of Texas. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Ford and Gronicansraed 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, 

A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations for the 
support of the Government for the years 1848 and 1849, was 
made the special order of the day for 7 o’clock to-night. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the Northern bounda- 
ry line of Limestone county, was taken up; 

Read. and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, i 

The rule was suspended; bill read third time and passed. 

A billto be entitled an act to incorporate the Galveston 
Steam Ferry, Freight and Towboat Company. 

Read third time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRea, oe Parker, 
Perkins and Wallace—14. 

Nays—none. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the uy of Seth Marvin, 
was taken up; 

Read, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

The rule was suspended; bill read tbird time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, : 

A bill to be entitled.an act to legalize certain head right cer- 
tificates, issued by George W. Miles, former Chief. Justice of 
Liberty county, was taken up; 


620 


Read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, 

The rule was suspended; bill read third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Abbott, 

The Senate adjourned until 7 o’clock, P. M. 


7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—-quorum present. : 

A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations for the 
support of the Government for theyears 1848 and 1849, togeth- 
er with the report of the committee on Finance, offering 
amendments; was read. 

The Ist, 2nd, 3d, 4th, 5th, 10th, 13th, 15th and 17th amend- 
ments offered by the committee, were adopted; and 

The 6th, 7th 9th and 11th were rejected. 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend the 8th amendment of the 
committee by striking out “five,” and inserting “eight.” 

Adopted. ae 

The amendment as amended was then adopted. 

Mr. Cuny moved to amend the 12th amendment offered by 
the committee, by inserting “the late” before “Auditor,” sand 
by inserting “Charles Mason,” after “Auditor.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Bourland moved to fill the blank with “$984.” 

Adopted. . 

The amendment as amended was then adopted. . 

Mr. Dancy moved to amend the 14th amendment offered by 
the committee, by inserting after the wond “surveying” the 
words “fees due on.” 

Adopted. ` : 

The amendment as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to fill the blank in the 16th amendment of- 
fered by the committee with “thrée hundred dollars.” 

Carried. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. Bourland moved to rosd the bill by inserting after 
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“dollars” in 22nd line, 1st section, “and for copying Journals of 
first Legislature, $8000;” and by adding to the first section, 
“For pay and expenses of a fiscal agent $1,000, or so much 
thereof, as may be necessary. 

Adopted. . l 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend, by adding to the first sec- 
tion “and for pay for county maps $1000.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Cuny moved to amend, by striking out “six hnndred” in 
8th line, of first section, and inserting “seven hundred and 
fifty.” 

Adopted, 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend by striking out “six hun- 
dred” in 12th line, Ist section, and inserting “seven hundred 
and fifty.” ; : 

Adopted. 

Mr. Cuny moved to amend by striking out “six hundred” 
in 37th line, Ist section, and inserting “seven hundred and 
fifty.” * 

Adopted. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend by striking out “six hun- 
dred” in 16th line, 1st section, and inserting “seven hundred — 
and fifty.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by adding at the end of the first 
section, the following: : 

“For the purchase of stationary for the use of the next Leg- 
islature, to he drawn and disbursed by the Comptroller of Pub- 
lie Accounts; five hundred dollars.” 

Adopted. j 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend by striking out “twelve,” in 
14th line, Ist section, and inserting “fifteen.” 

Adopted. Ch 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend by striking out “twelve” in 
22d line, Ist section, and inserting “fifteen.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Cuny offered the following as a substitute for the second 
section. 

“Sec, 2d. Be it further enacted, That a sufficient amount is 
hereby appropriated to cover the pay and expenses of the late 
Convention, including the certificates of the members thereof, 
upon which drafts were drawn by the late Secretary of the 
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Treasury on Collectors of Revenue; and that the Comptroller 
and Treasurer be, and they are hereby authorized to open an 
account, and make a proper settlement of a receipt in the 
hands of the Treasurer, of the late G. W. Terrell, for $666 67 
for his services as District Judge in the year 1841, by making 
the necessary charges for the payment thereof, and the eredit 
due the Treasurer upon the transfer of said receipt and vouch- 
ers from his office to that of the Comptroller.” 
Adopted. 


Mr. Gage moved to amend by adding the following section 


“See. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Judge and District 
Attorney of the llth Judicial Distriet, be allowed to draw 
from the Treasury of the State, any time after the first of 
April next, the whole amount of their annual salary, for the 
first year, and the Treasurer is hereby directed to respect their 
drafis for the same.” 

Adopted. a 


+ 


Mr. Clark offered the following amendment: 


“For publishing the laws in the Spanish language one 
thousand three hundred and ninety-five dollars and thirteen 
cents, to carry out the provisions of the law, requiring the Sec- 
retary of State to suspend the printing of the laws in the Span- 
ish language approved 17th January, 1841. 

Upon the adoption of which, the yeas and nays were called, 
and stood thus: 


Yuras—Messrs. Ciark, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro 
and Williamson—6. : 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Perkins and Wallace—8. 


So the amendment was rejected. ~ 
The bill then passed to a third reading. _ 
On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended; 


Bill read third time and passed, by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Gage, 
Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins and Williamson—10. 
Nays—Messrs. Clark, Cuny, Dancy and Wallace—4. 


623 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed the following 
bills, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the counties of Polk 
and Tyler to pay a portion of the debt of Liberty county, from 
which they were taken. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing William M. Varnel 
to establish Ferries across Big Bayou, and McKeny’s Bayou in 
Calhoun County; and 

That the House had appointed Messrs. Robertson, Allen, and 
Crutcher, a committee of Conference on “Joint Resolution, in- 
structing our Senators and requesting our Representatives to 
procure the passage of an act of Congress concerning the es- 
tablishment of a temporary line of posts, and relative to trade 
and intercourse with Indians. 

Mr. Clark moved to take up a billto be entitled an act to 


regulate proceedings in the countyCourts relating to guardians 
and wards. 


Lost. 

On motion of Mr, Cuny, 

A bill to be entitled an act to suppress illegal banking was 
taken up, and ` 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the rule was suspended, 

Bill read second time and referred to a select committee. 


Messrs. Cuny, Brashear and Burleson were appointed said 
committee. 


Mr. Burleson offered the following resolution. 


“Resolved, That the President of the Senate, and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives be authorized to "draw from 
the Treasury ofthe State, five dollars per day each, for their 
services during the present session of the Legislature.” 


Laid upon the table. 


Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution. 


“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be required to 
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remain in charge of the papers and documents of the Senate, 
for two weeks after the final adjournment ofthe present Leg- 
islature, for the purpose of arranging and filing them proper- 
ly; and that he deliver them to the person authorized by law 
to receive them; also, that he be allowed the same per diem 
`- pay for his services that is allowed bylaw for the per diem 
pay of the Clerks of the present Legislature, and that the same 
be paid out of the contingent fund of the present session. 
On motion of Mr. Gage, 
The resolution was laid upon the table until Monday next, 


On motion of Mr. Gage, 
The Senate adjourned until 8 o'clock, monday morning. 


Monday, 8 o'clock, A. M. 
March 20th, 1848, 


The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The following Senators answered to their names : 


Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Daney, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Wallace and, Williamson. 


) 


Quorum present. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 
Mr. Jewett made the following report. 


The committee of conference on part of both Houses, to whom 
was referred the substitute of the House for the Senate’s bill 
in relation to a line of posits on the frontier, and intercourse 
with the Indians, have met and conferred upon the matters 
submitted, and recommend the adoption of the following Joint 
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Resolution as a substitute for the bills both of the Senate and 

of the House. f 
; HENRY J. JEWETT, 

Chairman on part of Senate. 


J. B. ROBERTSON, 


Chairman on part of the [fouse. 


Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
iepresentatives to procure the passage of an act of Congress 
concerning military posts on the frontier, and relative to inter- 


course with Indians, 
On motion of Mr. Jewett, 


The report and resolution were-adopted. . 


Mr. Abbott, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported the following bills, correctly enrolled, viz: 


An act creating the county of Cooke, in honor of William G. 
Cooke. 


-An act to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the State of Texas for the year 1848. 


An act to create the county of Van Zandt. 

An act to repeal the 11th section of an act supplementary 
to an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide 
for issuing patents to legal claimants, approved February 4th, 
184l . 

_ An act to provide for fixing the seat of Justice of the county 
of Dallas. 

An act regulating fees to be charged by the Secretary of 
State, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Comptroller, 
Treasurer and Adjutant General: and - 

Joint Resolution, requesting John C, Watrous to resign his 
. office of Judge of the United States District Court, for the gis- 
trict of Texas. 

.40 
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And that said acts and Joint Resolution were transmitted to 
the Governor on the 20th inst., for approval. 


roe 


Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Finance to 
whom was referred, Joint Resolution requiring all books, 
records and papers in the late Auditors office to be transferred 
to the office of the Comptroller of public Accounts reported the 
same back to the Senate for their action. 


ed 


Mr. Cuny made the following report. 


The committee on contingent expenses of the two Houses of 
the Legislature to whom was referred a resolution requiring 
said committee to-contract with some suitable person to take 
charge of the Capitol and the furniture thereof, beg leave to 
report, that they have contracted with Thomas Ward, for the 
sum of one hundred dollars, for the term of two years. 

PHIL. M. CUNY, 


Chairman on part of Senate. 


JAMES L. ALLEN. 
Chairman on part of House. 
Which report was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald. 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Goliad Statis- 
tical Society was taken up, and 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, , 

The rule was suspended, and bill read second time. 

Mr. Fitzgerald moved to amend by striking out all after 
“dollars” in first line before the last. 

Adopted. 

And bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the rule was anait 
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Bill read third time, and passed by the following vote. ` 

Yuas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Ceny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Wallace and Williamson—t6. 

Nays—None. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, 


A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Gov- 
ernor to employ counsel to represent the State, in suits and ac- 
tions, wherein the State may be interested, that may be taken 
tothe Supreme Court of the United States was taken up, 

And read first time., ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule was suspended, 

And bill read second time. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend by inserting after “Governor” 
the words “and after such services have been rendered.” 

_ Adopted. 
; Mr. Gage moved tg amend by striking out “ten leagues of 
and. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Gage, Jewett, 
McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Wallace and Williamson 
—il. i 
he a Abbott, Bourland, Cuny, Dancy and Fitzger- 

—5. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Gage moyedto amend by striking eut “two” before 
“thousand” and inserting “four.” 

~ Adopted. è 

Mr. Gage moved to amend by striking out all in second sec- 
tion after “on the” in the 7th line from the bottom, and insert- 
ing “Treasurer.” l 

Adopted. i 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion Mr. Bourland the rule was suspended: 

Bill read third time and passed. 


A message was received from the House of Representa- 
tives, informing the Senate, that the House had passed a bill 
to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Jefferson. 


On motion of Mr. Perkins, 
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Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to isue a patent to Edward Hall was taken up: 

Read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, _ 

The rule was suspended, read third time and passed. 


ome 


Mr. Cuny, Chairman of the committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses, made the following report, 


The committee on Contingent Expenses to whom was re- 
ferred a resolution of the Senateto contract for the printing 
1100 copies of the captions ofthe laws of the present session of 
the Legislature, submit the following report. 

That they have contracted with the proprietors of the Tex- 
as Democrat, for the number called for by the resolution, at 
the price of forty dollars, for the whole number, to be deliv- 
ered to the members of the Senate, by to-morow, the 21st inst., 
by 12 o'clock, M. . 


Mr. Parker, Chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, to whom, was referred, 

Joint Resolution for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. J. P. 
Lansing, deceased, returned the same for the action of the 
Senate. 


A message wasreceived from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to be en- 
titled an act supplementary to anact for the further organi- 
zation of Henderson County, approved March 14th, 1848. 


2? 


———t 


Mr. Jewett made the following report. 
To the President of the Senate: 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
The committee of conference on the part of the Senate and 
House to whom was referred the substitute of the Senate, for 
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a bill from the House to provide for the ascertainment and ad- 
justment of the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas, have 
conferred upon the matters submitted to them, and with an 
additional section to the Senate's substitute. They recommend 
the adoption thereof, and the passage of the bill. 
HENRY J. JEWET, 
Chairman on part of Senate. 
W. H. BOURLAND, 
Chairman on part of House. 
Which report was adopted. 


« 
€ 


A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the[House'had adopted thereport of 
the committee of conferrence on a bill to provide for the as- 
certainment and adjustment of the liabilities ofthe Republic of 
Texas. * 

Also, that the House had adopted the report ofthe commit- 
tee of conferrence on a bill to be entitled an act to establish 
the county seat of Cameron county. 

And that the House had passed a billto be entitled an act 
cencerning erimes and punishments, with amendments. 


Mr. Fitzgerald made the following report. 


The committee of conference to whom was referred, a bi? 
to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of Cameron 
county, have had the same under consideration. and have 
agreed to disagree on the amendments of the Senate, and have 
instructed the undersigned to report the bill and amendments 
back to the House and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. l 

EDWARD FITZGERALD, 
Chairman on part of Senate. 
BENJ. F. NEAL, 

Chairman on part of House. 
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A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, thatthe House refused to concur in the 
following amendments of the Senate to a bill to be entitled an 
act making appropriations forthe support of the government 
for the years 1848 and 1849, viz: 

In 14th line, ist section, strike out “tweive” and insert “fif- 
teen.” 

In 22d line, same section strike out “twelve” and insert “fif- 
teen.” 

At the end of the second section add, “for compensation of 
the late Auditor Charles Mason, for taking care of office and 
for occasional reference to record and papers therein, during 
the years 1846 and 1847, nine hundred and eighty four dol- 

ars.” 

“For surveying fees due on land scrip already surveyed, four 
hundred and fifty dollars.” 

Also, that the House had passed a bill which originated in 
the Senate, to be entitled an act to provide for vesting in the 
State escheated property. 

Also, that they had passed a billto be entitled an act sup- 
plementary to an act to organize Justice’s Courts, and define 
the powers and jurisdiction of the same, approved 20th Mareh, 
1848, f 


od 


Mr. Cuny, Chairman of the select committee to whom was 
referred, 

A bill tobe entitled an act to suppress illegal banking, re- 
ported the same back tothe Senate without amendment, and 
recommended its passage. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the 
County Courts, relating to guardians and wards. 

‘Was taken up. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend by striking out the seventh sec- 
tion, 

Rejected. 
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Mr. Jewett moved to amend the 25th section by striking 
out all after the word “interest.’in ninth line, to the word 
“every” in 138th line. j 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

The bill was laid upon the table until 2 o’clock, p. m. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments, was taken up, and the amendments of the House con- 
curred in. ; 


— 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Indian 
Point, returned the same for the action of the Senate. 


eel 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report: 

The majority of the Judiciary committee having considered 
“À bill to authorize the Commissioner ofthe General Land Of- 
fice of the State of Texas, to issue patents to the different 
counties in the State for school purposes,” have instructed me 
to report, that they see no necessity for the passage of the bill, 
since under the constitutton a patent would be of no use to 
the counties. They are apprehensive, also, that the passage of 
the bill would give rise to confusion, as the counties ta which 
lands were given have been sub-divided by the Legislature. 

The billis herewith returned for the consideration and ac- 
tion of the Senate. © 


On motion of Mr. Gage, 
A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations for the 


support of the Government for the years 1848 and 1849, was 
taken up 
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On motion of Afr. Clark, 

The Senate receded from their amendments increasing the 

salaries of Comptroller and Treasurer, from $1200 to $1500 
per annum. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The Senate receded from their amendment, appropriating 
nine hundred and eighty four dollars for compensation of late 
Auditor for taking care of the records of the office, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, 

The Senate insisted on their amendment appropriating four 
hundred and fifty dollars for surveying fees on land scrip al- 
ready surveyed, and appointed a committee of conference on 
the same. 

Messrs. Dancy, Fitzgerald and Brashear were appointed 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, 

A bill to be entitled an act to suppress illegal panting: was 
taken up. 

Read and passed to a third reading. 

And on motion of Mr. Cuny, 

The rule was suspended, 

Bill read third time and passed. 


Mr. Parker offered the following resolution. 


“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 
to employ any additional services as Clerks, he may deem 
proper for the remainder of the session, to be paid the per diem 
pay allowed by law out of the contingent fund. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the counties of Polk 
and Tyler to pay a portion of the debt of Liberty county from 
which they were taken, was taken up: and, 

Read first time. i 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, 

The rule was suspended: i 

Bill read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Abbott, 

The rule was further suspended; 

Bill read third time and passed. 
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A message was received from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate, that the House had passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for removing the Su- 
preme Court to the town of Huntsville. 

And a bill to be entitled an act to authorize Robert H. Por- 
ter to construct a turn pike road and establish a ferry on the 
Trinty river at Porter’s Bluffs. 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate, to a billto be entitled an act to authorize the Gov- 
ernor to employ counsel to represent the State in suits and ac- 
tions wherein the State may be interested, that may be taken 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Also, that the House had adopted the report of the commit- 
tee of conference on Joint Resolution instructing our Senators 
and requesting our Representatives to procure the passage of 
an act of Congress concerning the establishment of a tempo- 
rary line of military posts, and relative to trade and inter- 
course with Indians. 

Also. that the House had passed a Joint Resolution, grant- 
ing leave of absence to James B. Shaw, Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, for six weeks, during the year 1848. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating fees of office was ta- 
ken up, and together with the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary offering amendments, was read, and the Ist, 8rd and 
dih amendments offered by the committee, were adopted. 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the 2nd 
amendment offered by the committee and stood thus. 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Clark, Grimes, Jewett, 
Fitzgerald and McRae—7. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
Navarro, Parker, Perkins and Wallace—9. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. Clark offered the following amendments. 


In sec. 4, line 5, “for entering each rule or motion 50 cents. 

Ninth line, “for entering each continuance 50 cents.” 

In same line, “for entering final judgment $1,50. 

In 15th line, “for making out copies, &c.,” 20 cents for 100 
words. 


634 


In 16th line, “for recording opinions, 20 cents 100 words.” 

All of which were rejected. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend the 18th section by striking out 
$2,00 and inserting $3.00 

Upon the adoption of which the yeasand nays were called 
and stood thus: l 

Yzas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae and Perkins—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Gage, Navarro, Parker and Wal- 
lace—o. . 

So the amendment: was adopted. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The rule was suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, joint resolution for the relief of 
Allen Kellough, was taken up and read first time, and 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule-was suspended. 

Read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the rule was further suspended. 

Read third time time and passed. . > 7 

On motion of Mr. Gage, a billto be entitled an act supple- 
plementary to an act, for the further organizajion of Henderson 
county, approved March 14th, 1848, was taken up and read first 
time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended. 

Bill read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was farther suspended. 

O motion of Mr. Bourland, the Senate adjourned until 2 
o'clock, P. M. 


2 o'clock, p. m. 


Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
Mr. Cuny made the following report: 


To the President of the Senate, and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The select committee of the two houses of the Legislature, 
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to whom was referred a resolution of the Legislature to drafta 
memorial to the Congress of the United States, setting forth the 
claims of the citizens of Texas for remuneration for the injuries 
done their property by the armies of Mexico during the revo- 
lution, and praying that honorable body to cause a stipulation 
to that effect, to be inserted in the treaty of peace hereafter to be 
made between the two governments, beg leave to present here- 
with, for the action and consideration of the Legislature, the ac- 
companying memorial and resolution, 
PHIL. M. CUNY, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
W. H. CRUTCHER, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 


MEMORIAL. 
To His Excellency, the President of the United States : 


` The Memorial of the Legislature of the State of Texas, in be- 
half of sundry citizens whose property was destroyed by the 
armies of Mexico, during the revolution, 


Your memorialists would most respectfully represent unto 
your Excellency: That, as might have been anticipated, the ca- 
lamities of the Texian revolution fell unequally upon particu- 
lar individuals, and the most exposed sections of the country; 
that in the line of March adopted by the Mexican armies in 
1836, the property of every citizen was seized upon and ap- 
propriated by a rapacious soldiery, evincing at every step the 
wanton ruin incident to barbarian warfare. Andafter the cap- 
ture of Santa Anna, and the defeat of his forces by the issue of 
the battle of San Jacinto, the Mexican government continued 
to carry ona still more barbarous and unjustifiable warfare, 
by making predatory incursions into the country. These in- 
cursions, consisting of frequent and unexpected irruptions, pro- 
miscuous plunder and rapid retreats, differed in no respect from 
those of the savage Indians by whom we were then surround- 
ed. These had their origin in the basest conceivable motives, 
to wit: in the desire to gratify their revenge and their rapa- 
city; motives which every civilized nation upon the globe 


636 


would be ashamed to avow. So unexpected were these des- 
cents, and so rapid their retreats, that it was impossible to pre- 
pare for their reception or to punish them for the numerous in- 
juries which they wantonly inflicted. 

The condition of Texas, at the time of annexation, was such 
as to leave no doubt of her ability to maintain her indepen- 
dence. This was not only conceded, but positively avowed 
on the part of the United States, during every stage of the ne- 
gociations, which preceded and led to annexation. It is fur- 
ther apparent, irom the implied acknowledgment of Mexico 
herself, contained in her profler to acknowledge our separate 
nationality ; and hence it would be but reasonable to conclude, 
that Texas would ere long have been in a position to force 
from Mexico the acknowledgment of her independence, and to 
cause to be inserted, a stipulation in the treaty of peace pro- 
viding for the full indemnity of her injured citizens. She di- 
vested herseif of all these advantages and rights, when she sur- . 
rendered her separaie existence and became a member of the 
American Union. And since, so far as Texas is concerned, 
this may be regarded as the same unfinished war; since during 
its pendency, her sovereignty, in a national point of view, has 
merged in that of the United States. Since the latter has as- 
sumed the position of the former in relation to it, surely ske 
should feel the same mora! obligation resting upon her, to pr 
vide for tke remuneration of those injured citizens, just as 
though the war had been carried onfrom its commencement by 
the Government of the United States. This, Texas would 
have had the power to do, and would have been in duty bound 
to do, had she terminated the war asa separate and independent 
nation. But the relations of Texas have so changed by annex- 
ation, that she can now make no treaty stipulations onthe sub- 
ject; and uniess their remuneration is provided for by ihe go- 
vernment ofthe United States, they will never be remunerated 
atali. It would surely not be just, to leave unprovided for the 
meritorious claims of those citizens. who have been longest en- 
gaged inthe war—who have shared its dangers and borne its 
calamities, 

Aside, from these considerations, the inducements held out 
to Texas, and the obligations assumed on the part of the United 
States, continued by the correspondence during the pendency of 
the profier for annexation, clearly show, that the rights and in- 
terests of the Texian sufferers will not be forgotten, nor regard- 
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ed with indifference by the Executive government of the Union, 
and especially by your Excellency. Taught by the pledges 
then given, that those rights would be held sacred and eifectual- 
ly protected, whenever the occasion might arise, your memo- 
rialists pray that Your Excellency will take into consideration 
the subject matier of this memorial, and cause its object to be 
carried out by proper provisions in the contemplated treaty 
with Mexico. 

Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That 
the Governor be, and he is hereby requested, to transmit co- 
pies of this memorial and resolution to the President of the 
United States,and to each of our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress. 


a 


The report and memorial were read and adopted. 


Mr. Bourland introduced a joint resolution, authorizing M. 
NL Potter, to draw the mileage and per diem pay of the Hon. 
Richard Bache, Senatorfrom Galveston, deceased. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended. 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The rule was further suspended. 

Read third time and passed. 


_ Å message was received from the House of Representatives, 

informing the Senate that the House had passed a bill to be en- 
tilled an act supplementary to an act to provide for asceriain- 
ing the debt of the late Republic of Texas. ; 

Also tbat the House had passed a substitute for 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Travis 
county. : 

And had concurred in the amendments of the Senate to a 
bill to be entitled an act, regulating fees of office. 

And in the amendment of the Senate to 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Goliad statisti- 
cal society. l 

Also, that the House had adopted a resolution that a joint 
committee be appointed to wait upon the Governor and inform 
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“him that the Legislature is about to adjourn sine die, and en- 
quire if he has any further communications to make previous 
to the adjournment. | 


Mr. Gage, Chairman of the committee on counties and coun- 
ty boundaries to whom was referred, 
A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to in- 


corporate the town of Refugio, returned the same to the Sen- 
ate for their action. 


On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementory to an act to in- 
corporate the town of Refugio, was taken up. 

Read and passed to a third reading. 

And on motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, 

The rule was suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Perkins, : 

A bill to be entitled an act te provide for the collection of 
the arrearages of taxes on property assessed under the laws of 
the late Republic of Texas, was taken up: and 

Gn motion of Mr. Williamson, 

Laid upon the table. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives 
imzsorming the Senate thatthe House had passed 

Joint Resolution authorizing M. M. Potter to draw the mi- 
jeage and per diem pay of the Hon. Richard Bache, Senator 
from Galveston, deceased. 

Also that the House had adopted the report of the Joint com- 
mittee appointed to draft a memorial to the Congress of the 
United States, setting forth the claims of the citizens of Texas, 
for remuneration, &c., for injuries done their property during 
the war with Mexico, &e. 

Also that the House had adopted the report of the commit- 
tee of conference on 

A bill to be entiled anact making appropriations for the 
Support ofthe Government for the years 1848 and 1849. 
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Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Affairs of State to whom were referred 

A bill to be entitled an act to require the Governor, the Sec- 
retary of State and Attorney General tø reside at the seat of 
Government.” 

“A bill entitled an act to provide a compensation for the 
owners of slaves, which shall be executed for capital offen- 

s” 

“A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first, fourth and 
fifth sections ofan act regulating estrays, approved December 
22d, 1836.” 

‘A bill to be entitled an act to transfer and vest exclusively 
in the several District Courts of this State all the pewer of 
granting and issuing unconditional certificates for land, here- 
tofore reposed in and legally exercised by the boards of Land, 
Commissioners for the different counties of this State. 

Also the report of a select committee appointed to examine 
into the condition of the Adjutant General's Office. 

A message from the Governor in relation to Santa Fe. 

And a Resolution with regard to slavery and abolition,’ 
and have instructed me to return the papers to the Senate 
recommend that they be laid on the table. 

JON W. DANCY, 


Chairman. 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings of county 
Courts, relating to guardians and wards, was taken up. 

Mr. Abbott moved to amend the Ist section, by striking out 
all after “be” in fourth line, and inserting “entitled to the guar- 
dianship of their minor children, and shall have the custody of 
their persons, education and estates: provided, 

That if said estates are given to such minor children, by 
any other personthan such parent, the father or mother enti- 
tled to such guardianship, shall file the inventory and bond and 
security hereinafter to be filed by other guardians.” 


Adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Jewett, the seventh section was stricken ~ 
out. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the fiifteenth section was stricken 
out. 

Mr. Jewett moved to amend by addidg “not exceeding three 
days, where imprisonment occurs. 

Adopted. 

The bill then passed. 
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Mr. Abbott, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bils, 
reported correctly enrolled, 

“An act to provide for vesting in the State escheated prop- - 
erty.” 

“An act to incorporate the town of Jefferson.” 

And a Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators and request- 
iig our Representatives to procure the passage of an act ot 
Congress, concerning the establishment of a temporary line 
of military posts, and relative to trade and intercourse with 
indians. j 

And that said acts and joint resolution were transmitted to 
the Governor on the 20th inst., for his approval. 


A message was received from the House of Representatives 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred in all the 
amendments of the Senate to a billto be entitled an act to reg- 
ulate proceedings in the County Courts, relating to guardians 
and wards. 


Nir. Dancy made the following report: 


To the President of the Senate, axd 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: | 


The committee of Conference, to whom was referred the 
bill making appropriations for the years 1848 and 1849, with 
an amendment made by the Senate, in which the House re- 
fuse + concur, and on whieh the Senate insist; after freely 
conf ving thereon, have agreed as follows: 

TL: chetwo Houses adopt the following substitute for the 
ame .... ent of the Senate: 

“F<. sompensation of the late Auditor. Charles Mason. for 
taki: - -are of office and for occasional reference to records 
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and papers therein, during the years 1846 and 1847, six hun- 
dred dollars. For compensation of Thomas Ward, for taking 
care of the capitol and furniture, until the next bienniel session 
of the Legislature, one hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the Comptroller for extra services in 
the discharge of the duties imposed on him in relation to the 
public debt of Texas, “three hundred dollars.” All of which, 
We are instructed to report tothe two Houses, and ask their 


concurrence therein. 
JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
BENJAMIN F. NEAL, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the report’ 
and stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Dan- 
cy, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Perkins and 
Williamson—12. 

Naxrs—Messrs. Clark, Gage, Parker and Wallace—4. 

So the report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, 

A billto be entitled an’act to define the boundaries of Travis 
county; was taken up and read. 

Mr. Navarro moved to recommit the bill tothe committee 
on Counties and County Boundaries. 

Upon which, the yeas and nays were ealled, and stood as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Gage, Grimes, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Perkins and Wallace—7. 

Nars—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Cuny, Dancy, 
Jewett, Parker and Williamson—8S. 

So the motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burleson, 

The substitute of the House for the bill was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, . l 

Preamble and Resolution, relative to the Jurisdiction of the 
Territory of Santa Fe; was taken up and read, together with 
the report of the committee on State Affairs; offering amend- 
ments, 

Report adopted. E 

And resolution passed to a third reading. * 

4] i 
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On motion of Mr. Dancy, 

The rule was suspended; read third time and passed. 

Messrs. Dancy and Jewett were appointed a committee on 
the part of the Senate, to wait upon the Governor and inform 
him thatthe Legislature is abont to adjourn sine die, and en- 
quire if he has any further communications to make previous 
io the adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 

A bill to be entitled an act to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature among the several coun- 
ties of this State; was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

. A committee was appointed to wait on Mr. Williams, and 
receive his vote. 

Messrs. Bouriand and Wallace were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, 

The Senate adjourned until 7 o'clock, to-night. 


T OCLOCE, r. ML 
Senate met; roll called; quorum present. 


Question on the adoption of the substituie offered by Mr. 
Wallace, for a bill to be entitled an act to apportion the Sena- 
tors and Representatives of the Legislature among the several 
counties of this State. 

Upen which, the yeas and nars were called and =*nod thns: 

Yeis—Messrs. Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Me- 
Rac. Parser, Perkins, Wallace and Williamson—10. 

Navse——Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Jewett, 
Navarro and Willlams—7. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Clark moved te amend by striking out “Panola” from 
the 5th district. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Clark moved to amend by striking out “Harrison and 
Upshur,” from the 6th district. 

Division being called for, the President decided the motion 
was carried. 
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After which decision, the yeas and nays were called for. 

The President decided the call out of order. 

From which decision Mr. Gage appealed. 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, aud stood thus: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Clark. Cuny, Grimes, 
Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Wallace and 
Williamson—12. 

Nays—Messrs. Brashear. Dancy, Gage and Parker—t4. 

So the decision of the President was sustained. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, “Brazos” was inserted inthe 15th 
section. 


Mr. Cuny moved to strike out “LaVaca,” in the 17th section. 
Lost. 


Mr. Gage offered the following as a substitute for the 22d 
district: = 

“The 22d distriet shall be composed of all the counties east, 
or attached te Senatorial districts east of Trinity river, and 
the Chief Justice of all the ceunties in said district shall 
make returns to the Chief Justice of Rusk County, whose duty 
it shall be to compare the votes, so returned, and give his cer- 
tificate of election to the person receiving the highest number 
of such votes.” 


Mr. Dancy moved to strike out all that parfof the section 
relating to fleaters. 


Mr. Perkins offered the following amendment: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert 


“That the Senatorial districts, until otherwise provided by 
jaw, shall remain as provided for in the 32d section of the 3d 
article of the Legisictive Department in the Constitution of 
the State, and that the Territory out of which new counties 
or parts of new counties have been created, at fhe present 
Legislature, shall be attached te the Senatorial district ont of 
which such new counties were taken.” 

“Be wt further enacted, That the apportionment of Represent- 
atives among the several counties, until otherwise provided by 
law, shall remain as provided for in the 30th section of article 
‘3d, Legislative Department, in the Constitution of the State; 
and that the territory out of which new counties have been 
created at the past or present Legislature, shall be attached 


in Representation to the county, out of which such new conn- 
ay or part of new county was taken.” 


644 


Upon the adoption of which, the yeas and nays were called, 
and stood thus: 

Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Dancy,Grimes, 
Jewett, McRae Navarro, Perkins and Williamson—2ii. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Gage, Fitzgerald, Par- 
ker and Wallace—6. 7 ' 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Perkins moved to suspend the rule. 

Lost. 

A message wasreceived from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House concurred in the amend- 
ments of the Senate to Preamble and Joint Resolution relative 
to the jurisdiction of the Territory of Santa Fe. 


Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: $ 


The Judiciary committee herewith return to the Senate a 
“joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to procure the passage of a law, 
restricting the United States District Court for the District of 
Texas from trying titles to land.” 


Mr. Clark, also, made the following report: 


The Judiciary commitiee instruct me toreturn to the Senate 
the following bills, resolutions, &c.: 


*A bill to be entitled an act to increase and more par- 
ticularly desrcibe the duties of Secretary of State.” _ 

“A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the proceedings ona 
trial ofthe right of property, seized by a sheriff, constable or 
other officer, by execution or otherwise, when the same may 
be claimed by a person not a party to said execution.” . 

Sundry bills, amendatory of the law regulating proceedings 
in the District Courts. 

“A bill to be entitled anact to regulate evidence in cases, 
where land is the object of controversy.” 

“ A billto be entitled an act to allow bonds, promissory notes, 
drafts and other claims for money against the estates of de- 
ceased persons fo be used as set-offs, in law and in equity, 
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brought by executers or other representatives against the own- 
ers thereof.” 

“ An act requiring all officers ofthis State to continue to per- 
form the duties of their offices until their successors are elected 
and qualified accerding to law.” 

“A bill to be entitled an act to punish efficers.guilty of extor- 
tion.” 

Two “bills prescribing the times for helding the Courts in 
the Fifth Judicial District.” 

« A bill to be entitled an act te amend the seeond and third 
sections of the act concerning divoree and alimony, approved 
January 6th, 1844.” - 

-*A communication from the Jate Executive, in relation to a 
digest of the laws, by the Hen. A. Hutchinson, dated Decem- 
ber 20th, 1847.” : 

“An Executive communication under date of December 20th, 
1847, in relation to suits pending in our own State and the 
United States’ Courts, invelving the validity of fraudulent land 
certificates.” f 

“ Report of the Attorney General, dated December 20th, 
mle accompanied by an Executive communication of the same 

ate. 

“ A bill to be entitled an act fo direct the Secretary of State 
to strike out certain words of the acts or resolutions passed at 
the present session of the Legislature.” 

“ A. report of the committee on “ Private Lands,” upon certain 
private relief bills.” 

EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 


A. message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read, and 
acted on in Executive session. 

On motion ef Mr. Bourland, 

Joint resolution granting leave afabsence to James B. Shaw, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, for six weeks, during the year 
1848, was taken up, and 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The rule was suspended. 

‘Bead second time and passed to a third reading. 

Qn motion of Mr. Bourland, 
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‘The rule was further suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, 

- A bill to be entitledan act, supplementary to an act, to pro- 
vide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, 
was taken up, and 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, 

Bill read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the rale was further suspended, 

Bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Cuny, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act, sup- 
piementary to an act, making appropriations for the support of 
Government for the years 1815 and 1849, 

Read first time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Cuny, the rule was suspended, and. 

‘Bil read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

Tue blank was filed with “one thousand.” 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed.. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, 

‘The ruie was further suspended, and ` 

Bul read third time and passed, by the following vote = 


Yuas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, Cuny, Daney.. 
Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgeraid, Navarre, Perkins, Wallace and 
Williamson—12. 

Nars—Messrs. Clark, Gage and McRae—3. 

è 

A committee fromthe House informed the Senate that the 
House would adjourn. sine die, at 12 o'clock, this might.. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the Resolution requiring the 
Secretary of the Senate to remain in charge of the papers and 
documents of the Senate for two weeks alter the adjournment 
of the present Legislature, &c., was taken up.. 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to take up a@ bill te be entitled an act 
to provide for removing the Supreme Court to the town of 
Huntsville. 


Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood as fol- 
{ 
100S: 
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Ysss—Messrs, Clark, Gage, McRae, Parker and Wallace 
i). 
b: Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burleson, Cany, Dancy Grimes, 
Jewett, Fitzgerald, Parker and W. illiamson—9. 

Motion Lost. 


On motion cf Mr. Dancy, 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize Justices’ Courts, and 
Gefine the powërs and jurisdiction of the same, was taken up. 

Read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Nr. Dancy, 

‘Fhe rule was suspended. 

Bill read third time and passed 


Mr. Gage offered the following resolution ; 


& Resolved, That, by ard with the concurrence of the House 
of Representatives, ‘the resolution for sgjournmenk “sine die” 
on Monday, the 20th instant, be hereby rescinded, and that the 
two Houses adjourn “ sing die” on Tuesday, the 2ist inst, at 
o'clock.” 


Upon the adoption of which the yeas and nays were calied, 
and stood thus: 


Yeas—Messrs. Clark, Dancy, Gage, Jewett and Parker—. 

Nays—Messrs. Ab bott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Cuny., 
Grimes, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Wallace and 
Williamsen—12. i 

Rejected. 

A message was received from the House of Representa- 
tives, in forming the Senate, that the House had passeda bill 
to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, making appro- : 
o for the support ofthe Government for the years 1e 
and 1S49, which originated in the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, 


A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Robert H. Porter to 
construct a turnpike road, and establish a ferry on the Trinity 
river, at Porter's Blufis, was taken up, and 

Read first time. 
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Nays—MAessrs, Abboit, An oe Grimes, McRae, 
Navarro, Perkins and Williamson—2 ss 


Mr. Perkins moved to reconsider the vote which adopted Mr. 
Weailace’s substitut 
Lost. 
Ar. Jewett moved to reject the substitute. 
Losi. 
‘The questien then recurred on Mr. Gage's substitute for 22d 
district. 
Adopied. 
Mr. Fit zgeraid mored to amend by striking out “Sanita Fe” 
and inserting “Starr, Webb and Cameron.” 
Upon which the veas and nays were called, and stood thus: 
Yeas—Mesers. Abbett, Bouriand, Barieson, any, Jewett, 
Fitzgerald, Sarre: Perkins and Wiliamson—8, 
Nays—Messrs. Brashear, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Me- 
Rea, Parker and Wailace—2. 
So the amendment was sadepied. 
Mr. Burleson moved to iay the bill upon the table. 
Upon which the yeas and nays were calied, and stood as fol- 
iOws: 
Yeas—Messrs. Abbots Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, 
Grimesand Navarre—. 
aa Ciark, Cuny. eget Gage, Jewett, Pitzger- 
1, McRae, Parker, Perkins, Wallace and WilEamson—1L. 
Ee ion to jay on the iabie Jost. 
Mr. Clark offered the following amendment: 
“That Harrison and Panola counties form the filth district.” 
Rejected. 
Air. Ciark offered to amend as follows: 
“That Harrison, Pancia and Upshur form the sixth district.” 
Rejected. 
Mr. Cuny moved ine previous question. 
Carried. __ 
The bill then passed to a third reading. 
Air. Jewett moved to suspend the rule, that the billm might be 
read third time and passed. 
{pon which the yeas and nays were catied and stocd thus: 
Yeas—Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, 
Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, 
Wallace and Williamssn—14. a 


z 
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*Xars—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland and Grimes—3. 
So the rule was suspended, 
The veas and nays were N caled on the final passage of 


= ela aie Bras ear. G uny, Dancy, Gage EGrimes, Jew- 
Tae 
eii, Fitzgerald, Mera , Navarro, Parker, Wallace and Wil- 


; Nars—Messrs, Abbots, Bocriand, Barlesan, Clark and Per- 
kins—5. 

So the bil passe el. 

Gn mot Hee of Mr. Jewett, ; 

A bill to be entitied an act to provide for-the organization 
of new counties, was taken up; 

Read 21 time and passed to a third reading 


And on see ae) Mr. Jewett, 

‘Fae rule was suspended; bill read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House eof Repre nga falives, 
informing the Senate, that the House had adepted 7 ee 
e Senate for a bul to be entitled an act n: apportion 


a 


sand Representatives of the Legislature among 
the severci counties of this Mate. 


Tho fT, = 


Tae folowing communication was received and read: 
Austin, Mareh 28th, 1848 
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the long and very laborious session of the Senate, which is. 
abont to close.” 

Adepted. 

The Journal was then read and adopted. 

And on motion, the Senate adjourned sine die. 


mja 
K tw 


EXECUTIVE JOURNALS. 


December 17th, 1847. 


A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting three several communications in writing, which 
were read; and 


On motion of Mr. Abbott, made the special order of the day 
for Monday the 20th inst. 


December 18th, 1847. 


FA message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read; 

On motion of Mr. Parker, made the special order of the day 
for Monday the 20th inst. 


A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting the foliowing communication: 


Executive Office, 
December 8th, 1847. 


To the Honorable the Senate, 


I have the honor to lay before you the nomination of the 
Hon. Amos Clark, for the office of Judge of the sixth Judicial 
district, to which place he has been appointed. during the re- 
cess of the Senate, to fill the vacancy occasiened by the resig- 
nation of the Hon. Wm. B. Ochiltree. 
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Your advice and consent to said appointment i» respeetful’y 
asked. 5 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, 
The nomination was laid upon the table. 


Monday, Dec. 26th, 1847. 


The following communication from the Governor, having 
been made the special order of the day for to-day, was taker 
up. 


Executive Office, 
Austin, Dec. Fith,. 1847. 


To the Honorable the Senater 


I have the honor to lay before you the nomination of the 
Hon. Constantine W. Buckley, for the office of Judge of the 
seventh Judicial district, to which place he has been appointed 
during the recess of the Senate, to fill the vacancy eccasioned 
by the resignation of the Hon. John B. Jones. 

Your advice and consent to said appointment is respectfully 


asked. 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


Mr. Abbott moved the confirmation of the nominee, Mr. 
Buckley. 2 

The yeas and nays stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson, and Woot- 
ten—19, 

Nays—None. 


So thé nomination was confirmed. 


The following communication, also, having been made the 
special order of the day for to-day; was taken up, viz: 
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Executive Office, 
Austin, Dec. 17th, 1847, 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


Since the adjournment of our last Legislature, and during 
the temporary absence of the Governar from the State; His 


Excellency, A. C. Horton, acting Governor, made the following 
appointments, to wit: 


NOTARIES PUBLIC. 


Names. County. Date’ of Commission. 
George W. Palmer, Victoria, July 21, 1846. 
Seth Ingram, Matagorda, “ 25, * 
Peter Burke, San Augustine, « 30, “ 
J. F. Turnham, Milam, August 1, “ 
E. W. McKee, San Augustine, “« 44, “ 
J. A. Chaffin, do. ne 
Benjamin E. Edwards, Bexar, i 
J. F. Price, Goliad, “« 18, “ 
L. C. Cunningham, vice 

Jas. Nicholson, Bastrop, Oct. 10, “ 
H. Nelson, vice B, Blake, Nacogdoches, cs mM 
A. L. Vail, vice Robinson, Fayette, a 
Adolph Wed meyer, Comal, ‘ « 13, “ 
Ephraim Roddy, Washington, “ 17, “ 
P. F. Herbert, vice Battle, Fort Bend, 6 & « 
G. W. McMahan, do. oc s & 
Chas. Mason, vice Munson, Travis, “24, & 
H. O. Hedgcox, Collin, so 6 G 
H. W. Coffee, do. ,„ «© & g 
H. Levenhagen, vice ' 

George Fisher, ' Harris, ~ “ 644, “ 
J. Castine, vice Culp, do. t 98, “ 
G. W. Quinan, vice ` l 

Thompson, Wharton, «o a c 
B. P. Gates, vice Garner, Jefferson, Nov. 7, * 
John K. Robinson, vice 

P. J. Pulsefer, . do. so å n å k 


E. P. Hunt, Galveston, August 21, “ 
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Which appointments are submitted for the advice and con- 
sent of your honorable body. 
}. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


Mr. Williamson AP the confirmation of the nominees, 
in solido, 

Mr. Wallace moved a division of the question, to wit: 
_ That the vote be taken on the original nominees, and upon 
_ the nominees to fill vacancies, separately. 


Carried. 


os 


The yeas and nays on the confirmation of the original nomi- 
nees, were as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, “Williams, Williamson and Wotten—18. 

Nays—Mr. Wallace—l. 


The yeas and nays were then called on the tonfirmation of 
the nominees to fill vacancies, and stood thus: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Woot- 
ten—19. 

Nays—None. 

So the nominations were confirmed. 


The following communication from the Governor, also, hav- 
ing been made the special order of the day, was taken up: 


Executive Office, 
Austin, Dec. 17th, 1847. 


Gentlemen of the Sendte: 


. During the recess of the Senate, the undersigned Executive 
of the State, made the following appointments to fillvacancies 
which happened by deaths, resignations and otherwise: 


~ 


è 
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. NOTARIES PUBLIC. 


Names. County. Date of Commission. 

W. D. Goffe, vice Stewart, Gonzales, July 19, 1847.. 
R. B. Wells, “ Gilbert, Washington, “o 3, “e 
J. W. Hackett,“ Merritt, Walker, « 9 « 
G. W. Davis, “ Caldwell, De Witt, Nov, 10, 1846. 
Daniel M. Short, Shelby, “ 20, « 
Nath’l Amory, vice Forbes, Nacogdoches, Jan. 4, 1847. 
C. C. Land, “« Hug- - ` 

gins, Liberty, “14, $ 
Jasper Powlis “ Smith, Jefferson, “#23, “> 
W. F. Henderson, 

vice Moores, Navarro, = Feb9, “ 
William P. Austin, Brazoria, May 22, «“ 
Thos. G. Masterton, do, « a u 
Jas. H. Bell, vice A. P. Crit- 

tenden, do, July 6, “ 
N.S. Rector, “ Lewis, Guadalupe, “ 30, € 
Edwin A. Maynard, vice 

R. S. Blount, Matagorda, Augt, 2l, “ 
John Warnock, vice Hoy, Montgomery, “s « u 
J. L. Hogg, - Cherokee, oc « á g 
A.F. Porter, vice Raymond, Burleson, Dec. 13, “ 

COMMISSIONER OF PILOTS. 

Henry A. Cobb, Port of Galveston, Dee. 10, 1847. 


Which nominations he respectfully submits for your advice 
and consent. 


J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, 


The nominations for Notaries Public were confirmed, in 
solido. 


e 


The yeas and Nays as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Daney, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
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Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Woot- 
ten—19., 
Nays—none. 


The nomination for Commissioner of Pilots was then con- 
firmed by the following vote: 


Yeras——Messrs, Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, . 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Woot- 
ten—19, l 

Nays——none. 

The following communication from the Governor, having, 
also, been made the special order of the day for to-day, was 
taken up: : 

Executive Office, 
Austin, Dec. 18th, 1847. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I have the honor to submit, for your advice and consent, the 
following nominations, viz: | 


James L. Lytle, Notary Public for Calhoun county. 
ç c$ ck 


John R. Heny, Limestone “ 
David Laughlin, “ °° & Navarro « 
Sam. G. Newton, “ «o Dallas . «“ 
George Van Ness “ « « Bexar 4 
Martin F. Reinhardt,“ | * “ Nacogdoches“ 
Wm. H. Hord, ae “ © Dallas s 
D. W. ©. Vary, j “ © Limestone “ 
Isaac Malone, Š H e do 8 


J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


Mr. Williamson moved that the nominations be voted on, in 
solido. 
Carried. 


The yeas and nays, being called on the confirmation, stood as 
follows: 42 
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Ysas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—18, 

Nayvs—Mr. Wallace—1. 


So the nominations were confirmed, 


A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
presenting the following communication: 


Executive Office, 
Austin, Dec, 20th, 1847. 
Gentlemen of the Senate: . 


I have the honor to submit, for your advice and consent, the 
following nominations, viz: 
John Loope, James Moore and John Chisolm, Notaries 
Public for the county of Bowie. 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, 


‘The vote was taken up on ihe nominations, in solido; 
And stood as follows: - 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Phillips, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—18., 

Nays—Mr. Wallace—1. 


~ 


Nominations confirmed. 


2 December 22d, 1847. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, 

The nomination of Amos Clark for Judge of the sixth Judi- 
cial District was taken up and referred to a Select Committee, 
with power to send for persons and papers. . 

Messrs. Parker, Gage, Jewett, Williamson and Williams 
were appointed said Committee. ; 

Mr. Wallace presented sundry documents, in relation to said 


059 


nomination, which were read and referred to the said Select 
Committee, 

Mr. Gage presented sundry resolutions adopted at a meeting 
‘of the members of the bar, in attendance upon the District 
‘Court of Henderson county; which were read and referred te 
the same Cemmittee. . 


December 234, 1847. 


A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
presenting the following communication: 


Eixectitive Office, « 
Austin, Dec, 23d, 1847. 


‘Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I respectfully submit, for the advice and consent of your Hon. 
Body, the following nomination, viz: . 
Washington D. Miller, for Secretary of State. — 
- GEORGE T. WOOD, 


Gevernor of the State of Texas. 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, . 
The rule requiring nominations to lay over to a future day, 


was suspended. 
The nomination was then confirmed by the following vote: 


Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Clark, Cuny, Grimes, Je- 
wett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace, Williams and 
‘W ootten—13, l , 

Nays-—Messrs. Burleson, Dancy, Gage and Perkins—-4. 


eer 


December 31st, 1847. 
A message was received irom his Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing; which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Parker, | 
Made the special order of the day for Monday-next. 
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Mr. Parker made the folowing report: 


~ Committee Room.. 
December 31st, 1847.. 
How. J. A. GREER, | 
President of the Senate: 


Your Select Committee, to whom was referred the nomina- 
tion of the Han. Amos Clark for Judge of the sixth Judicial 
District, have instructed me to report said nomination back to. 
the Senate, with the accompanying documents, and recommend 
that said nomination be laid upon the table until called up. 

ISAAC PARKER, 
~ Chairman. 


Which report was adopted. 


Monday, January 3d, 1848. 


The following communication from the Governor, having 
been made the special order of the day for to-day, was taken up. 


Executive Office, 
Austin, Dee. 31st, 1847. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 
I respectfully submit, for the cousideration and advisement 


of your Hon. Body, the following nominations, viz: , 


William Killough, Notary Public, Robertson county. 
4 (29 Mi ít 


E. A. Hill, ilam 

J. C. Reed, “ 6 do, s 
A. H. Hemphill, s 6 do, s 
Gwin Morrison, s “ Grimes i 
Henry Tiebout, t “ Leon “ 
George B. Halyard, “ . - Colorado “ 
H, C. Pedigo, - “ s Tyler ‘í 
Wm. B. Williamson, “ u Polk e, 


Wm, F., Bowen, í s “do “ 
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Isaac B. McFarland,“ = «“ Fayette & 
Ferdinand Fauntleroy, í Anderson “ 
J. G. Remie, , i oa Galveston «€ 
Seth Ingråm, “ i Matagorda “ 
Conrad Seabaugh “ i Comal K 
James P. O'Reiley, “ g Calhouh : 
James B. Shannon, “ = Grayson u 
James L. Atchison, “ « do c 
Wm. Burket, s g do s 
Nicholas Maddox, “ % do & 
Hiram Saddler, & “ Lamar 4 
Isaiah Wells, i s Red River “ 
B. P. Smith, E “s “i 


do 
GEORGE T. WOOD. 


On motion of Mr, Jewett, 
a nomination of William Killough was laid upon the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, 

The nomination of A. H. Hemphill was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

The nomination of Isaiah Wells was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Williamson moved the confirmation of the other no- 
minations, in solido. : 

‘Whereupon the yeas and nays were called and stood as fol- 
lows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, 
Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, 


Parker, Perkins, Philips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten—20. ; 


Nays—None. 


So the nominations were unanimously confirmed. 


+ 


January 14th, 1848. 


A message was received from His Excellecny, the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Parker, made the special order of the day 


for Monday, 17th instant. 
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Monday, January 17th, 1848, 


Fhe folowing communication from the Governor, having 
been made the special order of the day for to-day, was taken up. 


s Executive Office, 
Austin, January t4th,, 1848.. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : es 


I have the honor for transmit for yourconsideration and ad- 
visement the following nominations, viz.: 


Simon W. Kellogg, Notary Public for Robertson County- 
Cavit Armstrong, . “ e 6 o- ae 


J. O. Straughan, "f s ¢ Collin e 
Wiliam Perrin, iE s t do t 
John A. King, e s “ DeWitt H 
Wiliam A Holand, s j « Shelby € 
Joseph Lee, = “ “ Travis K 
R. C. Ballance, as e “ Newton ‘e 
James Miller, 7 # 4 Navarro $6 
Reuben F. Box, t si “ do “ 
Wiliam P. McNeil, $i & “ Casa se 
Matthew S. Mullens,  “ K “ do s 
Ferdinand Holcomb,  “ « « do c 
Allen Urquahart, a « do i 
A. M. Holbrook, & t “ Titus ad 
Thomas J. Rogers, Hó ái « do a 
Dudley J. White, fe « Grimes 6 
B, B. Goodrich, « s£ & do i 
Thomas W. Hoy, s Af 4“ Montgomery “ 
William R. Culp, ig “ “ Cherokee s 
Wiliam Bradbury, w a “ Austin H 
Samuel V, Lamothe.  “ á K do 4 
James McLain, ; rf “ Houston oe vt 
Seldon Tryon, # a “ do ed 
Henry Jones, ‘i sd « Titus e 
Byrd W. Gray, s = “ do j 
Wiliam S. Johnson “ os a“ do & 
Joseph Gordon, s E oF do s 
J. W. Copes, s g & Harris i 


GEO, T. WOOD, 


g 
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The folowing communication was received from his Excel- 
lency, the Governor: 
` Executive Office, 
Austin, January, 17th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


I respectfully request of your Honorable Body the liberty of 
withdrawing the nomination of J. Wilson Copes, for the office 
of Notary Public of Harris County. 

Sincesubmitting to you his name, I have ascertained that 
the number of Notaries allowed to that county was full. 


GEO. T. WOOD. 
Request granted and nomination withdrawn. 


On motion of Mr. Jewett, the nomination of Simon W, Kel- 
logg was laid upon the table. i 

On motion of Mr. Dancy, the yeas and nays were then 
called on the other nominations, and they were unanimously 
confirmed. 


ye 


January 20th, 1848. 


A message was received from His Excellency, the Goyerg 
nor, presenting a communication in writing, which was read, 
and, 

On motion of Mr, Cuny, made the special order of the day 
for Monday next, the 24th instant. 

3 Monday, January 24th, 1848. | 


The following communication fromthe Governor having 
been made the special order of the day for to-day, was taken 


up, 
Executive Office, 
Austin, January 20th, 1848, 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


I have the honor to transmit to you for your consideration 
and advisement, the following nominations, to wit. 


\ 
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Franklin Bean, Notary Public for Smith County. 
‘James C. Hill, e s do “ 
Nathaniel Keelo, g a “ Cherokee “ 
John Brown, (Red) . 5 “ Henderson “ 
Sam’. J. Redgate, a “ Colorado “ 
Jobn C. Arnett, bs a “ Tyler = « 
John Henry Brown, “ a “ Victoria “ 
Clinton J. Willard, K 5 “« Cass i 
Richard P. Crump, i e e do = 
Laird M. H. Butler, i “ “ Galveston “ 
Lewis L. Childs, . y% “ Burleson “ 
George S. Young, as “ Red River“ 
Martin Fullbright, Jr. r g « do s 
John H. Potts, s ‘$ “ ‘Leon a 


GEO. T. WOOD. 


` On motion of Mr, Phillips, the nomination of John Henry 
-Brown, for Victoria county, was laid upon the table. 
On motion of Mr. Bache, 


The nomination of Laird M. H. Butler, of Galveston “county, 
was laid upon the table. 


The yeas and nays were called upon the confirmation of the 
other nominations, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, 
‘Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Perkins, Phillips, 
Wallace, Williams and Wootten—16. 

Nays—None. 


So the nominations were unanimously confirmed. 


February ist, 1848. 


Me Parker moved to take up the nomination of Amos Clark. 
ost. 
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February 2d, 1848. 


Mr. Gage moved to to take up the nomination of Amos 
Clark, for Judge of the Sixth Judicial District. 

Carried. ; 

On motion of Mr. Parker, š 

The nomination was made the special order of the day for 
Saturday, the 12th instant. 

. Mr. Gage presented sundry petitions, protests, and letters 
relative to the nomination of Mr. Clark, which were placed 
with the nomination, to come up at the same time. 

Mr. Parker presented sundry documents relative to the same, 
which were disposed of in the same way. 


Saturday, February 12th, 1848. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The nomination of Amos Clark was taken up. 

Mr. Gage moved that it be made the special order of the 
day for Monday next. . 

Mr, Clark moved to make it the special order of the day for 
Saturday next. 

Lost. zi 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, 

Tt was made the special order of the day for Thursday next, 
the 17th instant. . 


Thursday,-Eebruary 17th, 1848. 


The nomination of Amos Clark having been made the spe- 
cial order of the day for to-day, was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Parker, 

Laid upon the table until to-morrow. 


February 18th, 1848. 


- The following message was received from His Excellency, 
the Governor; 
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Executive Office, 
Austin, February 18th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I respectfully beg leave to withdraw the nomination of the 
Hon. Amos Clark, which was submitted to the consideration of 
the Senate, by my predecessor, Governor Henderson. 

GEO. T. WOOD- 


The foregoing message was accompanied by the following 
communication : 


Austin, February 17th, 1848. 


To His Excellency, 
Geo. T. Woop, . 
Governor of the State of Texas : 


The undersigned feeling duly authorized to represent the 
Hon. Amos Clark, who was nominated by your predecessor, 
for the office of Judge of the Sixth Judicial District, and whose 
nomination is still pending before the Senate, respectiully re- 
quests that you will withdraw the same from the further con- 
sideration of that honorable body. 

He is induced to pursue this course, upon? perceiving that 
great embarrassment has been thrown around his father’s 
nomination, by a bill which has this day passed the Senate, to 
dismember the Sixth Judicial District, and attach the county in 
which its Judge, (the present nominee) resides to the Fifth 
Judicial District, in which there is already a Judge. 

I am yours, respectfully, i 
D. W. C. CLARK. 


Mr. Gage moved that the request be granted. ` 

Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood 
thus: : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Parker, Per- 
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kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, ‘Williamson and Wootten— 
18. 


Nays—None. 
So the request was granted, and nomination withdrawn. 


$ — hd 


February 2ist, 1848. 


A message was received from His Excellency, the Gover- 


nor, presenting two communications in writing, which were 
read, and. 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, made the special order of the 
day for Wednesday next, 23d inst. 


Wednesday, Feb. 23d,-1848. 
The following communication from the Governor having 
been made the special order of the day, for te-day, was taken 
Up. 


“Executive Office, 
Austin, Feb. 23d, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I have the honor to submit for your consideration and ad- 
advisement the following nominations, viz: 


S. L. Jones, Commissioners of Pilots for the port of 
J. J. Hendley, § Galveston. 


G. L. Peacock, 


James Ross, 
W. Rowlett, Commissioners of Pilots for the pert of 
Thomas Wilson, LaVaca. a 


Edward Clegg, GEO, T. WOOD. 
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The yeas and nays were called on the confirmation of the 
nominations for commissioners of Pilots for the port of Gal- 
veston, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs, Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, 
Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na- 
varro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, William- 
son and Wootten—20. ` 


Nays—None. , 

The yeas and nays were then called on the confirmation of 
the nominations for Commissioners of Pilots for the port of 
LaVaca; and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear; Bache, Burle- 
son, Clark. Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, 
Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phelps, Wallace, Williams and 
Wootten—20. 

Nars—None. 


So the nominations were unanimously confirmed. 
The following communication from the Governor, having 
also been made the special order of the day, for to-day, was 


taken up. 


Executive Office, 
Austin, Feb. 21, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


Among the list of nominations which I had the honor to sub- 
twit to the Senate on the 20th ultimo, was the name of John 
Henry Brown, as Notary Public for Victoria county. Ihave 
since learned that the nominee resides in Calhoun county, and 
respectfally request the Hon. Senate to confirm his nomina- 
tion as Notary for that county. 


GEO. T, WOOD. 


° Whereupon the yeas and nays upon the confirmation of the 
nomination were called, and stood as follows: 


Yrss—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Clark, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 


A bene he ape ane 
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Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and 
Wootten—19, l 
Nays—None. _ 
So the nomination was confirmed. 


A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read, and 
is as follows: : 


* 


“Executive Office, 
Feb. 28d, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I respectfully submit for the consideration and advisement 
of your honorable body, the nomination of Joseph C. Meggin- 
son, as Judge of the first Judicial district. 

GEO. T. WOOD.” | 


Mr. Perkins moved to make it the special order of the day 
for Monday the 28th inst. i : 

Lost. - 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, 

it was made the special order of the day for Friday next, 
the 25th inst. . 


A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read, and 
being nominations for Notaries Public, were made the special 
order of the day for Friday the 25th inst. i 


Friday Feb. 25th, 1848. 


The nomination of: Joseph © Megginson, haying been made 
the special order of the day, for to-day, was taken up. 
Mr. Dancy moved to lay it on the table, and make it the 
P order of the day for Wednasday next. 
ost. 
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The yeas and nays were then called on the confirmation dnd 
stood as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burle- 
son, Clark, Cuny, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten—18. 

Nays—Mr. Dancy—l1. 

Messrs. Perkins and Phillips were excused from voting. 

So the nomination was confirmed. 


The following communication. having also been made the 
special order of the day for to-day was taken up: 


“Executive Office, 
Austin, Feb. 25th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


E 


I have the honor to submit to your consideration the follow- 
ing nominations, to wit: 


F. W. Frazier, Notary Public for Fort Bend County. 


Abraham Lee, ‘Austin s 
Silas B. Hart, é s s Henderson 4i 
Henry S. Garlick, ‘e « Galveston’ s 
Charles H. Durgan, “ « «Dallas ss 
James L. Ewing, “ « « Angelina g 
John N. O. Smith, i s « Harris i 
John Levy, K « «Harris K 
J. E. McClellen, i « « Fannin " 
Napoleon B. Jones, =“ «  «  -Harrison : 
John W. Mann, e & do. si 
Edwin Cater, e © á k do. k: ik 
Elbert E. Smith, t +- u do. 
Micajah Johns, s6 ss « Panola s 
Alexander Birdsong, “ e e do. x 
Lewis Reed, s « è è « Uphw. $ 
Wiliam Welbern, a us 5 do. as 
Alexander Farmer, “ e s Galveston ís 


GEO. T. WOOD. 


The yeas and nays being called on the confirmation of the 
nominations were as follows: 
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Yeas—-Messrs. Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace, 
Williams,. Williamson and Wootten—15. 

Ways—None. £ 

So the nominations were unanimously confirmed, 


Saturday, Feb, 26th, 1848. 
A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting the following communicatiom 


Executive Office, 
Austin, Feb. 26th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I respectfully submit for the advice and consideration of the 
Hon. Senate, the nomination of Fielding Jones, as Judge of the 
tenth Judicial district. 

GEO, T. WGOD. 


On motion of Mr. Phillips, 


It was made the special order of the day for Monday next, 
the 28th inst, 


mey 


Monday, Feb. 28th, 1848, 


The nomination of Fielding Jones as Judge of the tenth Ju- 
dicial district, having been made the special order of the day, 
for to-day, was taken up and confirmed by the following vote: 

Yzas—Maessrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burle- 
son, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, 
Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Wallace, Williams, Williamson 
and Wootten—19, i 

Nays—WNone. 
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March 3d, 1848. 


A message was received from His Excellency, the Govern- 
or, presénting the following communication: 


Executive Office, 
Austin, March 2d, 1848. 


Genilemen of the Senate: 


I have the honor to lay before you for your consideration 
and advice, the following nominations, to wit: 
Lemuel D. Evans as Judge for the sixth Judicial District, 
and Spruce M. Baird as Judge for the ninth Judicial District. 
GEO, T. WOOD. 


Which was on motion of Mr. Gage, made the special order 
of the day for Wednesday the 8th inst. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, 

The nomination of Mr. Evans, together with sundry docu- 
ments, presented by him, relative to the nomination, were re- 
ferred to the committee on Apportionment, Privileges and 
Elections. I 

On motionof Mr, Bourland, 

The nomination of Mr. Baird was referred to the same 
committee. 

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read; and 
is as follows: 


Executive Office, 
Austin, March 3d, 1848. 


To the Honorable the Senate: 


I respectfully submit for the consideration and advice of 
the Hon. Senate, the nomination of John D. Pitts as Adjutant 
GEO. T. WOOD. 
General of the State. 
On motion of Mr. Brashear,the nomination was made the 
special order of the day for to-morrow. 
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Saturday, March 4th, 1848. 


The nomination,of John D. Pitts having been made the spe- 
eial order of the day for was taken up and confirmed by the 
following vote. 


Vras—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, 
Parker, Perkins, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wooten 
-—18, i 

Nays—None. 


r sect 


March 6th, 1848. 


_ A message was received from his Excelleney the Governor 
presenting a communication in writing. 

Which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Clark, 

Made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 


Wednesday, March 7th, 1848. 


The following communication from the Governor, having 
been made thespeciai order of the day for to-day was taken 
up. 


Executive office, 
Austin, March 6th, 1848. . 


To thé Honorable, the Senate: 
I respectfully snbmit for the consideration ahd advice of 


Honorable‘body, the following nominations, to wit: 
James P. O’Reily, Notary Public, Matagorda County. 
66 


Wm. L. Bush, 6 Brazoria E 
Alfred L. Murray « « Milam i 
Reuben H.. Roberts Ke is Henderson 


William C. Pitts j + Hays yy 
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Edward A. Weyman Notary Public Cameron County. 


Angelo Causici Medina 

‘Allen Farquahar “4 s Calhoun “ 
William Kincaid “ “ Polk G 
Hansel Coburn i és Houston “ 
Josiah W. Wells, & i Red River  «“ 


40. T. WOOD. 


The yeas and nays were called on the confirmation of the 
nominations and stood as follows. 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, E Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na- 
varro, Parker, Perkins, Wallace and Williams—17, 

Nays—None. 

So the nominations were unanimously confirmed. 


Smead 


Wednesday, Mareh 8th, 1848. 
Mr. Williams made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Austin, March 8th, 1848. 
Hon. J. A. Greer, 
President of the Senate : 


The committee on apportionment, privileges and elections 
to which was referred the nomination of Lemuel D. Evans 
for the office of District Judge, in and for the sixth Judicial 
District, have enquired into the same, and find a majority of 
the delegation in the Legislature from that district in favor of 
his confirmation by the Senate and therefore recommend the 


same. e 
s WM. M. WILLIAMS, 


Chairman. 


The yeas and nays were then called on the coma of 
the nomination and-stood as follows; 
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Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, 
Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Wallace, Williams and William- 
son-~18, 

Nays—None. 

So the nomination was confirmed by a unanimous vote. 

On motion of- Mr. Williams, 

The nomination of Mr. Baird, was laid on the table until to- 
morrow. 


% 


ome 


Thursday, March 9th, 1848. 


Mr. Williams made the following report. 


; Committee Room, 
Austin, March 9th, 1848. 


Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of the Senate. 


The committee on apportionment, privileges and elections, 
to which was referred the nomination of Mr. Spruce M. Baird, 
for office of District Judge, in and for the ninth Judicial dis~ 
trict, have enquired the same, and find a majority of the dele- 
gation in the Legislature from that Judicial district are oppos- 
ed to the confirmation. 

Therefore the committee cannot recommend to the Senate a 
confirmation contrary to the wishes of said majority. 

WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
' Chairman. 

On motion of Mr, Parker, 


The nomination was made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow, the 10th inst. 


Saturday, March. 11th, 1848. 


The nomination of Mr. Baird having been made the special 
order of the day for Friday the 10th inst, was taken up. 
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Mr. Dancy moved te lay it upon thé table until Monday 
next, ' ; 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Burlesen, 

A committee was appointed to wait on Mr. Williams and 
receive his vote. 

Messrs. Burleson and Gage were appeinted said commit- 
tee. 


The yeas.and nays were then called on the confirmation of 
the nomination and stood as follows: f 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Gage, 
Grimes, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins and Wallace—11, 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland,. Burleson, Dancy, Jewett, Fitz- 
gerald, Williams and Williamson—7v. 

So the nomination was rejected.. 


Menday, March 15th, 1848, 


A. message was received from his Excelleney the Governor 
presenting the following communication which was read and 
is as follows: 


Executive Office, 
> Mareh 13th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senater 


Ihave the honor to submit for your advice and consent the 
nomination of John W. Harris to the ear ae Gen- 
Lof the State, to take effect from the-7th day of May next. 
Da i GEO. T. WOOD. 
On motion of Mr. Clark, 
The nomination was made the special of order the day for 


$0-Morrow.. 


677 
‘Tuesday March 14th, 1848. 


The nomination of John W. Harris, having been made the 
special order of the day for to-day, was taken up and confirm- 
ed by the following vote. | 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, 
Perkins, Wallace and Williamson—15. 

Nays—None. 


-o 


‘Wednesday March 15th, 1848. 


FS A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, ` 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read, and 
On motion of Mr. Gage, . 
Made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 


Thursday, March 16th, 1848. 


‘The following communication from the Governor, having 
been made the special order of the day, for to-day, was taken 


up. 


Executive Office, 
Austin, March 15th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I have the honor to submit for your advice and censent the 
ollowing nominations for Notaries Public, to wit: 


Ware Benge, Jefferson ©. Parish, Fannin County 
Jacob Brown, E. A. Whittlesey, Sabine a 
Wm. Patterson Geo. W. Fletcher, Cameron “ 
John Buchannan, . . a 4 . Starr “ 


Walter Winn, . ©. . £ `. « Webb County. 
Dwight Brewster, A R z ` - Nueces Ga 
James Davenport ee wr o e Rusk í“ 
Crockett Burroughs , . > ., . Medina * 
James M. Caller 3 ; i r . Colorado * 


Thomas H. Stribbling . . . . LaVaca “ 
J ohn H. Wells . » + ta‘ ve Oe Caldwell t 
Very respectfully, 


GEO.. T. WOOD 


The yeas and nays being called on the confirmation of the 
nominations stood as follows. 

Yeas—Maessrs. Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dan- 
cy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Par- 
ker, Perkins and Wallace—14, 

Nays—None. l 

So the nominations were unanimously confirmed. 


A message was received from his Excellency the Governor 
presenting a communication in writing, which was read and 
is as follows. 


Executive ofice, 
Austin, March 16th, 1848.. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


I have the honor to lay before you, for your advice and con- 
sent the nomination of Spruce M. Baird, for Judge of the elev- 
enth Judicial District. 

GEO. T. WOOD. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, 
It was made the special order ofthe day for to-morrow. 


mear 


Friday, March 17th, 1848. 


The nomination of Spruce M. Baird having been made the 
special orderof the day for to day, was taken up. 


+ 
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The yeas and nays being called stood thus. 

Yeas-——Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Per- 
kins and Wallace—14, 

Nays—Mr. Dancy—l. | 

So the nomination was confirmed. 


apace 


A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
presenting the following communication. 


Executive office, 
Austin, March 17th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


Thave the honor to submit for your advice and consent the 
nomination of Burnett H. Martin for Judge of the ninth Ju- 
dicial District. | , l 

. Respectfully, 
l GEO. T. WOOD. 
On motion of Mr. Clark, 

The nomination was made the special order of the day for 

to-morrow. | 


Manora 


A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
Presenting two several communications in writing which were 
read. . ‘ 

One of which being nominations for Notaries Public, and 
the other for Commissioners to select a proper site whereon 
to locate a Penitentary, were made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow. 


enai - 
I 
| 


Saturday, March 18th, 1848, 


The nomination of Bennett H. Martin having been made the 
special order of the day for to-day, was taken up. 


” 
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Mr. Williamson moved a call of the Senate. i 

Carried. 

On motion, 

The call was suspended. 

Mr. Parker presented the following communication, which 
was read ; 


z Austin, March 17th. 4848. 


To the Honorable the Senate 
Of the State of Texas: 


The undersigned, representing in the Legislature the citis 
zens of the Ninth Judicial District, and seeing their, that oft 
expressed wants, and those of the people of the said district have 
been totally neglected and disregarded in the nomination of 
B. H. Martin for Judge of said district, to the exclusion of 
others, whose characters and legal attainments were unexcep- 
tionable, do most respectfully and differentially, but solemly 
and unequivocally, in their own names, and in the name of 
those they have the honor to represent, remonstrate and protest 
against the confirmation of said nomination. 

S. A. MILLER. 
WM. S. SADLER. 


Mr. Bourland presented the following communication, which 
was also read: 
Col. BOURLANDÐ, 

Str :— 

Lam just informed that the nomination of Col. Martin for 
Judge ofthe Ninth District is now before the Senate, and that 
some Hon. Senators object to him—that he is obnoxious toa 
charge of murder in the State of Arkansas. 

I was intimately acquainted with Col. Martin in that State, 
and knew all the circumstances referred to. 

Col. Martin, some years since in Arkansas, unfortunately 
killed a man—I was his counsel in the case—he was regularly 
tried and acquitted by a jury of his country. k 

Thave, toassure you that no man enjoyed a fairer reputation 
in the State of Arkansas than Col. Martin—no man more inca- 
pable of committing the crime of murder. 

Yours, &c., 


L. D. EVANS. 
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Mr. Jewett moved thata committee be appointed to wait an 
Mr. Williams and receive his vote. 

Carried. f 

Mr. Parker moved that a committee be appointed to wait on 
Mr. Grimes and receive his vote. 

Carried. MEK 

Messrs, Jewett and Parker were appointed said committee. 

The yeas and nays being called on the confirmation, stood as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 

Cuny, Jewett, Fitzgerald, MeRae, Perkins, Wallace, Williams, 

‘and Williamson—13. ° 

Nays——Messrs. Dancy, Gage, Navarre and Parker—4. 

So the nomination was confirmed. 


The following communication from the Governor having 
also been made the special order of the day for to-day was taken 


up. 


Executive Office, 
March 17th, 1848. 


Genilemen of the Senate: 


Thave the honor to submit for your advice and consent the 
following nominations, viz. : 
Silas B, Hart and Reuben A. Roberts, for Notaries Public 
of Henderson County ; 
Micajah Goodwin, for, Notary Public of Dallas county. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 


GEO. T. WOOD. 


The yeas and nays were called on the confirmation of the 
nominations, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, 
Clark, Cuny, Gage, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins; 
Wallace and Williamson—14. 

Nays—None. l 


So the nominations were unanimously confirmed. 
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The following communication from the Goyernor, having 
also been made the special order of the‘day for to-day was taken 
up: 


Executive Office, 
Austin, March 17th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate : 


I have the honor herewith to submit for your advice 
and consent the following nominations, for Commissioners, te 
select a proper site whereon to erect a Penitentiary, viz: 

John Brown (Red) of Henderson county ; 

William Palmer, of Walker county; 

William Menifee, of Fayette county. 

GEO. T. WOOD. 


Upon calling the yeas and nays, the nominations were con- 
firmed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Abbot, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 


Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins 
and Wallace—14. 


Nays—None. 


The following communication, from His Excellency, the 
Governor, was received and read: 
Executive Office, 
March 18th, 1848. 


Genilemen of the Senate: 


Ihave the honor to submit the name of Samuel G. Lyons, 
for Commissioner of Pilots at the mouth of the Brazos river, 
for the advice aml enn-cnt of the Senate, under the provision: 
ofan act approved tis day. 

i hae the honot fi: POE TA ee 
ate F Wert 


+ f f Wr P fA ; 
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t 
day was suspended, and the nomination was confirmed by the 
following vote: - 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, MeRea, Navarro, Perkins, Wal- 
lace and Williamson—14. 4 

Nays—None, ss. 

L 


Monday, March 20th, 1848. 


A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, 
presenting the following communication: 


i Executive Office, 
Austin, March 20th, 1848. 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 


Thave the honor to submit for your advice and consent the ` 
name of Abner H. Cook, as Superintendant of the Penitentiary. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


The rule requiring nominations to be laid over to a future 
day, was suspended, and the nomination confirmed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 


Yeas——Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na- 
sarro, Parker, Perkins, Wallace and Williamson—17. 

Nays—-None. 


